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TO TH£ 



R E A D E R 



THE EssaV on REbisMpTioN, tho* 
written many years before^ was firft 
printed in the year 1741; and therefore 
bould not have a place in the Author's 
CoUedlion of his Moral and Theological 
Trafts*, On this account it may appear 
perhaps not improper to offer it a fecond 
time to the public. The difficulty^ as 
well as importance^ of the (ubjeA will 
ferve to excufe^ if not to juftify, the Editor. 
He pretends not to interpofe any opinion of 
his own. He wifhes only that the fentiments 
of the author may be confidered with more 
care and attention > than they have yet found 
from the generality of readers : and without 
deciding on the merits of the caufe, he thinks 
himfclf at liberty to remove fome obftruc- 

* Publilhed in 1734. 

a fions^ 



Vi to TH« H E A D E H. 

tions» which have prevented a free and full 

Many pcribns appcdj- to hate rcjcfted the 
author's dodtrine from a difiike to the princi- 
ple of reBitu4e on which be chofe to fupport 
it. ■ * It tnuft he owned indeed that this 
principle^ if intelligible at all^ does not lie 
level to common apprebenfion ; and it i$ 
Soubttefs a very buzardous tmdertaking to 
explain jm$i sjfieaiur^ the do^riqes of religion 
hf their ^ r<icia9ing conformity, to theie darli 
tnd abdrufe nption^. But the explanation 
here giviRUi pf the doctrine of redemption does 
by BQ nKwis depend oa the author's philofo* 
]phic9l idea;. If we coofider the Deity in no 
ether light th^n ^t of fupreme Governor^ 
Ire mjiy ftU} perhaps difcern a high degree of 
IfrobabiHty in the £:hente hff e propofed. For 
ft wjlfe And>goo4 governor may well be expeded 
to tMk^ i^m^ diftinftioQ between innocencf 
tsnA r^ffHa90f^ Uiux}nditia]»l j)ardon might 
prove wenpQQprageitnentj to 4iibbedienx:e>. and 
Irad us iiHp ftfi Qpinipa that the Lord of the 
univerfe Wft» neidiiQr concerned to. foppc^t 
liis own hon'ovr^ nqr the authority cf his 
]aw8. -^ Tills expedatipn too is fuitable to 

cxperi- 
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es:perience« For we ^ in AuAbcrlcft ifti 
dances, thftt men c&nnot at pleaAire remove 
the ill eflfedts of their own foUy i hdt ate 
doomed to a long and late repentance^ ■ ■■ : i ^ 
Suppofing therefore, what we are very, for- 
"w^d to fappbfey that thtf ends of divine 
goHrerilnlcint Aoijld admit of pardon in n 
future lifcj yet will it not be perfedly conw 
formahle id 9ur ideas of wifdohi and jM^ico^ 
ihitjbnie prectutiQns ihould be u(ed to prevent 
t^e abufe and fni&oi)ftrudidil of God's ttierejr 
to his creatures i Now the minlmtmcM/kheua, 
we tnoy aSly conceive tohkr^ had this crfe 
and tek&. We cannot thitik it a flight 
matter, to tranfgrefs the laws cf heavea* 
when we undlef^and that i^ Son of God 
emptied himlelf of hi» glory, took cor nature 
upon him, lived oiily and diedy to obtatti 
pardon and falvation for repenting iinners.^*^ 
• Thus far we may gO| even without inquiring 
\nto the f articular grounds and reaibns of 
this difpenfatioft« To fay the truth, thefe 
fOf^ORS are hintcfd iM)ly> not pr<jp<fied at krge, 
in the iacred ScHptUres; and therdbro we 
ought i^ever to tofich on i^ delicate a fubjed, 
without tliie utiiioft tendemeis and ctiitioik. 
^ut nothing fvt'e forbids \i5 ta attend to thpfe 

' a 2 intinu-^ 
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intimations^ which God has been pleafed tQ 
give us I and by comparing his works and his 
word, to form the beft ideas we can on this 
myfterious fubje^. 

Why then, itmiy be aQcied, was the par- 
don of the guilty made to depend on the 
fufierings of the innocent ? not furely for the 
jeafon fuggefted by fome profligate writers * : 
that the Deity aded on a principle of revenge ; 
which could not have been brought to fpare 
.the oBfender, unlefs fome other obje& had 
been appointed for its gratification. May we 
not rather fuppqfe, that this wonderful dif- 
.penfatio% had another and a nobler end in 
view, namely^ the reward, and encouragement 
of diftinguifhed merit? This fuppofition 
feems perfeftly CAnfiJlent with the charadcr 
of a moral governor, as difplayed i^ Qod'4 
ordinary adminiftration. But we are ^ot there^ 
fore to admit it without farther ipquiry. It 
will be prefumption in us to advance an^ 
\conjed:urcs on fo arduous a fubjcdt without 
firft examining,, how far thcfe conjedur^s 
have the fupport and countenance of holy 
Scripture, The leaft that can be demanded 

• Tindaly Morgan^ &c. 

of 
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cf ps, is a perfeA agreement between the 
ideas fuggefted in thofe £icred books, and 
thofe^ which we have prefumed to form for 
ourfclvcs* 

Now it may feem to many that the Scrip- 
quires give a very di^rent af:coi)nt of this 
matter ; that they reprefent our Lord as in* 
curring the punifhment, rather than meriting 
the remiflion, of ourfins^ 

To judge rightly of this objcflion, wc 
Should confider^ 



1 , Whether niany of the expreflions, 
ferreij to by the objeSors be not general ^m^ 
indetermifiate ; amounting only to this, that, 
for wife reafons, perhaps unknown to us, the 
fufferings pf Cbrift were appointed by God, 
a$ the condition of pur forgivcnefs. It may be 
doubted,^ whether the prepoiitidns «m, and h^^ 
on which fo much ftrefs has beai laid, will 
carry us farther than this. The word K«r«xAtfn, 
which in * one place we fe^dcir -f* Atonement^ 

means 

f Rom, y. 1 1. 

• ' . • 

t A word which occurs in no other paflage of the New 
Teftament, It m\xtL not hovfcrcr beimagin^, that the 

author 
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means nothing more than reconcHiatiah^ an4 
jnofit* frequently relates to the con^erjion of 
the Gentiles, In Irfce manner the worcj 
fAwrwfAflw marks only the Eff'eSt produced, with- 
out ipecifying the Reafons of it. 

> 

a. We fliould inquire whether other V(ror6% 
Jaay.notbe found, of equal force, which fug- 
]geft i fifferehf idea. ' Such for inftafice is tht 
word ^fTp't and thofe derived fftm it. Why 
Ihould not this word receive the fame inter- 
pretation in the books of the New Teftaiflent 
which it receives in the Septuigint and in pro- 
fane writers ? Its proper fignification, as every 
one knows, is the ro^nfom of a prifoner ; hence 
it comes to fignify more genetally a prefent 
'riven^ to obtain a man's ^eleale from evils of 
fifty kind, to which he uands expofed. When 
therefore, our Lord tells us, that he ^ gave 
his life a rahfomfor tnany^ it is the fam^ th^^g^t 
'ais what the apoftle t^aches^^ that *j[^ vf e ar^ 
IfougBt with a prices 

tSUthor qia^t to reieft the idea ttiiiilly «Bpc:spct) i» tkrt 
,^«rd. He allowed and maintained, that our Saviour 
Mmud for the ^n§ of manki\nd by the nurif of his fufFer-. 
.iiift. On hit plan, merit alone could attone for demerit, 

, f Matt XX. 4a» M»l| V. 45. \ I Cor, vi. sq, and vii. 25, 

3-. Wc 
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3. We mzy gain ftiU -farther light by cx-^^ 
amining the ;iaturc oifacrifices : for that .thiS 
death of Ch^-ii^ was. properly facrifiicial^ caa«i 
not reafojuhly he called in queftioa. 



■ r 



it has been taken for gt-anted^ I knpw not 
why^ that the yf9TdJacri^e is a penal vfoxA^ 
yet furely there is great TQoni for doubt whc* 
thcr it vsrerp^vcr fo uuderftpod either hy^t^i 
or H^fk^^A* T.he Heatfeu facrifices wece 
OOfibiqg OH>re ^^tua/^fis given to their imar 
j^nary;^ divinities. The iiiiFerings o£' ihe 
vii^m xnadc no part of the facrifice, but 
were only ^ n^ccSa^y \ preparation fpr it. 
Whence it' comes to pafs, that the a^ oif 
killing was not ufually aifigned to thep'rteJts* 
1jmt^'4£» .ii^lSfiof .office«^ft SQipolnCed for iJiat 
pucpftfo. T,fes-/r«j/?.'8: office wa* topreien^ 
aod.«^<rti9 tji^godi either $hei;irhole, or the 
choieieft. fwrM* . ^ liartiavlarly the^dl/W, of 
theTld«9ft.:.fU)4 Aif:)) o$€srmg£ were confir 

dcred i& )i0 odier }igh(> ^haa as bribes to 
obtain, th^ ^your cif J^ifMren* or a& marks of 
gratitude for beiie&cs sditiady. seceiv^. 

Nor were the feirtiments df the Vulgar, 
t?ta among die Je^s^ mxkch ^iiffercnt frdfti 

thcfe : 
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ttefc; as we learn from that reproof of tlie 
Pfalmift *, tf I he hungry I mil not telt 
thee, &c. will I eat the jlejh of bulls^ or 
drink the Mood of goiti ? It is* true indeed^ 
that the wifer part did not underftand 
their facrifices iti this grofs fenfe* The 
believers of one fupreme Being could dfier 
BO prefents to obtain his favour^ no re^ 
turns for what they had already received. 
But they could offer imaginary gifts in- 
itead of reaL The aft of facrificing, had 
acquired a iigniiicance from the general 
pradice of nations : and the ritual law of the 
"^ews was of courie to be interpreted in con* 
formity to that pradice* 

, ■* 

The facrifice however of the death of 
Chrift was not^.like thefe^ reprefentative of 
figurative : it was a facrifice of intrinfic 
value^ Obedience to God, and benevolence to 
men, expreflcd by a voluntary fubmiflion to 
pain and death, conftitute the highefl: moral 
worth ; and muft therefore be truly accept* 
able to an all-perfe£t Being. 

But it is not enough for us to have ihewn 

that the doftrine here ftated is not repugnant 

* Pfalm 1« $• 12, 13. 

to 
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tD Scripture* It ought not to be received 
for true, without jTome pofitive fupport from 
the facred writers. Let us fee then what 
can be fbu&d in them^ that may favour the 
reprefentation here given, Now^ 

I • It is clear^ that our Lord was influenced 
by the bope of reward. It was for the jay 
that was fet before bim^ that he endured the . 
^ofs, defpifing tbejhame *. 

2. It is equally clear^ that the reward he 
cxpeded^ was ai^ually obtained. — Wberefore 
<jW alfo batb bigbly exalted bim, &c. *f* 

3. We cannot be at a lofs to difcover what 
"were the merits for which this reward was 
Ig^ranted. Wbo made bimfelf of no reputation, 
dind took upon bim tbeform ofafervant, and 
*was made in tbe likenefs of man : and being 

jfound infajhion as a man, be bumbled bimfelf 
and became obedient unto deatb, even tbe deatb 
cftbe crofs J. So again in the epifUe to the 
Hebrews, Wbo was made a^ little lower tban . 
tbe angels, and for tbe fuffering of death 
crowned with glory and bonour § . 

* Heb. xii. 2. f PhiK ii. 9, 

X Phil. ii» 7, 8. S Heb. ii. 9, 

b 4. The 
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4. The nature of the rtWafd tbu^ obtained 
ii fufficieniljf poifttcrf out in the words which 
follow ; that Be ^y the grace of God Jhoutd 
fafte deatihfor every wan *^ k e. that by bis 
death the fons of men fhoatd be reftored to- 
life. This, it feems, was the glory and bo-- 
nour^ With which our Lord was crowned: 
the glory of refcuing^ us from fin and death* 
Take the whole' paflkge togetlirer^ and yoit 
will naturally be led to this-interpretation. 

In the paflage before cited from the Eprftle 
to the Pbilippians'f, God is faid to havr^ 
exalted bim^ and given Mm a name wbicb is 
aUf»4 every name^ thai at the name ofjefus 
every knee Jhould bom i May not tl;|ls lail paf- . 
fage hercafonaWy iBtcrpretedfrom St, Peters 
words in the A(Ss of the ApoillcsJ? Him 
bath Gvd exalted with bis right band^ to be a 
Prince and a Saviour^ to giv,e repentance unto, 
^rad Mdforgivenefs offns.. 

Our Saviour himfelf, in his prayer to the 

Father, fpeaks thus, § Glorify tby Son, tbat thy 

Son alfo may glorify tbee^ as thou haji given him 

power over allfejh, tbat hejbouldgive eternal 

life to as many as thou haJi gtvett him. 

* Heb. iu g. f Phil, ii, g. 

% A£tsv. 31^ 5 Jpbn xviu^t. 

The 
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The following paflages will appear perhap 
yet more full to our prefcnt purpofc. W 
read in the Epiftle to the Hebrews *, It ^e 
^ame bim, for wham are all, &c. to make^ ti 
Captain of our Jhlvation perfeSt through fuffer 
ings — in bringing many fons to glory. Ti 
iame thing is declared more plainly in anoth< 
graflage, -f- Though be were a Son, yet learned i 
cbedience by the things which he fuffer ed\ andbi 
zng made perfeS, he became the Author ofetet 
tialfalvation unto all them that obey him. 

It was plainly the merit of this obedienc 
.^lilch rendered the facrifice he made of bin 
Xelf acceptable afid available in the fight k 
God* The Apoftle affirms it^ as a certain ar 
obvious truths that % the blood of hulls and < 
goats could not takeaway Jin . This^ he fey 
iB not pojfible. Why not ? The animal may 1 
fubjiituted in the place of a man ; and ms 
bear the pains which were due to him* Bi 
the difference lies here. The life of an anim 
is of frnall eftimation, beciaufe void of mor 
'worthy The life of our Redeemer was a Ikcr 
fice well pleafing to God ; becaufe the volui 
tary furrender of it was the ftrongeft expre 

♦ Hcb. ii. 10. t Heb, v. »• + Heb. x. 4. 

1) ;j ' fioj 
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iions both of obedience to himj and love to 
mankind. Hence Saint Feter fays, * We are 
redeemed, not nj^itb (ontemptikle tbi^gs^ asjilver 
mdgold% (things of no value in the fight gf 
God) but with tbe prechus blood of Cbrift^ as 
of a lamb mpitboutfpot or blemijh. It was the 
innocence of his |ife^ vrlo^xoh ^)ade his death 
precious, 

But the ftrongeft confirmation of the doc;* 
trine here advanced liiay be drawn from the 
Epiftles .to the Romans n The Apoftle having ' 
faid^ that •^ Cbriji died for us^ goe$ on thus^ 
^ 4^ by on( manjm entered into the worlds c^t(d 
4e^tb hyfn^ &c. and then (repeating the clause 
.^fter along digreflion) <?j, igi tbe o fence of one ^ 
judgment came upon all m^n (o condemnation^ 
even fo by tbe rigbteoufnefs of one tbe free gij^ 
came upon all men unto juftification of life. Apd 

again, As by one man^s difobedience many nf>ere 
madejinners^fo by tbe okedlence of one Jhall many 
^e made righteous. This paflage nee4s no fur- 
ther comment^ thap wha^ the reader will ^nd 
in the traft before us, We clearly difcern 
from it in what fe^ifc Chrift died for «j §; an4 , 

♦ I Peter i. i8, t Rom. v. 8. 

1 Ibid. xii. find xviii. 19. \ Ibid, v^li, 

how 
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1k>w it is, that we are juJHJUdhy bis bloody aft<l 
reconciled to God by tbe death of his Son^: 
txprefiions all ufed in this fame chapter : and 
•vrill not the fame cxpreffions, when they occuf 
in other places^ admit the fame interpretation? 

It has heen thought by (bme an objeAioa 

to this idea of redemption, that it feems t6 

derogate from the goodnefs of God, the un-- 

doubted Author of Redemption : but if this 

«>b|e^ion have any weight, it will we^ 

equally againft the common explanation* In 

either cafe we are pardoned thro* the intervotf- 

ttioQ of a Redeemer; and whether we impute 

this pardon to what he did, or to what he 

iu0cred, or to both, makes no difference at 

all. The truth is, we arc frcquendy affured 

In Scripture, that God fent his Son unto the 

world for the falvation of mankind* Wc arc 

given to underiland, both that a remedy wat 

V<Wtingp tq . refjofp jis to life and happincfs, 

and that God him/elf vrzs plej^ed to provide it. 

This Jie did by exhibiting to us a perfed 

Pattern of righteoufnefs in the perfon of his 

Son ; and accepting his merit, as an atone-- 

(nent or an expiation for the fuis of the worlds 

The 
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The Son of man^ as he himfelf tdls us^ came 
to give bis Hfe a ranfomfor many*. Yet he tells 
lis alfo, that •{- God gave his only begotten Sen 
ta the end, tbat whoever believetb on bim^ 
Jbould not perijh, but have everlafiing life. 

Thefe remarks arc offered in the charader 
of an Advocate, rather than of a judge: No- 
thing more is intended by them, but to 
place the author's doftrine of Redemption ip 
41 fair and full view; that its merits may be 
diftin<ftly underftood, and the fenfe of Scrip- 
.ture, whether for or againft it, clearly and 
fully afcertaincd. , 

* Mat. XX. %%» t John iii. 56. 
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PREFACE, 



Tli O* the following difcourfe may now 
want that frefhnefs^ which an earlier 
publication would have given it^ and the 
fubjedt of it be lefs agitated than when it 
was firft written; yet the author prefumes no 
delay can render it unfeafonable. For as it 
is» and always will be^ of the highefl: impor'« 
tance; fo the doubts and difficulties belong* 
ing to it feem not yet fufficiently cleared up 
to the fatisfadtion of thofe, for whofe fake it 
has fo often been confidered. To attempt 
the reconciling it with reajbn in a manner 
injurious to revelation, would be, in the au- 
thor's opinion, worfe than labour loft. But 
he humbly hopes this may be accompliihed 
on eaiier and fafer terms. He doubts not 

c but 
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but every real doftrine of revelation is per- 
fe&ly rational; and all appearances to the 
contrary muft be owing, in his judgment, to 
defcftive, if not erroneous explications. He 
is very fenfible that his may be fuch ; but 
defires, whatever his failures be, that they 
may entirely be placed to his own account ; 
as being well afTured, that the dodrines 
of chriftianity have no dependence on the 
miflakes and mifconceptions of fallible ChriC* 
tizns. 
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MY intention being to confidcr the mo- 
ral perfeftions of the Deity under 
the finmple idea o£ Re^itude^ and to fhew the 
ufefulnefs of viewing them in that light; 
and havings in a former fketch^ attempted 
this in refpedt of the dodtrines of Creation 
and Providence j I proceed, as I propofed, to 
that of Redemption. As I then endeavoured 
to confirm the notion laid down, and at the 
fame time to eflablifh the doctrines them- 
felves; fo I fhall here carry on the fame dou- 
ble view, and try to make the principle of 
ReBitude^ and the doftrine of Redemption, 
mutually refled light, and communicate 
ftrength to each other. 

B And, 
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• . And indeed, if fuch a method was jufti- 
iiable and proper in relation to thofe other 
doftrines, it is more fo in refpeft of this ; 
many men, who are thoroughly convinced 
of the former, dilbelieving, or at leaft hefi- 
tating about the latter. Nay, fome there 
are, who look upon the Dodlrine of Re- 
demption as utterly irreconcileable with that 
of Divine Red:itude* 

This is the cafe, if I underftand his writ- 
ings, of the author of Chrijlianity as old as 
the Creation. He not only allows, but ftre- 
nuoufly defends, at leaft on fome occafions, 
the principle of moral Reftitude ; afcribing 
it in its utmoft perfection to the fupreme 
Being. And thus far I entirely concur with 
him^ having long ago not only acknow- 
ledged, but publicly maintained and con- 
tended for this dodlrinc. Had then this au- 
thor really fhewn, that the Do<5trine of Re^ 
demption was repugnant thereto, or incon- 
fiftent therewith; what others might do, I 
know not ; but fure I am, I fliould have no- 
thing to fay in defence of it. For I can no 
more believe than himfelf, that God can ever 
violate truth, or counteract redtitude in any 

©f 
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of his difpen fat ions. — Here then I beg leave to 

join iflue with this author ; to examine the 

dodirine in this light, and bring ^t to this 

teft. If it will not ftand it, I have no more 

to fay. On the other hand, if Redemption 

txm be made appear, not only pcrfeftly con- 

fiftcnt with the principle of Divine ReStitude, 

but to be an eminent inftance andilluflration 

of it ; this I prefume, will fufficiently anfwcr 

both the above-mentioned pnrpofes. And 
yet, if I miftake not, it may be fhewn over 

4ind above, that the dodlrine by him fubfti- 
tuted inftead of Redemption, is manifeflly defi- 
cient, and not to be reconciled with his own 
principle, 

I would not willingly be mifapprehended, 
or give any occafion for deceiving the reader. 
It will therefore be requifite to premife clear- 
ly arid diftindlly what it is that I propofe 
to maintain. The Dod:rine of Redemption 
hath appeared in various lights. Very dif* 
ferent explications have been given of it, and 
many ftrange opinions grafted on it. The 
fentiments of the ableft Divines may not 
always give entire fatisfa(3:ion, or admit of a 
rational defience : not excepting, in . fomc 
i par- 
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particulars, even thofe prodigies of learnln]gy 
Grotius and Bifliop Stillingfleet . They clcar-i^ 
ly faw, and proved, in oppofition to their 
adverfaries, that the fufferings of Chriji were 
fet forth in Scripture, not merely as an cx-r 
ample of patience and piety^ or a confirma^ 
tion of his miflion ; but as a real groun4 of 
Divine favour and forgivenefs : and th^t no|t 
as an arbitrary condition, but a conildefi^f 
tion of intrinfic worth. Neverthelefs it ipay 
defervc the inquiry of intelligent ChriAians^ 
whether, by interpreting too literally and 
ilridly certain figurative texts, andalUifiyt 
paflages of Scripture, they have not, in ifems 
meafure, entangled and perplexed the Doo- 
trine of Redemption, and perhaps fet it at 
variance with human underftanding.-T-J?^^- 
fiitution and SatisfaBion are neither of thorn, 
fcriptural terms ; and the ideas fignified by 
ihem, however preferred and laboured by 
thofe great men, may perhaps be necdlcfs in 
the explication of this dod:rine, and poflibly 
inconvenient and detrimental. Be this iaid, 
as indeed it ought, with fubmiffion and diffir 
dence. I only propofe it to the reader's con- 
iid^ration 5 who, if he give himfelf the troa?^ 
ble to go through thefc papers, will readily 

difcov^r 
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di£:over the grounds ojf my fufpicion; tt 
leail fo far^ as to acquit me of the imputation 
of diiTenting raflily, or afFedling novelties. 

However^ fince I have propofed to recon- 
cile the Dodtrine of Redemption with the 
principle oi ReStitude^ it would, I think, be 
great imprudence, not carefully to feparate 
:*he eJfentiaU of that Doftrine from the non- 
e^Qtiftlfe.: ; The adverfaries of Revelation in- 
duftrio^iny confound them, and probably find 
,their account in it: but wc ihall only find 
difficulty, and embarrafiment, if we follow 
their example. Whenever they difcov^r the 
ieaft flawy or the miimt^ft failure^ in the 
buildings of Diviiies, vsre find by experience, 
how ready they are to afcribe it to fbme de- 
feA in the foundation. And. yet they cannot 
be ignorant, V for it is evident to common 
fenfe, that hay .rjind Jlubble^ and other* the 
meaneft materials, have been frequently made 
ufe pf in thofe buildings, which are rniqtief- 
tionably founded on a rock : I muft therefore 
beg leave to obferve, that confuting human 
explications is quite a diiFerent -thing. from 
difproving the fcriptural doctrines themielves. 
The former may be done, and is done every 

day; 
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day: when the latter will be done, time 
muft difcover. 

But to return : I think it will tc proper, 
on the foregoing account, to fet afide all am- 
biguities, as much as may be ; and to fearch 
for the true idea, the genuine fenfe and fub- 
llance of the Dodtrine before us ; abftrafted 
not only from all unfcriptural additions, but 
even from all fcriptural figures, allurfions, and 
illuftrations, not effential thereto, however 
fignificant or ufeful in other refpefts. For, 
as I apprehend, nothing more is needful for 
the folution of objcdtions, or the fuppoft of 

the truth. 1 fliall therefore, in the firfi 

place, endeavour briefly to lay down fuch an 
Account of Redemption. — Sceondty, I ihall 
enquire what occafion there was for it. And 
^-^thirdly, fhew its perfedl confiftence and 
agreement with truth and redtitude, 

I. By the Redemption of mankind, I un- 
derftand in general, TAeir deliverance^ or re-- 
leafe, from the power and punijhment of Jin ^ by 
the meritorious fufferings of Jefus Chriji.--^ 
Thefe general ideas muft be opened and un-^ 
folded i that it may more diftinftly appear 

viHkat 
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'What is contained in them, and how they are 
to be underftood. By deliverance is not here, 
meant an immediate, abfolute> unconditional 
difcharge ; which is manifeftly repugnant to 
the reafons of things, and the reditude of 
God's government ; but fuch a releafe as con- 
fifts with both J and no way interferes with 
the execution of that fentence, which was 
originally and irrevocably paffed againft fin- 
ners. This fentence was Deaths which i» 
therefore called by the Apoftle * the wages of 
Jin. An immediate releafe from which would 
have been reverfing God's decree, and annul- 
ling the fandtion of his law. In virtue of this 
fentence Adam muft unavoidably die 5 and by 
a natural confequence, his whole pofterity.— • 
But though -f- in Adam all were to die^ 
yet neverthclefs in Chriji were all to be 
made alive ; that is, in due time, and at fuch 
a feafon, as might be ,moft fuitable to the 
defigns and difpenfations of Providence.— 
Nor was this deliverance abfolute or uncon- 
ditional. Conditions there muft neceflarily 
be; fince, in ^he very nature of the thing, 
none could be pardoned, but thofe who were 
capable of pardon, and qualified for it; 

* Rom, vi, 23, f I Cor. xv. zz. 

which 
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which neither is, nor ever can be, the cafe 
of obflinate and impenitent finners. They 
are no objefts of mercy ; and therefore cannot 
be redeemed in any other way, or to any othcf 
purpofe> than that of being finally judged and 
punifhed according to their works. Their 
difcharge therefore from the firft, will only 
be in order to ^ fecond deaths much more 
grievous and dreadful than the other.— It* 
like manner, men's releafe from the dominion 
and bondage of fin muft needs be conditional. 
For eonfidered as moral agents, their concur^ 
fence is indifpenfibly neceflary to their mora! 
fucceifes and fpiritual victories; compulfion 
being iiiconfiftent with their nature, and de-^ 
ftrudlive of all religion. 

Again, the deliverance here fpoken of ii 
faid to be, not from Jin^ but th^ penalty in-* 
Aided on it. A deliverance from fin aiftually 
committed is an utter impoflibility. StriSly 
fpeaking, an adion done is never to be undone, 
either by the agent himfelf, or any other pcr-^^ 
fon. And if theadion be of a criminal na* 
ture, though indemnity may be obtained, yet 
innocence cannot ; fince that fuppofes either 
jSLii adion done to be undone^ or the nature of 

guilt 
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guilt to be quit^ changed ; both which arc 
impoffible. A deliverance theiefore from fin 
and guilt c^n admit of no other fignification 
than that of impunity, or a releafe from pu- 
pifliment. — To be delivered from the bondagi 
of fin means, or implies, a participation of 
A)ch fpiritual fuccours, as, with the concur-^ 
fence of their own endeavours, are fufficicnt 
to reftore men, not to their liberty or moral 
ngepcy, for th^t was never loft ; but to the 
primitive order of their minds, and the natu-» 

, ral balance of their affeftions : thereby leflcn-^ 
|ng the influence of temptations, and fortify- 
ing mten againft them. To which muft be 
added, a preternatural illuminatiQn of their 
underftandings ; whether by the , occafiondl 

' influxes and dire^ion? of a Divine Spirit, or 
the fixed and general Doifikrines of Infpira^ 
tion. 3uch ar£^ th^ IP^^PS of grace obtained, 
for us, and con>|pufticated to us, in or der to 
our deliverance ffoiU the thraldom of fin-— ^ 
To redeeni us ffOm it any other w^y, I mean 
Ijffciftually and irrefiftibly# would be treating us 
pot as n^oral ageijtSjj but auriner? jtna<:lifincfit 

But further : whereas this delivefajjde is 
- |fc%ibe4 to \ht fuff'erm^s of Jejm Ckrifit we 

Q are 
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are to confider them as fufferings which he 
had in no degree deferved. For if he had 
dcferved them, they would have been altoge- 
ther inefficacious and worthlefs, in refpedt of 
our redemption. From whence it follows, 
that He alone, of all mankind, was capable of 
fuch fufferings ; fince none but himfelf was 
ever perfedly unfpotted, and completely 
innocent. And to the innocence muft be 
added the dignity of his perfon; which, in 
conjunftion, thoroughly qualified him to fuc- 
ceed in fo high and arduous an undertaking. 
They muft moreover be perfectly voluntary ; 
a condition efTentially requifite to their moral 
worth, as obvioufly appears on the leaft con- 
fideration* I would further obferve concern- 
ing his fufferings, that whereas they have been 
fometimes fuppofed commenfurate to the 
united demerits of all mankind 5 fuch a fup- 
pofition is, on many accounts, moft abfurd, 
as well as entirely needlefs : as might eafily 
be fhewn at large. I fhall only take notice 
here, that the foreft evil and fevereft effedt of 
fm could not pofTibly be undergone, or felt 
by him in any degree. I mean that remorfe 
and -felf-indignation, which naturally attend 
the confcioufjicfs gf guilts His pcrfedt inno- 
cence 
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ipcnce rendered him an utter ftranger hereto ;t 
however he might fympathize with, or bo 
concerned for, thofe who laboured under it. 

Laftly, The fuiFerings of .our Redeemer 
are reprefented as meritorious ; but how, and 
in what fenfe, and with what cfFeft, will 
more conveniently be (hewn under the third 
head. At prefent I would only obferve what 
may be requifite in order to fix the idea of 
merit ; which feems oftentimes Jefs diftindt 
and determinate than it needs to be. It is 
readily granted, that no aftions, no fufFerings, 
can be projituble to God, or extend to his be- 
nefit in any degree. It is likewife confefled, 
that it is the bounden duty of all agents, and 
incumbent on them as fuch, to obey his will, 
and fulfil his good pleafure, to the utmoft of 
their power. On both which acco\ints they 
can, in ftri'ftnefs, have no abfolute claim or 
title to a recompence. Neverthelefs, all vir- 
tuous fuiFerings, all beneficent undertakings, 
all adlions morally good, intrinfically deferve 
well in proportion to their goodnefs ; and the 
firft alfo in proportion to the dignity of the 
fuflferer. All virtue is naturally meritorious ; 
that is, it rendcrs^ the agent really worthy not 

only 
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only of the appfobatioiy, but, in proportion, 
of the favour and kindnefs of all intelligent 
beings. And however fuch favour may fail of 
being fhewn by finite beings, either through 
want of goodnefs or power ; yet the Supreme 
Beings ififinite in both, can neither fail of 
^AiMming it, nor of recompenfing it according 
to iu worth.--^Lct it not then be faidy with- 
out a proper diftin(ftion, that there is no. fuch 
thing as meriting at the hands of God. For^ 
in a moral fenfe, every good man merits :-— 
How greatly then, how immcnfcly our Re- 
deemer ? Who though he inew no Jin^ yet 
knew all kinds of fufFering for our. fakes : 
Who ftooping to the lowcft condition, and 
fubmitting to the deepeft diftrefs, on our ac- 
count, was in virtue and goddnefs exalte^ 
above all hunian conception. 

But to proceed : It may perhaps be objeded^ 
that in this account of Redemption, no no« 
tice is taken of thofe charaderiflics fo often 
mentioned aiiid inculcated in fcripture. Is 
not our Savl^w there fet forth as an offerings 
H ranjbmj a prcpitiationy a facrijicefor Jin ? 
Are then thefd ideas efiential to the do<ftrine 
df R9dedi{>ti<}6f CMF are they not ? I anrwer, 

that 
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that they eithef are, or are not, according as 
they are apprehended and conceived. And 
hecaufe of this ambiguity, I avoided making 
life of them in the foregoing reprefentation ; 
with which' they either coincide, or interfere, 
according a^ the terms are explained .-^If we 
attend to the original and genuine meaning of 
a propitiatory faerifice^ it will appear, I pre-* 
fume, in no other than the following lights 
viz. a religious oklation intended for procuring 
the favour of Ghd, and the indemnity offnnersm 
With this view it is granted, Chrift offered 
tip himfelf ; and by confequence, was in this 
fenfe a r^fitcrijke. — Biit in feme other fenfea 
I apprehend the thing to be neither true, nor 
poiilble. If a tranjlatian of guilty a fiommuta>* 
tion of perfohSy and vicarious punijkmenty be 
declared and infiftedonas efiential thereto; 
then, I think, it will be neceffary to conclude^ 
that Chrift's obUtion of himfelf was not a real, 
but a figurative facrifice. Nay it will follow, 
if I miftake not, that there never was, nor 
ever could be any fuch thing as a real facrifice. 
For as guilt, being entirely perfonal, can ne- 
ver be transferred ; fo innocence and punifli- 
i^ent are inconfiftent and incompatible ideas. 
It jj faid indeed in Scripture, that Chrifl 

bare 
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bare our Jins * ; that he -f- was made to bejift 
for us J and % a curfe ; that || be was wounded for 
our tranfgrefjionsy and the iniquity of us all laid 
en bim; and many other exprcflions occur 
of the like nature. But furely it needs not 
be obferved that they are figurative. Some 
of them are confefledly and undeniably fuch^ 
For every one fees that Chrift could not pof- 
$bly be made fn in a literal fenfe. And 
may not every one fee likewife that he could 
not, in the fame fenfe, be made a curfe, or a 
punifliment ? Stridtly fpeaking he could no 
more bear our punifliments, than he could 
bear our iniquities, or become fin for us ; as 
being both alike efifentially repugnant, in a 
literal fenfe, to the truth and nature 6f things* 
Whoever therefore maintains a real tranfla- 
tion of punifliment, muft, in confequence, 
allow a real tranflation of guilt : which ac- 
cordingly is fometimes done, or feems to be 
done ; though indeed they are ufually con- 
founded. 

The learned prelate above-mentioned ex- 
prefsly diftinguiflies § in the following man- 

♦ I. Pet. ii. 24, f 2 Cor. v. 21. 

X Gal. iii. 13. || Ifa. liii. 4, ;, 6. 

§ Sufferings of CbnJI, Part 2. Page 6, and 88. 

ner^ 
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uer. The guilt of finfiil adions, and the de^ 
fert .of pujt{/hment, he allows to be merely 

ferfonaly and infepair able from the Agent. T^his 
deferty he fays, cannot he transferred. For 
no man can ceafe to deferve punijhment for bis 
own faults I nor deferve that another jhould he 
funijhedfor them. Ncverthelefs he contends 
that the obligation * to punijhment may be 
transferred, and a change of perfons intervene 
in that refpeft. And in tbisfenfe he tells us^ 
the guilt of ourjins was charged upon Chrijl as 
our Mediator^ who was to bear the punijhment 
ofourjins. It is my misfortune either not to 
comprehend this, or not to be able to affcnt 
to it. For how can it be fuppofed, without 
the utmoft confufion of ideas, that one perfon 
fhould deferve punijhment y and another peribn 
be obliged to undergo it, who never deferved 
any ? To prove the poffibility and equity of 
fuch an obligation, and reconcile it with truth 
and reditude, would be a hard tafk indeed. 
The true and only ground of punifhment is 
- perfonal demerit ; nor is it poflible, in the na- 
ture of things, that any thing elfe (hould ren- 

* Ibid. Groiius alfo affcrts to the fame purpofe, No- 
Handum eft effe quidem effentiale Poenae, ut infligatur ob 
peccatum, f^d non item ut infligatur ipil qui peccavit. Z^/ 
. ^atisfatiiom Chrijiiy cap. 4. 

def 
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dcr an agent obnoxious thereto. To diftin* 
guifh therefore an obligatioti to punijhment from 
a defert of punijhment^ is diftinguiftiing « 
thing from itfelf ; becaufe there can be no 
fuch obligation^ but what confifts in fuch % 
defert. Nor does it avail any thing to call 
fuch an obligation legal guilty in contradif- 
ti'ndtion from perfonal: for there can be no 
real guilt but what is perfonal ; nor can any 
laws or fanSlions in the univerfe alter tlwt ne* 
ceffary nature and truth of things. 

But might not Chrift voluntarily, and by 
his own confent, come under an obligation of 
undergoing fuch vicarious puniihments ?— i- 
Tho' it could not be transferred, yet might 
he not contrad it ; and fubmit to it, of his 
own accord ? — I anfwer, that the punifhment 
of an innocent perfon, whether with or with- 
out his confent, is not only a violation of 
truth, but a moral contradiftion. For be is 
no £ubjeft of punifliment in any refpeft, Ife 
cannot pqAibly be puniflied on his owfli aci? 
pount, beca\ife he is innocent 5 nor on the 
account pf others, becaufe obnoxioufnefs to^ 
4>r defert of puniihpient, is entirely perfonalj^ 
and cannpt therefore bie transferred. 
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Let it not be faid, or furmifcd, that this is 
ft mere verbal contention ; for it is not the 
meaning of the word, but the truth of the 
thing, that I am here fearching. If vicarious 

funijhment be repugnant to truth, will the 
matter be much mehded by calling it vicarious 

fuffering? If the inconfiftence appear thu« 
foftened, yet is it hereby removed ? It is rea- 
dily granted, that our Redeemer might and 
6\Afuffer thbfe natural evils which finful men 
had deferved 5 and I further allow and main- 
tain, that he fufFered them in order to obtain 
the pardon and impunity of all penitent fin- 
ners. But ftill the queftion remains, whether 
he fufFered them as punijhments^ or only as 
means morally and efficacioufly conducive to 
the great end of our Redemption. Whether 
only as our mediator ^ or alfo as omv fubjiitute 
or proxy. If the latter be affirmed, will not 
fuch 2l fubjiitution imply a tranflation of pu- 
nifhment, and by confequence of demerit? 
And if "not, mufl it not be underflood in an 
indirect and improper fenfc ? On this account, 
it i5 not, I think, to be wondered that vica- 
rious Sufferings^ and vicarious punijhments, 
have been, promifcuoufly ufed by the genc-t 

- rality of Divines, 

D This 
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This we find done e^en by Grotius and 
.di(hop Stillingjleet ^ who both likcwife affiga 
4he fins df mknkind tohctlkt meritorious caufe 
of Chfift'i Sufferings*. The former, as far « 
J am able to difcover, fecms to afcribe the 
^trt Qf Hfunijhment to mere abftra^ ideas, 
{"or be makes it to be imperjbnali and indeed 
imperfohal it muft be, according to his ac« 
icount: £nce he exprefsly removes it frooi, 
Chf ifl:, and corifiders it not as it is in thcfinner* 
Though in a popular and figuratiy^ ienie,^ir 
t>e £iid to deferve punishment; yet farely the 
Snner is meant. Far whatever is capable of 
^defervingy muft be capable of aSingy and 
^therefore defert, whether good or bad, cm, in 
ilriftnefs, be only applicable to agents. . Gon- 
'fidered in the abftra<9:, fin is an ohy^ de- 
formed, odious, deteftable ; but the iiemeritrf, 
fit mud be a figurative expre&ion; all demerit 
being ei&ntially and neceilarily perfonalf and 
therefore infeparable from the offender* Ta 
cohiGider it imperjanally is, in effeft, to anni^ 
Eifate it I and to fuppofe it transferred, is the 
*^ian^ thing a« to fuppofe a tranflation of |>ftr- 

.♦ Namineftquideminantecedente causa mcntam, fed 
'^iDdpefTbaaliter. Merebahtur enim peccata noftra ut poena 
^idugerctur, &€• CroU ibid^ cap* s^ 

fondity^ 
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fonality. Whether even this, abfurd as it ii, 
be riot implied in that commutation of Ferfins 
before-mentioned, I ihall npt flay toenqu^iftt 

It isexpF^ffiy acknowle^iigedbyBifhop Ztilr 
iingfieit*^ that defert follows inherent gtdk i 
for nofnnery hys he, can deferve that one tboi 
was not if fnner Jbottld fuffer for bis faults ; 
nor can the law or aSi of any ferfon transfer 
the defert offitmijbment frosn him that was the 
a^ual tranfgrejor. And yet, notwitbftanding 
theie conceffions, he affert^f-^ that our fns 
may truly and properly iejaid to be the merit or 
ripus caufe of Chriji' s fuff'ering and undergoing 
the punijhment of them. How arc thcfc things 
to be reconciled^ and rendered c^nfiftet^ } 
If we cottld JDO way deferve that Clu'ift iixoulid 
iiifier for our fins, which is moft evidently 
and certainly true; how can thofe fins be 
looked upon as a meritorious foufe of his fuf- 
icrings ?---rHe tdls us, that a meritoripus caufe 
may be confdered two ways. Firft, in the 
nmtural courfo (f thin^i and fo defert follows 
tbefaSt. Secondly, as defirt implies only ajuft 
reafon of punijbment ; and f) there may be a 
meritt^rious caufe in extraordinary cafes ^ when 

♦ Suffirings ^ Cbrifi^ Part 2. p* 89. f Ibid. p. 9 ' . 

thf^ 



1 

1 



20 Df redemption. 

the legijlator confents that another Jhall undergo 

^tbe punijhment which others have deferved. 

But I humbly apprehend this is by no means 
iatisfadory. For whatever defert nlay imply ^ 
there can certainly be nojuftreafon ofpunijhment 
in oppofition to right and truth. And fuch an 

• oppofition there muft be, whenever the ex^ 
traordinary cafesj here mentioned, happen* 
Where punifhment is not due, no confidera- 
lion whatever can amount to a fufficient rea- 
fon for it. And indeed to fuppofe otherwifc, 
is to confound morality with politicks, and 
make reStitude fignify nothing more than 

public convenience. And whereas this 

learned author fuppofes*, that there may be a 
right to punijhf as well as fufficient reafon for 
punifhing an innocent perfon; I muft beg 
leave to conclude both, in all cafes and cir- 
cumftances, utterly impoffible. For no rt^t 
can there be in the univerfe to punifh the in- 

• nocent, unlefs there can be a right to violate 

• truth and equity. Natural evils may be in- 
Aided on the innocent for wife and good ends, 
by the fupreme Governor i with or without 
their own confent : but not as penal. For 
where there is no tranfgreffion, there can he, 

♦ Ibid. Part ;• p. i+5. 



6v REDEMPTION. « 

.no room for penalties. To punifli an inno- 
cent pcrfon, would be treating him diredrly 
contrary to whjt he is; which is as manifeft ^ 
violation of truth as can well be conceived.-— 
It is further obferved*, that merito and /V»- 
meritb are rendered in the Greek Glojfes by 
•v^oV? and «xoy«« : but to what purpofe I cannot 
.difcover. For it is not every kind of reafon 
for fufFering that can fignify merit or ioufnefs. 
It muft be an intrinfic reafon : extrinfic ones 
are foreign to the idea. There may doubtleii 
be various reafons, extrinfic reafons, for fufier,- 
ing; otherwife no naturaj evils could ever be 
undergone by any but criminals : whereas the 
higheft wifdom and virtue may be difplayed 
in fufFering, where there is not the leaft (ha- 
dow of demerit. But ftill demerit is, and muft 
be, the only true and juft reaforl for penal 
fufFering. Other reafons may be fit motives 
{ox fufferingi but this is the ground, and the 
fole ground of punijbment. — Again-f* ; If it be 

Jaid that fucb a one (i. e. an innocent perfon) 

, is not dignus poena ; that implies ho more than 
the other : for dignus, or dicnus as the an^ 
tients writ it, comes from the Greek ^iwi, jus; 

-Jo that where there is an equity in the things 

♦ Ibid. Part 2. p. 92. f Ibdd. Part i. p. 145. 

there 
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f&ere is a dignity in the perfotty or be may 
he /aid to be worthy to undergo the punijhment\ 
^ — The circumjiances may befuch that he may 
be juftly funipedj and in that fenfe delcrvedly. 
I anfwcr, where there is an equity in the things 
thcexprcffions may bt allowed, and the affcr- 
tions granted* But in the cafe h^re confidcrerf, 
there can be no equity ; unlefs equity be fup- 
pofed to mean, or to be confiftent wkh, a 
dired: oppofition to truth. To inflift punifh- 
mcnt on the innocent is to treat them as cri- 
minals ; which muft be repugnant to equity^ 
becaufe it is the reverfe of vyhat is due i and 
toreftitude, becaufe it iscounter-a<5ting truthv 
^— ^ — But fuppofing their confent, how can 

they be injured? Volenti ngnjit injuria is 

a maxim moft falfe in numberlefs inftances. 
If through an excefs of generofity a man may 
fall fhort of that meafure of regard which is 
due to himfelf, and thereby injure him^felf; 
much more may another make an injurious 
Advantage of his confent. The brave Hecii 
injured themfelves, and werfe injured by the 
Roman Pontifex^ when he devoted them in 
form to imipediate deflrudion j notwithftand-P 
itlg they voluntarily chofe, and even eagerly 
4?manded it* For not to i?i?ntion the aggra^ 

vatcd 
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yated complaint of the Satyrift^ they furely de- 
ierved a much better fatq. The truth of thecalb 
neither required, nor admitted of fuch a fa- 
crifice, whatever advantage might be eaypedled 
)frein it. — But to return ; a juji reafon for 
ittffering neither implies a defer t of punifli- 
meat, nor infers fuch puniihment tobe juft 
and equitable in any fenib. Without queftiom 
-Chrift fuffered not without^^ reafons, or pro- 
»per motives ; but to conclude from thence 
that he was jvfify and d^ervedly punifhed, 
would be a moft unaccountable inference^ 
Even to fay that h^ fuffered defervedly^ would 
be, at leaft, a dangerous ambiguity : as teiuU 
ing not ojnly to lead men into erroneous con- 
ceptions of the dodtrine before us, but to 
confound the fundamental ideas of right and 
wrong. So neceflkry is it, in points of im- 
portance, to guard againft the mifapplication 
oi terms j and to fix and afcertain their figni- 

ficatioji as carefully as poflible. Having 

thus iaid down, with great plainnefs and fim-» 
piicity, what I apprehend to be a true ac- 
count of the dod:rine of Redemption ; and 
aUb given the reafon which induced me to lay 
it down in fo fimple and unfigurative a man- 
lier j I ihall now go on^ as I propofed, 

IL To 
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II. To conlider, in the /econ J plsLCQ, what 

(kcajion men had for Redemption. \i any 

man could fairly prove it to be needlefsy htf 
would, in confcquence, overturn the doftriftc, 
and difprove the fadls on which it reds. For. 
moft certainly infinite Wifdom could never 
^Qi in vain ; never be engaged in ufelefs dif- 
penfations; efpecially luch as require, or 
produce, the moft important events. On the 
other hand, if it can be fliewn, that mankind 
were in real want, and great need of a Re- 
deemer, for the accomplifliment of their fal- 
vation; and that no way appears, conforma^ 
ble to the Divine Redlitudc, how it fhould 
be efFedtually accomplifhed without a. Rc-». 
deemer : this will not only prevent or remove 
fuch an objedlion, but amount, a priori, to 
a Very probable proof of the truth of the doc- 
trine, — —In order hereto, be it laid down as 
a pojlulatum that all men 2stjinners. Should 
the proof of this point be called for ; let it 
reft upon all hiftory, whether facred or pro- 
fane. Or rather let an appeal be lodged with 
every man's own confcience. But fuppofing it 
poflible to find more exceptions than that one 
for which we contend ; nay, were even half 
the fpecies innocent : this would no other- 
wife 
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wife zSkSt the do^rins of lUdtnifitioii, than 
in re^a of its vnmerfality. A pmrtud 
Redemption would ftiU Im as much waatnoi^ 
as an Kiaiverfal jpne is oq ihs pmfent fuppoii^ 
tion. But alaisl the» is Ijttk^ too little 
occifion^ to iiUEfl. any longer on this point % 
which cannot be cfebateid, or even queftioned^ 
without an aggravation of the charge. 

. As jihe being pf ^ creatures^ fo tl^e well* 
b^ing pf aU feiji) J4^ ai)4 rattioi^ cro^tuce^^ i|t 
etitirely ¥i jt&e •Ci^tor'f l^^ds. Qa };tis &-* 
TOUT theref3f^ w# neceilarily d^p^d y ^ the 
iburpe o^f all ble/Qags^ and the center of alt 
pur faopes^ both ii^ this life^ and that whicii 
is to come. For a ^ure flate is cerlain^ 
and even the. p^petuity of that fbate proba.^^ 
ble, from natural iroafon. But Remlation> to 
tfaofe :vdio acknowledge iX^ gives yet further 
and fuller fatisfadion 3 not only by^ajpertain^ 
iog the latter j, to fuch as were Gonvinced of 
tiie former^ but by giving ample a£urances 
of JK>(h, to thofe who were in a great nua« 
fyi^ 0|capable of proving either, 1^ realbn^ 
|n a fatisfai^ory manner*. That is^ to > the 
bulk of naankind at all times t and to almoft 
the who4e ante-evangelical world. Nay, evea 

fi the 
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the wifeft of the ancient philofophers werii 
never able to find fufficient proof of thefe 
doftrines. ' On which account, their expec- 
tations were doubtful, and their hopes uncer^ 
tain. And from hence it appears, that life 
and immortality are juftly looked upon as 
brought to light through the Gojpel. 

From Revelation we learn, not only that 
iternal life is the gift^ but the original gift, 
of God. As man had the honour to be formed 
after the 'Divine Image 5 fo he was alfo con- 
ditionally entitled to the divine privilege of 
immortality. The condition was preferving his 
innocence, and continuing in his obedience : 
and the penalty denounced againft difobedi- 
ence was immediate mortality^ and by confe-. 
qtience certain Vif^M, That condition he 
unhappily-violated, and thereby incurred this 
penalty ; the natural cffeiSt of which was 
the mortality of his whole offspring. The 
very nature of thp fentence man if eft ly im- 
plies, that innocence and immortality were 
connefted i\\ the Divine decree 1 and that the 
one could neither be retained, nor loft, with- 
out the retention, or lofs of the -ether. For 
if man was deftincd to die in courfe, and 

mortality 
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^Qportality was his natural lot ; it is not to be 
imagined that it would ever have been rcprc- 
fti^ted as his fixed doom> and determined 
punishment. 

The example of the firft man was univer- 
lally followed by his defcendants f who all 
involved themfelves, more or lefs, in fin and 

• 

guilt. They were ftill created upright^ but 
weak. For though they inherited mortality, 
and a double corruption; yet they neither 
did, nor could inherit giiilt. However, the* 
bias being ftrong, and nature feeble, temp- 
tations every where prevailed; and by finning 
they funk themfelves more and more into the 
fervitude and bondage of fin. This depravation 
of men's minds produced ignorance and dark- 
nefs ; arid that ignorance and darknefs ftrength- 
ened the depravation . Frefti help therefore wad 
wanding, partly to enlighten their under- 
ftandings, and partly to regulate and balance 
their affcftions. For though their wills were 
ftill free, and their naturial agency entire: 
yet their intelledlual faculties were impaired, 
and their inclinations propended to evil ; not 
only through the original^ but much more, 
through the ^^i^i?/ corruption of their natural 
. In 
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In like ibHmfier ftrong^er mthesi or sit U^ 
dearer and better afluredi were wdMthg tol 

Ictfttfefice aad excite mea'd nitida^ a«fl toiuip< 

terbalance temptations^ 

Such, affiftances they ieem plainly to. have 
4bQo4 ia need of» in order to their refcue fromf 
t^he dominion ^f fin ; but the main point i$^ 
j^ow they weif t^ he delivered from the guili 
o£ it. in the fenie hef9re Uid down. For 
ijrithput this^ whatever their endeavours of 
9&QtU might be^ they could have no profpeft 
gf recovering their loft privileges^ or bein^ 
l^eftored to their original ilatc^-^-^Whethec 
the accounts of Revelation be received or re-« 
jeded jf it muft be granted by all who ac<« 
l^nowledge themielves iinnerg, that the parddi^ 
of Heaven is abfolntely and previouily necefv 
Ufy^ in order to their obtaining thofe bkflings^ 
which they hope for hereafter. And, finco 
the adverf^riea of Revelation contend, as well 
they may, that God never ^&Q arbitrarily : 
they cannot, conflftently wiA themfelves, Jire-' 
lend to e^^ped: that fin ihould be arbitrarily 
Ironed; or indeed any Otherwife th^n tut 
f^h^ agreement with th(r acknowledged 
|W« «f IdiYltfie^ Ro^tttde^ The pardoA of fin 
: «ahnot 



Oi; RE D EM P T f O N^ ±^ 

ffMiiot be a matter iftdiffi(rent^ or of fmall 
inonient; whatever be the gttound of it. It 
w therefore dbfttrd to think of founding it 
upon mere will, or refolding it into Ibme un- 
accountable affection : and indeed of fearch«« 
lug for it Any where out of the road ^d rule 
of truth. Nof muft we flop among the ends 
of governmenty as is top conuiionly donet 
for the endd of Divine Government are un- 
queftionably limited by truth and reftitude^ 
£ ven the good of the uni verfe can no other-* 
wife, and no further be eo^fulted, than ^ 
it coincides lierewith. Thi» is confefleA 
and acknowledged by unbelievers to be th<» 
fiipreme ruh i and they nnght add the i^*^ 
fttxm end: for all ends niuft certainly her 
fubordinate to ^c glory of God; as the glory 
of God undoubtedly conlifts in the inviola- 
ble maintenance and eitablidmient of r»ght 
laiidttruth* • 

Setting then Revelation afide for the jpre^ 
fcnt, let ISbeBfon be fummoned and heard in 
the coufe before us : and without either tor- 
turing or tampering, let us fee whether, up^ 
on a &ir exaimination, even this evidence will 

Bot be bvoiig}it to con£^(^ the forlorn fta^ of 

mankind 
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mankind without a Redeemer ; and mot(tk, 
cfpecially the great occafion there wiis for. 
fuch a one in refpe£t of the ppint before us«. 
— — ^Thc .queftion is, how aiid by what 
means linners may be recoixciled to God; re-?, 
inflated in his favour, and reflored to the^ 
tleflings forfeited by fin. But what finners ? 
Not fuch as are impenitent and incorrigblei 
Thefe are no pbjedls of favour on any fcheme, 
tit any fuppofitionj and are therefore out of 
the queftion. As according to reafon they are 
unqualified for pardon, fo according to Reve« 
lation they are utterly incapable of Redemp^ 
tion. Their cafe admits of no other than 
vindidive treatment; and truth abfblutely re- 
quires that they be punifhed in proportion 
to their demerits; • 

We may therefore diredlly proceed to con- 
lider the cafe of Penitents^ and the efficacy, 
of Repentance. If the repentance and re-- 
formation of finners be alone fufficient to can- 
cel their guilt, procure an entire remiffion of 
their fins, and reduce them into their original 
ftate, or a condition equivalent thereto; then 
it maft be allowed, as far as human reafon is 
able to difcover, t^hat Redemption was,f» 

far 
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far needlcfs. For if men had it in their power 
throughly to blot out their own fins, they 
might redeem themfelves ; and if they might 
redeem themfelves, it cannot be faid in this 
refpeft, that they ftood in need of a Redeemer, 
It is requifite therefore that this point be care- 
iully and impartially examined. 

That the cafe of Penitents is widely dif- 
ferent from that, of Impenitents^ is readily 
granted on all ^Ands, and is indeed felf-evi-* 
dent. The firft thing therefore to be inquired 
is, whether the cafe of Penitents do not differ 
lik^wife, though not equally, from that of 
Innocents^ That innocence and penitence arc 
not the fame things, is obvious at firft fight. 
Are they then upon a level ? Or is the latter 
^equivalent to the former? This can never be 
admitted without judging counter to the 
clearcft ideas. — iThe cafe oi Penitents is mani- 
feftly compounded of ill-doing and well-do- 
jng J of things criminal, and things commen- 
idable. Viewed on one fide, it appears polluted 
with fin and folly^ and blackened with guilt. 
But the cafe oi Innocents is uncompounded : 
it confifts wholly and entirely of wdl-doing; 
is all pure and clear, without fpot or bfemifh; 

and 
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ftad as fuch^ mud be in itCslf throughly amLatf 
ble; an objed: of unmixed love and favour^ and 
evciy way precious in the fight of God. And 
fince thefe cafes are thui intrinficdly di&KOt 
f^d unequal ; they c^nnoc be entitled to the 
ikme degrees of approbation and favour ; but 
Tnuft, according to the principle of re(^itude« 
unavoidably require different treatment. 

To fet this in a clear lights it may be pro^ 
per to con^der> that all pre&imptuous fint 
and grofs offences deform the £3ul iand wound 
the confcieace. And if repentance were fup- 
pofed to heal fuch wounds ; yet they would 
be fure to leave deep (bars behind them. Let 
a penitent never fo carefully and iincerely re- 
ibrm what he finds ami^s^ yet he muft conti- 
nue difpleaied at himfeif on account of his 
£ns ; and perhaps the more he improves in 
vif tue» the more difagreeadDk will Cihe peci^l- 
k^tion ^f them be to hixn« His ientineieiitfi 
erf* hiiaiielf are oniyamixture of approbation 
aiid di&ppcohatix>n« /ktisfacftion and difpiea<i 
fiire ; and as the b&knce lieys betwvMn hk good 
and bad adioAs> he hoch approves and 
di&ppFovcs in proportioii. And is not t^is 
according to truth f Have we not therefore 

good 
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good reafoA to conclude, that God beholds 
him in the very (ame Hght wherein he be* 
holds himfelf, and in which his confcienctl 
reprefeats hii& ? 

That a fincere penitent is really a proper 
abjed: of mercy, is very true : and it is like-* 
wife true that amendment of life is ^rer the 
beft and wiieft thing that any finner can do 1 
and, by confequence, that God muft approve 
of it as foch, and be highly pleafed v^ith it^ 
But as furely as God approves of this part of 
his condu<St, (o fufdy muft he disapprove of 
&e other. As the fianer's repentance muA 
appear to the Deity what it really is 5 njiz^ 
Wife, and good, and praife* worthy : fb the 
fi^is which he has committed muft appear 
likewise what they really are $ that is, vile 
and odious. I fuppofe them ftill upon record,, 
and uncancelled $ for indeed what Should caa^-^ 
eel them ? D^es reafon iiiforni us that evil 
deeds paft may be either annihilated or oblin 
terated by fubiequent good ones ? What is 
really done cannot be rendered undone by 
imy after-conduft 5 and what is iU-done can- 
not become weli-done by any con4:ra;ry couric 
Af a^ion. 

jp Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding therefore his repentance, 
the penitent ftill is, and muft be, guilty be- 
fore God,, and his own confcience. And in 
' proportion to his guilt he has adlually de- 
merited. However his behaviour may be rec- 
tified fince his reformation, it can only anfwer 
for it felf; it cannot efface or alter his,paft 
tranfgreffions. His repentance indeed Cjannot 
want a good effed: : it muft turn to account 
fome way ; nay many ways. But who can 
£hew that it is able to do for him all that he 
wants from it ? Who can prove that it ought 
to fet him on a level with the innocent ? And 
that it is fufficient, of it felf, to recover the 
privileges of unfallen man, and reduce him 
to the original ftate and condition of human 
nature ? On. the contrary, to fuppofc this, is 
to confound innocence and guilt ; or, at leaft, 
to xeprefent righteoufnefs and repentance as 
equivalent y which is manifeftly repugnant to 
the. nature and truth of things, as hath al- 
ready been fhewn. — : — I fee not how any man 
can avoid acknowledging, that a ftate which 
is mixed and made up of good and bad ad;ions, 
virtues and vices, is far inferior to an uni- 
fi3rin^ uninterrupted courfe of well-doing. 
This would be in cffcd: refufing to pwn that 

a whole 
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a whole is greater than a part ; a truth I pre- 
fume felf-evident in morality as well as nature. 
And yet this does not come up to the cafe 
before us. For antecedently to the refor- 
mation of a penitent, there muft have been 
not merely a negation of merit ; but actually 
demerit, and a contraftion of guilt. How- 
ever he may deferye afterwards, and whatever 
degree of moral worth he may arrive at : ftill 
his former fins are to be confidered as fo many 
drawbacks ; and the difcount will be in pro- 
portion to their number and malignity. The 
fame treatment therefore, the fame degree of 
favour with the innocent, can with no rea- 
fon belong to him, or be expefted by him.* 
But neither is this an exadl ftate of the 
cafe. The penitent is not only entitled to 
lower degrees oi favour y but is juftly liable 
to dijpleafure^ and obnoxious to punijhment. 
This muft be granted, unlefs it be faid that 
his repentance is fufficient for his abfolution. 
Which indeed has been faid; but, I think, 
without any colour of proof; as will further 
appear afterwards. In the mean time I afk 
how the reformation of a finner can poffibly 
operate backwards, or have any effed: at all 
on paft aftions ? However his condudl may 

F 2 be 
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be improved^ or the agent himfelf chang-' 
ed ; his former fins can be no way altered 

thereby 4 Perhaps it may be alledged^ a-r- 

greeably to a declaration already made, that, 
agents only, and not their adions abftradedly 
GOnfideredj are properly fubjeds of demerit : 
and fince in the prefent cafe, the agent is 
fttppefed brought, by fincere repentance^^ ta 
a right and virtuous ftate; how can he, while 
he continues therein, be juftly obnoxious to 
puniflimentP I anfwer, that though defert 
or demerit can only be attributed to the agent; 
himfelf, yet furely he )s anfwerable for hia 
whole cpndud); ^ for pail adions as well aft 
prefent. Were a penitent to change his coa-* 
fcioufnefs, as well as his courfe of life^ andr 
to become a new man in a literal feofe ; then 
indeed Without freih ofience he could oa 
longer be obnoxious. But iince he is, and 
muft be confcious of Mrhat paiTed before hi$ 
conversion as well as fi^ncei; and i^nce th,6 
convert and the. liiiner are the fame indi^ 
vidua! agent : what ihould hinder him 
from being considered in both capacitieSj^ 
and, fuppofmg no mediator, treated accord* 
ihgly ? 

But 
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, But perhaps it will be urged, that repen- 
tance avails nothing, . if iincere penitents are 
liable to be treated as offenders ? I anfwer, 

Jirftf that they cannot, agreeably to truth, be 
treated merely as offenders, but as penitent 
offenders : the mixture and compofition of 
their cafe requiring a fuitable regard to both 
charaders. Secondly ^ Suppofing them to be 
puniChed, their repentance would ftill avail 
them very much, by greatly abating the mea-- 

Jure of their punifhment ; and perhaps by 
giving them reafonable hopes of fucceeding 
flavour, thirdly 9 Every departure from vice, 
and every virtue acquired, muft be attended 
\irith natural confequences proportionably 
lieneficiaL And hftly^ Though Reajbn can af-- 
jp3rd no certain grounds or methods for in- 
demnifying penitents ; yet Revelation may. 
No conclufion therefore can be drawn, from: 

~ the obnoxioufnefs of penitents, to the real 
difad vantage of repentance % which neverthe- 
less mufl: dways be the iinner's chief wifdom, 
and his higheft interefl. But I am perfuaded^ 
if ever he make out a clear title to abfolute 
impunity } he muil have jother lights and 
helps, than natural reafon is able to furniih 

ftim with. 
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I meddle not here v/itH the ends of govern^ 
merit. Though they be doubtlcls of great 
weight in themfelves ; yet, as I have already 
obferved, they can weigh nothing at all in 
oppoiition to truth, which always directs and 
limits them. I confider not therefore what 
they require ; but what I'rutb requires, I 
mean the truth of the cafe, and the real ftate 
and condition of a penitent finner. I aik 
then, whether guilt be not a juft ground for 
puniflbment ; and whether the finner have 
not reallv deferved it at his hands to whom 
vengeance belongeth ? On the other hand I 
am told, and acknowledge it to be true, that 
fincere converts are proper objefts of mercy* 
and favour. Both thefe paints muft be owned 
and maintained ; that is, as far as the one is 
confiftent with the other. For if in the treat-' 
ment of a penitent, either his guilt or his 
repentance be entirely difregarded, his- cafe 
muft appear not fully anfwered ; nor could 
he be faid to be treated according to what he 
is, or conformably to the whole truth* To 
which is to be added, that favour may be 
fhewn, and yet not include an abfolute im- 
punity j as puni£hment may be inflicted, and 
yet not exclude even great degrees of favouFs. 

Fur- 
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•F^irth^r than this, vrhat certainty, what 
fccurity from natural reafon, and the princi- 
ple of reftitude ? What further fatisfadtion 
can the penitent obtain in his complicated 
cafe, and under fuch a contrariety of circum- 
ftancefi ; fincc he is really an objedt both of 
God's favour and difpleafure ; what can his 
reafon fuggeft to him, but that as he has 
juft grounds for hope, fo he has alfo juft 
grounds for fear ? Should he be told> that God's 
mercy was his fupreme attribute, and would 
aiTuredly triumph over hxsjujiice; I know 
not how far he might be amufed, or deceived 
by loofe notions, and popular ideas j but with 
thofe who acknowledge the rule of truth, 
and the principle of reditude, fuch allega- 
tions muft ftahd for nothing. — ^ — If the moral 
perfedion of the Deity confifts in an inviola- 
able adherence tp truth 5 the only way to 
judge of his proceedings, muft be from an 
impartial examination of the cafe which lies* 
before us. And if it appear intricate, per- 
plexed, and involved ; if there are fads and 
circumftances fo oppofite to each other, as 
both to encourage and difcourage, promife 
and threaten at the fame time; as the cafe of 
penitents really feems to do : the moft natural 

- conclufion 
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conclufion would, I think, be ; that the dr- 
rcdtion of nature failing, fomc fupernatural 
difpenfation might well be defired and rta^ 
foiiably expefted* 

But it may be proper, under thi^ head, to ex- 
amine more particularly, what a late celebrated 
unbeliever has advanced, in order to fhew the 
efficacy and fufficiency of Repentance alone. 
I (hall firift confider what he ha§ offered* in 
other men's words 5 and afterwards what he 
urges in his ov^n» 

In the former of his quotations we find it 
affirmed to be an Article of Natural Religion^ 
that Forgivenefs does certainly follonv Repen-* 
tance. If by Forgivenefs be meant a plenary 
and perfeft remiffiionof fin; and fuch as im** 
plies the fame treatment, and the fame degree 
of favour to be vouchfaied penitents, as might 
hfive been expe'dted had they always preferred 
their innocence ; this, if I miftake not, has 
been already fhewn repugnant to the nature of 
things, and the truth of their cafe^ And 
even mucji lefs than this will require, ex- 

• ChriJIianity as dlc( as ibi Creation^ Page 390, and 391— 
a Ed. 4to. 

eluding; 



Of, redemption. 41 

ifrluding Redemption^ better proof, as I ap- 
prehendj than is to be noet with either here 
or elfewhere« Thus however the point is 
argued. 

If God he a merciful and henign Beings h$ 
nti/J aeeept the payment we are able to maAe j 
emd not mjift on impoffibte demands with his frails 
hankrupt creatures. The moral perfection of 
the Deity is unqueftionable, whether we call 
it merey, benignity, or rectitude: but to 
^fcribe aJ^eSlion to Him correfpondent to ours, 
feems to me derogating from that perfection* 
To confider him as always ading according 
to the invariable rule of truth, is a much 
more honourable idea; as comprehending 
every thing that is really worthy of him^ 
By this rule we are furc God can make no 
impoJiHe demands on any of his creatures ; 
nor indeed any other demands than what are 
perfoSly equitable, fair, and fitting* What- 
ever men can truly plead for themfelves. He 
^11 at all times readily and gracioufly hear. 
No circumftance belonging to their cafe will 
He overlook ; whether arifing from the frailty 
of their nature, or the ftrength of tempta- 
tion. Every thing is taken in, and regarded ac- 
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cording to what it is. Every thing is weighed 
in the balance of truths and all jufl allowances 
made. This, however it be donominated or 
diftinguifhed, is clearly and eiTentiaUy im-i 
plied in the redtitude of God's nature and 
government.— But how does ^it follow from 
hence that penitents and innocents fhould be 
treated alike ? Or that the demerits of the 
former muft needs be quite overlooked ? Be 
it fuppofed they have done all in their power 
towards a reparation of their offences ; can 
this make them as worthy as if they had ne- 
ver offended ? For the reafon here given, the 
repentance and reformation of finners cannot 
fail of being approved and accepted. But 
furely unfinning obedience would have been 
more approved, and better accepted. — Again, 
how does it appear that all marks of difplea- 
fure are inconfiflent with the acceptance of 
penitents ? May they not be juflly treated 
as finners, before they be favoured as peni- 
tents ? Can any rational argument be brought 
in difproof of fuch a fuppofition ? It is fo 
far from being repugnant to redtitude, that it 
feems more agreeable to the truth of the qafe^ 
than that fuUnefs of mercy and favour which 
is here contended for. And ^indeed fetting 
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afide Revelation^ and admitting the rule of 
truth; here, I think, human reafon muft- 
ftick faft, without being .able to difengage 
itfelf from thcfe very apprehenfions. But 
to proceeds 

No generous man but will forgive bis enetf^^ 
much more his child^ if he difapproves the 
wrongs he has done^ is really grieved for it^ 

and defrous to make amends. How much 

morejhall God forgive all perfons thus difpofed 
and reformed^ I anfwer, firft^ that no man 
will or can ejleem an injurious enemy ^ or dif- 
obedient childy fo much as a faithful friend, 
or an innocent and obedient child : not even 
himfelf after the commiflion of heinous 
crimes, fo well as before ; u^ I have already 
taken notice. All fuch offences neceffarily 
leiTen our efteem either for others, or for 
ourfelves.— ^— But fecondly, in refped: of be^ 
nevolencey or good-will, the cafes here com- 
pared are widely different. God alone is the 
true and proper avenger of the wrongs done 
by his creatures. Stridly fpeaking, vengeance 
is his y and his only. We are. neither com- 
miflioned, nor qualified for any fuch purpofe. 
iJefides, as we are univerfally offcaderjs in one 
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kind or other; mutual forglveaefs, as far aa^ 
we are concerned^ is matiifeftly moO: reafbna-* 
ble. Not to mention that the well-being of 
human fociety vifibly requires it. On the 
other hand, it is God's unqueftionable right^ 
and peculiar province, as governor of the 
world/ to judge and diftinguifli his creatures 
according to their re^lpedlive behaviour* And 
therein he is pleafed to dired all his proceed- 
ings by the immutable rule o£ redlitude. Not 
only therefore his efteem, but his ienevckn€0 
like wife, is limited and governed by the 
merits and <icmerits of moral agents • The 
confcquence of which feems to be not only 
a very different treatment of penitents and 
impenitentSy but a proportionable diflin^on 
between penitents and innocents; the iner 
quality of their merits, and the difference of 
their cafes, plainly reqijiring it.— — As to. 
a parent's forgivenefs of his cbUdrerty this is 
ftill more eafily accounted for. They are 
governed almoft entirely by the propenfities, 
of nature, and ftrength of affedion ; iajo|f 
can they even corredt their children witaout 
affliding themfelves. But furcly the univer-t 
fal parent is influenced ?ind afted by a higher 
principle than this ; nor can we fuppofe other* 

wife 
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wife without a diminiftion of his glorj. A 
m9ral Affe£lion for truth and righteoufnefs 
muftbe granted, at leaft the fupreme, if not 
^ fole afFefiion of the Deity. And indeed 
it may .well be queftioned, whether any other 
be worthy of him. However, moft certain 
it is, that ho natural principle in the Deity 
can over-rule thftt, which is moral. To 
fuppofe him relenting like human parents, in 
oppofitiofl to truth and reftitudc, would be 
afcribing «o Him our weaknefles and imper- 
Icftions. ' 

. Not only mercy ^ but ^ifdom wi/l tffediually 
difpofe Ood to forgive the penitent , becaufe the 
creature reformed by penitence is fuch as it 
ou^bt to bCy and fuch as God willetb it ; which 
MngfOy it can be no wifdom in God to affliSt it 
Witnecejarifyn 'T;V notjujiicey but rage^ to pu-^ 
nijb when the perfon is already mended. Con- 
iidcrcd as zjinner^ the penitent is Indecd^ri^ 
as he ought to be^ andfucb as God wiiletb him: 
but coniidered as a moral ageniy the aiiertion 
is never to be granted. Moral agents ought 
to be innocent^ and God eternally wills they 
ihould be fo ; as when they have finned, he 
CiernaHy wills they fliould reform ; which is 

indeed 
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indeed all that is then in their power ; and hy 
confequcnce, all that can be required of them. 
But ftill no reafon appears why penitents 
fhould expeft to be placed on the fame foot 
With innocents. A finnef can do no more than 
cfFedlually reform. What then ? May he not 
neverthelefs be dealt with according to the 
truth of his cafe ? What caufc can he fhew, 
why he fhould not be tried and treated by this 
facred rule ? The wifdom of God can ne- 
ver difpofe him to any thing repugnant to 
truth and reSlitude. For the higheft wifdom 
confifts in purfuing the meafures, and exe- 
cuting the dictates of reafon and truth. Here- 
by God is doubtlefs difpofed fo far to forgive 
the penitent, as to make a wide diftindlion be- 
tween him and the impenitent; their cafes 
l)eing in reality widely different. But neither 
an equality of favour with the innocent, nor 
even the ahfplute impunity of the penitent, 
can be faid to follow from the premifes here 
laid down. To make a fui table diftindlion 
between penitents and innocents, can never 
be proved difagreeablq to Divine ReBitude ; 
nor, by confequence, tq Divine Wifdom, 
But if penitents were to be, in any degree, 
puniihed; would not this be affliSiing them 

uni'^ 
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tmnecejfarily f Not, if the glory of God, that 
is, the maintenance of right and truth, require 
it. And what argument can natural reafoa 
afford in difproof of this point ? Without 
ibme fupernatural expedient I am not able 
to difcovcr any certain ground for the entire 
indemnity of penitent finners. — \ — It is here 
iaid to be not jujiice^ but rage^ to punijh where 
tie per/on is already mended. But it is only 
faid, not proved; neither do I think it capa- 
ble of proof. If indeed the reformation of 
finners was the fole end of punifhment ; then 
the full impunity of fincere penitents would 
clearly follow. But this is neither the fole 
. nor the chief end of punifliment ; as will be 
fliewn afterwards. In the mean time I fliall 
only obferve, that to adl conformably to truth 
is moral reSlitude ; and between reSiitude and 
rage there is no more affinity, or agreement^ 
than between light and darknefs. 

The i^econd quotation runs in the fame 
ilrain, and contains the fame arguments; and 
therefore need not be particularly examined. 
But it may not be improper to obferve by the 
way, though not diredly to our prefent pur- 
{>ofe, that whereas it is here alTerted thuthe 

law 
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hw istbeeternaly immutable ftandardqf right % 
this propofitbn ought to be inverted. For 
right is not properly founded on law i but. 
law founded on right. -^ — I would alfo take 
notice, concerning ^zt forgivertefs and ream'* 
dliation here looked upon as attainable by 
repentance ; that the point is either to be 
granted or denied, according to the meaning 
and meafure in which the words are under-^ 
ftood. Repentance is not only a real, but 
cfiential ground of forgivenefs ; and in n» 
fcnfc whatever is reconciliation to be ob- 
tained without it. But ftill the queflion is> 
whether repentance alone be fufficient to, 
procure the penitent fueh a forgivenefs, as he 
wants, and has been before defcribed. If a 
plenary forgivenefs be meant ; that amounts 
to the forementioned equality of favour and 
privil^e ; and confounds the cafe of innocents 
and penitents^ as I have already obferved* 
How fuch a confufion of different cafes is to 
be reconciled with reftitude, is not here 
Ihewn ; nor am I able any where to difcover. 
"^ — If it be alledgcd that impunity may how-' 
ever be expedled, though not an equality of 
favour ; the anfwer is, that an inequality of 
favour may, of itfelf, be confidered as a pu- 
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niHiment^ fuppofing no* other. But that 
there can be no other, does by no means foU 
low from the. principle by me maintained; 
notp I thinks from any thing advanced in 
thefe quotations. 

r 

But let us hear how the forementioned 
author ai^ues about this matter in his own 
words> Can any thing be more evident ^ i&ys . 
he *, than that, if doing evil is the onlyfoun- 
datioH of God's dijpleafure ; ceqfing to do evil^ 
and doing the contrary^, muji take away that ^ 
dijpleaftire.^—^figzxn^ the agent confidered 
as z penitent f there can be no difpleafure re-* 
maining : but what fhould take away God's 
difpleafure againft him, confidered as a^;7- 
nerf If, notwithftanding his penitence, he 
may ftill continue difpleafed at himfelf, on 
account of his pad fins, as I before obferved ; 
why may not God alio continue difpleafed a( 
him on the fame account ? Is not both the 
one and the other conformable to the truth 
of the cafe ? This author feems to confider 
the agent in the fingle capacity of a penitent ; 
forgetting that he is likewifc a finner. Or 
tlfe he fuppofes him not accountable for his 

f Ibid, pu 417— —i8. 
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dns after rcpcntwicci which is begging tbo 
qiiieilioQ. Tho' the penitent now holds his 
l^tndi j^t he h^ formerly blpttcrd the image 
ofhia Makirr, trtnfgrefled hia lawe^ dnd v^« 
lated eternal truths. Thefe things tee ja&p 
and he is now grown wifer. But is he there- 
fore grown mnocent ? He ceafes to do evl/: 
but does tiliat eyil whidi he has donff* ionfe 
to be evil; or he to be wfwerable for itP If 
not, here is ftill a foundation both for Gpd'& . 
difpleafure, ^nd his own.-r-^To go oii wid^. 
the author's reafoning; 

» 

As hng as men continue in their Jiru^ tbt^ muji - 
continue tie proper objeBs of God's refenimmti, 
but wien tiey, forfaking their fiui^ aSl a par* i 
fuiiablt to their rational nature^ they of iourjt . 
iecome the proper oije£}s of his ^probation,. . 
They do fo ; but fhould it not have been 
confidered, that men may be, in difFor^nt 
refpcds, proper oije£}s both of God's appror . 
b^ttioM and difupprobationf He certainly apn . 
proves their prefent meafures,^ becaufe they- 
are right and dutiful ; ai^d as certainly 6xir, : 
approves their formeir courfes, bocaipbie th^ . 
were wrong and rebellious. And the panin > 
tents themfelves jpia "s^jfh hva^ if^ both. The 
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kiMa oi mnC^cStii^^ lUtA thd ptiifh id 
Nf«)fmlA^y htlOAg joifttly to the famd iadi* 
tibial ftg^ls : who ikntl ni tbit doabl* 
ta^cit^ 'befouM 06ii and tkerr own coff6>ii6a4 
eey^ And if this be a true lights and Cod 
bekoAds them thereili; how can it appear 
from nitv>rill rdafim tbat he will not treat 
titteftn accordingly ? iftherebeaway tofavoar 
pCMttn\ti Of eif aind above^ cdtifi^nt with 
iF€c£tita(le $ k may reafonably be hoped fors 
hat thfff mil ft be inddbted for k to rdvdatiotiv 
^^-^-^^ — ^in tain thea is it declared that Oo^ 
^a^rovte pe*iteists. F(W ftffely he may ap- 
fjTdtd tbreth without' exalting them to thd 
hmi of i^iiocents. Nay they may be poiTe^ed 
of hi^ approbation and favour^ and yet M 
pafti{hed« If their fubfeqoeiHI merit will 
Md^tmnJt hr tbe on^^ their ^i^tededent deoietit 
W^ a)§«ocid( fo# ^ 6ther. 

Wrf ^- told^, that as if nxmsfir tbtfikiiif 

' ^aSili fhdt God ^dvt bim lam^ Jo be txicui^ 

Jthn^fui^fi^thefdihe fedfott. Meiwr efkAli 

:«•** Uii&Uif the Derty ixt rcfprcfentctf a^ d^ii 

JlihdiHg od tftei^ belfef, that be atify piHtJkt 

^fBeW, md mfAfd^ tbtn^, tBerr^odrequir^ 

^ t&ii. p. 3^ 39, 4i, 
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That whatever punijhment . be infli&s^ muft it 
a mark of bis love ^ in notfuffering bis creatures 
to remain in that miferablejiate^ which is infe^^ 
farahlk from Jin and wickednefs. , And that 
without this fuppofition, it would be meer 

cruelty and malice. ^If the production and' 

promotion of natural good be the fupreme 
end of the Deity; certainly it muft be the 
good of the whole created fyftem: to which 
all private and particular advantages are ma« 
nifeflly fubordinate. Suppofing then the 
puniihment of a finner, a penitent finner, tQ 
redound to the public benefit; the infli&ing 
of it would be fo far from cruelty^ that it 
would be pure benevolence, . and might juftly, 
be looked upon as a mark of God's love. Either 
therefore in thefe and the like paffages^ the 
author muft be fuppofed to mean this public 
good; tho' his expreilibns often look another 
way : or his obfervations turn gn a grofs error, 
and a palpable abfurdity. — But this I ihall 
not iniift on, nor inquire into any further^ 
las being altogether needlefs in refped: of the 
principle which I maintain, and which this 
author maintains too, occafionally, and by 
fits. For indeed he fometimes reprefents 
re^it^e, and fometimes benevolence, as the 

chief 
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chief principle and pcrfeftion of the Deitjr* 
To fuppofe them the fame^ is confounding 
the moft diftant ideas. Truth and happinefs^ 
however they may coincide, can never be the 
fame thing, or propofed as one and the fame 
end. And if they be diftind; ends ; the one 
muft be fubordinate to the other. Andwhe- 
ther it be the former, or the latter, is cafily 
difcovered. ' Does God do what is right p 
merely in order to benefit bis creatures ; or he 
benefits and blefles his creatures becaufc it is 
right fo to do ? If the anfwer to this quefliou 
be not, as I think it is, fufficient to deter- 
mine the point before us ; let us fuppofe, 
what is mx)rally impbiBble, that the utter 
ruin of fome innocent perfbn fhould conduce 
very highly to the general advantage of his 
fellow-creatures. On this fuppofition I aik, 
whether the righteous Governor of the world 
could be thought willing to execute fuch a 
fentence with fuch a view ? If I am anfwered 
in the negative, as furely I (hall, the fupre-* 
macy of that principle, for which I am con^ 
tending, manifeftly and und^ni^bly follows. 
• " ■ - I conclude therefore, that the primary 
end both of divine laws and fandtions, ii 
neither private, por publip advantage; not 

natural 
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netufol good but morMl. That is, ift fcri^tof» 
phrai^ the ^ibrjf 0^ Codt to ^kh> all eflds 
aec fizbonKiativ ntd etenr thi«g^ U '«» IM 
fe&CMd. If then «ff^ «fttaY »canutiht tff inu 
iiocttitfr iddi f<»ieeflls/ df ^abf^t6 ktt^ifiiil^ / 
«f peniiKnt^ b6 tfpxkpHAi tty (he ^Ji^^ afCfodi 
neither their iii««E)eft» fi6f Itlai of th« ^dlfll<f 
cad & fiu- bd rcgfardekl. Tot fh«^ ^i« f&dSfU 
dtty- cn4U» afld oKly |6 he p«u;foed in f«bK]i(<.^ 
dinationtoilheifidtk A4idiA>oniert«dUhoMP 
wfattthflT thc^ pointd^ agfr^ ^t krtWfoM 
herewi^ ; die cYtiti t^ltt ^ I afprehttiidy i^ 
td otamiiie vHiether tilt/ be dottfortMbltt 
or FCjpugaant to truth ; in the m^MfenaiMS 
dtiid efta&liihrDienC of which th« gktfjr of God 
pnmariiy coiififhf> ds the violaek>n^ o# il 
cqtiaUy tends to hi« ^^onour. -^ IF then' ffitf 
principal emb of puniikkig finners, b6 that 
whodi ii^ herd laid: down; let A^^tarat rtSibii 
Attwv if iftdaiH dkat penitents a^eriA nodegiH^ 
cbist»dous. Letit itnakeoM tbatthdi^ifcl^ib^ 
loee iflipmii^jr ii» agriceaUe to the truth of t9lei# 
csfe ; aiidv by confequenc^^, cb«difeii^ fO 
QodH'^ gXotf. Widi(Hl« thie all^ argUin^tlK 
draww from mitlimt advantage, wheShAr* pria 
fBteor public, a»e irain^attd fctfeigtt.— ^TBii 
aothor bdbre us> hdWe^er Highly he niay 

fomc- 
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ibm^imes fpeak of diviae tt6titi^, feems (• 
mftiw it confitft in promoting, on any t<:nn8« 
and At any rate, thie natural good pf creatHre9 s 
vhich* tibo' it apfwers the. id«a ^iknevolmc^i 
yet is, |f I xniiUke not, very remote frpoi 
that of ««r«/ re0itude> •^ I ihall only add* 
that the puniihment of ponifcents i» rqire* 
fented by him as cruelty and malice : but how 

ui^ttiUy* ftg wfUaspr^fuoiptuouflyf If.trqth 
requive it. «^bich h/^ hais ofH difproved* Ii6i<« 
tb«r fouH ho; itmuft be perfit^ly <r/g^/.o 
whatever Actions infn 9uiy entSftajiA ef it; 
md whfttf vi^r A^mQ9 th«y in>y prefum0 to 
9ivi? it« 



the faregoing r* afwing be juft. th? c©n-r 
fii^ttmcQ miii]^ b«, thatmaQkiod ftood in n^ 
of a Red^mef , to extricate them out pf theff 
di^ultie^* ^d reioAate th^n io their origi- 
pal condition. As there i^ no redemptipA 
vith^Ht lepentaoce; ^ r?pfjatance gppi^r^* 

t]il9ilgb fas from \»\Vg ufejiefs, yet iq^perf«^ 
ap4 inf^^^cient without redfmptjon. This 

qwft H the cafe, if it caoaot iRdemijify 69- 
ms>t ;an4 deliver tbeni entirely from the pa* 
oajties 9f fin and the c^rfe of th« law. And 
^ther it cannot do thi$ j; or at Ica^ no proof » 

no 



56 Op redemption. 

flo evidence appears that it can. On the con*' 
tfary it feems highly probable, even from 
natural reafon, that it's efficacy is not fo great 
as fully to anfwer, of itfelf, onr wants and 
expectations. — — I fliall therefore go on to 
confiderthc 'DoBrine of Redemption in another 
light, and, as I propofed in the 

III. Third place, to (Jiftw its perfcA con- 
fiftetice and agreement with truth ahd tdOX^ 

tude. -In order whereto, I judge it requi« 

fite to premife briefly a few remarks con- 
cerning the Fa/I} the root of thofe evils from 
which we want to be delivered. Thefc two 
doctrines have fo near a dependence, -and are 
fo clofely linked together; that I think nei- 
ther of them can be examined and explained 
fcparatcly, without difadvantage. There is 
a moft remarkable contraft between thcfrfi 
znAfecond Adam ; between the damages fuf- 
tained by the one, and the benefits derived 
from the other ; as alfo between the demerit 
of the former, and the merit of the latter. 
Hence the doctrines mutually fupport and 
illuflrate each other; and hence we find them 
in Scripture produced and mentioned in con- 
jun^on. They cannot indeed be confidered 

abflra^tedly 
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aabftradedly without great inconvenience ; and 
if they could^ a previous refledtion on the 
£b11 might ftUl not be improper ; v^ere it only 
^0 prevent mifrepreientationy and to fhew 
liow unjuftly this do<5trine has been accufed 
of incoofiitence whtx Divine Reditude. 

Whether the Mofaic account of original 
^ is to be interpreted literally, or allegori- 
cally, or both ways ; I fhs^l not take upon 
me to determine. There feems indeed jufl 
ground for fufpicion, that we are not fo clear 
concerning the nature of Adam^% tranfgref^ 
fion, as we are apt to imagine, ^t I have 
no occaflon to enter into any fpeculation con«» 
ceming that matter \ as being, if not foreign, 
yet needlefs to my prefent purpofe. What- 
ever the offence was, the offender only could 
be anfwerable for it. For all demerit is ne-* 
ceflarily perfonal, and therefore incommuni- 
cable. Whatever other grievances we might 
inherit from our iirft parents ; we could not 
poiiibly inherit the guilt of their difobedience. 
It is manifcftly repugnant to reafon, and 
even common fenfe, to fuppofe the blame of 
evil anions belonging, either in whole, or in 
part, to any other, than the individual agents 

I who 
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Avho committed them. And flill more fo^ to 
imagine the race of mankind capable of tranf- 
grcffing before they were born. For how 
fhould men ofFend, before they could ad: ; or 
how fhould they ad, before they exifted ? 
And if the guilt of oiir firft parents could not 
be communicated or derived; neither could 
their punijhment. For botfi are alike perfbnal ; 
and therefore equally incapable of being tranf- 
ferred, as J Jbefdre had occafion. to obferve* 
On this account it muft be a grofs mifrcprc- 
fentation, to confider death as inflidted on 
mankind for the punijhment of Origiikal fin* 
For no palt of mankind, without a Tiglation . 
of eternal truth, can be punifhed for any fins 
but their own. It was indeed inflifled as a 
punijhment on ovlx Jirjl parents ; and their pu- 
nifliment, by a natural confequence, became 
our lot, and our calamity. And in this fenfc 
only are we to underftand the fcriptural decla- 
ration above-mentioned, that in Adam all die. 
In analogy whereto muft the counterpart of it 
be interpreted; as will appear afterwards. 

From hence however an objedlion is drawn, 
which muft not be left unanfwered. It is 
ailedged, that inftead of a mitigation, it rather 
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feems an aggravation of the hardfhip^ to find 
ourfelvcs involved in the fatal efftAs of Adam* s 
tranfgrcffijjn, notwithftanding our being inca- 
pable of participating either his guilt, or hi8 
punifliment, — I anfwcr ^^, That there is 
z wide difference between the evilhere fpoken 
tf confidered as a pnntjhment^ and cpnfidcred 
only as ' a natural grievance : riot only as the 
former is irrcconcileable, and the latter per* 
fedtly.recbncileablc with the reftitude of the 
divine adminiflration ; but alio in refpedt of 
Durfelves. For certainly a mere natural evil 
is much riiore fiipportable, than that which 
is accompanied with moral evil, or guilt : 
this being the grcateft aggravation of miferyj 
or rather, being itfelf the greateft mifery. — 
Bxxijicotuify, It is to be obferved, that men 
could have no claim, or title to Immortality. 
AH the gifts of heaven are perfc^ly free ; or 
they would not be gifts : and therefore God 
may juftly difpenfe, or refome them, when; 
where, and how he pleafes. Had AJam been 
ibrmed, and fixed, without any promife, or 
yrofpcfit of immortality; he would have had 
Jio caufe of complaint; as entirely depending 
for every thing on the Creator's good pleafure, 
^vcry exifteftce was mere bounty j much 

I 2 more 
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more the perpetuity that was offered himv 
And if he would have had no juil ground of 
complaint, fuppofing mortality his dbftined 
condition ; how could his offspring reptiic at 
theirs? Whatever occafioned it, no wrong 
was done them. They might accufe Adam, 
if they pleafcd; but providence they could 
not. -» Efpecially confidering in the tSirJ 
place what an ample reparation of their lofTes 
was provided for diem . Is it not abimdantly 
Sufficient to filence all objections, and fatisfy 
every reafonable enquirer ; that whatever 
mankind^ loft or fuficred itirougji jiJam's 
demerits, was to be regained or fully com» 
penfated by the merits of a Redeemer ? On 
this fuppoiition, for fuch I confider it at pre^ 
fent, no room can be left for our complaints, 
or even for our wi(he$« If we incurred death 
and mortality througH a tranfgreffion not Our 
own, and recovered life and immortality 
through an aft of obedience in which we had 
no fharcj the lofs and damage fuftained is fo 
far fully balanced. Death indeed, I own, is 
ftill to be undergone ; but, as matters ar^ 
ordered, we have reafon to reckon that an 
advantage, rather than a difadvantage« If it 
be urged, that the privileges of Redemption 

are 
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are only conditional; I need make no other 
aofwer than that the privileges of creation 
were the fame. Had they been otherwife^ 
we had needed no Redemption. But indeed 
this was, and is, and ever will be, in the 
very nature of the thing, not only moft fit- 
ting; but, morally fpeaking, unavoidable^ 
as was before obferved. 

But however life and immortality were re^^ 
covered for mankind, it may .be furmifed and 
urged that this bleffing might as well have 
been continued to them without interruption, 
as firft refumed, and afterwards reftored. — - 
That men fhould be created with freedom, 
and full power over their own actions, was 
jieccflary to conftitute them moral agents, 
and render them capable of promoting the 
glory of God, and the good of their fellow- 
creatures: as likewife for the advancement of 
their own happinefs, as was (hewn in my 
ibrmer trafl:. Liberty then they muft have : 
and it is equally evident, that if they had it, 
they might abufe it if they would. Accord-* 
ingly they did fo, and that very early. Our 
£rft parents broke through the ftrongeft obli* 
gations, and violated the exprefs law of their 

Maker. 
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Milker, The confequcncc of which muft bc^ 
that they would be judged and dealt with 
according to truth und rightcoufncfs* 3C.hc 
reafons of puniihment am moft evident ; but 
what punifliment ? Suchgs migh.t.be a lafting 
teftimony, a Handing document, of the odi- 
oufhefs, ipallgnity, and deftru^ive nttuie of 
fin, and God's high diXpleafurc againjft it, .No 
juft objedlion then can lie, either againft the 
denunciation ofdeath> or the execution of it; 
^s being a fentence perfectly fuitable to th^ 
ends of providence,, as welj as entirely agree^ 
able tO' rpafon and reditude, -— On the othey 
hand, it fecms not c^ppformable either to the 
perfeftions of God, or the imperfections of 
hi$ creatures, that theimmedif^te.eani(equencQ 
of iQin fhould be utter deilruAion. Men might 
repent and reform; and> if they did, theijf 
cafe would be altered again. For tho* rcpen-* 
taniQe h^ not innocence, nor equal to it; yet, 
98 we h?,ve already feen, it renders men real 
objeds of Divine Favour. The cafe of fmcere 
penitents being widely different from that of 
incorrigible ofitnders ; it is not to be imagined 
that they fhould meet with the fome treat* 
ment, and be equally and indilcriminately 
involved in the fame doom: as being repug; 

nant 
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nant to trbth/ and contnty to the 'natiircif lud 
tfioittal differences of men and thingsf^ When 
JSm entered into the Worlds the reafon is plain 
why Jeath flioakl follow; and the feafbn is as 
plain why it fliould nbt finally jprtvail, if 
there was any way to prevent it confifteht with 
liie divine perfe£tibns« J* tie midji ofjudg-- 
tnent God would remoter mercy ^ according 
to the language of Scripture. That is, inter- 
preted by the rule of reffitude, he would 
take in the whole of the finner's cafe, and 
regard the nature and circumftances of the 
agent, as well as the nature of the tranfgrcf- 
fion. He would provide for finccre penitents 
dS favourably and fully as truth would allow; 
.^nd the refult of this was their effeSrual re- 
demption. — This, I prefumc, is a fufficicnt 
smd fatisfaftory account, why death fhould 
:firft enter and conquer; and afterwards be 
^:onquered and excluded ; as it fhews, at the 
^ame time, the grounds of both difpenfations, 
-*^ But to proceed : 

Mortality^ and death being thus the original 
images ofjin^ became the natural lot of man- 
Itind; however made eafy by fupernatural fa- 
vours and fubfcquent blcflings. But they 

inherited 
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itoherited likewi(b corruption of aoother kind* 
By Jin cam not only deaths but a depravation 
of human nature. That is, men's natural 
difpo0tion$ were in fome mcafure difordered, 
tod their afiedions tainted. They were ftill 
at liberty, flill agents : but their fenfual incli*- 
nations and paflion$ acquiring a preternatural 
ftrength, expofed them more to temptetion, 
and rendered the difcharge of their duty more 
difficult. To fay that it became hereby im* 
pradticable, is moft abfurd; and indeed in 
one fenfe, a contradiftion. For whatever is 
really impradticable, ceafes to be a duty; 
forafmuch as no agent can be obliged to im-« 
poflibilities. On which account the corrup- 
tion of human nature permitted by providence 
is unjuftly reprefented as repugnant to divine 
redlitude. This derivative taint was no more 
a juft ground of complaint, than mortality. 
For nothing more was required of frail men, 
than what was either naturally or fupcrnaiu- 
rally in their power. If help was wanting 
to raife and reduce them to their primitive 
dignity, and reftore the luftre of that image 
in which they were firft created; it was im- 
mediately granted in part, and even proviiion 
made for the entire completion of it. In the 

meaa 



Ot redemption. 6r 
tuam. xkM x}0ifff were only rendered aorede«» 
pftndeat on divine aid aod aififtance; atnd 
tfaat^ after it had appeared t)iat neither men. 
nor angels ccmld fecnrely be trailed qd their 
own bottom* So that however niaa's naturtt 
was diftempered, relief was always at hand ; 
ajad a remedy in readijaefs^ more than adequate 
to the difeafe. ~— «- But having fpoken to this 
raatter * elfewhere, I have the lefs occafipn 
to enlarge on it here. J ihall therefore return 
tQ the purfuit and diicu0ion of the main point; 
which perhaps has been lefs coniid^red^ tho' 
there, feems to be more occafion for it. I 
mean the manner and method of our being 
redeemed from the guilt, or to ipeak more 
properly, the penalties of fin. , And in order 
to open the difficulties of this part of redemp* 
tion, I judge ^the foregoing doftrinc to be the 
trueft and fitteft key. Or rather, applying the 
one doiftrine to the other, they will be founds 
if I miftake not, 6\vtdi tallies. Both are 
couched, tho' figuratively expre^ed, in the 
following text of Scripture; .and indeed in 
feveral others of the like import, -f ^s by 
one maris difobedience many were madejinners ; 

* CoUiSien of Tra^s^ Uc. p. 987—289. 
f Rom. v« 19, 

K /, 
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J6 fy the obedience of one Jhall many be madi 
r^bteous. Made finners^ and made righteous^ 
in more fenfes than one : but in A^hateVer 
ienfe the words be undcrftood; the correfpon* 
dence holds, and the contrail is vifible. 

The former of thefe difpenfations has been 
already explained, and vindicated ; and the 
latter remains to be noW fet in a clear light, 
which perhaps is all that is needful to be 
done in its defence and jttftification. * ■ ■ > 
Vicarious puniJhfneHt appears ah Utter impofli* 
bility . Arid if vicarious fuff'ering do not imply, 
of amount to the fame thing, it is to me 
altogether ttnihtelligiblei. That by a fuppofed 
commutation of perfons Chrift fhould become 
our Subjlttute or Proxy; and, as fuch, endure 
evils inflidted on account of our finst feetnS 
to me at leaft running into needlefs obfcurity, 
and wrapping up a plain dodtrine in clouds 
and darkftefs. If Adam was our fubftitute, 
our reprefentative in finning ; then might it 
be allowed that Cbriji was the fame in fufFer- 
ing. Of if we could be punifhed for Adam*^ 
tranfgreflion, then Chrijl might be fuppofed, 
by the fame rule, to be punifhed for ours. 
JBiit whoever difowos the former of thefe doc- 
^ , trines 
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trines will unavoidably be obligjcd to give up 
•the latter ^r-^The great queftion then remain- 
ing to be confidered i$» how Redemption 
was pradicable according to the principles 
.«nd conceflions here laid down. It has air 
ready been granted^ and even maintained, that 
neither fin, nor demerit, nor punifhment, 
•can poiiibly be transferred, becauie' they are 
perfonal. And are not righteoufnefs, an4 
merit, and reward, equally perfonal, and 
therefore equally intransferrible ? I both own 
the premifes, and allow the conclufion; and 
yet cannot find any juil caufe to be in pain 
about either. I jreadily acknowledge that, 
ftri&ly fpeakingy it is altogether impoflible, 
that men fhould be either made ^^iirfrx, or 
righteous^ by the ad and deed of other per- 
fons; aud no lefs repugnant to truth, that 
they fbould be titker puni/hed or rewarded, 
for good or evil aftions, in which they them- 
felves had no hand. The great purpofes of 
Redemption may^ I hope, be fully anfwered 
without any recourfe to fuch fuppofitions. 
^ Let it but be allowed, that the/r^ jidam de- 
' ferved the fentence and punifhment infli<9:ed 
on him; and that the lafi Adam, the ^ Lamb 

♦ Rev. V. la. 

tbat 



«B nt REDEMPTION- 

that "was fiain^ merited !a high rewwdt ^isA 
^8 truly nmrthy to receive Stmonr^ /rndp^wer^ 
iKkdghryi kkdbkjfing^ as we fiad them aiferihed 
Kh him in Scripttire^ aneU i a|>|>!reheiidt thefe 
dD^/V will be fofficiecLt for the viiidicatioA of 
4^yeker do3iirse« 

B^ ti!ibmittif)g to takb oxhr istiutt u{Km hkti^ 
<l^n ladder the ;greateft difcotjrageipfcfits «>d 
^i!^dv««tfG3ges ; in the iQWeft Ibiso^. aiid the 
^ttMsft tmwelceme ctxidk&iohj by h«idahUiSg 
Ibiffnfdf ;ftiU iower^ and patiently ^aduuag 
^llie gi-esteft h&rdihips^ indigfutie€» -aad di£- 
tfseSfes^ by iiidd^gahly Peking aod |>ramot-- 
ing Sram firft tolafl: the :glwy o£ ^od> and 
idiebvnd&tofinankim]; hut more e.^caa]^ 
^by -* 'isctming obedient ifnte iJeati^ €%xm the 
^ikath "hfthe crq^ cmr Redeeoier was uaquef- 
^bktfi&idy mod: n^rittfrhuSi^ in ^he ikvdk ahcyv:e 
•isepkiiied. To ^erfedt inttocence he Joiood 
'iktt moft extiCKftvc benevolence^ aiid the mdlft 
«scahcd^iiJtac; ^nd ihorehy becanne onikulod 
to >lii^ iu|^ft facmcnir^ andmoft diilif)gui&od 

-wward. So far /here is a (perfed jigreeinkeiat 

>9t>ieh truth anduxidHtude^ without alliqueftiofij 
>wxd bfeyond all objeftian. That the rew-aed 

♦ Pbil. ii.«. 
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conferred, cm him no way iater£ered with 
right and truth; but, on the contrary, wajs 
moft proper and fuitablft in all r^peds ; moft 
Worthy of the giver, and moft acceptable to 
the receiver; will be my bufinefs to £hcw after 
yK have inquired wherein it confiiled. 

Beiides the exaltation o£ Chrift and the 

«ceffions of power and dignity, cxpreflly 

mentiojied in Scripture ; thyere is cjearly im- 

. plied, and fometime^ ^xprefled ia caqJ4im£ticyti 

-therewith, a reward of a different nature; I 

.mean that very remijion of fins ^ or rcleafe of 

finners, which is the fubjed of our prcfent 

inquiry j their ^ de&oepance from the bonds ^f 

,,^Jmmdieatb^ cndthfreftoratianofimmortaUt][. 

This we are apt to milcall wr r^ward^ ^uful 

tp lc»ik upton it as fuch : but J mufl heg leave 

to afiert and maintain that, ilri&ly i^mking^ 

it is not our reward, but our Redeemer si 

^ whom God bath exalted with bis nght band, 

^0 he a Prince, ' and a Saviour, to give repen^ 

Mance ^nd forgivenefs ^ffins. He laaerhed by 

^is obedience and fuffering this ^orious and 

Sublime reward j and obtained it accordingly ; 

^*d' that with the utmofl: truth and propriety, 

as 
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as will prcfcntly'bc fhcwn,— — In the mcah 
time, let not this fcem to uiibelicvers an eva- 
fion> or to believers a fubtlety. On the moft 
'attentive and impartial examination that I am 
capable of taking, it not only appears to me 
in a qnite different light; but I judge it moft 
effcdtual, for rcfcuing the doctrine from thofc 
'difffcul ties and bbjeftions, under' which it 
has laboured. By hanging great weights On 
fuch a truths tho' men cannot fink it, yet 
they may keep -it in a perpetual ftiuggle. 
Whoever therefore hang them on, it behoves 
all well-difpofed mind$ to join their endea;- 
vours to take them off. However, ^f think 
it incumbent on me, befofe I attempt to 
latisfy the ^?^v^r/&rwof revelation concerning 
this matter; to propofe the fatisfaftion of it's 
friends and followers; and briefly obviate fuc^ 
• objedlions as may arife from that quarter* 

4 

That our redemption Is really the cffeft of 
Chrift*s fuflferings; or, in other words, that 
Chrift's fufferings are the real and mcrrt6fioDs 
caufe of our redemption ; I acknowledgie and 
maintain. And it muft be allowed that this 
is the very fubftance of the do^rine, aiid ail- 
that can be reputed cffential to it; as hatlte. 

boetBi 
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been juftly obferved by the acute and learned, 
author of ^ Eufebius. But flill it is needful^ 
and of. great moment, to guard our explica- 
tions in fuch a manner, .as to give no oBFence 
to the fincere, and no advantage to the cap-* 
tious. Perplexities and flumbling-blocks are 
by all means> and as much as poflible, to be 
avoided^ both for the fake of believers, and 
unbelievers. — The prefent queilion is, whe- 
ther the accomplifhment of pur redemption is 
to be confidered as/^/r^/, oxpremiali whether 
as refulting from a vicarious puriijhment^ or a 
ferfonal reward. . If the former, I pretend 
not to reconcile fuch a notion with the prin- 
ciple of re&itude; and my reafons are already 
piK>duced. If the latter, the reconciliation 
and defence of the do(ftrine will, if I miilake 
Aot, be not only pradicable, but eafy. 

Itjnuil indeed be confeffed that the former 
icems countenanced by many texts of Scrip- 
ture.; and this, I doubt not, has occafioned 
its. reception and preference. Neverthelefs 
I cannot avoid concluding on feveral accounts, 
that it is only tht letter of Scripture, and not 
the ttwtfenfe of it, which favours fiich an 

♦ Vol.11, p. 319,^ &c. ^ . 
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opinieii. -*^ When it is faid ^ that an Aim m 
/nA/ *Jb€ imquiiy of us alU what occafioa 
th^re to underftand any thing farther^ tht 
that be fuf&red as really for €mr iniquities a 
if they had been his own ; or, in other words 
Aat to indemnify us^ he endured thofe evil 
wfcich we only had defefved? — Where vi 
lead "f- that he was made fin ^ or a Curfe^ fo 
us I nothing more feems intended than the 
hcji tho^ entirely finlefs, underwent an accur 
fed death for our fakes ; and fuffered as deep!) 
on our account/ a« if he had been a finnei 
even the greateft of finners. -r- But why doc 
every thing relating to our Saviour's fufiering 
run fo much in 2ifacrtficial ftrain, and in i 
exa£i: a conformity with the legal expiations 
May we hot infer from thence that his fuffer 
ings were ftnkaiy penali and that he wa 
^&\i2\\y fubjiituted in our Head ? It might b 
fufficient to anfwer; that a« many things i; 
Scripture are reprcfented fuitably to the ap 
prehcnfions and infirmities of mankind i; 
general; fo a peculiar regard feems had in th 
New Tcftament to the particular ideas am 
conceptions of the Jews. In accommoda 

♦ Ifaiah liii. 6. 
t 2 Cor* ▼• 21. Gal. tii. 13. 
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tioQ to their way of tbhiking» and in allufioa 
to the rites of thoir: law^ numberkfs expref<- 
fibns tre. ufcd, and various .figures employed, 
of which no other account is .perhaps to be 
given. But it is needlefs to inMon this, 
fio.cc I have already acknowledged that Chrift 
offered a rc^ and proper facrifice. I own 
and contend that he gave himielf * an offering 
to God in order to accomplifli our redemption. 
He was •{• the propitiation for the Jins of tbt 
whole iioorld i ^tis, by his meritorious death 
and fufferings, he procured for all penitent9 
theremiffios of th«r fins and their reconci* 
liatiqn with God. But I cannot fee tho 
neceffity of fuppofing that in all refpe^, and 
in every circumftance, the Cbriftian facrifice 
muft anfwer the Jewifii however it might 
be fignified and prefigured thereby* In one 
point they are and muft be efientially different^ 
Por how is it. poifible that tbe blood of bulls 
and rf goats fhould afford a juft reprefentation 
of the meritorious and aU-fufficient facrifice of 
GOx Redeemer? I^ence we find the apoftle 
^diftingui(hing ip :^ngly between them, and 
exprefiing hunielf /o fully in diminution of 
die OQC/'and exaltation of the other. — Nei* 

ther 



tfier cftfi I thiiik it reafofifible, ot fafe^ 4b 1^ 
fo great a ftrafs on typical correfpofidenxries^ asr 
is frcqwn^j ^ae on this occafiQa. < -^ A muclfa 
greater ftf eft ought I think to^be iaid> not 
onl^ on the -r eafbn of the thing; bnt oft the 
original type-y and the doArine which >we have 
Been confideiring ! finie according ^td^ ^fcrew 
going. ohfefvation^ the two difpeniati^MtW ftand 
in dire^ opp&(kion^ and the one is repreient-* 
ed- in fcripfwc as the rcverfc of t|ie other* 
Thns the^fy?^^^ difobeyed and tranfgreiBSsd; 
^SiMfe€on4 Adam was all iqnocenqe and ebedi*^ 
ence { the firft highly ddmerited^ the feeond 
highly merited: the firft was puniflied^ th^ 
(ecbnd rewaifded^ And as the cffefls ibf th« 
former's punifhment fell upon his delcen-« 
dants I and occalioned the corruption of their 
nature^ as well as their mortality and mifcry : 
(b the efFeds of the latter's reward redounded 
'to his fubjeds % proditeing the renovation and 
KanAification of their naturcy im^crrl^lity attd 
£ttvatioo« I might have added that the for-* 
filter Was iixed in a joyful^ profperous a£^ 
gierious fituation ; and yet incurred fin and 
gtiilt : the latter was placed in a icene of 
adverfity^ ignominy, and forrow ; and yet 
was perft^y blanielefs;^ and even m^ft meri- 
torious. 
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torious. ^nd- indeed there is firarcqfaoy par-^ 
ticular relating' to our pv^-pofe, whqrein the 
£une correfponde&ce is not obfcrvable* To 
fay it holds quite through every circumftancci 
is neither agreeable to pUin faA, nor to the 
apo{):]ie> pbrervation^ But it holda in fo 
maiiyi^ apd the opppAtioa is h geQeral j m I 
believe affords uf the beft help, and thm 
cleareft lights for the expUcatiort of either 
do^rine. And if thisr be true, here is an^ am^ 
pie confirmation of the account before given^ 
For to fuppofe both the fir ft and fecond 
JUam puni^td^ t»:eaks in ujponrthe rule in 
one of the main pois^ts^- and deftroy& the 
cppofition, . ^ ' '■ Before I quit this remark^ I 
beg leave tQ add^ in fupport of ibme foregoing 
pbfervation^, that as Adam's tranfgreffion^ 
demerit 9 and punijhment^ being all perfonal^ 
could not be tranfraitted; fb Chrift's 9bedienct% 
niirit^ and reward^ being alike peribnal^^ could 
not be communicated, Neverthelefs ^ wc 
iuftained great damage through the demerit 
pf the former ; fo we might and did receive 
ineftimable benefit through the merit^ of the 
latter. However we might be a£Eedt^d by 
the punifliment infli<fted on Adam^, it vtras 
really not our punifhment but bis: however 

L 2 we 
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^bleheft of a reward i \ivhatever he may ob^e^ 
to the reality^ or fr^friety of that whidb if 
^re contended for,- My prefent bufincfs 
therefore witl be, to vindicate it iti thifr 
refpefts ; and to (hew not only it's dc^flftcace, 

but it'8 peculiar and periedt agreement yritb 
truth and rectitude, •-^—r- In order hereto, | 
iJiall cbnfider tt briefly in di^rent vijswsf. { 
^azSiJirfi exaixxin« the nature of the fewar^ 
itfelf. Kn^fecondiy the fe^seral i^elatiosis be-* 
longing; to it; endeavoufing to ihew^ that 
nothing could be more worthy of the great 
Author and Giver^. nothing more fuitabk tQ 
1^^ Redeemer^ on whom it was conferred ^ 
004 nothing better adapted to thccftfeanci 
circumftances of the redeemed^ whoic KelfaxQ 
Mid falvdtion depended on it^ : / 

• ^ ■ 

f. Whatever is capable .of yielding or real 
good, is capable of conftituting a reward i 
and t^t in proportion ta the is:ind and de-v 
l^e of the good. It always implies, indeed 
the gratification of rfie perfon rewandqd;. hut 
it is not neceflary that it fhould terminate 
whoOy ia^ hi82 benefit. On the contrary, h(; 
l&ay perhaps have no othtr (hare, than th« 
iati^^dion aridiiig from- the .derivation of it. 

Parents 



iPftreists think thefxlfelve6, and thatjaftly, no 

■ 

hfs f e^arded. ift - benefits conferred ueont 

A. 

thtit cbiidf'eh^ thiih Id thofe which are im^- 
mediately conferred dpo'n themfelves. AnA 
the it^fyfi^ii hoGauGt tiktUTTl ^Sc&ioa tmited^ 
or rather identiMes 4!he int£refts of their chil^ 
dren witK tbeir own« Friendfhip produces 
theliktfcffbds) tho'^ for the moft part, in t 
loHftt degree. " And every Inftance of beneyo-^ 
lent t^lfeiiition a{)|m>a€he8 thereto^ aceording 
to fh^ naui:fe and jneaftire.of it^. Through 
the iltength of tbT^ principle^, the good of 
ethers becof^^s a& vdnable and defirable at 
taf o^ii ; ' at^ raJiher, it ^ really becomes our 
Own, and oftea conilitnte^r our higheft enjoy«- 
mentSi Hereby the minds of moral, agents 
are wonderftiUy knit together^ and the uniofi 
of public and private intereft i& rendered io'* 
ditifo)at^,-'^*«-*^Andif fach efib^ are produ*- 
cibfc by the fovetoSn^tut-al affeEHon-, much 
greiater niay be expecftdd from it^ when rein- 
forced by in^r4il frinviples^ and a difpofition 
divinely virtuous, A heart throughly ii>- 
ftamed With a 2^1 for Ood's glory, and the 
good of human-kind, muft be fufccptiblc of 
the piBffeft and highe:fl: ' enjoyments, merely 
/rem the advancement of thofe ends. Tlu? 
'-A more 
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tkOTC Iiiti6nal and religious any a&iob is; the' 
gifittar is the pleafure refulting from it. 
Hoiwyer tike corruption of our nature majr 
dftrktli this truth, or weaken the evidence of. 
it; nothing is more manifeft in refpeift of 
pure and uncormpt agenta. For a> the exer^ 
cifeof the nobkft faculties muft yield fatis- 
llf^ions of ;he nobleft kind i fo the degree 
of the latter, will be anfwerable to the ftrengtfa 
and itttenfenefs of the former^ — Thefe^ I 
am ienfible^ are the natural rewards of piety^ 
virtue and benevolence; and therefore . may 
leem foreign to our prefent purpofe. But I 
defire it may be obferved^ that the great 
yiipernatural reward we are confidering, k 
grafted hereon ; virtuous joy eiTentially de« 
pending on the difpofition and perfedion of 
the mind. Neverthelefs that joy cannot fail 
of being increafed and exalted in proportion 
to the good which is a&ually acci»npli£bed« 
-The more the glory of God is advanced, and 
the good of mankind promoted, by any agent ; 
the higher his fatisfa^ion rifes on both ac- 
counts. His benevolence and pie^ are pro* 
portionably indulged, and he exults and 
triumphs in the gratification of his virtuous 
defircs. — -~ The application of this to our 

Redeemer 



0¥ )R B B B M P t torn St 

!RedkeBier 'mil tns^ foimxi afterwards. *M 
pttikHit I W€uld only dbfcrvc, whait a liarVtfft 
«iF ^dU8 joy anld tienevolent pleaTure . our 
¥^diti${)tb}h was capable of producing, ft 
tesMfittt enttf intotb&hfeart of man iotronceifb 
% difpenfittiJD^ more ditefHy and fully cand<i»- 
%i^e tD l^e gcat ends befbre-mieiitioiied. 
Whbevbr ti\lmits the d6dtme^ and allows die 
tM<3i bf the fad&, maft-ackndwledge the 
'%iehbfits >of rede»)tptidn to b'e incftimably 

'^iM 'deaths' the pe^e'ftftd |>ftrdon of lieavihi 
^^t&ined ^iid c!iQfmpleat«d 'for dl fincei^ pehi-> 
"^^Iritsi ^}jb fteftordti&fi of life ahd immortality ; 
fke^elid^tioii land ptrifibtitfti of^eA'ls liAiis ; 
th'ft^vrd, the jtoearis &f griee, and'thepraif- 
fybd^iahd ^Qlihtnce of endive ^}9tyi thefeyl 
8^, iSW iSack t)lcffifigfs, or rather iuch troa- 
•foi^fe V^f •g'ckjdi %8 neither our Wfefds nor ideas 
'ii&'^Vi- to ftiuch. - To be confcious of having 
^dfcttrdd ftich mighty and extenfive benefits, 
'UtA for f\ibh i multitude of- creituresi j mtift 
yMA this mtoft exquifke delight and divine 
Hxrfeplirfeii^*^ The mind of man is nOt ca- 
^Mfe ^ forttiihg a coiiception of any reward 
c^iiti td tliis :in Weight and worth* No 

M honour. 
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honour/ power^ glory, or dominion, ieeoi 
fit to ftand in competition with it| however 
juftly they may be added to it. Efpcfciatly 
iijDce we are informed that the latter "yiU in 
fome meafure, and at a certain time expire; 
the former never. — It is needlefs to obferve 
how clofe a connexion there is between the 
good of mankind and the glory of God. EveA 
fb clofe, that men often confound them, 
and will allow no difference of: diftinftkm 
between them^ This appears to me incon- 
fiftent with Scripture> which conftantly places 
the former in fubordination to the latter.^ 
Such reprefentations, fuppoiing thfifc ends 
entirely the fame^ Would be altogether unin-^ 
telligible. However it is not to be queftion- 
ed, but Gdd is eminently glorified in the 
welfare and profperity of his creatures; and 
if this be a diftind: end, fuch an advancement 
of it as we irt confi^ering, mufi: be an im- 
menfe addition to the Redeemer's joy and 
reward. Or rather this will be the chief 
confideration, and the other only additional. 
But as the glory of God is fuppoied to coni^il 
primarily in the maintenance and promotion 
of truth and righteoufnefss it is requifitc 

that 
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that we proceed to confider the difpenfatioh 

in th|s light. 

■*' . ..... 

2. I (hall therefore go on intht next phc6 
to (hew, as I propofed^ the propriety and 
fuitabkriers of this reward in the feveral 
refpe^ before-mentioned. . And let the^r;^ 
inquiry be, whether it be not moft worthy 
of its great Author and Giver, and moft 
Agreeable to the redtitude and perfedion of 
his Nature. Here I fiiall endeavour to prove, 
that granting pardon to penitents in this way, 
atid conveying it thro' this channel, is entirely 
conformable to the rule of truth. To grant 
it fully and diredly to the penitents thcta^ 
felvcs, without the intervention of a Media* 
tor, is what the adverfaries of revelation 
ftrenuoufly contend for : but, as far as I can 
find, they have never proved, nor attempted 
to prove, the confidence of fuch a method 
with the rule aforefaid. And indeed I am 
not able to conceive how the point ihould 
admit of proof. For it is to be obferved that 
they plead for nothing lefs, than a plenary 
panlon; which implies, as we have feen, a 
redu^on of penitents to the cafe and condi«- 

M 2 ^ tion 



favour. Which, if I miftake ngt^. ha^ keen 
already fhewn plainly repugnant to the nature 
«in4 trudi,o( things. 

l^eyerthelefsi a^ it muft always Ijfc a^J|fi;i||^qiW^ 
fed^ed that tr.ii^ peni tents, ape red qtyc^s of 
gppFobatioa and fayour; fo it cannot l^ut he 
fgi;€ieablG. to divide ix&itudc^ tp 1ft t^i^J[iay9 
til the benc^t of their penitence «pd omy^-) 

(tcm that ?W coniiil: w4|I\ t^$^* M^ c<r<^-r 
tttinly ©Pd was willing tjh^t il; ihqi^ ^^^^^ tf^ 
^hc beft acppunt, wJ^ich $l\e QatKM:^ o| t]^yi^|fib 
and ^he nila oS righ|«wfBe<s, vmk^ ^#i^i** 
AAd ioraikiuph as^ 9 f^U p^dpji^ ^-a^. t^hf^ 
reftitution of grac^ ^ f^ypur^ fWld 1*9?^ 
c^onfiftently with tki$ rn^j, bf 4k^^^ ^ 
imtnidiatdy. granted tQ the p6i|[utQm% t^jjO^? 
ielves: therefore he wa^ gra^^iouily p]e^fe4 ^9 
coaio^y it to. them^ aa far a^ it could b^ c;o^*r 
TAyedf iudirejSily and medifUely^ by th^ in^ei^« 
TjsntiQn of a Mediator j wkofe meifi ts he ]{;:nftw 
%Kauld intitk him to the l^igHeft £)vqur^ ar(4 
''^boie benevolence incline hinx tp prefer fij/c^ 
a (eward, as might redound to the bep^^fit qi 
-foiioca &naers.. Thvs Godfenifwikl^^ ^41 

/a 



f^J^ ikfi ^i^^i^uf^ ^ the worlds to beafropti^ 
4Uion jfor our jStfs^^ that 'm, might Jive tbroiigb 
Jiinif. An4 hx ^M ^^ ^^s pleafed to reconali 
4^1 things, to h{mfelf. 

t 

4 ■ ■ 

And how can wc CQncelYA.apy expedient 
more agreeable to, or more worthy of the 
(Uvine perfe&ions; better fitted to promote 
every good purpofe y and that witho\it the 
l.eaft interference with truth aod righteoufT 
aeis?s An expedient that unites all defixabJe 
f^ds, and e(labUfhe$ a perfe^ harmony bpr 
tveen the glory of God an^d the welfare of 
his features. By which all jaft dif}:in(3;iocis 
^fS preferred and maintainedj, and every agent 
4ealt VKith according to the truth of hia cafe 
T^e meritorious Redeemer rewarded accordin|^ 
tQ hi%^ wi£he»j and penitents indulged ^4 
f^VAUl[ed teyond their utmoft hopes* -:rrrr If 
jpopfounding theit cafe with that of it^nttcfints^ 
and loakijag no diilindion at jlU bej^isef^ 
them^ were agreeable to re<ai<;udei^ ^^^ 
Wpuld be no roouif no occafipn fof thf in$gr* 
ppfition of a Mediator. On thQ Qtjheir h^gptd^ 
if penitents were not proper pbj^s of faypvy: 
and forgivenefsi np Redeemerjf however me- 
ritorious. 
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ritorious, could ever obtain their pardon^' 
Moil certain it is that they arc reailjr ohjc&g 
of favour, and -by corifequence cap2ibl6 of 
redemption: and it is equally certain that; 
without redemption, they can never rife to 
the level of innocents, 

Agsdnfl a tranflation of merit or demerit^ 
rewards or punifhments^ obje&ions are eafily 
found. But in this difpenfation fairly repre« 
iented, nothing of that kind appears : neither 
commutation of perfons, nor confuiiod of 
perfonalities. Guilt only is condemned iii 
the guilty; ahd merit only rewarded in the 
meritorious. And furely to crown the higheft 
merit with the nobleft reward, needs no jufti* 
fication.— — Nor can it be affirmed that a 
comttiunicatipn of good, and the largeft dif^ 
fuiion of benefits, are in any degree incon* 
fifbnt therewith. On the contrary it has 
already been fhewn, that the z^yzntagcs de- 
rived to us from the meritorious fufFeriftgs of 
our Redeemer are fo far from diminilhing his 
reward; that the chief part of it refults fronj 
them, and is conftituted by them. It is in* 
deed of fo glorious and divin« a nature, as 

not 
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not bnly to be founded on benevolence and 
^bodnefs^ but to rLEe in proportion to the 
' virtue of the recipient. 

IrCt it not then be urged, that^ according 

to this account, the Saviours reward is merely 

nominal^ while tht^nner cnjoyS the reality . 

Tor. that cannot be looked upon as nominal, 

without difhonouring our Redeemer and'dif« 

pai:aging the greateft moral excellence; which 

is eiTcntially prpdud^ive of the higheft and 

snbft heavenly good. To a pure and perfed 

inindr an opportunity of procuring and com-* 

. inunicating the greateft bleiHngs i% itfelf a 

Jblefiing^. and a reward above all price. And 

as to the ilnner, whatever benefit redound to 

liim^ it cannot properly come under the no* 

tion of a reward x no more indeed than thj^ 

daoiage ifuftained by Adarns defcendants can 

Come under the notion oi z punijhment ; which 

in ftridnefs we have feen to be impoffible. 

As Adorns demerit involved mankind in great 

misfortunes; fo Chrift's merits procured them 

, the greateft. benefits: but neither were thofe 

misfortunes their puniftiment ; nor thefe 

. benefits their reward. 

If 



the fame privileges that betpBg^d ti^k'ihikbf 
innocents; and whether this do not iiQply 
%at very confufioh of cafe's, knd i'epiign'Slice 
to truth, "which was Befoire difahbwed'i 1 
ahiwer, tBat tli€ differcrtce Ts great aft'd obVi^ 
otfs. \hh rcftitution of fhefc btcffiil|s an*l 
jjnvileges is not granted tbpehitehfs on ttteir 
•own accounts; Ibiit is the refolt and tb'dfe. 
'qnence tJF tlielr lledee'mcr "s noterit^. ■ ^Thle 
mighty Favour is conferred dire&Ty upon BiHr; 
and their fedcmptlbn wrapt up in it* 'What** 
ever puhi{htneht the cafe bf the tinii'e'r tfiiy 
Hiltl require ; yet I have fli'e wri that the 'fiYertts 
of the redeemer niuft require "ih Tdihlebiic 
reward. And what reward can be cbnteiVdd 
equally fuitable to fiich fexalfed virliie ihd 
boundlefs benevolence?-^— Speaking of 'a dif- 
penfation as conformabTe to irutb^ ^t itd 
always to linderftarid the wJUdle trufi. ' if, 
whfenall relations arid circumftaheeS ^fe^tkkfen 
in, the fame cbnduft be ^t in foiaie fefpfefts, 
in others lin^f, as in complicated c^fcs ffe- 
quently happens; the teafohs on both *fides 
mufl be ftated and compared, and the Judg- 
ment 
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ment determined according to tlie refult of 
fuch a comparifon. — Be it therefore granted 
that penitent finners are obnoxious to punifli* 
ment in proportion to their ofiences; yet 
when we confider them as bought with aprice^ 
and that price of incftimable value; what 
(hottld hinder their exemption and releafe? 
In this wonderful difpenfation which we arc 
confideriiig, their intereft being inieparably 
linked to their Redeemer's; and included in 
the reward merited by him^ and conferred 
on hiih; their fituation is indeed improved^ 
^d their condition exalted far above their 
own perfonal merits; but without the leafl: 
dieviation from right and truth. So far from 
it that it is confulted and promoted in every 
refpeft. All the regard is had to penitents, 
and all the benefits heaped upon them, that 
could be defircd or propofed on any fcheme^ 
arid ytl at the fame time the ends of govern- 
ment are fully maintained, and the honour 
of God, and the majefly of truth, prefer ved 
inviolate* 

I fhall endeavour to illuftrate and confirm 
ihis point, in a way more familiar to our 

N appre- 
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apprehenfioi^s. It would be in vain to fearch 
amon? human tranfa^tions for an entire pa« 
rallcl to this divine difpenfation. But cafes 
may eafily be put fufficiently fimilar^ to ailifl: 
our conceptions^ and add light to the fore- 
going reprefentation, — Let us fupppfe fome 
)vide province peopled and governed by aa 
earthly monarch : the inhabitants ofwhich, 
inflead of adhering to their duty^ riot and 
rebel ; infulting and murdering his officers^ 
and committing all manner of outrages and 
enormities. After many means ufed^ and 
various experiments trieH in vain^ the king 
at length is pleafed to appoint the prince hih 
fon to be their governor; who faithfully exe- 
cutes the perilous commifHon, and takes all 
proper methods to reclaim the mutineers, and 
reduce them to obedience. But they, inftead 
of reverencing the prince, treat him with all 
pofiible fcorn, rage, rudenefs, and indignity. 
He apprehends yet worfe treatment: never- 
thelefs refolves, at all events, to perfevere; 
and to fet his father's fubjedls an example, fo 
much wanted, of theprofoundeft fubmiffion, 
and moft punftual obedience. In the mean 
time, thrbugh his care, counfel, and condud, 

part 
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part of the rebels BecbHrie jfchfible of their 
folly and guilt, and grbW ifhamed bf Whai 
they have dbhc. They fejparatei from the 
reft, and apply to the king ; acknowledging 
their fault, and fuing for a pardon. He 
approves, and is well pleafed with their re- 
turn to their duty ; but on feveral accouiits 
judges it improper to grant them entire ibr- 
givenefs, and abfolute indemnity. Hereupon 
they hive recourfe to the prince, and defifc 
his iiitcrceffion ; who mediates with his father 
in their behiailf, and carneftly ihtreats him to 
reftore them to his royal favour,' In honour 
of fo obedient and deferving a fon, and as a 
recommence for his faithful fervices, and high 
ineriti his riqiicft is fully grianted. On 
his account, and for his fake, they not ohiy 
bbtaih impunity, but are favoured »id eh« 
cbur^d in the fame manner, as if they had 
iievc'r b^^ded. 

Not regarding thofe circumftances wherein 
^he parallel fails, the reader is only defired 
to con fider wherein it holds; and to judge 
^rhether fuch a proceeding be not perfedly 
agreeable, not only to the wifdom of govern* 

N 2 ' ment. 
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xpcnt, but to the rule of truth. — Whereas, 
if fuch a cafe be drawn up in conformity jand 
corrcfpondcncc to the foregoing idea oifubfti^^ 
tution i that is, if we fuppofe the king re- 
quiring his innocent and obedient font to. 
confent to be ppnifhed for thofe delinquent^; 
or, in other words, to fuffcr capitally as their. 
fubditutej to procure their indemnity : how- 
ever fuch an expedient might be thought to 
fquare with fome of the ends of govern^ 
ment : I am not able to difcover which way 
it could be jufHfied^ or reconciled with truth 
and re(^itude. 

But to return, it may be further confider- 
ed, that as God has been pleafed in his infinitg 
wifdom to interweave public and private 
good, rand to unite and incorporate the in- 
terefts of mankind ^ thereby knitting the 
feveral members of the great community to 
each other, by ftrong tyes, and powerful 
ligaments; fo.it might be-perfcftly agreeable 
to the fame wifdom, and an eminent inftance 
thereof, tp contrive a fuitable attachment of 
ajl the members to their common head. Sup- 
pofing the truth of revelation, they are all 

his 
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Lis immediate fubjeAs ; and he has probably 
a further intereft in them than is ufually ima« 
gined. However, in a fpiritual fenfe, the 
world is his kingdom » as the church is his 
proper family* And various reafons there 
might be for laying a foundation for the 
firmeft, clofell:, and moil durable union. 
What then could accomplifh this fo effedtu* 
ally, as the difpenfation before us? What 
could create fo tender a regard on one fide, or 
fo ftrift a dependence on the other ? I am 
ienfible this difpenfation implies and pre-fup- 
pofes fuch a regard; but ftill it is thereby 
heightened, and ftrengthened, and the rela- 
tion both ways fixed and riveted. No won- 
der if even the loweft part of mankind be 
looked upon by our gracious Lord as his Are^ 
flren, rather than his fubjeSsi and that he 
embraces all with fo ardent an affeAion. 
Their welfere, we fee, conftitutes in a pecu- 
liar manner his joy and gladnefs, and their 
redemption is his principal reward* 

To confider this reward in relation to bim^ 
18 what I propofed in ihefecond place; but I 
)uve, in a good meafure, anticipated thii 

point. 
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point. It fuBiciently appears from what has 
heen faid^ that fuch a reward could be no 
Icfs acceptable to the Redeemer^ than benefit 
cial to the redeemed. To raife arid make alive; 
to redeem and blefs, a finful, forlorn, and 
miferable world, dead in fin, and buried in 
iniquity ; to ilrike off the fetters of mortality 
and corruption, and to reftore men to life, 
grace, liberty, immortality; could not Fail 
of being infinitely grateful and wdl-pleafing 
to a perfon of unbounded benevolence artd 
confummate virtue. We arc generally fo at- 
tached to felf-intereft, fo devoted td priVk'te 
and perfonal advantages, that we ire icarce 
able to conceive how any thing can be reputed 
a reward, which does not really center in 
the agent, and terminate in his own proper 
benefit. But we muft take hecid how we 
ineafure the divine fentimerits of bur lle-^ 
deemer by our low maxims, and felfi(h ideas*. 
His thoughts and ways, his afiedibns anti 
defires, mufl tranfcend ours in propor^tion to 
the excellence of his nature, and the fubli* 
ibkxy of his vittiie* On which accbuht it is 
hot to be wondcredy if an opportuftity of 
dbmg the grca^efl: and moil cxtenfive gbbd^ 

was 
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was reputed by him the highefl and moft 
valuable recoxnpence. As he alone was capa« 
blc of meriting fo mighty a favour ; fo he 
alpne could have the goodnefs to devolve 
pppn us the benefits of a reward which only' 
was^ and only could be due to himfelf. 

■ 

That our Saviour's motive for fuiFering 
was our fafety and advantage, is every way 
manifeft. He knew what would be the ejffe<3:, 

• ■ ■ ■ 

and the reward of fuch an extraordinary 
cbeflience ; and chearfully fubmitted from a 
principle of benevolence, as well as duty« 
As it was Qod^s will that he fhould fufFer, 
and therefore Jifis; fo we are aflured that he 
was alfo influenced,, and animated by the 
roighty yV;f tJbat was Jet before him. And 
whether that jqy arofe from a profped: of his 
p^n dominion, or of our deliverance; can 
fcarce, I think, be made a queftion, without 
injuring his character, and derogating from 

his goodnefs.;^ But perhaps it may be al- 

Icdged, that it does not appear confiftent with 
the divine rcditude, to will the fuflFerings of 
£0 innocent and righteous aperfon; certainly 
not without weighty reafons, and important 

ends 



^ Or REDEMPTION. 

f ends ill view* V^ious enrfs appear even t<J 
us ; which have been often infifted on, and 
Ptt forth at large. I only beg leave to add 
Iheteto, what is moft agreeable to the forc- 
^itlg account; namely, that our Redeemer 
might have a fair occafion, a pcrfeft oppor- 
tunity of exerting and difplaying his intire 
Aibmiifion to God, and fingular benevolence 
toward men ; and thereby of meriting that 
illuftrious reward, which contained our re- 
demption. ■■ Adverfity and fufFering have 
ever been frequent and familiar to the beft 
6f mankind. Nor is it doubted, but a prin- 
cipal defign of fuch difpenfations is to give 
room for the improvement of their minds, 
and the exaltation of their virtue. Confor- 
mably hereto our Saviour himfelf is * repre- 
fented by the apoftle, as learning obedience, 
and being made perfeSl by the things which he 

fuffered i before he became the author of our 
eternal f ah at ion. By fufFering he acquired 
perfeftion of obedience; and by perfeft obe- 
dience he was rendered worthy of that recom- 
pence, which he fo much defired, and we fd 
much wanted, — To look upon it as repug- 

• Heb. V. 8, g, 

nant 
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nant to reftitude for the innocent to fufFer at 
all; when permitted or ordained with fuch' 
vicws^ and for fuch purpofes; is I prefuine a 
fuppofition altogether groundlefs. For na- 
tural evil muft ever be right and fit, and even 
eligible, when it conduces to the fuperior 
good both of the fufFcrer, and the publick; 
In the cafe before us it not only produces the 
happinefs of the redeemed, but greatly aug- 
ments that of the Redeemer; at the fame 
time highly glorifying God, in the advance- 
ment of truth and righteoufnefs. 

There is no room to fuppofe, nor will the 
Scripture permit it, that our Saviour was no 
otherwife rewarded, than in our reftoratioii 
and redemption. On the contrary we have 
frequent accounts, and full affurances, of 
his receiving the higheft honours and exalta- 
tions. This external vtwzvAy as it may be 
called, no way interferes with that internal 
one, which we are confidering; biit was an 
addition to it perfeftly juft and fit. Nothing 
could be more proper, than that he who had 
fo exceedingly abafed himfelf, fhould be pro- 
portionably exalted. And moreover fuch 

O accef* 
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acccffions of power and dignity may he con-^ 
iidered as fubfervient to his principal reward. 
The higher he was advanced, and the more, 
power he had, the greater good he would 
he capable of producing; and the greater 
good he produced, the more his benevo** 

Jence would be gratified. If it be aiked 

Tvhy the Scripture takes more notice of the 
external, than the internal rcwafdj. J aa^ 
fwcr, in all probability, for the iame rcafoo 
that the bleffednefs oi jujl men madtffitfeSl is 
reprcfcnted by pearls^ treafures^ crowns ^ king^ 
doms, and the like fplendid and magnificent 
ideas. That i«, by way of accommodation 
to human conceptions, which chiefly turn 
on exterior and fenfible objeds. And yet 
notwithftanding fuch defcriptions, we cannot 
-doubt but the interior and fpiritual enjoy- 
ments of truth and virtue will principally 
conftitute the happinefs of heaven, and far 
excel the additional pleafures of outward glory 
and grandeur. In like manner whatever ho-» 
nour, dignity, and authority were conferred 
cii our bleffed Saviour; it may fecurely be 
fuppofed that his chief fatisfadions flowed 
from another fource, and were of a quite dif- 
ferent 
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jfercnt nature. — — In fliort, to be confcioui 
of faving a finking world; of glorifying the 
great Creator in the higheft manner, and pof^ 
icffing his favour in the higheft degree; can-*. 
not fail of yielding to fuch a virtuous, pure,- 
and holy mind, a blifs far fuperior to aiiy 
timtg that can arife from pomp and power,- 
dominion and glory, Tho', as the apoftte 
dtdares, **/o this end Chriji died and rof& 
/tgaki^ that be might be the Lord both oftb& 
deadtmd the Hvingi yet it is not to be quefti-* 
oned btit this end was propofed in fubordina- 
tion and fubfervience to the other; and that 
this dominion was primarily fought and aini- 
ed at, with a view to God's glory, and the 
faivation of mankind. 

It remains to be confidered in the third ^nA 

ktft place, how perfedtly this reward is adapt* 

cd to the cafe and circumftances of the re-^ 
deemed: which will evidently appear, whether 

we confider them z^ Jufferers^ or zs^nners^ 

— ^ As all men had fuffered through the de^ 
merit $LnA funijhment of another > what more 

jaft and proper, than that they ihould be re-< ^ 

" ♦ Ronr. iv. 9, 

O 2 deemed 
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deemed by the merit and reward of another ? 
As all our misfortunes were originally owing 
to the tranfgreffion of thtjirft Adam^ it feems 
peculiarly fitting that our reftoration fhould 
fpring from the perfed innocence and obedi^ 
cnce of xhtfecond. And perhaps itmayjuilly 
, be doubted, whether the all-wife Creator 
would have permitted the former, had he not 
forefeen and pre-ordained the latter. Tho' 
fuch a difpenfation might have taken place 
on other accounts, and for other reafons^ 
which we cannot penetrate; yet itfeems more 
agreeable to our conceptions, and more eafy 
to be reconciled with the divine perfe&ions^ 
that natural difadvantages fhould be thus ba«» 
lanced and compenfated by fupernatural ad- 
vantages. And indeed, this being the cafe, 
no room is left for the leaft fhadow of x:om« 
plaint. What wonder if in Adam all died, 
when in Chriji all were to be made alive ? Or 
that the beft men were fo deeply degraded 
and damaged through the one, when they 
were to be fo highly exalted and recompenfed 
by the other ? I am not afraid to add, that 
fuch a reiloration not only makes ample 
amends, but extends much further; as will 

bo 
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hp obfcrved aftcrward^s. At prefcnt I fhall 
only take notice, that our being fixed in ib 
flridt a dependence, firfl: on our natural, and 
afterwards on our JpirituaJ head, may be con- 
ceived not only requifite and proper, but 
greatly beneficial in many refpe(3:s. And if 
we faw deeper into this grand fcheme of pro- 
vidence, we fhould probably have nothing 
left to do, but to adore that infinite wifdom, 

which brought fo vaft a good out of evil. 

Again, if we confider the redeemed ^sjinners, 
not only the propriety, but thie neceffity of 
fuch a meritorious Redeemer will manifqlily 
appear. I mean in refpeft of the reftoration 
and final falvation of mankind, which, if 
the foregoing reafonings be juft, feem not 
poflible to be otherwife obtained, in confift- 
cnce with God's honour, and moral reftitudc* 
For we could no way redeem ourfelves> or 
recover our loft privileges; no repentance 
being fufficiently available for that purpofe. 
Though it might render us real objedlis of 
diyine approbation ; yet it could not procure 
us either that entire pardon, or that immenfc 
degree of favour, which are now fet before 
U5,«,;p,— .What rcniained then to fave us and 

blcfs 
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ilcfs us, cfFcftually and fully, but a Media-* 
tor of tranfccndent merit, and boundlefs be- 
ncvolettce^ who fhouW be able and wiHing* 
to refcuc us from the bondage of fin and 
guilt, and open for us the gate of everlaft- 
ing life ? Such a reward &e only could de*^ 
icrve ; and, without his patronage and inter- 
ceflion, our profpe<fl muft have been, fof 
feafons already produced, very pregariotis* 
It cannot, I think, be conceived howperii-* 
lent finners could any other way obtain a; 
title to fuch mighty advantages, as Chriili- 
anity propounds, and requires them toexpeft: 
advantages, which infinitely furniount all 
their perfonal pretenfions. For how fhouTd 
man, Jinful man, ftanding merely on hi^ 
own bottom, prefume to afpire at a bleflfed 
and glorious immortality? Or what propor- 
tion between fuch a gift, and fuch a reci- 
pient ? Without prefuming to limit the 
divine bounty, we may jufl:ly pronounce our- 
felves utterly unworthy of fo tranfccndent a 
favour; and that it could never be hoped for 
on our own accounts. But when it is con- 
fidered as relative to our Redeemers merits, 
and as conferred on him in confideration 

thcreofj 
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thereof; the difproportion vaniflies, and the 
wonder ceafes. Our miworthinefs is foreign 
to tbe cflimate, and his worthinefs alone to 

be regarded. '. — All this is perfedly cOii-i 

fiftent with thofe numerous paffages in Scrip- 
ture, which exnreflly declare that every mzTk 
ihall be dealt with according to his otgm 
woiiks. As to impfnitents^ it has been alreadjr 
Dbierved that they are utterly difqualified for 
the participation of thefe bleflings* And as 
to penitents, we know that their treatment 
add final fuccefs are reprefented in the Gofpel 
as |)recifely proportionable to their refpeCtivc 
iHxprei^cments. Now their redemption, a$ 
here explained, neither violates nor in the 
leaid alters this righteous rule. So far from 
itp that it gives room and fcope, and is in-, 
deed prcvioufly neceflary for the full exercife 
and manifeftation of it. Had they continued 
under the bondage of fin and death, the im- 
provement of their talents, fuppofing it tbea 
praiSfcicable, could have been attended witH 
no reward but its own; I miean, the comfort 
and advantage naturally arifing from it. 
Whereas the reftoration of life and immor- 
tality opens a »ew and glorious fcene pf re- 
tribution ; 
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tribution : where the faithful will be clafled 
and diftinguifhed according to their progrcfs 
in virtue; and every degree of moral excel-- 
lencc find due regard and fuitable recompenfc. 
Let it not then be faid or fuppofed, that our 
dependence on Chrift's merits tends to cner- 
ratc moral virtue, or relax men's endeavours. 
So far is it from interfering with either; that 
it affords the faireft opportunity, and the 
ampleft encouragement for both* 

Whether the following benefits are to be 
confidered as appendages to our redemption^ 
or as mediatorial bleflings confequent thereto^ 
I fliall not inquire : but as they are included 
in, and flow from that great reward of our 
Redeemer's, which we have been confider* 
ing j a brief mention of them may not be ini* 
proper. — One of them is a more fuccefsful 
application to the throne of grace, when our 
petitions are duly and devoutly ofi^ered in bit 
name. Himfelf and his merits are continu- 
ally interceding in the moft efficacious man- 
ner; and rendering the addreifes of all fincere 
Chriftians peculiarly acceptable and prevalent. 
In a word, on his account, and for his faXe, 

wc 
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we «b dffated that their prayirs arc belttcr 
hektAi aa^d on ill Bt occa&ons more abun-<' 
dbirriy gran tdd.— ^Another of thefc bfencfits 
•v»«r ihe miffion: of tfee flij/K OA^. Wbich- 
L oonfider ISere as^ inoiin^diately operating in a' 
ggfcftt variety of imifaculous worfcs^ for the 
confifftislion of our faith ^ and the propagi- 
tirar of the gofpel : for as to the ordinary 
aid9 and' ^ftances of the fpirit> they have* 
^teaiy beefa fpoken of « means of refcuirty 
ul» ftoSi the donkiniofl of fin. -i^-i-^ A third isr 
the refurredtion of the body y anxi that im-^ 
proved and glorified in a manner and meafure 
bttJroiDEd^ otir cbnceptiohs. A fkvour perhaps 
of gtealSer importance, and more conducivcf. 
to iflic pcrfeftion of human blifs, than fom'e 
Cfairiftka^ philofophers have been wont ta 
apptehwid. -i-^^-^ii-^ But the grand appenda^ 
t6 out* redemption, and what crowns the- 
vfhdte difpenfation, is the exchange of anv 
earehiy for an heavenly immortaiitfy. The? 
glr&tfj privilege forfeited by oiir firft parents 
is ittCtfid than reftored. Another and miich- 
Ti(As\tf pdrddife is pi^ovided for penitent Chrifr 
tiiA^y arid admifiion procured to thofe uhw 
ipaakable joysy wttich flow at God's rightr 

P hand. 
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handy and will for ever conftltute the hap« - 
pinefs oi faints made perfe^. In this heavenly * 
boufe^ td which our Mediator has procured 
us an entrance^ will be manficns without ' 
number; fuited to all degrees of improve^*, 
ment and merits and differing from each; 
other^ as onejiar diff'eretb from another Jlar in 

glory. Such are the favours and bleffings r 

annexed to our redemption: which aire here • 
only mentioned; as needing no enlargement^ 
unlefs it be to promote our gratitude^ and 
excite our admiration. .»« 

Upon the whole, I have endeavoured to 
fhew that this divine tranfadtion ftands clear 
of all reafonable objeftions, even when 
brought to that teft, and tried by that rule, ;■ 
which unbelievers have laid down : that it is 
not only reconcileable with moral truth and 
reSlitudey but peculiarly agreeable thereto. • 
I may add that this account of the doflxine • 
needs not be confined to this rule. Thofe 
readers who prefer the principle of benevo^ 
lence^ will find it, if I miftake not, not only 
uninjured thereby, but diredly confulted. 
Redemption, as above explained,' appears an 

iUuftri-' 
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illuflrious inftancc of divine benevolence ; and 
at the fame time eminently conducive to the 
promotion of human. And indeed whatever 
ends or views may be afcribed to the Deity, 
as motives to this difpeofktion, I cannot per- 
ceive that the foregoing explication interferes 
•with any one of them. It affords an equal; 
teftimpny of his abhorrence of fin, and dif- 
countenance of finners : equally fupports the 
authority of his laws, and vindicates the 
.majefty of his government. But as I was 
and am, in my own judgment, attached to 
the principle of reSiitude^ I thought it fuffi- 
cient to view the dodtrine in this light, and 
examine it by this ftandard/ And the more 
io^ as I am fully perfuaded that whatever is 
-jairly reconcileable with moral re(!3:itude# c?Si 
never be repugnant to any other true prin- 
ciple^ 
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^kNEVOLENCE is that quality^ in the human . 

mindy without which we could not be the obje^s . 
4ifone another* s efteem : Neither , were we wholly . 
dejlitute of it, ^could we, whatever other qualities 
V^e might be endowed with^ place that confidence in 
fach othdr, upon ij^hich the well-being of the world, 
in fo great a meafurey depends. Were we pojfejjed 
of power, but no benevolence, it would operate i7$ 
tyranny j w^e we thejub}e5ls of wifdom, but no be^ 
nevplence, it would be nothing better than craft : 
And the higher we enjoyed thefe properties in degree^ 
the, greater reafon we Jbould have^ had. we, at the 
fame time, no benevolence, tdfbun one another through 
fear of mifchief. It is bcaevolence, tempering our 
other qualities, and making way for their exercife in 
the methods of kindnefs, that conjlitutes us worthy 
objeSis of each other's love, and lays the foundation 
for that mutual trufl between man and mail, without 
which there could be no Jufh thing as public happi^ 
tiejs. 

And this obfervaiion, extended to all other crea^ 
ted intelligent agents, is equally true : Tea, it isfo 
far true, with refpeSt even to the uncreated Supreme 
Being himfilf, as that, if we had no idea of him as 
benevolent, we could not efteem him, though we 
might fear him.r Neither could we place our truft 
in him, though we might in afervile way, do homage 
to him. Benevolence is that ingredient in his cha- 
raSfer which exhibits him to our view as amiably 
perfeSt, and worthy of our warmejl love, and in-* » 
lin confidence. His other attributes, feperate from 

• thi%i^ 



thisy are infufficient to inffire tbefeaffeSlions ; nor qr^ 
they indeed dtalljutted'tofuchafurfoje, ^^Eltemiii 
and immenjity amdze our tbcughn : Infinite knovj^^ 
ledge and' wlfdom fill us with admiration : Omnifc^ 
fence i or. irrejtftable powery is great and^adorahle i 
buty ' at tbejame time, if cortfidered fimfly by itjdfi 
^tis alfo dreadful and terrible : Dcminkt^ and wa^ 
jeftyy clothed with ferfeSt and impartial jufiife, ' is. 
"worthy ofourhigheftpraifes 5 butftillto firiners it op-- 
pears rather awful and venerable^ than the oljeEt of.-^ 
defire and. love ;. Holinefs and purity are inexpreffibfy- 
beautiful and amiable perfections y but of too bright a. 
glory for finners to contemplate with delist, ^isgood-^ 
Ttejs that fini/hes the idea of Gody andreprcfents him, 
to us under the lovely char after of the belt as well- 
as great eft Being in the univ'erfe. SI his is that attrt^ 
butey which both in itjelfis infinitely amiabky andy 
as a grGund'Wcrk interwoven with all the other per-^ 
fe^ions of the Divine l^ature^ niakes every one of 
tl:^m alfp to become objects of- our lovey as'w^l as 
of our admiration, Immenfe and eternal goodnefs^n^ 
goodnefs aU-powerfulandallrwifey goodnefsinvefted 
with Jfupr erne dominiony and tempering the rigor of^ 
unrelenting jnftice : This is indeed the defcription of^ 
a Perfect Being 3 a cbaraSler truely worthy of* 

Qodr"" " • -^ 

But though Benevoknce thus ejfentially enters 
into the charaBer of the Deity, it has been objeSftd* 
to by fomey and abufed by others. And it may bey 
more objeSions have been levelled, againfty andgredt-^ 
er reproaches caft upon, this attribute of the Divine. 
J^aturCy than any of the other ; though it is, ' in it^ 

• Dr. Ciaik's Icrmons. J^yy 



j Nr R D UCr 10 N: ^ 

Jkl/j the mojl lovely of all the perfeSlions of Gody an4 
eminently that perfe^iony whichy being intimately 
conjoined with the reji^ in all their exercijesy is tbe^ 
true and only four ce of all created exiftencey and de-- 
pendent bappinefsy whether inprefent pojfeffion orfu-- 
tUre profpeEt. 

With tefpeSl to fomey their abufes of the Divine 
bcncvblehce don't fo muchfpring from any diJiinSi 
notions they have formed of the nature of this prin^ 
ciphy as exiftifig in the Deity ; or the methods^ in 
which they conclude it ought to operate^ as from a 
wrong ftate of mind, T*hey are dijatisfied with 
their fituation i7i the worldy arid quite out of humour y 
tecaufe they don't partake fo liberally of the good 
things ofprovidencey as thiy imagine they might do^ 
jind their dif content is flill heightened if they meet 
with difiJ^pointmsntSy and are reduced to Juffer ing 
circumfiancesy though by their own folly. And be- 
ing out of frame y uneafy and rejlkfs in their fpiritSy 
ihsy find fault with their Mf^kery and vent themf elver 
in reflections on his goodnefs j as though it were great- 
ly defeSlive : Othermifey as they imagine y a more 
advantageous condition in life might have been allot- 
e$ to tbctn ; and v^uld have beiny iftbeT>Qix.y had 
heen as good as they canfuppofe him to be. Thefe are 
the complaint 5 y by which the ' infinitely benevolent 
Creator y and Governor y of all things y is abiifed by 
the lefs knowing and inquifitivey who are the mcfi 
numerous : Buty as their complaints don't fo much 
originate in judgmenc, as a bad temper of 
mind, this chiefly needs to be reEtifiedy and then 
i^it complaints wlUciafe of courfe. 
' " '■ ■ ' There 
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^thereare others ^whofe obj eft ions againft the Divines 
Benevolence arifesfrom a vain mind, proudly afpi^ 
ring to comprehend that which, is above the reach of^ 
fheir capacities,. Some appearances , in the conftitu^ 
tion of nature i and govetnment of providence^ are^ 
juch as they can't ac;count for, upon the plan of in^ 
finite benevolence, ^bey find themf elves unable t0 
conneSl thefey with other appearances^ fo as to con-^ 
ftitute ah whole which they diJHn£lly and*- 
particularly perceive to be an abfblutely good. 
oncy free' d from all difficulties : And they are . 
therefore rather difpofed to difpute the exiftence of an, 
infinitely perfeft* principle of benevolencCy than tQi 
€all in quejlion their own capacity to fee through the* 
whole of its operations :• Though, if ihere be. fucb a 
principle] it muft be employed about the univerfaj 
fyftcm of things \ and, for that reafon^ require an : 
mderjiandingj in order to adjuft its exercifeSy that^ 
can take in <;onne£lionSy and dependencieSy vajllj^ 
tranfcending the moji enlarged conceptions offuch im-. 
perfe£l creatujres as we are. Nothing can be fuf^ 
ficient to fatisfy fuqh ohje£lors, till they have firft^ 
learnt to he modefi\ entertaining juji apprehenfionSs 
cf their own weaknefsy and the unfearchable great-* 
nefs and goodnefs of God. 

There are yet others,^ whofe objeftions againft y^ 
and abufes <?/, the benevolence of the Deity, tdke^ 
rife from their mifconceptions of the nature of this. 
Divine attribute. Having formed to thernfelyes- 
wrong apprehenfiorts offupreme ahfolute benevolencey 
and the methods of its difplay^ they either deny that 
God is thus benevolent J hccaufe fome detached ap^ 

pearance^ , 



Aearances ofgoodnefs are notfucb as they were led^ 
^fHm their mtjlaken notions , to expeSl they Jhould be: 
Or effe\ they reproach this glorious attribute of the 
^^ivine Beings giving falje and dijhonourable repre^ 
Jentationsofit^ conformably to the tvvontous thoughts 
ibey have previouffy entertained of its nature, or 
manner ofexercife. 

Some there be who feem to have no other idea of 
ifibfolutely perfect benevolence, than cm uncon- 
controulable irripulfive principle, neceflarily «r^ 
^ng on to Ihe greateft communication of good, ani> 
the total prevention of evil \ its prevention fo as thai 
'it fhould have no place in the creation y in any jbape^ 
w vitu> whatfoever : And the conftitution of nature^ 
not falling in with thisnotion of goodnefsythey queflioti 
ibe reality of afry principle of benevolence : Not conft- 
' derinji that benevolence iff eat ed in an infinitely perfeSt 
tnindi like God's, is never exerted blindly ^ ^r necef- 
farily,^«/ always under theconduEl ofreafon and wif- 
dom : Which thought jujily purfuedy will fuficient- 
iy account for all appearances y however feemingly in^ 
to nfiftent with goodnefs 5 as we may have occafion /d 
Jbew hereafter y in its proper place : fFhereas, a 
principle of benevclencCy thou h cf infinite propel- 
ling force, if not guided in its operations ^y wifdom 
«»t/ intelligence, inftead of producing nothing but 
good, mighty by blindly counteraSling itfelf produce y 
bpon the whole, as the final refult of its exerti$ns^ 
infinite confufion anddiftrder. 

The effeSl ^/miftaken notions of Divine Goodnefsy 
in cthersy is, not their denying that God is goody in- 
^^^bf V £oodi but /peaking reproachfully of this 

attribute 
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itttribufe ofJm nature. Andy perhaps^ the reflefff^ 
ens wt^ich have been caft upon the benevclefice of tbi 
Deity, from this cauje^ have been equally malign 
nant with a total denyalpf it^ and done as mud 
dijfervice to the inter ejl oftrue^religtcn^ and real vir* 
iuCi in the world. A mn'e Jhockihg idea tan fear a 
le given of the Dcityy than that which reprefents 
him as arbitrarily dooming the greater part of 
the race of rrien to eternal niifery. Was hewhol^ 
ly dejlitute of goodnefsy yea^ pffitiveiy nri^leyolent 
in his nature^ a worje repr^entatioit tould not ie 
well made of him. Andy ft y this is the true import 
cf the doSlrine of abfolute and unconditional re- 
probation, as It hus been taught y even by thofe wbi 
prcfefs faith in God as a bent*volent, yeay an, infi-* 
hitely benevolent Being : But they could nof^^'Qe, 
taught this do5lrine^ it would have been iinpofjtbley if 
they had mtfirjl entertained intirely wrpng tottcep^ 
iiG/2s of bene''jole72cey as attributed to the l^eity. *^is 
inkeo f range that any^ who feel within, themfelves 
the wrkifi'T cf kind afe£liony fhould give, in tg aft 
cpinionf reproachful to the Father ^mercies: To bi 
Jure their ideas ofgoodnefs^ in God, if th^ have ahy^ 
fhiiji be totally different front all the ideas we have 
cf gondnefsy as we apply the teim tp ourfelv^Sj ct^ 
any created intelligent a cent whatfoever. And if 
their ioeas are thus aifcrent^ and may confequently 
firntfy the feme thmg with what we call (pruelty in^ 
picn^ or any other creatures endowed naith moral, 
cgency-i th^y can really mean nothing when they fay i 
that God h good : And it is of no import ancey 4^ not 
the leaftfignifcancyy whether the^ call him goody cr 
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. JFrom thofe^ anifucb like caufeu be that is good ' 
^ Jo far beyond all other, beings y ' as that it may bejujl^ 
ly /aid of him ^ in a comparative fenfe^ he only is ' 
good^ has been bdfely traduce dy either by objeftions 
a^ainjl the eiiflence of any principle ofgbodnejs in him^ 
erbyXwc^i rcprefentations of it as have tended toe^^hi^ ' 
bitbimytothevieUjoftbeworUyrather ah odious than 
« lovely bein^. An attempt therefore to remove away 
thefe objeftionSy wipe off thefe afperjions, and Jet ' 
f^rtb th:i benevolence of the D^it)^, in its true 
jlory, will not be condemned as a thmg needlejs.-^* 
^his is the dejign of the prjfent undertaking ; and I 
Have the rather entered upon /V, as I am fully perfua^ 
ded, that the knowledge of Gody in his amiable beaii- 
/>•, as an infinitely benevolent beingy will lay the ieji 
and fur efi foundation for that fincere ejieem 6f *h^\ 
and Irve to himy and truft and hope in him, in which 
'conjijis thefum of true religion^ 

I {hall offer what I have to fay ^ in profecution of 
fhisdejign^ under the three following general heads. 
L I {hall ajcertain thejenje in 'Shich I attri-' 
^iite perfed dnd abfolute beneVolerice to theJ^tity. 

II . Ifhall look into the natural and moral worlds 
and endeavour to rnike it evident y from what is 
ihere to befeeny that this is the \\t^ we aremvjl ob^ 
'Oiou^y and fairly led to form of God . 

III. I {hall examine /Z?(?/^ appearances which 
mjy be alledgid as objesftions againji the fupremely 
periefl benevdence oftheD^hyy anijhow that thi^ 
iBir£ no w%ys inconfijient herewith. 

And in difcouifinjr to thefe points J/hall rather a i* 
ply to metis Ujjderftandings, than their iinagiiiiti- 



ens J endeavouring to Jet what I have tojdy in ihi 
clear eft ^ and ftrongeft point of rational light ^ that I 
cm able. And tf I Jbould now and then be led td 
/peak of things abftrufe in their nature, I hope, I 
Jballgive no juft occafion for complaint, that I talk 
/o as not to be underftpodi And if 1 fhould be really 
unintelligible to an dttentive riaaer, tolerably verjei 
in Juch matters, I am willing it fbould be attribute 
td, not Jo much to the objcurity of^ the things them- 
Jelves, as tomy own confufed conception of them. Pot 
it is with me a fettled point, that any man may ex^ 
frejs that clearly and intelligibly, of which be has 
clear and diftinU i^eas in his own mind, unlejs he is 
either crin^inally negli^enty or hasjome dejign tojervi 
hy covering himfelfwitb cloUis and darknefs. 
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I^A.^T L Explaining Benevolence as attHifHe^ 



TH E ftrft thing neccflary, m treatijig of 
Divine Menevolemce is to afcertain the fet^ 
in lyhich this perfeSion is afcribe4 to the J^d^. » 
in order whereto, 

It may be proper to l?egin with fixing the 
general notion of goodnefs^ as a moral attribute. 
And here we ihall rneet with no great dijfEculty. 
We havj? clear and diftinft ideas of this moral 
quality. *Tis as readily perceived by the mind 
93 any fenfible quality whatfoever, axj4 as readi- 
ly diftinguilbed from all others. 

* A principle difpofing and pronipting to 
the communication of happinefs,' 13 the firft 
idea tliat enters into its conn[|)ofition. As there- 
fore perceiving beings only are capable of hap- 
pinefs, they only are the objeds of goodnefs. 
Inanin^ate n^atter, 'ti« true, in all its various 
forms, niay paj^koely be the occafion of happi- 
pefs, CO creatures that are cither fenfible, or in- 
telligent. And, upon this account, it may be 
confidered as an obje6):, about which goodnefs 
may be employed, and by means of which it 
nmy be ojanift^ftcd ; Thgugh, being void of 

perceptwjn. 
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perception, it cannot itfelf inriiriediatcly be th^. 
cbjeft of goodnefs^ becaufe an incapable fubje£t 
.of bjippinefs. But whatever hein^s arc cndoTjr-. 
rA witn perception, as they are hereby renderdi 
capable of happinefs, in an higher or lower de- 
gree, in proportion tothcir faculties,, they are, 
the proper objects of goodnefs : And goodnefs 
confifls in * a difpofition to oiake them happy /^ 

* This difpofition alfo muft be exerted freelv/- 
And hence it is thatwe don't attribute goodneis^ 
as a charafter, to the brute creatures. Not that. 
they exift without kind propenficns,or that hap- 
pinefstQ others, in various kinds, is not the eF* 
left of their leveral exertions : But as thefe «r* 
^/V.^/V^ principles are tJirown into cxercife Ky 
n.efhankal mpulje^ wc look upon the animals, in 
\vliorn they are inplcnted, as inftnirrients only! 
in the diffufion of cood, not the incral caufes of 
it. Comirjunicated happinefs niuft be the cho-- 
Jen aSi of I'cme cgent, othere'ife we never con- 
fider it as a moral quality^ and call it commenda'- 
lie gcpdnefs. /.ccordfrgly, tlie gccd man, is 
not a meer tfjftve ivjlrument in the beftowment 
of good : Neither do we call a man gdod^ 
tho* he does good, if it be befide his intenti- 
on, and by accident only . But he Is the good many 
and he only, who vcluniarily aftsfor the benefit of 
ethers. His ofEces qf kindnefs are the refult of 
free choice ; and for this reafon we apply good- 
'nefs to him, under the notion of a moral virtue^ 

This difpofition mufl: alfo be exerted with" 
f truly benevolent defign. We don't call that 

rpan 



OF THE DElf T. i* 

Tjnan good, whofc afHons may be produftivc of 
good to others, if it was befide his intention in 
doing them : Much left will he dcferve this cha- 
fafter, if he did them with a view to fcrve him- 
fclf only, not thcni . And, inftead of benevolent, 
he will, be quite the Feverfe, if, iti the inftances 
wherein he manifcfts. goodnefs to others, his de- 
Cgn is to entrap and enfnare them ; making uie 
pf that which has the appearance of intended 
kindneis, as an enticement to. lead them afide, 
iid bring upon them fome greater evil. Aworfc 
character can fcarce be given a man. It is in^ 
Aeed the charafter of that Being, who, o£ aH 
.fceings, is the moft malevolent. 

In fine, ^ this difpofition muft be exercifed? 
under the guidance of reajon^ and in conGftency 
yith ri^bt and fit condudt :* Nor otherwife da 
We corifider it as a moral perfe6tion. If we look 
within, and refleft upon our perceptions, we 
ftall find, that our idea of benevolence, as a 
^ommendahte quality, is not z. Jingle difpofition ; 
but a difpofition exercifed under the conduft of 
^telligence^ and within the limits of moral trtitb 
?nd right. Conformably whereto, experience 
teaches us, that we do'nt expeft, that the man, 
we call benevolent, ftould aft for our advantage 
without thouorht, and at random : We Should 
?fteem fuch blind benevolence great weaknefs, 
and look upon the expreflions of it as little bet- 
ter than fo many inftances of folly. Neither do 
• we expect, that the benevolent man (hould do 
vs kind Qffices^ in contradiftion to the knowa 

laws 
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lawsofjuftice and truth. Such a dHpIay of goodr 
jjids would make an odious appearance to ouf 
vncorrupted minds, and we mould rather cafi 
it an inftance c^ vi^e^ than virtue. The truth is, 
whenever we ipeak of benevolence^ as a moral 
^haarader, we confider it as direAed . by wifdem^^ 
and exercifed within the bounds of rif^£/r^^!»i;. 
And the more wifely and juftly it is conduqted^ 
Md exercifed^ the higher do we rife in our efti^ 
mation of it^ as a lovely quality. 

Thefe are the ingredients that CQniHtuie 
(he compleat general idea of nf^nral goodnefi i 
which is the fame, whether we apply it tx^ 
pten, or angels^ or any created intelligences what- 
ibever j or even to the Supreme Being himielf. 
Only, when we afcribc goodnefs to the Deitju 
we nxuft remove away all defe<9:s, and conceive 
of it as infinitely perfeSl. Goodnefs in men, is al^ 
ways mixed with frailty and imperfeftion. Even 
in angels,' and the highejl order of created moral 
agents, 'tis finite and defedive. But as to the 
quality itfelf, 'tis th^Jame in kind, in all intelli- 
gent moral Beings whatfoever. Every Being, 
in heaven and earth, to whom this attribute may 
be applied, partakes oithtjame qualify thougn 
not in the fame manner^ npr in the fame degru 
and proportion. 

Some, I am fenfible, pretend, that the good* 
nefs, and other moral attributes of Qody are not 
only different in^if^r^^, but in ^»rflikewife,fttMn 
moral qualities in the creatures : infomuch thaft 
the words ^oodnefs^jufticei veracity, and d^ j 

like" 
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like, are no otherwife applicable to the Deitj^, 
than as they ftand to fignify ibme unbiotm 
. qualities, anfwer^ble indeed (as they unintelli- 
bly ^ak) to thofe difpofitions in inferior moral 
Agents ; but yet, in their nature, altogetheif 
tranfcendent, and not to be conceived of by us^ 
But this ij5 certainly a moft abfurd notion. For> 
if when we apply the terms good, juft, faithful^ 
ftnd the like to God, the qiiaUties figniiied 
by thefc words, are applied to men, ot 
bther created intelligent agents, are not 
Jhc qualities intended^ but othet iticonceiv^ 
kbie ones of a quite different kind, we really mean 
liothing when we fay, that G^^ is juft, true, ami 
faithful; but afcribe to him an unknown charac- 
ter. In which cafe, how can we make him the 
objeffc of our adoration and worlhip ? We muft* 
tertainly, upon this fuppofition, worfhip him 
as an tmknown Gody if we worfhip him at all. The 
truth is, we muft know what goodnefs, jullice^ 
And faithfulnefs, in Gody are, or we ftiall unin- 
telligibly apply thefe attributes to him ; ufing 
%irords that have no meaning at all : And, with- 
tout all doubt, we are capable of this knowledge* 
The moral attributes of the infinitely perfect: Be- 
ing, 'tis true, are inccmprebenfibte by fuch narrow 
tinderftandings as our's, and perhaps by the nn- 
derftandings of ail creatures whatfoever. Butthis 
does not mean, that we know nothing at all 
jSbout their true nature ; but only that their mode 
i^jexiflenciy manner of ejcercifey and degree ofper^ 
j^Stm^ tranltehd our, arid -ail other finite, capa- 
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cities. . In ,this ienfe, the moral qualities of tbff . 
Deify furpafs all underftanding j while yet, we 
have as pdlitive^ clearj and diftiiift ideas of their 
real nature^ as of the nature of any qualities ap«' 
plicable to oiirfelves : Infpmuch that we mayi. 
with all delirable certainty, krgue from thenij^ 
to the diredtihg of oiir worfliip, foniiing our 
fexpeftations, founding our hopes, and govern*- 
ing our.cbndu£i: : Nor otherwife 'i^rbuld religion 
be an intelltg^ible^ or reafondbli fervice. 1 rniay add 
here, fhe opinion which makes moral qualities,* 
in Godf totally different in kindy from moral dif^ 
jpk)fitions in men, and bther inferior intelligent 
agents, is altogether unintelUgiblei, - We have nd 
conceptions ot different kinds of &)o3nefs, or 
juftice, or veracity; tho' our ideas ot a difference, 
in degree i between thefe qualities, are clear and 
'diftin(Et., Accordingly, hothing more conrmoh 
than to fpeak of goodnefs, ahd juftice, and faith- 
fulnefs, as qualities more or leji excellent and 
perfeft, in proportion to the mamer^ and degree^ 
of their exercife. fiiit We never feverally diltin- 
guilh thefe qualities into kinds, attributing one 
kind of goodnefs, or juftice, or Veracity, to thelc 
beings, and another to thofe. Nor indeed is 
there any foundation in truth for fikh a diftinc- 
tion. They are properties, in their nature, in- 
variably one and the fame, whatever fiibjefts they . 
are applied to, whether finite or infinite, God 6i 
mari. And it would be grolsly abfurd to ranit 
them feverally into JortSy as truly fo as if we 
fliould divide rbundnefs, qx Jqtwrenejs into diffe^ ■ 
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rent kinds of roundnefs or fquarenefs. We pro- 
perly diftinguiih thefe figures into more perfeSl or 
lefsperfeEl ; andwe^ h^ve diftinft ideas of fuch a 
aifference\ But of different kinds oi "roundnefs or 
Jquarene/Sy we have no idea ^t all t And thus ta 
diftinguifh them is a fdf-evident abfurdity. The 
ftms is true of gOodrtefs, and all other nioral 
qualities. They are invariably one and the fame 
thing in kind^ whatever beings they are applied 
to. They are incapable of a divifion into different 
kinds. W& have not the leaft conception of fuch 
a difference; tho' we clearly underftand what is 
meant, when they are diftinguifhed as to their 
d^.grees of pfeffeftionj and modes of exercife. S6 
that to afcribegoodrieft and juftice, and th6 like, 
t6 God \ and to fay, at the fande time, that thefe 
qualities, as applied to him, mean fomething 
"♦rhoUy different in kind from what they mean^ 
•when attributed to inferior moral agents,, is tc> 
talk in the dark, ufmg words without any ideas : 
The tendency of which mufl be to deftroy all 
Vsal knowledge of the moral charafter of theSu- 
pYeme Creator, and confequently all religion ; 
for if we have no ideas of the moral attributes of 
Goiy we can have no foundation dn v/hich ta 
build any rational religion, but muft livc^ as, 
without God in the world, 

Ic appears then, upon the whole, that the 
gooiaefi of Qodi is xki^Jame thing with goodnefi 
in all other intelligent moral beings ; allowing 
only a due d^^crtnctm degree T^ndi proportion. So 
that if W2 rem'jve from our ideas, even of a goodi 

^ . . man. 
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man, all frailties and defeds, and add to it boiind^ 
Icfs perfc&on inmoileandiljggree, We fhall entertain 
juft thoughts of the Divine Benevolente^ and need 
not fear being led into a miftaken notion of this 
moft glorious attribute of the Supreme Being. 

But it nnay be worth while to be ftill more 
particular, and critical, in the application of the 
general idea of goodnefs to Gbdy and in going over 
Its feveral parts as thus applied. 

* A natural difpofition then in the D«/jr, moving 
him to the communication of happinefs," is the' 
firft ingredient in. the notion of goodnefs as at- 
tributed to him. When I fppak of goodnefs as i 
Tiatural difpofition in the Deity y I would be un- 
4erftood to mean, a certain Jiate of fhikdj call it 
inclination,' propenfion, dilpolitioni or whatever 
elfe may be thought more proper, analogous tor 
what is figftififed by a benevolent difpofition in m^i 
or any other created moral agents. Such a dif- 
pofition ive find within ourfelves. , 'Tis natural 
to us, one of the principles implanted in our 
crigind frame,- aiid what We all partake of, in a 
lefs or greater degfee^ And fome principle ah- 
fwerable hereto, I fuppofe inherent in the natufe 
of the Supreme Being, and necejfary in him, in 
the faitie fenle that intelligence 13 a natural and 
necejfary perfeftion ; Infomuch that we ftiould a» 
truly wrong him, to conceive of him without at 
benevolent, as withbut an intelligent principle i 
Only, the principle of benevolence in Gody likd 
that of intelligence, o\ight always to beronfi-; 
dcred as infinitely perfect ^ both as to its mode of 

cxiftencc. 
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exlftence, and manner and degree of optration : 
Nor (ho aid we ^llow ourfelves to think of thiai 
dilpofition in the Deity ^ without reinoving out o^ 
pur minds thofe weaknefles and in^perfeftions^j 
which attend the like difpofitions in ourfelves* 

In order whereto, and to help us in forming 
the nvoft juft and honorable thoughts of bcncvo- 
ience, as a difpojition in Gody it may he proper to 
^0bferve, that the two grand principles, in humaii 
nature, Jelf-love and ienewlence, the former de^ 
termining us toprivate^ the latter topublicy good^ 
are accompanied, each of theni, with particular 
appetites and paflions, feyerally adapted to pro-- 
mote the more eflfbftual profecution of thefe 
ends, as occafion may require ; Nor Ihould 
we have been fo well qualified to purfue ei- 
ther our ov^H good, or the good of others ^ had 
it not been for the implantation of thefe ap- 
petites and pafTions, which are filled to hafteii 
cur exertments, and give them an additional 
force, anfwerable to the ftate and circun^ftances, 
ve onrfelves, or others, may he in. Self-love 
is a general, calm, difpaflionate principle 5 and 
would not, in a variety of cafes, elp^cially con» 
^dering the flow progrefs we niake in know- 
ledge, and the weaknefs of it at heft, have 
been fufficient, fingly and alone, to put us up- 
on feeking, or Ihunning, with srequifite fpeed 
]^d vigor, the things neceflary to our own 
prefervation. And therefore the author of our 
©eings has kindly and wifely provided againft 
ihis 4cfc<^ b^ the implantation of particular 

appetites 
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;^ppetites aud propenfioi^s, attended with i»n- 
eafmefs proper to roiiff pur attention, and calt 
us forth to aftiorv The fivnt may be faid of the. 
general conrimon principle of B^fvolenf^^ *Tiji, ' 
caltp and diipa0i9na(e : And tho' a llron.g and ' 
noble principle, yet, as planted.in fuch imper^: 
fe<5l beings. ^ V^ ^^^y ^ight prove infiifficient 
to put us upon thofp exertions, for the good, 
gf others, lyljiclj their circjuipftances, in thi^ 
prefent ftatCj^ would render neceifary.' The/ 
Qod of >Jature has therefore given us parti^ 
cnlar afledlions, apt to be excited upon pro- 
per occafions, an^, rnake us active ir^ ufing 
pur end^.av^urs to contribute our part tpwards 
the pn duftion oi Jocial happinefs. Thus, the 
helplefs ftate of children, requiring the conftant"" 
care and patience of others, in miniftring to 
their \yants, a ftrcn^ a^eftion is planteji in the 
hearts cf parents, diipufing them bcth to do> 
and bear, almoft any thing fpr their advantage ; 
Ncr without this sjorgee is it conceivable^ 
h^ w thty (hould fp often deny tUemfelves, andL \ 
go thrptgh fi' iTiuch toil and labour, for the. 
i'ake of their offspring :. wliich yet their cir- 
cumft^nces make abf^ylutely neceflary. * In like. 
ipanner^ the dangers niankind are liable to, and 
the diificvlties, fornws, and dillrefles, they, 
meet with, fo often calj for the fudden, vigo- 
rous exertmc nt of feme kind hand, that ///y is 
an affeftion G^^.has fi.\ed in our nature; And 
to this it is owing, that we are fo readily mov- 
ed tc aftivity, in pr porti(;n to the diurefsof 
the object preftnted to our view. Now, * 
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JJkiw, when we attribute benevolence to God^ 
^e muft cauti^^ufly diftinguilh between the^^r 
^ral pripciple itfelf, and thofe particular affe£lions^ 
yhich accompany it in us nien> and are attend- 
ed with uneafinefs, tho' wifely fuited to the im-r 
?erfe6lion of our prefcnt ftate. Thqy arc cafily 
ind evidently diftinguifhablc from each other* 
Ind, 'tis probable, there are order$ of created 
)eings, in. whom they, are in fa£i diftinguifhed j 
he perfedVion of w]iofe powers an4 ftate are fuch, 
:s that they have no need of thjefe additional 
xcitemcnts. Much more may this be fuppofed 
o be the cafe, with refpeft. to the; infinitely 
>erfe<5l caufe of all exiftence. 'Tis common, it 
s true, in Ipeaking of the Deity ^^ to afcribe to 
lim thefe paflipns and affedions. Inftances to 
his purpofe are freqpent, even. in. the. facred 
mtings themlelves. But fuch attribjutions arc 
<y be underftood in a loofe and figurative (tn^^ 
►nly. And we fhould always take care to fepa- 
ate from benevolence, when, attributed toGody 
11 the modes of it that are fuited onlyto imper- 
ed. beings, in an imperfeft ftate ; as is the cafe 
^itK.re|pe6t to us men. But as to the principle 
t(elf, c )nfidered without thefe ^^/(?»j, arguing 
veakftefs, i^nd. uneafinefs, in the fubjefts of 
^htm, and h^btened. beyond all conceivable 
b:)unds, in mode and^ degree, I fee not but it 
nmay, in a ftrift, and proper fenfe, be attributed 
to tht Deity,; as containing nothing in it but 
Vhat is worthy of him, and confiftent with his 
charadter as an abfolutely amiable and perfect 
w^-iiig- ' It 
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It is the opinion, I am well aware, of fomfl^ 
great and learned mtn, that benevolence^ as a^ 
^pojitimj inclination^ or propenfion, ought not; 
to DC afcribcd to the Z2«/y. T^^y allow in- 
deed that benevolence, as a ^j^^//^», 43. planted 
in man ; but fay, that the general principle itfelfj,^ 
together with the particular affeSions belonging 
to it, are defigned only as auxiliaries in fupport 
of reajon^ which needed fuch help, in creature^ 
io weak and imperfeft as we are ; But that, in. 
Gedy whjfe underftanding \% infinite, and who 
perfeftly fec$. all poflible connedlion^i of ideas^ 
and fitneffes and unfitneflcs of aftiops ariiing 
therefrom, there can be no need of fuch an ai^ 
ditional aid. And confequen^ly, that we ought 
to conceive of him as giving exiftence, and 
h Jppinefs, to his creatures Jolely from mc j&-- 
vs/s and reafonablenefSy of the thing as an 6b- 
je6t of intelligence : And that it would rcfleft 
difhononr on him, to fuppofe him in the leaft 
excited hereto from any natural ftate of mindj 
call it temper, inclination, dilpofition, xr by 
any other name, fignifying the like idea. 

The anfwer whereto is, that the particular^ 
propenjionsy belonging to benevolence in us, 
were undoubtedly planted in human nature (as 
has been ohferved) in confideration of the im- 
perfedion of our prefent ftate and powers : But 
that this is, by no means, the truth of the cafe^ 
with relpeft to tht general principle itfelf j which 
feems to have been a matter of fuch necf ffityt 
as that, if it had not been planted in our na* 

ture. 
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Iture, our reajon^ tho' ever fo perfeft, would 
have been inlufficient to put us upon exerting 
ourlelves in purfuit oi Jociai happinefs : Noi^ 
hideed could we have najonahly done it. And 
the faniej perhaps; upon examinati; n, will btf 
found to be the real truth, with refpedbtothe 
^dty likewife : Which, that we may clearly 
tonceitre of, let it be cbferved, 

it is nfecieflaiy, with refp^dt to all beings 
whatfoever, that they have fome eonjiitution ot 
nature 5 which nature muft be previoufly fup- 

gofed, and, in fome ineafure, known, or it will 
e impolilble to determine whether they are 
capable of aftion, or not : Or, if they are> 
what wduld be reafonable and fit adion ill 
them. As for exannple-'^It is by knowing the 
conftitution of tHoKi that he is fonned with a 
capacity to receive pleafure ; with a ftate of 
mind indininj^ him to purfue it, both for his own 
private good, and the good of others ; with 
die powers' of inteiligence and 'doUtiotiy qualify- 
ing hitii to difcem what will conduce to thefe 
cuids, and to will the exertion of his endeavours 
for the acconlpliftiment of them : I fay, it 
is frond our thus knowing the conftitution ot 
^an, that we underftand what is Jit and rea^ 

/oHable CondudI in hirrl : Was he differently^ 
cmftituted, what is new reafonable and fit* 

..niight not be fo : On the contrary, it mighty 
as to hind, be unreafonable and unfit. 

Had. man been formed with the powers of 
inteUigence and vglition^ but without any ca-» 

pacity 
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>acity in his nature for the enjoyment ofbap^: 
\inefsy or any ftate of mind naturally inclinifig 
lim to purfue it, as a valuable end, either 
\vith refpeft to himjelf^ or others^ of what ufe 
would inttlii^ce or 'volition have been to himi 
Moft pertainly, upon this fuppoliticri, he could 
Aever' have been excited to aftion, either with 
reference to hlmfelf, or others : Neither would 
there have been, as to him^ any reafonable- 
ilefs or fithefs in aftion of any kind; • 

Or if, in addition to xk± principles of intel- 
ligence and volitich, he had had planted in his 
nature, a capacity for the perception of hapr 
finejsy and private 'affe6lion\ inclining him to' i 
le^ic his ovon interefty as art ultimate erid, he ^ 
would, in this cale, have been excited to ac — 
tion ; but then, his aftions would ha\^e whollji^ 
centred in himjelft Nof could he havfc put forthi 
his endeavours, in purfuit of fecial happinefs 
otherwife than as he might perceive a t^ndenc}^ 
in fuch purfuit, to pfomotc his own. Th 
would haVe been his governing end^ and ev 
TV 'thing Wou!d have appeared (yea, find 
ally would have been,^ as to him) reaf .nabl e/ 
or unreafonable ; fit^ of unfit, as it flood co ji-" 
nefted with this end, and had a tendency inf 
its nature to forward, or obltfuft it. 

But if, ttjgether with the powers' of intelli- 
gence and volition*, We fupp^fe Jocial as well 
as private affe<tlion, to have been implanted, irt. 
him, dijpofmg him to purfue the happinefs ^ ^^ 
others f as well as his own^ a proper foOndat:i<'rt 
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5s Ao^ laid in his natuie for hmevolent aftions. 

i\t is as truly ^onflituted for the purfgit of 

Jbdsl as private good : And it is now cafy to un- 

^erftand the meaning oifitn&fi^ when predicated 

o( benevolent "aftions, and how it is eternally rea^ 

^onable^* from th^.fitnejs of the thing itfelf, for a 

feeing^ '€onftituted to fcek the welfare of ethers^ 

fas Well as his own : Nor is this language readily 

4nteIiigiMey upon any other luppufition. 

And this reafoning extends to all created be- 
ings whatfoever ; and I fee not but it equally 
•takes place with refpeft to the Supreme Being 
^^lim^elf. We muft fuppofe him exifting v/ith 
^bmc coriftitution or other ; which conftitution, 
-asto him, htingfelf-exiftent^ muft be looked up- 
•on as necejfaryy in the fame fenfe that we call hi^ 
exiftence itfelf neceffary. And what conftitu- 
'tion can be imagined more worthy of x\itt)eity, 
^r confentaneous to all the ideas we have of per- 
4e£tion, than that which fuppoles him to exift, 
not only with the powers of intelligence and voli^ 
4i(mj heightened in degree of perfeftion beyond 
all bounds 5 but with the principles alfoof/i^- 
iove^ and ^^^z;^<?;/r^,heightencd in like mannerl 
^fpqfing him to feek his ow7iy and the happinels 
"oUthers ? Upon the previous fuppofition of fuch 
A tQnJlitution of nature^ the conduft of the Heityy 
in creating the world, and giving being and 
happinefs to lb many creatures is intelligible : 
Otherwife, not very eafiiy to be accounted for. 
It can indeed be fcarce conceived, if the Su- 
preme Being exifted without w^ natural ftate of 

D inind^ 
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this end : Nor can it be fuppofcd // or reajm^^ 
able that it Ihopld. For no condu^, in any be> 
ing, is // and reafoftakkj but what agrees witht 
his natural J^afCi znd powers:^ not perverted, Sa 
far as he afts in confillency vnth hh ffafure, h^- 
afts as it is// and reafonahle he fhould aft^:- Not 
otherwife. Reajonabhnejsy or fitnefs therefore, lit 
benevolence, to a being who has ho dijfofitim to^ 
k in his nature^ \% unintelligible and abfiird . 

I Ihall only add, we can judge of the benevth^ 
fence of the Deityy only fron> the ideas we have- 
of benevolence in our/ehes ; rennoving away all^ 
weaknelTes, and adding infinite .degrees of peiv 
feftion. And, in this way of judging, we are 
directly led to conceive of this quality, as origin 
nating in fon.c Jlate of mindy analogous to that we 
call benevolent in ourfelves. With reipeft to. 
enrfelves, 'tis found true, in fa<3: and experience, 
that the Jpring ofjocial aSiion is bene'Oolence of tern-- 
per ; a diipofiiicn natural to us, tho' capable of 
being flrengrhened, and rendered ftill more per- 
fcdV. And if we have any idea at all of benevO" - 
knee in the Deity y it is the fame in kind. The only 
difttrence is, that the dijpofition in him is origi- 
nally and abiolntely ptrted, both in mode^ and; 
degree. --. — « To proceed, 

*This ciifpof tion in the JDeity muft be exer4ied 
freely', Otherwife, it will be a mecbanical-pnTi* 
ciple, not i moral one ; which would deljroy our 
idea of it as a commendable quality. Nor is there 
any inconfifrenxry in faying, that this difpofitioa 
tm^rily inliercs in the Divine mind as a natural: 

principle. 
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principle, and yet that it is capable of being 
exerted freely . For thus it is, in fa6t> vrith re- 
fpcft to ourfelves. Benevolence is a difpofition 
planted in our nature, and exHP s neceJariSy there. 
What I mean is, we poflefs this turn of mind> 
difpofition, or inclination, independently of our 
$wn choice ; and yet, our exertions, in afts of 
beneficence, fpring from our wills, which arc 
determined freely, and not impelled by force* 
We feel it to be in our power, notwithftanding 
the propenfion in our nature, inclining us to be- 
nevolence^ either to will, or not will,^ thefe or 
thofe beneficent afts. And accordingly, we 
neither efteem ourfelves> qr others, virtuous or 
praife worthy, otherwife than as our or their o^ 
fices of kindhefs proceed from free choice. 

.There are, it is true, fome particular propen- 
(ions^ in our nature, which have the appearance 
oi being tmcbanical. Not only the inclinations 
thcmfelves, but the exertments in confequence 
of theni, feem to be, in a degree, necejfary, as not 
refulting from any proper act of the will. Such 
is the STOROEE, or natural affeSlion of parents to- 
wards thdir offspring. And fuch is the affeftion 
tlpity, which is a more univerfal propenfion, and 
common indeed, in a lefs or greater degree, to 
all njankind. Thefe propenfions feem to be of 
the mtcbanical kind, operating necejfarily, and not 
(ram choice : At leaft, this appears to be the cafe, 
jn fome inftances, and with refpeft to fome 
serfons. And if, inftead of trufting the well- 
>oing of helplefs children, and perfons in immi- 
nent 
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jient diftrefs, to the general, cool principle of 
Ibenevoletice, in fuch weaki ijnpcrfcft Creatures 
PS we are, the Deity has planted this fYop^llini 
ferae in our conftitution, for the good of thfc 
•world, which could not otherwife be fo efFeftu* 
ally provided for, it is no more than niight be 
cfxpefted from his wifdom and goodnefe. But 
Ihen, as farental kindne/s^ and fitiable exertimi 
\}pon the view of miferable objects, are thus, in 
a'fneafure, mecbanicaly we fcarce atlotv^ the name 
of virtuous to them : To be fure, we never Call 
them vittuousy only as there was room for ^boicti 
ahd in proportion as they iprang from the fru 
'^etermmtion \ of the mind. Nay, even with xt^ 
ipeft to the general principle of benevolence it- 
fclf, there is no virtue in it, confidered fimply 
as a natural affeftion, nor in any' of its cxertions> 
■otherwife than ais they are cboJenaSis : And the 
more they are fo, the higher do we rife ip oiir 
Opinion of them as truly excellent and yirtu6us. 
And the fame reafoning extend^ with equal 
force to the Deity ^ He is moralfy good, and we 
'Ipeak of him as fuch, becaufe his exertions for 
the benefit of others are chofen adts ; tho', at the 
fame time, they originate in a naturai principle 
of benevolence. Such a principle ne^ejarify 
' inheres in him, i. e, independently of his w»* 
choice : And yet, his benevolent exertions, in all 
inftances, and kinds, ^re perfectly voluntary^ and 
fo intirely depend on his willy as that they could 
not have been, if he had not freely willed thsit 
they fhould be. And 'tis this that gives us th< 

idea 




a of benevolence in Go J as 2i moral ckiraSf&^ 
Ixc. was nccejfarily urged on to the beftowmei]Lp 
being and happincfs,fi:omthe benevolent, ftate 
mind* that is natural to hini, there would be 

value, morally foeakingi in his CDmrhunicati- 
\ of gpodnefs : Bi)t as this difpplition> though 
tjfarily inhering in his nature; is y^'^ freehf 
:rted, he is juftly looked upon as a moral 
mt in. the, good he dilpenfes, and dierefpre 
•rthy of the higheft love and gratitude* Nor 
c at dl more difficult to conceive howbeneVo- 
Lce in the Deity fhoul<;i be a necejary dilpofiti- 
^. and yet a moral perfedion, than it ^ tc> ccn- 
vc how intelligence or volition in him fhould be 
ine fenie neeejfary^ and in another moral. The 
ity necejfarily exifts a being endowed with the 
.nciples of intelligence and volition j and yet> hie 
e^ ejterts thefe principles : Nor otherwile 
uld they be moral ones* The fame may be 
d of his benevolence : He necejfarily exifts' with 
s . ftate of mind ; and yet, he truly wills 
I communication of good, in all ififtancea 
latfoever. And this coiiftitutejs benevolence 

him a moral charaSer. 
This difpofition muft be exerted ^fb with 
lobly benevolent intention, not with a fe-. 
jt, hidden view to makethofe mllerable, and 
th inhanced aggravation, who are theob* 
33 of that which has the appearance of com- 
unicated go^dnefs. Seme there are, who, 
ough-.they call theDeity benevolent,yet, repre- 
at him as maiung Ibm^ of his creatures, and 

b^ftowing 
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beftowing upon tkem riches of goodnefs with aft 
tXprefs defign, that they fhoiild mifufe them ^ alid 
by this means give occafion for the infliftion c^ 
his Wrath upoh them^ and in an inhanced 
liieafur^, ind this forever. Yfea> there are thofe, 
who maJce the infinitely benevolent Gcd the 
^dnd afi'd only efficient y hot only in the beftow=- 
ment of gbod, but even in the abufe of it; and 
that he has fo laid his plan, and connefted a 
chain of caufes, as that this abnfe (hall invio-* 
lably be brought into event, and on puirpcfe 
that its final refult Ihould be the evcrlafting. 
damhation of a great number of the creatures 
his hands have formed* -Some late Writers 
will not difown> that this is a juft reprfcfenta«- 
tion of their publiflied fentiments. What their 
idea of benevolence is, I Will not pretend to 
lay J but this I will fay, that it effentially dif* 
fers from that moral quality^ Which goes by the 
ftameofbenevolencejamong men^ and it inoft cer* 
tainly would, in any created intelligent moral agent 
be deemed, not merely malevolence, but male- 
Volencfe in the highcft degree. And to attri- 
bute fuch benevolence to the all-perfe6t Deity, 
would be to make him> not conltruftively arid 
by diftant confequence, but diredly and in 
explicit terms, a more malevolent beihg than 
even the evil one has ever been reprefented 
to be. For he is only a tempter to wicked- 
Hefs ; but, according to this fcheme, the in- 
finitely good God is its efficienty its only pro* 
tcr fau/e^ and in order to produce eternal mi-*. 
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fcry as its efrVft, F^r be it from reafohable 

creatiifes to hirbOii'r in their breafts fuch dif- 

". honorable conceptions of the only good God ! 

I f he is pbffeffed of that moral quality we call 

benevolencei hfe muft, if We can form any idea 

bf What SeneVolenCe mearis, iii all the maiiifefta- 

ti ons of it to his creatures, intferid their g6od, with- 

but any fecret ireference to the Contrary ; in- 

Ibniuch, that if they chufe that t6 their hurt, 

Which was truly defigned for their good, they 

therrifelves, and not the G6d that iiiade them, 

and has been kind and good to them, are 

chargeable with the giiilt and folly of their 

mifconduft . ... , , . , 

iFinally, this HiJpofiti'on irl the.D^//y muft 
likewife be exerted * under the direSlion of in-- 
feljigencey and in conftftency with jit condu5l* I 
fay under the dire5lion of intelligerfcey becaufe 
otherAvife it would be that btifid fort of bene- 
volence which i^ really of nd worth, morally 
fpeaking. And I add, in conjiftency with fit- 
hefs of cdnduSly Becaufe there is certainly fuch 
a thing as ttnfitnrfsy a§ well as fitn(fs^ of cchr 
Hu6t; in the pfoduftidii of happinef^. And 
the latter itiuft Be regarded by, aii infinitely 
wife and intelligent being: Nor otherwife 
would he aft reafonablyy whatever benevulence 
he might difcoVer in his e>Cehions. 

Some may be ready to think, that the will 

of the Supreme Being is the only nieafure of 

-jfl^tnefsy in the communication of g)od; thi: 

Vhat he w;7/j is for that reaC.>n //, and there is 

E no 
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na need of any other to make it fo. But this 
is a great miftake. There is, beyond all doubt^ a 
certain jf/»^ and unfitnejsoi condu6t, in order to^ 
the produftion of good, antecedently to, and 
independently of, all will whatfoever, not ex- 
cepting even the will of God himfclf. Love and 
hatred, jujlice and injufticey truth and faljehood, 
hypocrify and Jincerky, gratitude and ingratitude^ 
are, in their natures^ feparate from all choice,- 
fitted to the contrary purpofes oi /ocial good, and 
Jocial evil : Nor is it poffible for any will, whe- 
ther in heaven or earth, to alter their natures, or ' 
that fitnefs there is f efpfcftivCly in them to pro- 
mote thefe ends. iThis may be ftiore readily 
underftood, perhaps,^ in an inftance of feme othcf 
kind. Circles and fquares are fittedi each of 
them, from their vefy naturey to ferve differeni 
purpofes ; Infomuch th^ it would be prepofter- 
ous and abfurd to make tile of a circle to an- 
fwer the purpofes, which are peculiarly fitted 
to the nature o{ 2l fquare, and vice verfa; Nof 
could any will whatfoever make an alteration 
in the cafe. All intelligent beings capable* 
of knowing the relpeftive ufes of thefe 
figures, muft know that they are fitted t6' 
anfwer different ptifp^.fes ; for which reafen,- 
they could not willy without the fuppolition cf 
abfurdiry, the employment of a circle for that 
life to w^hich the nature of a^^'^^f^only is peculi^ 
SLvly fated. And the fame is equally true, with ' 
refpedl to thofe qualities we call moral and im- 
moral. The making a number of creatures with 

malevolent 
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malrvoknt affeSiioftj branching itfelf into the fe- 
iferal modifications of batredy^ bittemejsy wratby 
malice^ and the like, is a meth; d of condaft un^ 
Jit ia itfelf to prompte theiV common happinefs .^ 
"Nor could it be conftituted a// method to at- 
tain this end, by any wi{l wbatjoever^ not the 
will of the Supreme Sovereign himfelf. For 
fffralby m^licey zj^d bafrfJ, are, in their natures,, 
ablbl utely unjftt to promote Jhcijal good. And 
this is as felf evidently true, as that tbree and 
ri^ree are unfit to. mdk^feven ; and would, be {oy^ 
wJiether fach creatures were brought into ac- 
tual exijtincey or not ; and m4ift have been {t^n 
to be . fo by an eternal being, comprehending 
all the poflible ways, wherein creatufes. might 
t>ji madetoexift: And, to fuch a being there-. 
fore, it muft h^ve appeared unreajgnable and 
ifnfit to make creatures, with fuch. a confti- 
tiition, in order to fuch an end : And he mufl:, 
accordingly, if wife, have refufed to dp it. In. 
^ike manneri falfebood; deQeity injufiicej ingrati- 
tudey and the like, are, independently of all will, 
itnfitin their nature l;o -prodMCt Jocial bappinefs, 
and mjLift have been perceived to be fo, by a 
being infinitely intelligent:^ Upon which ac- 
count, he could not be fuppofed, without pal- 
pable abfurdity, to make creatures, in order to 
their mutual and comm.^nL good, with natural 
difpojitions urging them on tothofe unfitnejfes of' 
^ftion, with reference to this end. And I may 
addj neither can it be fuppofed, that the T^sity 
iKoyld be himfelf unjujiydeceitfuly^xid^\^^ like,in or-. 

deX' 
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dcr to promote thp cpmmcn good of his creaturcSj, 
^ny Hjore than thai he fhould bring them int^ 
exiftence v/ith difpofitions to be fo. For. injuf- 
iice, falfehocdi deceit.^ and the whole train of 
afts we call immoral^ are, in their nature, abfo- 
lut^ly the fame, whetjier ^e attribute them to^ 
Gody or man y and fo far from' being fit to. 
prcmore. the good of the creation, that they. 
wo. Id, if repeated without reftraiiit, certainly, 
bring about its ruin. And this muft be known tp^ 
a }:erfe6Uy intelligent agent : for which reafcn^ 
he would never in the methods cHinjuJlicej deceit^ 
zndfaljebccd^ exert his benevplent difppfition ii\' 
I rder t..; effeft the hnppinefs of his creatures. It 
\\\ u!d be unrerjcr\alle in him to do fo, and 
refleft difiionour on him, as not regarding the 
eterniil fitnej\ and prcfrifty of aftion, in profe- 
cuano; iiis defigns. 

It may perhaps be thoyght reproachful to the 
T)c:ty 10 have it faid, that he cannot, by a fo- 
vere.gn <\di of his ^/7/, conftitute goody evil ; 
and e\'ily good. And it might, with as much 
rtafon, be looked upon as dilhonorable to his 
infciite ^ nderftanding, that it cannot make' 
truth, fdjehood y and faljehoody truth ; . For thefe 
fixc, equally impoflible. There' is fugh a thing 
as eternal and immutahle, trutg ; And it refltils 
Honor, not difii-,nor, on the infinite underftand- 
ing, that it will, and muft, perceive this to be 
truih. And it is, in like, manner, ^?/^r;/V?//y and 
inimutally true^ that fome. aftions are fity and 

Ctht^rs unfit, in order to fuch an end ; And iu 

» * .■■-■■ .. 
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is aft h'^nor, not a didaon^r, to an infinitely per- 
feft. w/7/, that it is liinited, in its determina- 

, tions, by the fitnejs of aftion. It is not a real 
ieflening to the true Uhert^ of the will of Gody 
that he. is thus c6nfincd, as it were, by thejf/- 
w^j of aftion, any more than it is to liis power ^ 
that it does not extcn:l to imyofibiUlies. 
^ And as there is fit uefs and unfit nefs of conduft, 
in order to the produ£lijn of gv)od, fo is there 
Hkewife w ^j^rcater fitnefs in one method of con- 
daft thr.i another, in order to promote this end. 
We k:]'.r.v this to be the truth with refpedt 
to ourfelv'es. • And indeed one great ule of our 
Tfiafon is to help us in cafes of this nature, by 
pointing out that particular method of conduft, 
among a variety that may open to our view, 
which is hz^ fitted to anfwer the end we have 
in piirfuit. And the fame is as true, v/ith re- 
fpcct to th^e, Supreme Being. There are, ante- 
cedently t) all will and choice, fome ways of 
.^fring better accommodated to anfwer the de- 
fi^;n of cemmpn happinefs than others. And as he 
iiuifl: be fuppofed* to have, in his all-compre- 

, henfivemind,an intire viewofalltheways,where- 
init is poflible happinefs fhould be promoted, he 
muftif he a£ls wifely,pitchuponthat,whichisthe 
jitteft^ and befiadaptedy upon the whole, and all 
cirdumftances confidered, to anfwer this defign. 
And the reafon here is the fame^ as m the cafe 
of fit ^nd unfit m.ethods of conduft. As the for- 
mer is feleftcd becaufe //, for the fame reafon, 
in general, that mufl: be chofen which is die 
Jttefiy^iixd Villi bell anfwer the encJL. Sa 
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So that happinefs, as communicated frorr^ 
the Deity^ is, by no means, the efFeft of mere 

, inclination^ blindly and houndlefsly exerted : Neither 
is it the refiilt of unaccountable will andfleajure ^ 
pleafure not excited by the eternal fitifefs znd rea^ 

Jonablenejs of aftion : No ; but the exertions of 
the Deity^ in benevolent ads, are ^1 dircfted 
and govierned by an unerring principle of wif- 
dom and intelligence : Infomuch that he cannot 
do a benevolent aftion, but within the limitati- 
ons (if I may fo fpeak) of realbnable and fit 
conduft. It is not poffible (I niean morally fb^ 
in the fenfe in which we fay, it is in.poffible 
for God to lie : It is not poffible,) for him tc^ 
diipenfe happinefs in any other way.. It would 
frgue fome defeft in wifdom, or fome depravityi. 
in dilpofition, ^yhich is inconfiftent with the 
itippofition of his being infinitely perfeft and 
intelligent. No happinefs therefore ought to, 
be expefted from the Deity^ but what may re- 
fult from wife and^/ conduft : But I may pro- 
perly add, all the happinefs that can,^ in this 
way, be copimunicated, may fairly and reafon-v • 
ably be looked for. 

The fum of what has b?en faid coi^cerning- 
^enevqlence^ as attributed to the Deity^ h^ that it 
luppofes ^ a natural fiate of mindy inclining him 
to the communication of good ;' a ft ate of mind 
analogous to kind afeilion in us men, only as kind 
afFeftion in us is atcended with frailty, in him it 
is abfolutely perfeft, both as to mode of exif- 
tence, and manner of exercife : That, as h^. 

ej|.ift;5 
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Bxiflis zfr^e agent y in the higheft and moft glo- 
rious fenfe, he is not mechanically ^ or necejfarilyi 
urged on, from this natural difpofition^ to the; 
communication of good ; but ad:s herein vo-^ 
luntatilyy and of chGice : And, in fine,- that, as he 
is an infinitely wife and intelligent y as well as free, 
lagenty his exertions, in order to the produftion . 
of good, are never unfit y never unreafonable, but 
2Xyf?LY^Jityrea/onableyi3Lnd ab/olutely and perfeSly fo. 
So that, in one word, benevolence in the Deity fig- 
nifies precifely the fame thing with ** a difpbfi- 
tioh freely to communicate all the good that is 
confiftent with *rc;j/^ and fit condudt :" For, fu-» 
premely perfeft benevolence of nature, beings 
in him, conjoined with an all-comprehending 
Vnderftanding, and unerring wifdom> he muft 
know all the ways of producing happinefs, and 
the great eft lum of it diat can be wifely produced : 
And this therefore is the happinefs thslt may rcaf^ 
fonably be expected Ihould be produced by him; 
that is to fay, all the happinefs to the ^bole, and 
tvtry part of the creation, than can be, not ia 
fefpeft of omnipotence, confidered as a natural 
J>ower, but in the way of fit and reafonahle con- 
<f u6t. What this comprehends, is not diftinftly 
and fuUy known by creatures, formed With fuch 
narrow capacities as ouf 's : For which reafon, in 
all perplexed cafes (as to us there mufl: necefTarily 
be many) it becomes us to be modeftzxA cautious ; 
Overtaking care that wc donot rafhly determine 
ihat to be incohfiflent *with goodnefs, wifely and 
reafonably diljpe;nfed,' which^ in reality, may be 
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& good argumeiit in prr>©fof it, and woiJld 
appear fo us to be lo, tiad wc cne intire view 
bf the whole cafi\ \W all its connexions and 
dependencies, 

^ I fhoiild have now plrcceeded to look ihto 
the conftitution of nature^ and inquire whether we. 
are net therefrom led into this coriception of 
the benevoleine of the Deify :— ^But I Ihall flrft 
dilate a little upon a few dedu6tions,which feeni 
too important to be wholly pafffed over irf 
filence. 

in the firft place, it is obvious to deduce,- 
From the explanation that has been given of be- 
nevolence as a ;«^r^/ quality, a juft conception 
of the thing meant, when the Deity is Ipokeri of 
as infinitely good. There may have been, in fhe 
hiinds of f )me, indiftinft, if not v/rbhg, apprc- 
henfions of what is fignificd by this adjiinct. 
1 he applicatioh of it, if applied intelligibly, is 
hdt inteiided to fugo;elt-, that bencTolence fn- 
finite in degree is difplayed in every corrmu- 
nication df goodnefs from the Dtity. For it is 
Evident to common fcnfej that thefe commu- 
nications are various ; forhe m.anifeft goodntfs 
in one degree,- others in another ; and fo on, 
with inconceivable di\*errity. Neither Ys it to 
be fuppofed, b'ecauie God is infinitely be\evo- 
lent, that he has in faft made an infinite \dti- 
hifeftation of his goodnefs. This, perhaps, is 
irnpofllble ; and for this vciy good reafo"?!, , 
becaufe /;(/?;///>' in benevolence knov.-s no bountfs,' 
but there i*; Itill ro^.'m for more, and hi^btr 

dilplays 
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yifplays q{ it The true idea therefore of the 
epithet, infinite^ wheii applied to God as benevo- 
lent, is, as I apprehend, plainly this ; that he 
has withiii himfelf a boundlefs fource of be- 
nevolence, that he is fo benevolent, in his na- 
ture, as that, he may go oh {Eternally making 
difcoveries of his goodnefs, or, in other words, 
that this perfection of his is, ftriftly fpeaking> 
inexhauftable, not capal^le of being exerted to 
"a ns plus. It is obfervable, we do hot fay that 
&.)d is almighty, omnipotent, becaiife he has 
'exerted his power to the utmoft 5 for he may 
go on exerting it without end ; otherwife, he 
could not.be. faid to be irifinite in power; .. la 
tlie faiTie fenfe God is infinitely benevolent, feut 
then, as he is infinitely iricelligerit and wife, 
as well as benevolent, he never manifefts either 
nis power, dir goodnefs, but under the guid- 
iince of intelligent wifdom. Whatever this 
direfts to, he wills fhall be ; and whatever he 
wills Ihall be, is adtually brought into event. 
This points out the reafon^ and the true one, 
why God, though ////^//^^ powerful and bene- 
volent in Kis natui;e, is yet under a liniitafidii 
as to the difplay of thofe attributes; tie inani- 
Jcfh no more power, or goodnefs, than unerring 
wifdorii difefts to : Nor could it be othcrwife, 
Urilefs th'^fe perfections were to be mimifcfted 
blindly, and at random ; the.abfirdiry of which 
Ki to6 glaring to be fuppofed. This leads 

. To another obvious and important deduc- 
tion;! Vftudhi. isj that no communications of 

F goodnefs 
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goodnefs may reafonably be looked for frotti 
the Deity, though infinitely benevolent, hut 
fuch as fall in with what ^ifdom direfts to, a» 
fit and proper; We may pleafe ourlclves, and 
too ofr^n do, with vain ex^ieftations, taking rife 
from falfe ideas we have in our minds of infi- 
nite benevolence, as cxifiing in the breaft of 
G;.d. But it ought to be remembered/ and 
ferioufly confidered, that the fame Deity who i* 
infinitely benevolent, is alio infinitely intelli- 
jent, wife, jufl, and holy, and cannot there- 
fore, unlefs with grofs abfurdity, be fuppoftd to 
fr.anifcft his bencvc.lence in any afts of good- 
/lefs, but in hr.rmony wirU tliofe perfeftions, all 
which are equally eflential ingredients in his 
nature. Many men are apt to imagine,- that 
God is dl goodnefs, and that they may hope 
for every thing from this attribute of his,- 
without fo ir.ucJi as once thinking how unrea- 
fonable, and unfit it would be in an infinitely 
intelligent, v/ife, and juiV being to make difplays 
of his benevolence in any ir.ftances, or degreesj 
but under the guidance of wifdom, and in per- 
fect confiftency with rcftitude.- What are our 
fentimcnts of thofe good-natured, kindly afFec- 
tioned it en, who difpenfe their bounties, not 
with underfcanding and wifdcm, but in a ran- 
dom way^ without thoir.;ht or crnfideration ? 
Wc pity their weakneTs, and with they had more 
diicretirn. And Iliail we attribute that to the 
all-pcrfe6t Deity, which we efteeii\ a difgraco 
even in man ! Benevolence^ tliough infinite in 
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its foorce, or principle, muft yet be limited, re- 
trained, and governed in ^11 its manifeftations; 
by wifdom, equity, and juftice, or it niay, in 
the final refult of its operations, do more hurt, 
than good -, to be fure, it will not othcrwifc 
bring honor to the being poflfefled of it, if, at the 
fame time,, he is fuppofed to be endowed with 
intelligence and wifdom, in a fufficjent degree, 
for his direftion in the difplays of his goodnefs. 
Another deduftion ftill, highly interefting 
ftnd important, is, that intelligent moral beings 
have no ju.ft ground, from the infinite bene* 
yoleiice of God, to expeft the enjoyment of that 
happinefs they are made capable of, but in con- 
fequence of, or conneftion with, a wife anci 
virtuous ufe of their implanted powers, under 
dfuch advantages as they may he favored with, 
TThe reafbn is, becaufe God, though he has with- 
in hinifelf an infinite, never-failing fpring of 
benevolence, yet will not fufi^er it to flow from 
him, in any inftarice or degree, but under the 
guidance of wifdom that cannot err. And 
can it he thought wife or fit, that moral agents, 
whether they are virtuous or vicious, without 
regard had to their refpedtive oppofite charac- 
ters, fhould be indifcriminately .treated as fui- 
table obi e6ts of the Divine benevolence ? How 
would fach a conduit comport with the dcr 
fign of heaven in the heftawment of intellec- 
tual and moral powers ? To what purpoft 
were they given, if it was a matter of indifFe- 
rcncy, in relation to their being fit objeds of 

their 
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their Maker's kind noticcj^ how they cmployecj 
thei\i ? And how codd even thefe moral be- 
ings themlelyesji entertain in their minds, be-. 
fuming c nceptions. of the wifiiom and refti-i 
tudc of the Sypreme Creatpr .and Ruler, npra 
this plan of manifefting his benevolence ?•. 
Befides^ it may be juftly queftioned, whether- 
moral agents can be made truly happy, but by; 
^•wife and i;ight ufe of their implanted facul- 
ties. The goodnefs of God, under the direc- 
tion of wiiHoiry has given them various fa- 
culties, and placed them within reach of ob- 
jclas fitted t(i' yield them the enjoyment, they^ 
were formed capatble of ; but if they will feefc 
for happinefs in other ways, and not in this^^ 
which a good God has purpofely adapted to^ 
give it to them, how fhould they be the fub-. 
jefts of it ? It cannot be. Ther? muft. be ai^ 
agreement between faculiies and objcfts, and 
a due application alfo of thefe faculties tp their- 
refbe(9ive objects, or there can be no proper fa- 
tisfa^iion. It is indeed innpoffible there fhould 
bt, according to the prefent cimllituted way of 
enjoyment. T.h? nature therefore of intellec- 
tu:vl moral beii;gs muft be changed into, fome 
g'^cr, or trey muft^ in a rneafurej, 2(3: vp to» 
the -r chpi;? ler as pc flefliijg this nature ;. other- 
\virC3 they c?.n no mere tr^oy the happinefs, 
pr prr to this kind of beings, than rignteouf- 
n^^s can have fcUpv.fhip with inrighteoiifncfsj^ 
pr lio;ht have communion with daikiitfs." 

I 
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I have hitherto confidered this dedudion on- 
- ly in general, 21$ it refpefts all intelligent mo- 
fal beings, in ^U worlds. But it may, with 
pertiqeqcy be applied more particularly to us 
men, as containing that in it which is well 
worthy of pur moft ferious attention. We are 
formed by the God that niade us, not only with 
animal, but intelleftual and moral faculties ; 
jn which view pf our conftitution, we have 
liothjug to expeft, \n a way of favorable no- 
tice, ffom the Deity, though infinitely bene- 
yolent, but what is luited to the faculties, he 
has given us, and to be enjoyed only in con- 
neftioh with, or in confequence of, a due and 
proper ufe of them. Wzs benevolence in God 
•» a propenfity in his nature, of the inftinftive 
kind^ blindly urging him on to a gratification 
of it, it might be done at any rate : But, far 
frbn^ this, it is a c^ifpofitipn inhering in an all- 
perFeft mind, and that is infeparably conjoined 
with infinite knnv/ledo;e and wildom , and can 
fheref jre be never manifefted ad extra but with 
ireaibn^ and in confiftency with reftitude. And 
as we men are formed, not only with bodily 
appetites, but with intelleftual and moral pow- 
prs alfo, (hall it be imagined, that fuch a be- 
ing aai God is iT^ould make us the objefts of 
his benevolence, in any way but that, which fs 
fuitably adapted to the nature he has given us ? 
And if, inftead of cultivating our fuperior 
powers, and exercifing them in a due manner 
pppn their proper obje£ls, we negleft their 

improvement^ 
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improvement, or, what is much worfe, pervert 
them to the purpofes of vice and foUy, mak-r 
ing ufe of them, not to anfwer t|ic noble cnd% 
for which they were given us, but to invent an4* 
c ntrive ways for the more enlarged gratificatir 
en of our inferior inclinations : I fay, if, infteac| 
of iifting up to our rank as men, we thus de- 
grade ourfelves into the clafp of brutes, vha| 
may we reaf nably expeft^j but evili rather 
tlian good, frum even the infinitely go^id God J 
It is owing to fuch charadters as our's^ that the 
creation has been marred apd in fo great ^tnfa^ 
lure filled with diforder and confufioii« And 
jfhall that Being, who is the righteous King and 
Judge, as well as Creator of men, make thi% 
kind of perf jns the fpecial objefts of his bene-. 
volent notice ? Is it not far more reafonable^ 
and fit, and this, even, from a princple of be- 
nevolence, that he fhould recompenfe to them 
accordinqr to the evil of their doings ? As 
one exprefles it much better than I can do,— i 
♦* Kv'caufe God is fupremely good, therefore 
will he punifii the obftinately vicious s fincc to 
be indulgent to them, would be to encourage 
what muft produce the greateft mifery to the 
n^oral world. As certainly as God defires the 
welfare of his rational creatures, that is, as cer-. 
tn.iniy as he is good, he will punifh obftinate 
tranfgreflbrs, and maintain the honor of hiai 
lr,YS and government, nor fufFer tliof? to be 
trampicdupon with impunity, •ntll in picty,^Gru- 
dty,inj uflicejintcmperdnce,au J brutal debauche- 
ry. 
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ffi become uiiiverfal. No ftate of things can 
appear fo evil, as this appears, to ah infinitely 
Wile and good Parent and Governor; He will 
therefore certainly tatk^ the methods pn per t3 
prevent it. And as p jnifliing the perverie ajid 
obftinately wicked, according t:/ their demerits^ 
ind with circun-r (lances of terror, fufiicient to 
feftrain ofthers from like praftices, is a proper 
and neceffary n^eqjis t:) this end, obftinate fin- 
ftcfrs muft expeft fuch punifh.i.ents ; arid tj\ prg- 
mife thcmfelves impunity becaufe God is good, 
is to hope that God will ceafe to be good to the 
^boUi and t j the biji deferoin^i that he may b^ 
fatally indiilgent to thjfe who are not cbjedls' 
of his mercy/' He goes on, in the foILwing 
parhetic but infinitdy reafonable exhortatory 
^vtce, ^* Give up then, prefumptuous finnei^ 
all thy deceitf )1 hopes. As G d hath made thee 
rational and free, th u canil nv:)t be happy, 
but by piety and gO' dnefs, by an imitation of 
the Deity> and hi his prefcnee and favor. As 
long as thou continued wicked, thy temper in- 
capacitates thee for the Divine favor, and f r 
leal happinefs. God cannot fhew mercy to fuch 
as thee, without letting in a deluge of wicked- 
Befs^ the greateft evil conceivable, on his moral 
creation. And to punilh fuch is neceffary tothe 
urclfare of the pious and virtuous, and of all 
ytho may become holy. Repent therefore im- 
n^cdiately, and become qualified fcr mercy ; 
Dtherwife, the uncliangcable goodnefs of the 
Divine nature, inllead of promlfrng thee im- 
punity. 
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J)iinity, will infure thy dellruftioh ; which will 
be the morfe dreadful, as proceeding irom infi- 
nite goodnefs, and evidencing thy guilt to be 
fb malignant, that even infinite clemency could 
hot extend t) thee." 

It may with propriety be added herd, that the 
Supreme Being himfelf, as he is an intelligent 
moral agent in abfolute perfeftion, is ihfinitelj^ 
happy fr6m thfe delight he takes iii always chufing, 
TVilling,and doing, and with peffeft freedorn, that 
^hich isright and fit. Andas hehais madeusireii 
with intelleftual and moral powers, aft^f the fin ili* 
tude cf his owh, though in a low degree, he has 
jilanted a Capacity in our nature of being hap-. 
py with the like kind of happinefs, hfe himfelf 
exifts in the enjoymfent of. But thien it Ib'ould 
be remembered, we nluft be the fubjefts cf this 
happinefs in the fame way that he is, that is| 
by a wife and fit life of our rational and mriral 
faculties; iDr, in other words, by fo governing 
ourcleftions, volitions, and confequent afliohs^ 
a^ that they may be conformed, as neaily as may 
be, to the eternal rule of right; This is the^ 
way, and the only onb, in which we can at- 
ttiin to the happinefs that is fuitcd to the na- 
ture, of fuch beings as we are. Eenignitv of 
heart, probity of mind, cbnfcioiis integrity^ 
felf-approbation, and a good hope of the appro- 
bation of our Maker, evidenced to us bv an 
habitual, fteady couric of freely chufing and 
pi'aftifingthe things that are cornel)', Mtilt, pure, 
lovely, and of good report/ are the true 

lbL't"ce 
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fource of the iporal happinefs we are /ormed 
capable of. We may">in conl'equcnce of the im- 
p'irfcfti m that is natural to us as creatures, front 
free choice, aft below our charafter as men ; 
V/^lkiii^ in inipiety, fenfuality, unrighteoufnefs> 
' deceit, malignity, arid the like vicious ways : 
3ut, inftead of being adapted to yield us real, 
folid fatisfaftion, they powerfully tend to make 
PS miferable ; and rnifery will be the refult of 
Tii^h a walk, according to the conftitutit^n of 
liatare, unlefs c.>ujntera6ted by the Deityjwhichj 
to expeft^ would be the vaineft thing in the 
w>rll. Yea, it fBi)uld feen impoflible, thac 
a raciinal moral being fhould be happy, whofe 
choice, and confequent praftice, are a contra- 
iiiftion to* his reafon, and a, violation of the rule 
of right. It would be a fubverlion of that or- 
der, which is the eftablifhment of a good God,- 
£hat did happinefs proper to an intelligent na- 
ture might, in this Way, be attained to. If we 
" "^ould be happy, as beings of our rank in the 
fcale of exiftence, we muit al5t up to our charac- 
ter, and n )t as if we had no underftanding, and 
there wefe ino difference between us and the 
beall that perifhs. The blefled God himfelf, as 
an intelligent, moral being, is mo'-ally happy, and 
d:3nri;)letely fo : But how ? By invariably chuf- 
' i:\r^ ail afling, fo as to approve hinrifelf per- 
fjl:l/ holy, Jul, faithful, and good, both in 
'th* iii:^r.iil diOoidon of. his mifid, and in all 
th? niiiifclirlons h^ makes of ]:v'rSt\{ to his 
ic^jLZdi^i. We are made cap.iUld <»f the like 

Q )dnd 
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kind of happinefs : But how fhall we beccmil; 
the percipients of it ? By an imitation of Gcd 
in benignity of tennper and condufl", in purity^ 
in righteoufnefs, in charity, and in every thing 
that is amiable, and worthy of efteem. • In 
this way God is happy ; and in this way we 
may be happy alfo : but in no Other; If, ac-^ 
cording to our meafure^ we are perfe6l as God 
is perfeft, holy as he is holy, juft and true as 
he is, we may depend we (hall never fail of 
being as happy, with a God-like happinefs, as 
our nature will allow of. In this way, he has 
judged it wife and fir to make us happy ; nor' 
has he given us the leaft reafon to expert he' 
will do it in any other, or to imagine it pof- 
fible he fhould, in confiftency with wildcni 
and reftitude. 
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PART II. 

froving^ that the Bsity isfupremely and ferfeElly- 
benevolent y in thejenje that gocdnefsy as a moral 
quality y has been explained to belong to him. 

SOME have endeavoured to prove, by meta-- 
phylical reafoaing, that the Deity is perfeft- 
4y and infinitely benevolent. And I fee not, I 
muft confeis, but tl\at may be offered in this 
way of reaf )ning which is ftriftly conclufive. 
"VVc may be as fure, from the exercife of that 
power of difcerniTjent we are naturally endowed 
with, of the. perfect benevoleace of the Divine 
Being, as of his ^xin ence, or of any of the per- 
fefli )n3 we conned with it. The- fame intel- 
leflual p >Wv.T that alTures us there muft be aa 
eternal felf-exiftent Deity, affivres us alfo, and 
in the fame way, tTiat he mnft be poflefled, not 
of this or that perfection only, but of every 
perfefti n. For, having always exifted with- 
out any exterior caufc; to limit his cxiftence, ei- 
ther as to its nature, manner^ or properties, 
there is, and inuft bei. precifely the fame rea- 
fon tj fuppjfe him the fubjeft of all perf-fti- 
ons, as of an,y ane in particular. Benevolence, 
th:;ref)re, fupr^nely perfeil benevolence* i& 
ap juHly applicabl-e t-O him as immeniity, ipi- 
ritjdity, omalpotence, or any of the Divine- 
attribjtes, t*) which the epithet, natural, is. 
Qji^ijpnl/ applied, t3 diftinguilh them from 

thofe. 
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thofe th^t are called moral : Not that thcf§ 
terms of diftindVi m imp- rt any diffifrence be- 
tween the ptrfedions cf God, in regard of ihei^ 
neceflary co-eternal exiftence in the Divine. 
Nkure. They are rather intended to pcint- 
out a difference in their kind only. The iftf- 
tural perfeftion| of Gcid are cf ctie J^rt \ \\\% 
moral cncs of amtber. The formicr are, in thti^' 
very nature, different from the latter ; vpcn 
v^hich account they have been, as they r^2lcn- 
ably might be, diftingtifhed by dificient ad* 
junfls. But they arc all, without difcriiTninatipn, 
natural properties. The Deity eternally exifteci 
in polTeiTion qi tht?m j and th^y ar^ effential 
to his very being, and equally fp : Infomuch 
that he cannot be fuppofed to ^xift \yitl} th<? 
excepti(;n c f one, aiiy more than all ( f them. I^ 
may v/i:h ?s much reafon and truth be affirm- 
ed (.f liiirij that he is by nature holy, juft, and 
good, as that he is aln-ighty, immenfe, om- 
jiipotent ; and that he always was lb, and al- 
wiys will be {(^^ and that it is impoflible he. 
ihojld exiO othcrwife. 

fcvr, as this method of arguing may ap- 
rcc^r to feme abllrufe, and not fo well adapted 
to carry conviftion with it, I fhall leave it, and 
go en to another that is more eafy and faniiliar, 
jind, it may be, at the fame time, njorc 
Icrikingly conclufivc. 

By the things that are made, the eternal pow- 
er and Godhead of the Great' r may be, and 
ar^, clearly perceived by duly attentive minds ^ 

and 
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and the fame, may be fiiid, and with equal 
truth, of his all-pcrfeft benevolence. Do we 
attribute almighty power to God, from the cf- 
^e£ts of power he has produced ? A^^d fliall we 
not conceive of him as perfeftly. berievolent, 
irom the effe'fts of his gpodnefs we eve^y where . 
fee in our world, and in all parts of the uni- 
verfe. we have any knowledge of ? . How num- 
Iperlds arcL the creatures he has formed with 
capacities of enjoyment ? How amazingly va- 
rious are tl^^efe capacities ? What abundant pro- 
vifjon has he made for filling them with the 
good that is fuitcd to^th^ir refpeftive natures ? 
And how imnxenfe is the. qu,antu(n of good en- 
joyed by them ^11, cojifidered in one coUedtive. 
view ? Every, creature we caft our eyes upon, 
difcovering pleafure in its exiftencc, from the 
good it is made capable of enjoying, and aftu- 
ally does enjoy, is, at once, both an inftance, 
and proof, of the Divine benevdlence. How 
' inconceivably is thi§ evidence increafed in, 
its flrength, when fuch multitudes of beings in 
the creation of God, the number of which na 
rnan can count, have been, through a long 
iucceflion of ag^s, and ftill are, the percipi- 
ents of his bountiful care, and munificent good- 
nefs I Can anyone, in th? fober exercife of his 
tihderftanding, queftion, v/hether this is a clear 
proof of. benevolence in the Deity ? Efpecial- 
|y, when there has been tlie difplay of fuch 

, aftonifhing Ikill and contrivance in the formati- 
^IV of faculties, and the making and placing 
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pbjefts within the reach of them, fo admirably 
fiiited to yield them delight, and inwaysan4 
ilegrees beyond conception various. Who cai\ 
help, in this view of tl-ings, breaking forth in^ 
f cnt fuch words of admiration a^ thofe of pious 
David, ^^ Thcu, J^ord, art good, and deft 
gcod ! Thy tender nercies are ever all thq. 
works of thy hands !" 

But, as it is a matter of no fmall impo rtahcCj^ 
that we entertain in our minds lively concepti-*. 
ons of the benevolence c f the Deity, I fhall be. 
particular anddiflinft in mentioning fome of^ 
thofe efte<3"a of it, y.hich a'.\ift, unlefs we are 
greatly faulty in the ufe of our intelleftual, 
powers, oblige us 10 confefs, that God isgood^ 
fiipremely and perfedbly good. 

Only, before I enter upon this argument, and^ 
in order to clear the way to it J defire the follow- 
ing remarks may he pr( vioufy well confldered. 

Th^firjf .?y That this fyfteoi of our's is not . 
to be ron^:r'' u .: y;;r-^, and by itfelfj when we 
are argv t: ?bouL .he benevolence of the Deity. 
And {<: -ci.is j^l'iin reafon, brcaufe there are 
other frfien ? ^ i eings, to whom G^^has m?de 
maniieftti'i nj>r^his goodnefs. If we may de-.. 
pend u!on ho hihle^ as a facred book, there 
ar^ xrt^i' ■ ^v/vr beings, capable of happi- 
ness, JJ . .' ctual pofleffiun of it, befides th'jfe. 
v/h: .!. ^ivvcii on this earth. N?y> more than 
th5:. . -^i.: :apacities for happinefs are mucb^ 
hr^er ' /-.n the capacities of any of the beings 
bel .^irg "o this fyileaii and they aftually en-» 

joy 
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joy it, in a muth higher degree. But if any 
Ihould efteem this a c.^nfideration of little 
weight, I wjuld add, there are f > many globes 
vifible to our fight, equally capable, with this 
globe we live upon, of containing inhabitants^ 
furnilhed with lehtinfients of happinefs, and 
rfieans of obtaining it, that it is, without all 
doubt, the truth of /?^, that they are filled 
with fuch inhabitants. With refpeft* to our 
fearth, we certainly know, that it has relation 
tx> life and eiyoymeni. It is indeed fo conftituted 
as to fupport in being and happinefs innumera* ' 
ble animated creatures of various kinds. And 
whyfliould the other gl>bes, revolving in the 
lame heavens, be 1 )oked upon as meer dead mat-* 
ier ? "We have infinitely greater reafon, from 
what we fee to htfaSi^ in our own gl' be> to fup-* 
pofe that they alf are fo formed as to be f rb- 
fervienr to the prefervatirn of nuniberlefs ptrcei^ 
^ing beings, irt the h >nor of the Creator's mu- 
• hificence. The all-powerful, and infinitely wife, 
God could as eafily have m. delled the c the? 
globes to the pufpofes of maincaining life^ and 
fendering it comfortable, and happy, to milli- 
ons of creat'jres, as he has done this : And the 
thought that he hasa^^uallyfo o.ade and contrived 
the other globes, in the heavens, is perfedly 
ariilog.>»is to what we behoild of his goodnels,? 
with refpeft tj our own fyftem : It is indeed 
the moft obvious and natural inference, from 
the Cinfideradon r.f him as a benevoient, as well 
85 p'jwcfful and wife Being, 

If 
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If now we are naturally led, from known ap^ 
j^ara}ices, to argue, that there are olber beingi 
befides thofe on this ^ube { and that this globei 
With all the animate and intelligent beings dwel- 
ling on iti is only vfre of the fyftems that 
has been produced by the iilfihitely benevolent 
caufe of all things, th? confequence is plains 
viz. that this world Qfolir's ought to be con- 
fiderecj as only 3, pari o( iomt great whole y iabout 
which the i^nevolence of the Deity is employed;^ 
And in this view of the cafe, xht^ftcH HJcovery of 
benevolence is not to be lo ked for> in our fyf- 
tem finely and feparateh/y but in them all colle'c-- 
iively confidered* And it would be injuriout 
to the Deityy to cbmplain c^f him for want of 
ffoodnefs, meerly becauie the manifeftation of 
It to b\^T particular fyftem, confideredyf»g'/v, and 
apart from the refiy is not io great as we may ima- 
gine it could be. It is no argument that the 
i^eity is not dbfoluiely goodi becaufe the greateji 
tommunitabie good is not to he found in our world; 
Was our world indeed the ouly one in which 
there were perceiving beings, and we kne^ 
this to be faSly the arg^iment might then carry 
weight with it. For, if the Beity was abj* 'hire- 
ly and perfe^Iy good, our w^rld, in this cafe, 
would be the pfoof t»f it, confidered /imply in 
it-Jelf. But if there are ether fyftems, they mijft 
be -taken care of, and provided f r, as well as 
our's : Andn*) morehappinels is required forour • 
fyftem, even from infinitely perfect benevt lence^ 
than is proper for a part of fome great whole. 

And 



And it is enough to illuftrate the real he^^ 
ing of an dbjohuty perfeSi principle of bene*' ' 
Volence, if the difplays of it towards our worid^' 
one of the conftitucnt parts of this wh Icj afe 
fclearly difcerned to c )ntain as much good as can 
reafonably be Ibpp )fed to fall to our /hare 

\Jecond remark though not very foreign fronii 
the fornierj is, that, in arguing c Dncerning; thd 
ly^vine Benetolencey we ought not to onfider its 
ii/piays as they afFefl indhidaal beings on^, but as 
they relate t6 the particular Jyfiem of which they 
arc parts. For, as all particular Jyfitflis ^re, prO'- 
bably, rj^lat^d to fome univerjai bne, and, pro- 
perly fpeaking, are fo rriany parts conftituting * 
this great whoUy de(igned, by thd Bettys for the 
Jidl manifeftatim of his infinitely perfeSi bene- 
volence : in like manner, the feveral beings^ 
in any particular fyftem, are the parts confHtu- 
ting that a particular whole : Arid the Divine 
beneyolence therefore, is to be eftirhated fronfl 
its amount to this wboie^ and not its dpnftitu- 
tnt pdrtSy feparately confidered. Thefe^ it i$ 
irue, miift partake of good i but then, the good 
jb jked for ought to be no Other than is pro- 
ffer to partSy bearing fuch a relation to fgch 
i whole. 

To be fiire, the only fair way of judging of* 
the Divine benevolence, with refpeffe to our 
Vorld, is to confider it, iiot as difplaycd to 
Jeparate. individuals y but to the wboltfyfi^y and 
to tbefe as its conftit'ient parts. For it is true 
in fail, that the Deity originally made, and 

H cunftandf 
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cpnftantly governs, all the various kinds of bc-V 
ingS) on this earthi and all the individuals iit 
each of thcfe kinds^ with a relative view. He 
coniiders them not fimply as fo many kinds of 
beings, much lefs as fo vn tiny Jingle individuals^ ' 
biit as parts conftituting fuch a particular Jyf^ 
tm in the univerfe; We therciorc find, that 
the individuals in every kind are wifely and va- 
rioufly related to each other ; and not only fo^ 
but the kinds themfelves are, in like manner^ 
tclated to one another, fo 2:s to be parts pro^ 
perly fitted to fill up this Jyftem^ and confti- 
tute it a good particular whole. And, accord- 
ingly, our ideas of the Creator, as benevolenti 
arc to be fetched from die difcoveries he has 
made of gpcdnefs to -the fyftem made up of 
thefe parts f and not to any of the parts as de- 
tached from the fyitem to which they are re-' 
lated. And, in this way of judging of the in- 
finitely benev.. lent Deity y no more good is td 
be expelled from him, with refpedt to any Jpe- 
cies of beings, or any individuals in thefe Ijpe- 
eies, than is reafonably confiflent with the^ good 
of the whole Jyfieniy cf which they are parts. 
And, if there appears to be the manifeftation ~ 
t)i Jo much goodnefs towards them as might 
reafonably be expefted for Jueh parts^ bearing 
f.ich a relation to ^igcpdwhcle^ it is all the goc d-» 
nefs that can be expefted from benevolencey 
t\\o.)gh infinite y if, at the fame time, it is wife 
and rcaJonaUci 

• -* ^. - •* * ■ *. 
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It will probably be Aiid here, infinite benevo^ 

fence is n 1 1 > be reflrajned, by conjiitutipns an4 

fyftimsy from doing all the good it poflibly can 

to every individual capable f^sbjeft pf happi- 

jfielX i and that the m^. good, ought tp be pro:^ 

ducedj, though it Ihould be by Jingk unrelated 

i£bs of benevolence. Ta which the anfwer is* 

that infinite benevol^n(;e will 4^ ^11 the good it can ^\ 

But for any to fuppofe, that it nnay do mor^ 

goody ^uppii the '^hohy hjY fingfe unconneSed dif-i 

plays^ than by relative ones, is only talking ii^ 

the dark. For who can fo much as guefs at tha 

refult'O^ U\c\\unconftfiSled difplays of g^odnefs ? 

Jt m.^y bci in the nature of things, for au^i< 

any man living, knows to, the contraryi impojr 

fiblfi that^lb ix>uch happiuefs (hpuld be c^mtpu-? 

nicated in this way^ as ms^y Ije communicated 

in the ¥(ray of afting tlvit, in faftj^ takes, place. 

^d ?s the JPfiity hasi thought fit to difplay hi^ 

goodnefs, not by unrelated afts, but fuch as arc 

cpnneSled with f jmp general fdan^ conftitufiny oi; 

^ifienk^ this ought to be prefumcd to, be thtfittejl 

j^^ad m^fi^ effeSliid method for the commuaica* 

li n j( the greateji goody unlefs it can b^. fully 

oxiA clearly proved, that it is nqt : And,till then^ 

}f we w.>uld judge fairly and i^npartially of thp 

Divine Benevolence, we muft f>rm^ Ok.t fenti^ 

^^ntSjofit, not fro n) its^difplay t) individuals 

^ngly xonfideredy Ijut to xjxt^ JyJlems.o{ yAvich they 

are,p?/^f i, lookipg^f^r no more g>odt > the in^ 

4l|fW4i^/i thaa is confiftent yitjh the place tKi^ 

kp;^if) the confticution of the whole. 

Another^ 
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Another rcn-ark is, That wc mi ft not judges 
if the i^efi^volence of the D«'(y mcerly frcm iEq 
4Sual good we fee produced^ but fhoild like-. 
V'ife take into confideration the tendency of 
thcfe general law's conf rmably to which it ii 
prod- ced. The reafon is, beca'.^fc the tendcnrp. 
ef thefe l^ms may be obftruHedy and lefs good ac^ 
iually take flace^ than they ai^ naturally fitted W 
|:roduce : In which cafcj it is no argument oF 
want of goodnefs in the Deity that no more gooi 
V as c- mniunicated j though it n ay be oifolhjfy 
in the creatures. 

This I look upon to be the moft important 
remark deftrrving prcvi us confidcration> iid. 
the prefent debate ; and fliall therefi re be par- 
ticular in explaining myfclf upon, lU In or*. 
4er whereto let it be obferved, . 

It is, in faft, true, that the Deity does not 
comm-nicate either being cr happihefs tn his 
creatures, at leaft- on this earth, by an immedt* 
ate atSt « f p. wer, but by conciirring with aii' 
ejiablijhed C'urfe of nature. What I nean is» he- 
brings creatures into exiftence, and mak^s theni- 
happy, by the int^-venticn cfjeccna caujes-j^ Qpc* 
rating, Vinder his direftion and influence, iii\ 
\fidteay regular yUnifcrm n-anner. They' are alt^ 
brought into being, ard preicrved in beings, 
in thi§ way : And not only fo, but all the 
happinefs they attain to the enjoyment- of, iS|^. 
in like nrianner, dependent on general tawij^ 
^hofe operation die ^city tiocs not coui>r 
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fer-aft, but ccmcurs with, in order tb jpm* 
duce this efFeft. This is univerfally true of all 
the animate kinds on the earth : And it is par- 
ticularly true of men^ it s only inhabitants that 
.are endowed with rational and moral powers. 
They are brought into cxiftence according ta 
^fettled uniform courfe of nature \ And their cx- 
iftence, which, at firft, is nothing rriore than 
a variegated capacity for happinefsy is upheld by 
J^ated la-'Ms j and it is by Jlated laws ftill that 
this capacity, agreeably ta its diverje nature, 
is opened and expanded, and gradually fitted 
for the happinefs. that is proper to it. 

Thefe are all unqucftionahle fails. And 
^he confeqience from the:Ti is another fall aft 
indifputable, viz. that le/s gf.odmzy be produ- 
ced by the operation of thefe caufes, than they w- 
^ally tend to. produce, and aftually would pro- 
duce, if they were iiotobftrufted in their ope- 
ration.. To illuilrate my meaning by an exam- 
ple. It is by the intervention of ourjelves^ in a 
^reat nieafore, that we come to the enjoyment 
l©f that happinefs oitr implanted capacities tend to^ 
The g."/od we are originally formed for is put 
yerjr much into nwr own power \ infomuch tn^ 
We are more or lejs happy, in confequence off 
'oAr own conduct. This is one of the general 
fawSi according to which the Deity operates in 
%hc communicati:)n of good. And it fo uni- 
Verfally takes place, that he does not fo much 
jl? ujApld us in being, cxclufivcly of our owi 

care 
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§an ia providing, and ufing, that (uftekiancey 
wiiiho t which, according to another law of 
nature, we cannot be preferycd in life. Nei- 
ther does he open and enlarge our inipl^i^tecjl 
faculties, or fUl therp with the good that if 
faited co therp, but with the concurrence of 
-€urfelves : inforaiich that the increafe^ efpcci-, 
ally^ of o:^r menial Bsii moral capacities^ is 1q far 
put into, our own power, that it isji in a great 
meafure, dependent oa oHr/elves^ whethey they 
attain tp any confidei;able degrees either of^er^ 
J^eSlhn^ or hafpnejs. And it is true, in expc-.^ 
rience, that a great part of mankind dp noij 
arrive to that extent ^ either of ferfeSlion or baf^ 
1^/^5/i, their original capacities would have allowy 
ed of, aad thpy nn.ight have attained to, had 
they more wifely fallen, in vith the. tendency, o( 
that general law, which makes their ferfeSion ' 
and happinejs fo much dependent on themfelvesj^ 
They do not ule their owa powers, in ordjcr to 
their own gopd, aa they might do. j and fo conrc- 
Jhort of that degree of good, this general law tenr 
irf(?ii/ to produce, and would aftually have pro* 
duced, had it not been their own fault. It is 
therefore owing toihemfelveiy and not to. the JDeif 
ty^ t;hat they do not partake pf good,^ in largely 
meafyres : ^nd it would be a wrong to hi^; 
infnite beneyolence to. judgq of it xneerly froni the. 
good they actually enjoy^ \y;ithpu,t taking^^ into 
confideration the tendency of thiSy among- the 
other generallaws by whicii he operates in difj 
playing his goodhefs. ^ * * 

It 
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It will poflibly be faid here, infinite benevo-^ 
knee cannot be confined to general lawsy in thd ' 
tommunication of good : Or if general lawal* 
^re expedient, it tnay reafonably be expefted, 
that a pcrfcftly bfencvolent being Ihould inter-* 
pofey as occafions may make it neceffary, to 
prerent that mifchief which might take place, 
if general lam were fteadily and rigidly ad- 
hered tOi ' 

As to tha firft part of this objeftion, that 

ihfinite N benevolence is not to be retrained, in 

its exertions, within the limits of general laws ; 

it is more than we* can preliend to affirm, upon 

ahy othei* f >ot than that of meer conjeftiire. 

For notwithftanding all that We can prove td : 

the contrary, the method ( f communicating 

good by' general laws iriay be the fittejl : And 

the Deity^ who is perfeclly^ acquainted with all 

the methods in which it is pofllble, that good 

ikould be communicated, might fee it to be 

the fitteji ; and, for that reafon, feieft it from 

all others, as the only one in which he was de- 

tefittinei to manifeft- his infinite benevolence. And 

trideed, we ourfelves, weik as we aie, can dif* 

Corn this to be xhi fi'tejl and heft method wc 

are able to conceive of. For it is the alone 

foundation of all our rational exertions, whether" 

rf body or mind, feparate from which they 

woiild be, in a manner, ufelefs, as they could 

hSt be*direfted to any end. Did the Deity ob- 

kfvtrio ruhj^o crder^ no fiated courfey in his com- 

(nuni^apons, what ihould we be able to make ' 

"' ■* of 
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offixch a method oFconduft ? What beauty (of 
harmony could we dilcover in it ? What rulen 
c^uld we form from it to govern our own 
purfuitB ? Appearances that do not refult front 
tfiaHiJhedlaws^ operating in ?ijlutedy uniform wayir 
are abfolutely unintelligible. For being, by 
fupppfition, Jingle, JeparatCy indepmdent cffeds, 
nothing could be argued from them t They. 
Could not be ranged in ordevy {o as to fcrve any 
valuable purppfe ; but muft be perceived by 
every irltelligent mind as zloofej rukfy unconneS^ 
heap of irregularity and contufion. Thofe ap- 
pearances only> which take place in a uni/arf^ 
w^y, a:ccotding to eftablijkea laws, are capable 
of being reduced to a certain rule, and fo as to, 
lay a proper foundation^ either for fciehce of 
fqr^glt : Nor do any < ther fcem to become the 
iRafd(jm of an itijinitefy intelligerJ agent. 

Inconveniences y it is true, may arife from thifc 
method of adling by general laws^ in a Jiqtd 
way, And> perhaps, it is impoflible, in the 
nature of things, that general laws Ihould be fo. 
framed as abfo lately to prevent all irregularis^ 
But may n< t the fame be faid^ cf any othet 
method of condiift that could be pitched uponi 
with equal truth ? And f r aught we can fay 
to the contraiyi there may be lefs danger of 
irreg' ilarities in tbisy than any other method 
whatfoever ; at leaft, of irregularities that can^ 
n t be reftified in tht final j^^ of things, fo (vt 
as it can be doae in confille^icy with^^ifdom. and 
jc^itude. 
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li^he other branch of the .bjeftion is, that, i^ 

fenerailaws (h uid be thought expediciit, it may 
, owdver be expeftedj that an infinitely benevoleni 
t)eing would inUrpo^, as occalion required, to 
.prevent the mifchiet which would otherwife take 
J>lace. In jreply whereto, it maybe obferved, tho* 
inconveniences will probably atiltj fhr the frefent, 
when general laws are ftatedly kept t^j yet it may 
ht poffibUy as has beenjult hinted, that thefe in« 
xonvcniences may be "remedied^ fo far as it can 
Be wifely done, in the final refult of their ope- 
ration : AAd if i^ there can be no abf Jute 
need that they fhould, by interpafitionsy be pre- 
\cnted for the prefent. But was this impqffible^ 
who knows what woiild be the confequencc 
of thefe defired interpofitions ? It is certain they 
would entirely ^//^r the prefent method ofcom- 
txiuhicating g^od : And will any man take up- 
on him CO determine, that good upon ibe wholes 
and not evil^ would be the refult of fuch.an 
alteration ? Poffibly this method of coitimuni- 
tating good by general laws, uniformly adhered 
io, is, in the nature of things, a bettef adapted 
oiie to produce the greate/i goody than the other 
ttiethod by interpofitions continually repeated. It is 
tfu^, if by interpofitions no other efFeft Would 
fuUow than the prevention of the mifchicf they 
are introduced f /r,they might well be defired : 
.And i fee not indeed but they might reaf^na- 
bly be expefitcd from an infinitely benev(;lent 
.being. But it is certainj they would be fol- 
lowed with ether eife<fl:s > and X may add, bad 

JL ones 
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ones too, which might be more than a |?i- 
lance for the good it is intended they fliould 
produce. As thus : — They would render aU 
foreftght abfolutely uncertain, and, m no mea- 
fure, to be depended on ; they would put z 
final bar in the way of men's aSrvity and in^ 
tfuftryy in the ufc of their various powers, whe- 
ther bodilyi or mental ; and, in (hort, they 
would totally deflroy the whole bufinefs of life^ 
which is carried on ,upon this fuppofuionj that 
Ibch and fuch aftjons will be followed witJt 
fuch and Ach ccnfequences, in virtue of thofc 
ejlablifked laws, which uniformly take place in the 
world. No one indeed can fo much as conjee-^ 
ture what thefe interpofiticns would finally iflli 
in. If they did feme good, they might poffi — 
bly do vn^xQ hurt. And for aught we khoii^^ 
they might, up li the whole, counter-aft tl^^ 
very end for which they w^^^ introduced : Thsi.t 
is to fay, they n:ight be the ocGafiori of an ovear- 
balance odnifchief. And if fo, lo the Deity,* 
not interpcfingy in the manner pleaded for, is an 
initance of gjiodnefsy and not an argument in 
proof of the 'za^^/ of it!- 

The great thing more particularly aimed at, 
by thefe interfcfiticm, is, the prevention o(mo- j 
ral evil i which has done fo' much hurt in thd' 
world. And could the Deity y in this way, hav6 
prevented the abufe of moral powers, without 
bringing on, at the fame time^ other confe- 
q.nences, as truly fatal to the happinefs of tKi(h 
ral a^ents^ he would^ no doubt,, have done itV 

And 
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And his. not doing it ought to be looked upon 
d^$ a ftrong prefurriptive argument, that he could 
pot, without the fO;llowing of thefe bad effcfts j 
bnlefs it can be clearly Ihpwn, that no fuch ef- 
fe£ts would have followed thereupon. The en- 
trance (tt wickednefs into the world, it is readily 
ownedj^ has dme vaft mi/chief : But will any man 
undertake to prove, that lefs mijchief would have 
been done, if this had been prevented by the 
interpoj^tionS: pleaded for ? Pofiibly,^ no. interpo^ 
^ttons^ bot fuch over-bearing ones as would have 
deftroyed moral agency^ would have certainly and 
abfolutely prevented moral evil : And thedeilruc- 
tion. o^: moral agency would, I will venture to 
' lay, have at once deftroyed the true and only 
foundation, on which the great efi^ and mefi 
valuable part of the happine;fs, that is commu- 
nicable from- the Deity, is built 3 as any intel-^ 
ligent reader will eafily perceive, by purfuing 
thp thought in his own mind, and as we may^ 
Jj^ave occafion largely topurfue it hereafter. 
. It appears then, upon the whole,, that we 
have no juftreafon for complaint, that the Dei- 
ty. comm;jni(:ates good by general laws^ whofc 
operation hp does not counter-aft, but con- 
curs with, in a regular unifbrn^ courfe. The 
main queftion therefore, in the prefent argu- 
jnent, is, whether tbo/i? laws are as good as it 
ijfiight reafonably be expefted they (hould be, 
if eftablilhed by a ferfeSlly benevolent being ? 
Aod this muft be determined (the other previa 
<Uis r^^ks having had their due weight) by 

• the 
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ones too, which might be more than a j)a[- 
lance for the good it is intended they fhouldf 
produce. As thus : — They would render aU 
forejight abfolutely uncertain, and, m no mea- 
fure, to be depended on ; they would put a 
final bar in the way of men's aliiviiy and in- 
tfuftryy in the ufe of their various powers, whe- 
ther bodilyi or mental ; and, in (hort, they 
would totally deflroy the whole huftn^s of lifii 
which is carried on ,upon this fuppofuionj that 
Ibch and fuch aftions will be followed with 
fuch and jRch ccnfequences, in virtue of thofc 
ejlablijked lawSy which uniformly take place in the 
world. No one indeed can fo much as conjec- 
ture what thefe interpofiticns would finally ]S\^t 
in. If they did feme good, they might poffif 
bly do m*^^re hurt. And for aught we know/ 
they might, up h the whole, counter-aft the 
very end for which they w^^^ introduced : Thai 
is to fay, they rright be the occafion of an over- 
balance ofmifchief And if fo, lo the Deity,s 
not interpcfingj in the manner pleaded for, is an 
inilance of gjiodjtefs^ and not an argument iii 
proof of the want of it!- 

The great thing more particularly aimed at, 
by thefe interfcfiticftSy is, the prevention of 0^- 
ral evil y which has done fo much hurt in the* 
world. And could the Deity ^ in this way, hav6 
prevented the ahufe of moral pcw&Sy without 
bringing on, at the fame time^ other confe- 
q.nences, as truly fatal to the hafpinefs of m(h 
ral ag^ntSy he would, no doubt,, have done itV 

And 
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And his not doing it ought to be looked upon 
$$ a ftrong prefuniptive argument, that he could 
pot, without the ft;llowing of thefe bad effcfts ; 
onlefs it can be clearly Ihpwn, that no fuch ef- 
fe£ts would have follow:cd thereiipon. The en- 
trance of^ wickedne/s into the world, it is readily 
ownedj^ has d me vaft mi/chief : But will any man 
undertake to prove, that lefs mijchief would have 
been done, if this had been prevented by the 
tnterpoj^tions: pleaded for ? Pofiibly,^ no. interpo^ 
^tions^ bpt fuch over-bearing ones as would have 
deftroyed moral agency^ would have certainly and 
abfolutely prevented moral evil : And thedeitruc- 
rion o^: moral agency would, I will venture to 
' lay, have at once deftroyed the true and only 
foundation, on which the greateft' and mejl 
valuable part of the happine;fs, that is commu- 
nicable from- the Deity, is built 3 as any intel^ 
ligent reader will eafily perceive, by purfuing 
thp thought in his own mind, and as we may^ 
Jj^ave occafion largely to purfue it hereafter. 
. It appears then, upon the whole,, that we 
have no juft reafon for complaint, that the D^/- 
^ co!nm;jnipates good by general laws^ whofc 
operation hp d?3es not counter-aft, but con- 
curs with, in a regular unifbrm^ courfe. The 
main que^ion therefore, in the prefent argu- 
l«ent, is, whether thojelaws are- as good zs ic 
jpight reafonably be expefted they (hould be. 
If eftablilhed by a per/effly benevolent being ? 
Aod this muft be determined (the other previa 
<itas r^^rks having had their due weight) by 

the 
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ones too, which might be more than a l^^^ 
lance for the good it is intended they fliould 
produce. As thus : — They would render aU 
forefight abfolutely uncertain, and, m no mea- 
fure, to be depended on ; they would put a 
final bar in the way of men's aSivity and i»- 
^tiftrfy in the ufe cf their various powers, whe- 
ther bodilyi or mental ; and, in Qiort, they 
would totally deilroy the icbcle hufi}iefs cf life^ 
which is carried on ,upon this fuppofiiionj that 
I'uch and fuch aftions will be followed with 
fuch andf.ch c«.nfequences, in virtue cf thofc 
ejiablifked laws, which unifcnrtly take place in the 
w ^rld. No cne indeed can fo much as conjec- 
ture what thefe interfcfiticns would finally iffue 
in. If they did fomegord, they might poffif 
bly do m' re hurt. And for aught we know/ 
they might, up li the whcle, couhter-a6t the 
very end for which they were introduced : Thai 
is to fay, they n-ight be the occafion of an over- 
balance o{ mi/chief. And if fo, fo the Deity,* 
not interpcfingj in the manner pleaded for, is an 
inflance of gjoodnefs-^ and not an argument iii 
proof cf the "djant of it!- 

The great thing more particularly aimed at, 
by thefe interfcfiticnSy is, the prevention of «?6- 
ral evil y which has done fo much hurt in thd* 
world. And could the Deity ^ in this way, hav6 
prevented the abufe of moral pcw&s^ without 
bringing on, at the fame time^ other confc- 
quences, as truly fatal to the hafpnefs of 1M^ 
ral ng^eitts, he would, no doubt,, have done itV 

And 
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And his. not doing it ought to be looked upon 
4$ a ftrong prefunriptive argunnent, that he could 
pot, without the fallowing of thefe bad effcfts ; 
onlefs it can be clearly Ihpwn, that no fuch ef- 
fe£b would have follow:ed thereiipon. The en- 
trance of^ wickedne/s into the world, it is readily 
ownedj^ has d me vaft mi/chief : But will any man 
undertake to proye, that/^ mifehiefyfo\j\d, have 
been done, if this had been prevented by the 
* interpoj^tions: pleaded for ? Pofiibly,^ no. interpo^ 
JftionSy b,ot fuch over-hearing ones as would have 
deftroyed moral agency^ would have certainly and 
abfolutely prevented moral evil : And thedeitruc- 
tioa o^: moral agency would, I will venture to 
' lay, have at once deftroyed the true and only 
foundation, on which the greatefi^ and mofi 
valuable part of the happine;fs, that is commu- 
nicable from- the Deity, is built y as any intel-^ 
ligent reader will eafily perceive, by purfuing 
thp thought in his own mind, and as we may^ 
bave occafion largely to purfue it hereafter^ 
, It appears then, upon the whole,, that we 
have no juft reafon for complaint, that the D^/- 
ty. comm.unicates good by general laws^ whofc 
operation hp does not counter-aft, but con- 
ifurs with, in a regular unifbrm^ courfe. The 
main queftion therefore, in the prefent argu- 
inent, is, whether tbo/i^ laws are- as good as it 
'ijfiight reafonably be expefted they (hould be. 
If eftablilhcd by a per/effly benevolent being ? 
Aod this muft be determined (the other previa 
<iUis remarks having had their due weight) by 
': * the 
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the tendency^ of die laws themfelvestothc ppo-^ 
duAioa of good]^ as well as by the good that ia^ 
^3ually produced by them. Thcfe fliould ba 
confidered pot Jtnglyy but in one conjunct view; 
The good aliually produced, ought to cotno . 
into con(ideration> becaufe it cannot well be 
f )ppofed, th^-ah ifijfniuly Geneve lent Qod wouldl 
have cftabiiihed any laws for the manifeftatiotij 
of his goodnefs, unlefs he had forefcen bv hfs^ 
infinite frefcience that //- would hereby navCL 
been eventually and aSlually difplayed : It {boul^ "^ 
fee 11 as though he would not have carried any- 
plan into execution,, but what would have hadt 
this efFe<SV. But then, the tendency of thefe lawi 
plight to be confidered likewife, becaufc tlfi^, 
fright t(\zss\it9i greater benevolence than the good 
that is ^aShially prodt^ced. Th? laws might be 
wdl adapted in their nature, and tendency, to 
^ffe^t mre g ^<,d than is aSlually accomplifhed : 
i^nd that more g)od is not produced may be 
ow'ng,not toauy defe^ in the laws, but t:) awj/"- 
ufe I if theni by his creatures : fo^ whi^h tf:>ey arc 
anfwerable, and not the Deity. 

And this is particularly worthy of confiderati- 
on, with refpeft to our world ; which is not in 
the ftate now^ that (Jo J originally nriade it, but 
abounding with evilsj^ introduced by qurfelves^ 
againft the manifeft tendency of thofe laws which 
he was pleafed to eftablilh, in order to efFeft 
its j^reater goodj fo far as itould reafonably and 
virely be done. A'^^ ^hat this end is mt ac-'. 
comjplilhed, is wholly chargeable to that ah/e^ 

of 
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* . , ' * 

our faculties, whereby we have perverted 

tendency of tl^ofe laws, which would other- 
b haye operated to its taking efFe£t. It ii 
jjffible therefore we fliould jutige fairly of 

(^reatcr's benevotenc^y from a view only oF 
' worl^ji under its prcfcnt d^ual enjdjuments : 
c if we Would fornn right lentiments of it,^wi 
ft qonfider the . tendency of the Divine fchemc 
operation, and what the ftate of the world 
uld haye beeri, if the rational and moral be- 
s in it had a<5fced up to the laws of their iia- 
r, and given them full fcopc to operate for 

produSion of good. This will give us th6 
a oigoQ^y in f )me meafure, anfwering xktfld^ 
it, in the Divine mind. Every other viftw 
itj^ feparat^ from this, wiU be either fdrtiaty 
faljey and fail (hort of exhibiting to us th6 
t charafter of the l)eity as benen^lent. 
The laft remark, though not the leaft im- 
taftt, is, that, in judging of the Divine be- 
'olence, we muft carry our thoughts beyond . 

prejent to fome /if /«r^ ftate of exiftence, and 
ludcr* them as contieSled in the Divine fhn of 
oration for good. Was death the entire de-i 
xQmn of all the intelMrcnt moral beings that 
^eexifted, or will exilt, on this earth, it 
aid, be dijicultj 1 may fay imprffibley to en- 
t^n the thought, that the Creator was ^i?- 
^tmt^ in the fenfe we are pleading for. And 
t of the reafuns, why fume are fo ready to 
1 in queftion his abfolutely perfect goodnefs, 
their iooking up ^n the frejint ftate, in an 
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the tendency, of tiie laws thcmfelvcstothc pF<K 
duAioa of goody as well as by the good that ia^ 
^Sually produced by them. Thefe fliould ba 
confidered pot Jtnglyy but in one conjunct vicw;^ 
The goad <^Elually prc/duccd, ought to cotno . 
into con(ideration> becauie it cannot well be 
f ?ppofed, th^-ah inJikH^ly benevclent Qod wouldl 
have edablilhed any laws for the manifeftatioa 
of his goodnefs, unlcfs hp had forefcen bv hfs^ 
infinite frefcience that //• would hereby nave, 
been eventually and aSlually difplayed : It ihouldj^"' 
feeii as though he would not have carried any- 
plan into executi'^n, but what would have hadi 
this efFe<SV. But then, the tmdmcy. of thefe law^ 
plight to be confidered likewife, becaufc thi^, 
fright vs\2iSX\it^ greater benevolence than the good 
that is \€^5kidly prodt^ced. Th? laws might be 
wdl adapted in their nature, and tendency, to 
^ffeft mre g ^<.d than is actually accomplifhed : 
i^nd that more g)od is not produced may be 
ow'ng,not toai>y defe^ in the laws, but t;) awj/"-' 
i^e? liftheni by his creatures: fo^ which /j&^ arc 
anfwerable, and not the Deity. 

And this is particularly worthy of ccnfiderati- 
on, with relpeft to our world ; which is not in 
the ftate now^ that (Jo J originally made it, but 
abounding with evils:^ introduced by qur/elves^ 
againft the manifeft tendency of thofe laws which 
he was pleafed to eftablilh, in order to efFeft 
V-% j^reater good, fo far as itould reaf^nably and 
wifely be done. A'^^ ^hat this end is nut ac-*. 
complilhed, is wholly chargeable to that ^^^» ' 

of 



OJ? THE DElTt. ^ 

l^f our faculties, whereby we have perverted 
the tendency of tl^ofe laws, which would other- 
wife haye operated to its taking efFe£t. It is 
impjffible therefore we Ihould jucige fairly of 
ihe Crea^r's benevolence^ from a view only oF 
p.ur worl^ji, under its prcfent oBual enjoj^ments : 
But if we would fbirnn right lentiments of it,.we 
mult qonSder xhcjendency of the Divine fchemc 
of operation, and what the ftate of the world 
would haye been, if the rational and moral be- 
ings in it had a6ked up to the laws of their na-. 
pirty and given them full fcope to operate for 
the produSion of good. This will give us the 
idea ofgoo^y 5^ f )me meafure, anfwering the flajf 
pf it, in the Divine mind. Every other viftw 
jpf it,, feparat^ fronn this, wiU be either partial^ 
pr fal/e, and fall (hort of exhibiting to us th6 
true charafter of the Pei/y as benevolent. 

The laft remark, though not the leaft im» 
portaftt, is^ that, in judging of the Divine be- 
nevolence, we muft carry our thoughts beyond . 
iht jbrefent to (ome /if /«r^ ftate of exiftence, and 
(lonSdcr* them as conneSled in the Divine pkm o? 
operation for good. Was death the entire dc-r 
JteudHon of all the intelligent moral beings that 
Ibaveexifted, or will exilt, on this earth, it 
ikrouid. be dijiculty I m ay fay imprffibley to en- 
tertain the thought, that the Creator was be- 
^^fevolmtf in the fenfe we are pleading for. And 
ont of the reafuns, why fonrie are fo ready to 
. jdl in queftion his abfolutely perfect goodnefs, 
^. their iooking up ^n the prejent ftate, in an 

independent 
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the tendency of die laws themlelvestothc pF<K 
duAioa of goody as well as by the good that i^ 
^Sually produced by them. Thcfe Ihould bd 
confidered pot fingly^ but in one conjunct vicw;^ 
The goctd actually produced, ought to como , 
into con(ideration» becaufe it cannot well be 
f )ppofed, th^ ah infinitely benevclent Qod would 
have cftabiiihed any laws for the manifeftationj 
of his gpodnefs, unlcfs he had forefcen bv hfs^ 
infinite frejcience that //- would hereby hava 
been eventually and aElually difplaycd : It ftioul4"^ 
fee 11 as though he would not have carried anjt 
plan into execution,, but what would have hadi 
this efFe<SV. But then, the tendency, of thefe lawi 
plight to be confidered likewife, becaufc tlfi^, 
fright vc\2iSS\it^ greater benevolence than the good 
that is 'aShially prodt^ced. Th? laws might be 
well adapted in their nature, and tendency, to 
^ffeft mre g ^<.d than is actually accomplifhed : 
i^nd that more g)od is not produced may be 
ow'ng,not toauy defefl in the laws, but t>) awj/"-' 
i^e? liftheni by his creatures: fo^ which /j&^ arc 
anfwerable, and not the Deity. 

And this is particularly worthy ofconfiderati- 
on, with refpeft to our world ; which is not in 
the ftate nomy that God originally made it, but 
abounding with evils^ introduced by QurfelveSi 
againft the manifeft tendency of thofe Jaws which 
he was pleafed to eftablilh, in order to efFeiS 
its j^reater gcodj fo far as itould reafnnably and 
\v iiely be done. And that this end is n* t ac-*. 
comjplilhed, is whv^lly chargeable to that abuft^ • 

of I 
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if our faculties, whereby we have perverted 
the tendency of tl^pfe laws, which would other- 
wife h^ye operated to its taking efFe£t. It ii 
impjffible therefore we Ihould judge fairly of 
\hc Creator's benevokncey from a view only oF 
atur worl^ji. under its prefent d^ual enjtr^menfs : 
But if we would fornn right lentiments oFit,,w6 
nuft qonflder xhcjendency of the Divine fchemc 
>f operation, and what the ftate of the world 
ivould have been, if the rational and moral be- 
ings in it had a<5fced up to the laws of their na-. 
\ure^ and given them full fcope to operate for 
:he produSion of good. This will give us the 
idea oigoojij in f)me meafure, anfwering xhtflat^ 
jf it, in the Divine mind. Every other viftw 
3if it,, feparat^ fronn this, wiU be either partiaty 
i>r falfsy and fall (hort of exhibiting to us xht 
:nie charafter of the Peity as benevolent. 

The laft remark, though not the leaft im*. 
portant, is^ that, in judging of the Divine be- 
nevolence, we muft carry our thoughts beyond . 
the prefent to (ome /if /«r^ ftate of exiftence, and 
Cionndcr* them as conneSled in the Divine plmi oT 
,o{)eration fijr good. Was death the entire dc-r 
Imjfkion of all the intelMgcnt moral beings that 
|iave exifted, or will exift, on this earth, it 
^iwtaid. be dijiculty I m ay fay imprffibky to en- 
tertain the thought, that the Creator wzb be- 
'^fivoteht^ in the fenfe we are pleading for. And 
one of the reafuns, why fome are fo ready to 
%Al in queftion his abfolutely perfect goodnefs, 
Is their iooking up ^n the prefent ftate, in an 

independent 
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the tendency, of die laws thcmlelvestpthc pF<K 
duAioa of goodj. as well as by the good that i^ 
^Sually produced by them. Thcfe fliould bd 
confidered pot Jingly^ but in one conjunct view. 
The goad aEtually produced, ought to como . 
into con(ideration> becaufe it cannot well be 
f ?ppofed, th^-ah inJ^My benevclent Qod wouldi 
have eftablilhed any laws for the manifeftation^ 
of his gpodnefs, unlcfs he had forefcen by hfs. 
infinite frefcience that //• would hereby havoL 
been eventually and aSlually difplaycd : It ftioul^"' 
fceii as though he would not have carried any- 
plan into executi'^n,. but what would have haa[ 
this efFedi:. But then, the tendency, of thefe lawi 
pught to be confidered likewife, becaufc tlfi$: 
fright tt\zsxitt& greater benevolence than the good 
that is 'aSftially prodt^ced. Th? laws might be 
well adapted in their nature, and tendency, to 
^ffeft mre g ^<.d than is actually accomplifhed : 
i^nd that mvre g)od is not produced may he 
ow'ng,not toariy defefl in the laws, but t:) awj/"- 
ufe lif theni by his creatures : fo^ which tfiey arc 
anfwerable, and not the Deity. 

And this is particularly worthy of confiderati- 
on, with refpeft to our world ; which is not in 
the ftate nowiy that God originally made it, but 
abounding with evils^ introduced by qurfeheSi 
againft the manifeft tendency of thofe laws which 
he was pleafed to eftablilh, in order to efFeiS 
it:$ j^reater goodj fo far as itould reaf^nably and 
wifely be done, A'^^ ^hat this end is in t ac-*. 
comjplilhed, is wholly chargeable to that ab^fft^ ' 

of 
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If our faculties, ^vhereby we have perverteci 
ihe tendency of tl^ofe laws, which would other- 
wife haye operated to its taking efFeft. It ii 
impjffifale therefore we Ihould judge fairly of 
^e Creator's benevokncey from a view only oF 
Diur wnrlcj,. under its prefent dtlual enjojumcnts : 
But if we would form right lentiments ofitj^wt 
nultcjonfider the pendency of the Divine fchenmc 
>f operation, and what the ftate of the world 
^ould have beeri, if the rational and moral be* 
tngs in it had afted up to the laws of their iia-- 
Wiy and given them full fcope to operate for 
:he produSion of good. This will give us the 
dea ofgoadi ^^ f)me meafure, anfwering the fla^ 
>f it, in the Divine mind. Every other vi^w 
jf' it,, feparate fronn this, will be either partial^ 
}r fal/e, and fall fhort of exhibiting to us th6 
Tiie charafter of the Petty as benen^lent. 

The lajl remark, though not the leaft im- 
pprtaUt, is, that, in judging of the Divine be- 
(icyolence, we muft carry our thoughts beyond . 
the prejent to ijome/i^/Kr^ftate of exiftence, and 
j^onnder* them as conne5led in th^ Divine plan o? 
p|>eration for good. Was death the entire de-i 
pudHon of all the intelligent moral beings that 
liaveexiftcd, or will exift, on this earth, it 
^quid. be dijicult, I m ay fay imprffibky to en- 
]tcrtairi the thought, that the Creator yfzs be- 
1fe^9fdmty in the fenfe we are pleading for. And 
one of the reafons, why fome are fo ready to 
jdl in queftion his abfolutely perfect goodnefs, 
% their looking up >n the prefent ftate, in aft 

independent 
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the tendency of the laws themfelvestothe ppcK 
duAioa of good, as well as by the good that i^ 
^Bually produced by them. Thcfe Ihould ba 
confiidered pot finglyy but in one conjunft vicw-^ 
The good actually produced ought to come . 
into con(i,deration» Decanie it cannot well be. 
f ?ppofed, th^ ah inJmHely benevclent Qod would 
have eftabiilhed any laws for the manifeftatioa 
of his goodnefs, unlcfs he had forefcen by hfs. 
infinite frejcience that //. would hereby navct 
been eventually and aSlually difplayed : It fhoul^"" 
feeii as though he would not have carried an]p 
plan into executvm> but what would have haa 
this cfFe<SV. But then, the tendency of tliefe lawi 
pught to be conlidered likewile/ becaufe tlfi^, 
fright m^iSXiit^i greater benevolence than the good 
that is aSkidly produced. The laws might be 
v^ell adapted in their nature, and tendency, to 
^ffeft m:re g ^(.d than is aStaally accomplifhed ! 
-And that more g)od is not produced may be 
ow'ng,not toaay defe^ in the laws, but t:> ^mj- 
^ lif them by his creatures: foi; whigh /j&g^ arc 
anfv/erable, and not the Deityy 

And this is particularly worthy of conliderati- 
on, with refpeft to our world ; which is not in 
the ftate npw^ that G^^i originally made it, but 
abounding with evils;^ introduced by qurjelvts% 
againft the manifeft tendency of thcfe laws which 
he was pleafed to eftablilh, in order to efFeft 
its greater gcod^ fo far as it ould rcafonably and 
vifely be done. And that this end is nvt ac-*. 
complilhed, is wholly chargeable to that aiuj^ ' 

of 
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|>f our faculties, whereby we have perverted 
the tendency of thpfe laws, which would other- 
wife h^ve operated to its taking efFeft. It ii 
impjffifale therefore we Ihould judge fairly of 
the CreaUr^s benevolence^ from a view only oF 
our worlcj,. under its prefent atlual enjdyiments : 
But if we would form right lentiments of it, wi 
mult cjonfider the Jendency of the Divine fchemc 
of operation, and what the ftate of the world 
would have been, if the rational and moral be* 
ings in it had afted up to the laws of their na- 
ture^ and given them full fcope to operate for 
the production of good. This will give us the 
idea of goad, in f )me meafure, anfwering the fld)f 
pf it, in the Divine mind. Every other vi^w 
if it,, feparat^ fronn this, will be either partial^ 
pv fal/e, and fall fhort of exhibiting to us the 
tnie charafter of the Deify as benen^lent. 

The laji remark, though not the leaft im- 
pprtant, is, that, in judging of the Divine be- 
Jnevolence, we muft carry our thoughts beyond . 
^t trejent to ijome/if/Kr^ftate of exiftence, and 
Connder* them as conne5led in the Divine fhm o? 
.operation for good. Was death the entire dci 
puftion of all the intelUgcnt moral beings that 
tave.exiftcd, or will exilt, on this earth, it 
J^,uid. be dijicultf I may fay imprffibk^ to en- 
)tcrtain the thought, that the Creator was i^^- 
"Ife^kdent, in the fenfe we are pleading for. And 
.*n€of the reafons, why fonie are fo ready to 
|all in queftion his abfolutely perfe£t goodnefs, 
fi their iooking up n the prefent ftate, in ai^ 
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fnd^enchit yiew, an4 not as inf^arabl^ cotgoined 
with fome ftiture one. -And ho wonder thej^ 
^re puzzled >yith difficulties, and find dienn felvei 
vnable to recoffcile aftual appearances with the 
|dea 'iitifinite bmevdence^. For if it fli ould prove 
the real truth of the. cafe, that the prefent ftate 
of things is nothing more d\an a, fart of the 
Divine plan carried into execqtion/apd a part 
t.)0 that is related to anpther ftate, that will fuc-. 
ceecj ii^ due time, it cannot be byt that prejent 
appearances^^ confi^ered independ^ptly pf thlj 
c nneftion, fhould b^ fuch as. are not tp be ac:- 
C'Hinted for. It is po other than might reafon* 
. ably be expected. j(^n^ the only way to remove 
them, and judge impartially of die Divine Be-. 
neyolence is to extend our thoughts to another 
J^ate of exiftence, Cfinnefting the prefent with 
one hereafter ta come, ^d confidering both in 
ope conjunSl view. 

And,pofnb]y3^there are no frregularfties,in the 
|>r2/67//ftate,but ^refo taken care of,in fome futurt' 
one, as that they will finally prove an illuftration of 
xYit Deity's benevolence^ We are too (hort fighted ta 
trace any irregularities,inthe/)r5/Jr»/ftate, through 
all their connexions, either here^or hereafter y 
:ind therefore cannot pretend to affirm, with any 
degree of probability^ that they may not finally 
turn out a proof of benevolence,^ rather than an 
objection againft it : Nor is there the leaft room 
for difpute, but that the evils now fuffered'mvf^ 
hereafter be repaid by an over-balance of enjoj-^ 
fluents. And, in this way, the goodnefs of Q4. 

notwithftanding 






Retwithftanding the pr^fent intervening dark ap- 
pearances, may glorioufly fhine f rth, in the* 
Winding up of hisfchenie for th^prcdudti .n o£ 
good. 

And it is the rather pfoper, in arguing about 
the Dettfs benebolenct, to take intr> confiderati ri 
another ftate cf exiftence, becaufe this is the 
thought Ive are muft obvioufly led to, even fn m 
jpr^bi/ iappearahces themfelves; which carries,in 
their nature the evident marksinot of zcainpUated 
plan of operation, but of ond that is depen- 
dent on fomethiiig Jlill to cSme to render it fer^ 
fe£l. Though there is enough vifible, in the fri4 
Jent ftate,t6 give lis an idea of theSuprehieBeing, 
as profecuting a Jcbeme f6r goo£\ yet there are», 
iit the fame time, plain difcoveries that the 
Icheme is but heguriy that whait we now fee is 
only apart of it carried into execution^ and that 
what is wanting to finifh it, is to be looked for 
in {bine future ftate of exiftence. It is quite na- 
tural, from what We know of the pre/ent ftate, to 
look upon It as only introdu^ory to another, and 
frepafUtoryfor it. Prefent appearances are fitted 
ib give us this ideia of it- They afe fuch ai 
Well fuit t prohatiofi'ftate, one that is intended 
to train us up fof (omc future one, that will take 
j>lace iri due time. Whereas, if We confider 
thcfe appearaneesy without any conneftion with 
futurity, and as defigned to ejchibit an entire vieio 
of the Divine plan, with refpeft to this world, 
We fliall needlefily run ourfelves into perplexity, 
and unavoidably think more dilhonorably of the 

Dsity^ 



Deiiyi^ than wfc have any ctca{;/n to do* Jpr fj 
& far as we are able to j«d^e, prefeni appear- 
itncesy if they ccmfleated the Ichen e r_,f Ge?«/, arc 
n t fo perfectly adjuflred as it might reafona- 
biy be thought they would^ by iueh a being 
fo we can demonftrate Cbd to be; An^i 
VithtiUt the foppofition of a faturi ftate. 
perhaps it is impoffible> in the nature of 
t!i:;i;i, that fjch creatures as we^rc^ in 
Tuch a world as this> Oiould be ufiiverfalty treated 
by the Deity ^ at all times, and in all cafes^ as 
It is eternally Jit and jiiji that we Ihould bei 
And if this Iht^uld be tTife truth, as I am eon- 
fident no one can prove it is not, it may be 
ifieiij^ai^^ in the nature of things^ that the X)/wW 
^/fi&^w^i with reference to this'fyftem, in order 
to its hting per/effy fllould extend to another JliUj^ 
and riot be cunfined to this. 

Having briefly mentioned thefe previous re- 
marks, the way is now clear to the main pcintj 
which is to make it evident, that the appear* 
ances of goodj in our world, are fuch as tairly 
lead us to conceive of the Supreme Creator as 
ahjolutely and perfeElly henevoleftt* I do not mean,- 
that the prejent aSlual amcunt of thefe appearances 
hfo^ much good as will anfwer to the idea of in- 
fnitely jerfeB henevolence : But what I intend isj 
that they arife {romjuch laws^ and are fb circum^ 
ftanced and related^ as that, in this view cf thenii 
(as has been explained above) we may clearl]^ 
and fully argue,that-thc original author of theifl.. 
is Jupremely and infinitely good. 

I have 
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I have it not* in my vieW, here, minutely to 
]tdArider all the effeSh <^f benevolence apparent 
in the conftitution> and government of this 
'world of our's. This would be beyond. the 

"¥each of my ability, and a neeilefs labor. It 
will be a fufficient enforcement of the prefent 
argument, xijo much\%(2A^ as to make it plain, 
that all the goody fuitable for Ju<h a fyft^m as 
this J is apparently the tmden<y of nature j and 

• the Ditine ^adminijirdfion ; and that it anally 
prevails fo far as this tendency is ■ not feraerted 
oy the creatures themfelyes, whom dod has 
liriade j for which he is not anfwerable, as has 
been hinted already, and will be more fully 

*ihown hereafter. 

The w^y in which I fliall endeavour to il- 
luftrate this important lubjeft ftiall be, by gi- 

' Ving, in the firft place, fome ^^^^j/ touches on 
' ^e ^ifibli frame of inanimate nature j then by ta- 
^ ; king fome tranfient notice of the inferior crea- 
•'* tkres made capable of happinels ; and finally by 

"'fiewing morz' critically ^xA fully the intelligent 
■ ' -moral beings, in this worldj towards wh ^m the 
'Diving goodnefs has been difplayed, in the 
iargeH rtieafures. 

; We Ihall begin our illuftration of the prefent 
Argument, with fome general touches on the 

■ vifible frame of inanimate nature^ and the pur^ 
pofes of goodnefs to which it is fubfervicnt. Not 
that gDodncls is qommunicable to inanimate 

mattjer^ Neither the fun, nor moon, nor earth, 

'• .k: t^ 
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to which they are related, are tbem/elves cap^f 
ble recipients cf good. The Jenfitive and iateU 
ligent beings, in thefe globes, are the only ci^ 
jctls cf benevolence. But yet, thegloies tbem^ 
Jelves may well be confidered as illuflrations of 
this noble quality, if it be found that they arc 
conftituted fo as to be frjjively ir^rumental 14 
occaGoning good to nuinberlefs beings, forn^ed 
with capacities for enjoyment. And this is the 
real truth. 

An illuftrious inftance cf it we have in the 
funy whofe conftituent parts, magnitude, and 
fituation in the heavens, are admirably acctm-' 
modated to the defjgn of ccnveying light and 
beaty in the molt fuitable prop«:rtions, to this 
earth ; without which it Wf;uid have been an 
unfit habitation for any of thofc cnimatedy and 
intellioent beings, who now cxift happy on it. 
And it is an additi n^l difplay cf gcodnefe, as 
well as wifdori , in tl e Creator y that he has, bjf 
the earth's an^yal and daily revolutions, fo con- 
veniently diirributed thefe blcfflngs ; caufing 
the viciflitudcs oi dry and 7iighty J'eed time and 
harveftyjummer and Winter, It is truCj all parts. 
of the earth rre not, by this n-^eans, equcll) 
fivoT r i Vv/h light uvdheat: Neither was it 
p -flibie that ihey fhov.ld. But yet, the kind- 
nels of the Deity has adj^Oed this inccuveftiencei 
as well as the nature of things w. uld pcrnjt. 
For, on the = ne hand, he has guarded the earth 
.agairxll tht:: mifchiefs of frcjiy in thofe parti 
v;hcre there is a defeLl cf t^^at, by providing fof 

it 
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|t a covering oi fnowj that, inftead ofleflening, 
improves ks fertile capacity, which capacity he 
has alfb wifely adapted to fuch produfti^ins as 
require a lefs degree of heat to bring them t^r 
maturity ; hereby providing for the fiipport of 
Hfe^ even in thefe places ; which he ha§ likewife 
taken care to render comfortabk both to the ra^ 
tionaly and meerly anitnal lubjefts, of \t :, To the 
former^ by a gr wth of wood^ in vaft plenty, fur- 
nilfeing them with fuel to keep thetn warm; and 
to the taHer, by a nataral increafc of furr upon 
their (kins, in thnle feafons when it is needed 
as a defence againft the feverities of the cold. 
On the other hand, he has contrived refrefhing 
breezes, where- the earth, and its. inhabitants are 
cxpofed to the dire£l^ rays- of the fun ; which 
commonly increafe as that afcends, whereby 
the heat iss fo corrected, as that they are both 
preferyed from fufFering by its violence. Befides 
; which, he has fitted the czrth* ^fertility^ in thefe 
• parts^ to. this proportion qf heat ; infoniich that 
it% produftions, in certain kinds, are abundant 
for the fupply both, of animal ^nd mtelUgent life. 
And wherein could the Dd'i/)^ have made the fun 
more ferviceable to our world ? It is not con- 
ceivable> how- he fhould, in this refpeft, have 
given a more full ajtid amplf difcpyery Qf hi? 
benevolence. 

Oi^r ^/(;^^ is another inftance, maniftfting th^ 

-idches of the Divine goodnefs, as well as wif- 

4om. For though it is, itfelf, incapable of good^ 

ipet it,is wonderfully adjufted to occafiun good 

^ ta 
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to innumerable jcreaturcs capable of it, \ by i^^^ 
clifp<fition into feaSydry-^Iand, and w^encoip-^; 
J'lfllrg it about, all accurately. correlf)ondiJB§- 
V'ith each other,. Had the furface o£ this glob^- 
been all dry-land^ none of thofc animated iinds^^ 
in- their nurtibcrlels indivitiuahi cciild.have had* 
cxiftence, whofe pr )per elcmem; i% ^^ter j andv 
V'ho are fitted, by a fuitable crganizatjcn oi^ 
parts, to live in it, exerting tbemfelves, an^ 
moving about, with eafe and. pleasure : : An^r 
confequently there would . have been a hjs • trz^, 
niffftation of g(»od,.than there might haye^ bee^^ 
hecaufe a gre^f^y by this method, is now ijr-i 
tually fetn. Befides, if there had been no^&y 
there coild have been ao rains, without which^ 
the d7y-knd nrull have been ufelefs to the.pvr>-i 
pofeii of vegetation ; and then animal life wonli^ 
have Wanted a fnpport, at lead, in the piefent- 
way. — Or, had the earth been univerfally qo^ 
vered ever with water^ rone of thofe cre^t^refii^. 
on the other hand^ could have had exiftence^ 
whether raiicnal < r meerly animaly. who are fitted,, 
by their make, for a dwelling cb the dry-land i 
Neither could there have been thofe infinitely 
variois productions iov necejityy conveniencey^4 
ddighty which are now fo msny evidences of the 
Creator's bounty.- — And it is beyond man to 
imagine a better contrivance for good, than tiic 
dr that furrounds our earth. It is this that; 
nakes way for the tranirniflion of light, withct^Jt 
which the faculty of feeing, in .all anin'als, would 
have been ufelefi : Jt is this th^i provides Icr 

tlie 
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the eafe and freedom of motion upon the earth, 
vythiut \vhich life itfelf h^ad been beftowed to^ 
lijfde |>urpbfe : it is this, that;, communicates 
fijiundj without which Ve cduld not have gon-* 
ypyed .o,ur thoughts to\one another, hy the help 
offpfe^chi not, to fay any thing of the pleafure^ 
|i> yarioiji? kin<ls^ V^^^^^ refults from the har- 
Kp,ony there is between ox\e found and arlother : 
It, is.tliis that givei rife, to the windy which ^ 
fnix^. aiidi tempers, the ^xhalati6ris interlperied; 
ia the atmofphere, corrects the heat in. hotter 
c|iii)ates, aiid carries the clouds, froyn place to 
pjace,. to diftili the rain. that is needed : And^ 
in. a \^jrd, it is this that preferves life, by: t;he 
power of. Breathings ia all cjreatures, front') the 
highp{| to the lowell : And to this it is aUb ow- 
ing tha; fo many clafcs of creatures, by the help, 
of fuijCAble prgans, are able to wing their way 
ihxeugh the regions aboy^, afc^nding to the 
^ps. of mountains, and tall trees, where they find 
-bo:h nourifhment and Ihelter.-r-^The proper re- 
flieftioj? from all which is, that the benevolent]^ 
'*0y. cpajd not have better adapted ijtammafe na- 
ture /)r, tTie difFufion of good. It is vifible 
wherever we caft our eyes. Neither e^arth^ nor^ 
Jeay nor uir^ are empty of. living inhabitants ; but 
tjiey are all filled with them ; and provifi jn, at 
^he fame time, made both for their fupport and 
^ornfort.- 

The dtfpojition of mzterial nature^ licnow, has 
been objected to, and complaints made, becanfe 
its p^rts were hoi; better adjufted. But the 

more 
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jn:\ore accurately thef^ complaints li^ve l?een ex* 
aTined,^ tj[ie mor^ groundkfs they have always 
appeared. Is it complained, that there are toa 
wide Jeas ? it ha5 bee^ rp^de evident, by the 
beft bfervati )ns, that the proportion between 
the Je(^ and dry land, could not have t^en fettled 
with greater exaftncfs, for the A pply tf that 
rn ifture which is neceffary to render the earth 
fruitful. Is it ccmplainedi that th^ water in the^ 
fea isjalt? This wa$ a ^leceffary quality to keep 
it from putrefaiiioff. And befides, it lofes this 
quality, before the exhalations frojjn it fdl in 
rain, or^j^ by being condenfed on the V-ps<^f* 
ipnountains, are f rmed into fprings whether for 
the fervice of the earth it felf, or the creatures 
that are on it. Is it confiplained^ that t^\c fur- 
face of the earth is too. unequal ? Some ine- 
quality was abfolutely requilite in order to, 
guard againft inundations frooj the Jeai Nor is 
thiit inequality tifelefi which n^akes even the 
bigheft mountains ; iot thefe arc the fpurces of 
fprings, to the great benefit of all living crea- 
tures : And, in their bo^^^els, are cpntained 
thofe mhtcrab and metals^ which are fo advan- 
tageous to mankind. In a word, there is nothing 
in the order or dijpofiticn. c{ the parts of this 
earth that can juftly be complained of ; as is 
evident from this, that, if we do but make an 
alteration in our thoughts, and purfue it in its 
confequences, we fhall foon fee our own folly. 
There is not indeed, any part of inanimate na*. 
hue but wha^t ferves to fliew forth the Crea* 

tur's 
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fcdr^s g >odneft, by that vaHety ofufts it is ac- 
fcurately fitted toferte, Ibme <»f ^hich we are 
acqiJairited with, though the intirfe number c;f 
them, the wifeft phiLfophers haVe not been yet 
able to inveftigate, arid it may be never will : 
jSut yet, the mot6 cldfely they view the con- 
dituti >n of the world, the more reafon they con* 
tinually find for furprize at the riches of good^ 
nefsy as well as wi/domf therein fo clearly fhi- 
hing forth. 

We go oil, in the hext place, to take t 
tranfierit yiew of the ahimal world, in which t 
include all the creatures, on this earth, endow- 
fed with perception afid life, mankind only except-i 
ed. And I thus diftinguifh them from man* 
kiildj calling them animal, not becaufe I fup- 
pofe they exift without fome fuperiof prineiple t/ 
the /ami kind with the bigheji principle in men % 
but becaufe, if they do poflcfs fuch a princi- 
ple, ic is in fo low a degree as to render it im- 
proper to raiik theni with intelligenty much more 
With moral beings, as men are. But whpther 
thd\r have minds, or not, thfcy are capable ob^ 
jeSis of zotdnefi \ aftd the T>etty has accordingly 
c mtrived, iii the ^^ mahner> to make the d if-* 
plays of it t >wards then. 

0-:^^ fignal inftance where^ f is, hisdiftributingj 
their', animd life int . f > many different forts, Here-^ 
in the ofder f the material world is confuked/ 
an A -ne -mif >r'nde'ign of good evidently carried 
on. A 1 i, by this \ eans alfo,the wifeft and bell 
mcthjd u^s been taken fvr the fulU(l manifef- 

tation 
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. tarion . of 'animal gord. . .For no one Jfecits o^ 
Animated ht\ng% could have fupplied the ^licfe 
of various ipecics, fo as to have irade way 'fof 
,^n. equally lar^e difcoVery of benevolence. It is 
bniy a.npng dijferent hnd^s of anirrals, c« hfti- 

^ tuted varioujly capable of happinefs, that aH ibe 

• j^f^'PP^'^S^ meer anii ah iray be f(^rn ed to enj> y> 

is to be 1 Trked for. This we find to be the 

. , truth of fad. And it is by this iljeth( d like-i 

wife, that chajms are prevented, and the creaticii 

'^lledy/kh being and happinefs. Thtfe infei-ir;r 
kinds are fi.> rrany Welladjufted parts in thfe 

^ chain of exiflehce: And, pcrhapSj^ this lyflerti 
could, in no other way, have been cohftituted fo 
full 2Ln<iccherent a wboie. 

An ;ther inilance illuftrating the Deity^s gbod^ 
rejs is, the care he has taken, potwithflanding 
this difpo/ttion of anin-ials into fvcli zvricus kindsy 
fo to provide for them ally as th*J»t they are /e- 
■ h^rally capable cf attaining the happinefs that is 
'^$7'oper for them. It is acc( rdingly true cf them 
all,, in aU their Various claflcs, that they havij 
organs fitted to give them pleafing jenjatici/is \ 
iind their implanted injlui5ls are wliHy adaJDted 
to their r::trpc6live natures, feve rally determi- 
ning them to that which is fuitable for their pre- 
fervatirn and happinefs : Befides which, thc]^ 
are not only end ^wed with the power (/f frcpa-^ 
gating their kindy but favoured with fuch a tcn-^ 
texture cf htdy^ or furnillicd with fuch irijnu^ 
nients of defence ^ with a natural fa^aciiy to uie 
tliem, as are admirably fiittd tu j^uard. them 

agaiiift 
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'agaihfl: the injnries, tb which they are more pe- ' 
'caliarly expofed. And, in confequence of" 
this provifion, the general leniency of their nature ^ 
is" to good;. And they aftiially enjoy ^gi-eafc * 
aver-balahce of it.^ So far as We are acqli'ainted 
with them, iiiftead ot going 6n heavily with life^ 
they give plain indications that it is cot-hfortable 
and pleafantto therti. And, from what we know of 
oifr own anifhal fraiile, fo analogous, in many re- 
Tpefbs, to their's, we have fulficient reafon to 
bdieve,thatlife,iinderthecircuml^anccs in which ' 
they hold it,is accompanied with maAy gratifica- 
tions reiiieringit infinitely preferable to inon-e^- 
kjtenfe. 

Nor dO^s it ar^u^ any '\^ant ofgoodnefs in 
th^ Heity^ thlt th6y ire npt all tqudlfy happy^ 
pT that th«y none of them enjoy that degree of 
hippinefs which is con^mon to other beings 
6i%Juptrior order. It is enough to the purpofe 
of Xhe prefeht argiirnent, if fo much happinefs is 
allotted to them, ^s is proper to creatures in their 
^htiSi and filling np fucb a place in the fcale of 
beinq;s. This is all that can be reafonably look- 
ed for, in olrder to a perfeit difplay of the Crea- 
tor's beiievoleric^. 

Neither are the inconveniences they may natu^ 

raiiy be liable to, an objeBion of any weight. 

. For as their ftraftiire is material^ (at leaft fo far 

^ ^ it is fo) they are, from their very mak^^ fub- 

jcfted to the (aiie general la'Oos which take place 

in th?-».i/rr/W world. And i t might be an im- ' 

po^Mitj that they fhould be fo framed as not to 

• - L * be ' 
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be liable to inconveniences. And unavoidabii. 
inconveniences are net to be mentioned, as /«- 
conjifteniies with the moJiperfeSl benevt lence ; un* 
kfs it can firft be proved, that no fyftem ought 
to be made, nor lavrs tftablifhed, but "What arfe 
Mbjolutely freed fr m them : Which perhaps 
n ay not be the cafe, with refpeft to any fyftetni 
in the whole circle of exifling nature. 

It is a ftill further manifeftaticn of the Crc* 
ator's goodnefs towards thefe inferior kinds ^ that 
he has contrived to make them, in fome mea- 
fure, ufeful to one another i Perhaps, they arc 
ib clafled into forts, as that they not only fill 
Up the creation^ but, at the fame time, do it fo 
as to be, in the beft manner, conducive to the 
good of each oth^r. There may be an efiab- 
l\d[itA general relation between all the fpecies of 
inferior creatures, in confequence of ^hich the 
f articular interejls of the fcveral kinds, inftead 
oi interfering^ are mutually fubfervient to each 
other. This is undoubtedly the truth of faft, 
in many inftances. Several of the h^er kinds 
are ferviceable to the fufericr : And it locks 
as though they were purp fely placed in fuch a 
fubnrdination to this end. Nay, fome of ihc 
highefi animal fpecies are, in like manner, ufe- 
i\ to mankind : An'd they feem to have had 
this degree c f fuhcrdkctkn afligntd them fef 
tliis very purpce. And there may be a cer^ 
tain order running through the whole anin.a^ 
world, tending t^. render all the various kinds 
2s ferviceahV to one another^ as .the nature of 
things would permit. There 
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There i^ certainly a hnd of union eftabliflied 
between the iifdividudls of (rue^y Jfecks. As they 
hai^ f >n)e inftinfts determining them t > their 
tzewr private, goad, Co have they others that unite 
then to their refpeilive kinds. They diflike folN 
ttidic aad diifcov^r pleafureinthe canpanyofeach 
iother. Soine live together in flocks, fecm un-^ 
cafy when fcparated, and will run ventures that 
tiiey m^Y gee ^y^aWj?i with their fpecies. And 
^ere is. univerfally a. Jfrong affection in the /«• 
fmks t ow5ard3 their young. Tliey are urged en 
by their nafural storge^^, not only to exert 
thcnfifelws in providing for their fuftenance,, but 
in feciiring them againft danger^ They will 
fifqil^ their own eaft, anti engage in combata 
for the fake of their young ; expoiing them- 
fdves to greater extremities on tkeif^ account^ than 
their own. Even the moOifavagc. animals are af^ 
J^SHonate to th^ir offspring ; and< will take care 
of thenawith all defirable tendemefs. 

It is readily acknowledged^ the; infiinS^ by 
"HiUch individuals, are attached ta their i wn 
\sx^^ are not fo ftrong, but that they may be 
If^beivous to one another ; and the rtf/^//<?». be- 
tween the feveral ffecies may be ftill more 
loofej infomuch that it may feem as though/^ww^ 
Bnd$ were rather deftruSlivei than beneficialy to 
.;, other kinds. But this, notwithftanding, indivi-- 
duals may exift with, refpeft to their own kinds^ 
. ^d the Jeveral kinds, with r€fpc& to each other ^ 
' in. the beft manner it was pojfible. they Ihould, 
id: order to. their cpnfpiringK as /^r/j, to promote 

tha 
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the common happmeft. And if fi>me inllancea, 
of a contrary afpeft,, to fuch (hort-fighted creat- 
tures as we are> could be mentionedx it ougi>;^- 
-TiOt to be cfteenied a counter-balKmc^- to what i^, 
/o evidently ibe general teyid^cy of the antvfuil con^ 
Jiitufion, It becomes us, in fuch cafes,' to tak^ 
.care how we ralhly cenfure the be^^olent Deity^j^ 
^fpecially* if it be confidered,, that detiiched in^ 
fiances aiay have the afpearance of enjil^ to ou^ 
impepfcft view ; while yet^ in their connedion^ 
^t'-ey may be goodn And as good, is fo apparently 
t\\^ general tmden<;yy we haye iufpcient reafonj^ 
from hence> to think that this is the real trutb^ 
wi-th refpcft to thek fpecial itifiahae^ ; ^nlef^. 
we could cleasrly pni^pe the contraiy,, In.grcejc 
.v.'hereto, . ; 

. It is pleaded, I know, that fome anitpal kind^ 
.live on others^ to the'intire deftruftion of theic- 
,icinjS[ '^x^dhappineji. But this notwithftandingj^ 
they may, in the wifeft manner, fce ufeful tp^ 
one; ^H'-ther ; and even this very QhjeSiicn rnayv 
be a Itrong evidence of it. It is true, the y^ 
^firu^kn of life will follow, if fome animals arfi 
.focd^ to others. . But it may be true alfo, dhajt 
. . tliere could not have beenyb much life, an<^ con- 
* ft guently happinefs, in the creation, had it not; 
/ been for this,, expedient^ Perhaps, yi many kina^. 
. of creatures as now exifl, and it y/as neceflary 
fhould exiil in order to fill up thi$ fyflepi, couj^ 
ror, in rny r»ther ejlahliflped *wayy haye been 
Jujpcrted in being. And if it was neceffary, ^^ 
■_ ,wc cannot iay it was not, in ordej tp the maiq^'r 

tenance 



- OP THE I> BI T Y; -r* ^ 

fenance of life^ in fi^ch a variety' of kinds> that 
it IhjD )ld be i^phelcla. by zfufcejjicn of individuals^ 
in each kind, and not by the continued exijlenciej 
f^ih€ fame individuals, wc are, at once, let into, 
.^he wijdom an<i ^dnefsy not only of the generit^ 
i^w fubje£ting all animals to death -, but of th^c 
,fiipre limited one alfb, aqcorc^ing to which /^«|f 
A>eciesc lime upof% etber^. The fchcme, in this 
yiew. of it, is certainly intended fojr good : Anii 
more gopdj uppn the whole,^ ni;^ be communi- 
cated ia tbis;, thar\ any other way, And there- 
fore it is fp far from arguing a defeEloi bene- 
volence vi\ the IX^ityr^ that it is a ftrong illuftra^ 
tion pf it* Refides, we kaow n >t the intireplau^ 
o/ heaven, with reference to the animal world. 
Perhaps, their prejent exiftence is only an intrc^- 
.^tuition to fomecliing. further. It may poflibly 
fee the firji ftage of their being, and a ftep ta 
fome other fl;ate, this miy be previoufly necef^ 
f^ry to fit thenrx for> And as we are able to fe6 
but a little way into the defign of the jyeity^ witji 
r€|fpe6t to thefe inferiox creatures j and yet, are 
at no lofs, from '^hat we do fee, certainly td 
determine that it is a defign tending to good : in- 
flead of complaining that it is not a better contri^- 
fdfchen$ey we have reafjn rather ta look upon ic 
as the bejl in -its kptd, and to believe t^at it will 
turn out fj, in the final refult of its operation.-^- 
To prrceed, / 

. The molt important head of argument, in ihe 

prefent debate, is the conjlitution and government 

dJi( th^ intelle^^al and moral vrorld 5 by whic^h 
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I mean cwfehesyth^ highejl order of beings it, hai 

S leafed Gad to place on this earth, and that oxv 
er towards whicMic ha§ made the lflrgeji;^i[^ 
tolays of his benevolence.. 

And there is one thing peculiar ia 6ur confiiti^ 
fion which it may be propierto givea^«?<n>/ tbuc^ 
lipon, before we come to particular^. What J' 
fpeak of as thus pe0iliar% arid worthy of lioticej^ 
IS our compomdniake j in confequence of which; 
^e are partly animal^ and partly rational^ beings 
allied both to the kigbefiy ^nd th? Ipweft or- 
ders of beings in the univerfe. And the gk 
ying us. this "QonJHtution is an ijluflriows inftancb 
of the Divine goodnefs, and naturally leads ui^ 
to conceive of thje J)^it^ zs abfdutely 2Sid. perfeA^ 
^ benevojent. 

It may indeed ften^)^ at fir ft view, as though; 
there was an argument rather proving the impetw 
feSioH: thm perfeUifin of the Deitfs kettevolence^ 
But it is far otherwifc^ For it is by means of this 
^ompoun^ make^ that inanimate nature is not only 
enjoyed but perceived to have keauty and order, and; 
to be a contrivance worthy of the Supi-eme Crea- 
tor. The inferior kinds, are varioufly capable of 
a lower fort of happinefs, from their relation to, 
and fituation in^ this material world : But this, 
is alL Being deftitute oireajoui at leaft in any 
confwieira,ble vatz^urty Jenfttive enjoyment* is thc: 
highejl tfhey can attain to.. \t " \i the \?nir 
on of reaft)^;2in^fenfey in fuch z: fuperior, d^greei, 
that enables us men, at the fan c time that we 
^oy fe}tfitive good^ in comaion with the irM 

ferior i 




^i(?f crcaturcs^td difccrn thri wif4omian4 powers 
4nd beneyolence, o{ the Deity^ herein difplayed* 
An4 it is.frofli hence alfo/ that we becpmcl 
tapable of that more noMe happinefs> which x% 
the refiilt of the exercife of reqfon upon the or* 
iier of the ^teriai worlds and the adjuftmenC- 
of bodily organs cheireto^ ib as to bccafipn iq^ 
xtiudti jenfititji pleafure* In a wor4, if thfrcj 
Had not been fome order of beings, like us» of. 
a vampoand niakei who were, at once^ qualified 
for enjoyment from thi? tnaterml worlds and foj^ . 
per€ei*Oingy in fome meafure, the connexions and ^ 
flepcndencies by means whereof this is accom-<< 

E' ilhed : I fay, if there had not been fdme^ 
:h rdcr of creatures, this material world rtiuflj. 
ve been comparatively loft. No honor wouldj^ 
in arttf^/w way, have been reflefted on xhcDeftyi, 
and little, very little, of that happinefs woulfl 
iiave. been enjoyed^ which there is now a pro- 
per foundation laid for^ according to the efta- , 
Dlifhed courfe and order of nature* So that fuck - 
IT conftitution as our's feems to have been ^e- 
tcffary in order to a compleat difplay of that 
il^oi. this material world was fitted to produce: 
iina it looks as though it «^as principally made 
with a view to us meUy and that the inferior crea- 
ture's, in their v^W^of kinds ^ were formed for the 
prevention of needlejs ^ifoids^znd to f Hup this fyftem t 
To Which purpbfe they are admirably fitted, 
•s,»by their gradual and infenfible ftibordina- 
ti.;n, they make it the ieft coherent whole, in 

ita kindtf 

It 
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* It is not pleaded, that we are, by this rrifil • < 
pound make, t\it tnojl ^erfiSl beings that can bie; 
Krought into exiftence : Neither is thi« htcef- 
ftry in order to the w?r/ /r^r/%? difplay of be-' 
nevolence. It is fufficient, if by this make^ 
we are Ifirted for the world to which we are* 
ifiorc efpecially related, and rendered capable 
<jf as much haffinejs as rs proper for beings ift . 
wrjitudtiony Vind otBUng fuch 'a pari in the'-^^- 
neral plan for the manifeftatibn of good. ' • 

' Neither is it preteiided^ that this tc)npoWi' 
conflitution is hot liable to inconveniences. Fori . 
fo far as we are materialy be the matter of which 
Tte are made what it will, or om bodily brga^^' 
nization what it will, we muft of colirTe W 
fubjedt to thbfe lawSy by which the inaf&iai'^oxMit 
we are reUted to, is governed. And, iffbnr.c^ 
inconveniences lliould arife herefrom, it ought to ; 
be attributed, not to want oi goodnejs in thtDeity\\ 
b\it to neceffiiy in the nature of things : efpecialy * 
if it appears, that he has, in the beft conceiv- 
able manner, taken care to prevent thefe inccn-^' 
vcniences ; as we fliall prefently fee that he has. 

And fo Iproceed to a ^//?/>.^/cGnf:deraticn of' 
ifoth parts o{ our frame, in order the more fully 
to illuflrat'c the Divine benevolence frolii its dif- 
f)lays towards usy the high^ order of beings ift 
this fyftem. 

Our lo'tjoer pari firfl: prefents itftlf to view I 
As to which, we are allied to the /;//mcr4<:in(1s/ 
ar^d partake, in common> with them, of a ho-^ 
dily organization yV^nd^ving us capable of pleafur^* 

in 
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!n variotis ways: Though we are highly iet 
'above them, even With relpeft to this our ^sn/f - 
^mal part. Its ^exterior form has greatly the .pre- 
eminence i ks bearing die evident marks of fupe- 
yior beauty and tnajefty'. And the fame may 
t)s faid of its feveral tnembirs ; which are fitted 
'for a much greater diverfity of ufefiil exei-ti^ 
*bns. BefJdeSi it is ^endowed with fome poVe'r«> 
'which they are deftitute of: Such is the power 
of fpeech i and fuch are the powers- of percei^o- 
Ing beauty and harmony in the objefVs oi ftghi 
and of hearing: All whidh are rich fources of 
gootly, and adminifter unfpeakably to the benefit y 
and ^fc%>&/, of life. The advantage, it is true, 
Wouldj in fome refpeds, have been on the fide 
of the creatures ^^/(?^ us, had not the union of 
Yea/oh Vf\t\ifenfey in our conftitution, turned the 
fcale in our favour. They have a quicker fa- 
gacity, with rcfped to the things whiqh belong 
to their prefervatiori and fafety. They furpafs 
tis, at leaft many of them, in the natural firm- 
fccis of their make, whereby they are better fit- 
ted to endi^rc hardfhips. They can mofe ea- 
fily provide themfelves with the means of fub- 
filtence, not being Called to that labor and 
pains, which nature has made necefi!ary for us. 
And they foonet come to an ability to fhift 
for themfelves. And this difpojition of fhings 
is jull as it rnight be expedcd it would be,, 
upon the fcheme of perfe£i benevolence. For, 
the giving thofe Creatures the advantage, in thefe 
fefpefts, is, on the oae hand> a fit difplay of 

M goodjQiefs 
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gpodnefs towards therri ; as they have onlj^ theif 
appetites and iAjHn£isy with a hw degree of rea^ 
forty at mdft, to guide and direft them : Andj 
on the other* hand, it is no Evidence of any i&- 
fe£i of goodnefs tol«rards tis^ bfecaufe beihg en- 
dowed with r^^fon and underftandingj in a cofti- 
paratively high degrees the advantage^ by this 
means, turns greatly oh our fide j as indetd 
it ought to do* If they havfe a ftrongct ani- 
mal lagacity, otir larger degree of reafon ii 
more than a balance for it. If they are, any 
of them, more robuft in theii- makei ^e ard 
notwitftanding better able, by thfe hdp of cur 
reafon, to guatd ourfelves, than nature has 
guarded them. If they are fup()ortcd with lefs 
card, we, by the eXercife of reaibny can miakeoui' 
greater card apleafi]fre,and,by means of it, bring 
in a much richer fupply for the comfort of life; 
And if it is in a more gradual and leifurcly 
way, that we come to the t^fe of otir animal 
powers, tve can, by the help of reafon, 
make the'm mofe extenfively ufeftil afterwards^ 
by employing them to a vaftly greater variety' 
of good purpofes. Bcfides, cuf animal U2M 
is originally made for a lofiger duration i ahdtW 
time required in otder to its coming to its per- 
fe6t ftate, may be, irt the beft manner, adjufted 
thereto. And furthcf, as we are defigned fof 
intelleHxal and moraly as well as animal growthi 
this method of coming to maturity y by flow and 
gradual fteps, ifiay be the moft fuitable em to 
promote thefe f ever al intent ions y as united in thtf 
fame conftitution^ So 
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So that there is no comparifon between the 
inferit^ creatures, and us men. We have niuch 
the advantage qf them ; At leaft> we arc q\»al5- 
fied to turn the balance in our own favour? For 
it is in our power, by the help of our under- 
ftandings* to reader our animal Iff e far more 
cafy and happy, by guarding it agairxft inju- 
ries ; by providing for it neceflaries i by di- 
verfifying it;s pleafures; by naultiplying itsde<« 
lights I and by refining and exalting its en- 
joyments* ii> a variety of way§, u.ot within the 

' reach of their capacities* 

But we Hav^ qonfidered as y^t oijly that tow-' 
ir fort of happinefs we are furnifhed for, by 
means of our animfil make^ This,, it is true, is 
very ctmfiderable : And ma^ikind have fuch ari 
opinion of it, if we may guefs' at; tKeir thoughts^ 
by their pia^tice. Yor fenfuak pleafures are thc> 
great pbjeft of thjeir purl^t^ Xc^Q. noany in- 
.dulge to thenfi^ as though they w:ere defignei 
for no. higher happinefs. Our fault indeed is, 

* not that we have no value fojF animal gratifi^ 
cations,, but that we value th.eni too highly, an4 
place too nxuch. ofour happinefs, iatKem.x, as 

. they contain only- xhploweji iprt of good, we aijc 
fitted for th^ enjoyment of,, by njeans of oqr 

- 4nimal part. For it is. to bjc rcngmiembcred,. 
That a great proportion, even of that happi- 
aefs which is proper to, us, as intelligent ^^ndmc^ 
w/ agents, origin(ites/m our animal frame, which 
£jts us, by its various, well adjufted organs, ta 
OAVQ: cojun^urucatipn. with the m(itmal worl(^^ 

in 
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in a certwn ftated wayy cftablilhcdby the au-L. 
thor of nature. How many of our ideas are wo bc-j 
holden to owr fenfe^ for ? They ^e indeed xhtfrif^ 
mary inlets to the materials of knowledge, tl^e truO: 
foundation of aU ^telJeSual, b.appinefs... It iat 
from hence, in a great mcafure, that our reafon^i; 
imagination^^ invention,, and other mental pow-^^. 
crs, are fupplied with, objefts, which not only: 
employ their exerciftf^ but yield thofe various 
pleafure§ which vaftly furpafs the higheft animaLj 
delights. Nay, even the /octal and mpral hap-i 
pinejfs we are fbrnied for, "takes rife, in part at 
leall, from our anmaimtutCj by means pf whicht 
we become vijiile to, and coftverfible with, eacK 
othcr;^ and capably of interchanging thofe varii*. 
ous office? of juftice, and kindnefs, and friends 
Jhip, which chiefly lay the foundation for thofi^ 
moral and /(j^*/^/ pleafurei?, which are the moft 
refined and exalted we ^re rnade capable of enjoy- 
ing : Nor, unlefs we had ppfleffed fuch materi- 
al bodies, could there have been thofe ways of 
communion with one another which, 90w take 
place, or thofe occafions for helping and plea- 
fing c^ch other, which fo frequently arife from 
our prcfent conftitution, and give fo large a 
fcope {orjoqial and rnpral exent^es^ and thof^ fyx 
blime pleafures which are the refult therefrom^ 
Befides all which, it is oyripg to our anima\ 
frame, that we have Jenfes ^nd af petit es to rc- 
ftrain within the bounds of ^ juft decorum 5 
which conftitutes a proper fphere of dominion 
for Out reafon, and gives opportunity to employ 

It ^ 
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^ to very cxceile nt porpofes, by putting us ujK 
(yi the praftice of fpbricty, chaftity, and mo-^ 
^eratio^ thofc private virtues which tend td 
cnnob^te-^e mind^ ^nd prepare it for the moft 
exalted exercifes ^ncl en^.qyments it is made capa* 
i))c of. 

i^nd it is th.is^ yiew» of the infmor part of oitr 
canftitudon^ that gives usi the tru^ 2LXid full xdcz 
q( its main deGgn ^nd ufe. We fhould enter- 
tain but apopr loY^ thought o(o\irbcdily organl- 
^aliony if we looked upon it as cbntrived for 
no higher aa end, th^n cneer animal gratifica*- 
cioAs. it ^zs proper indeed^ fqr many rea- 
sons, that it fhcKild he furnifhed, as it really li^ 
for this kinc^ of pleafure : But tlxe g^eat thing 
aimed at, by the Jkityy in employing fp. mjlich 
(fcill in a,ijufting^the ftrufture of our bodies, 
wasj that l\e might fie us, by this means, for 
fuch a communication with matma} nature^ as 
might 1 ay the bed foundation for thofe intelleSluali 
and moral' ex^rcife^j ixnd t\it nobk pkajures refult- 
|ng. therefrom, which fo highly exalt our ni- 
(ures, ju(lly giving us the firft place among the 
liunierousi cl^es of beings ^hicl^ inhabit thi^ 

T may properly add to what has hitherto be^n 
-f;ud, that the JPcitfs hnevclence^ with refpeft to 
our infmpr part, is conlpicuous, not only in the 
fcjStive good lic has fitted it to be the means cf ta 
Remind, Uiit in the care he has alfo taken to 
U^ifre it againji inconveniences. It may .poflibly 
^ thought, xhzt perfeSf goodnefs would hiytab^ 

Jolutely 
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JohitAy freed our M^ei from ^^ incoftvofieffci^ 
whatfoeyer. But this may be only a mift^kc 
of our own^ It is certain, in point of fa&, that 
that bodily organization, whereby we are fitted 
for the pe^cQptibn of good, is liable to be dif- 
^dered^ yea, dejiroyed^ in numberlefe waya : Nor 
fan we fay^ that it was ^oJJibUy in th^ nature 
pf things, abfqlutely to have Jecured it froixi thi^ 
Uabknefs to difturbahce^ AH tlierefore that canj, 
with reafon, be required of the Deity ^ upon the 
liheme of ferfe£l ben^olencey is, that he'fhould 
provide for the fecurity of our anifnal-ftruSur^ 
againft mif/chitfy ii\ the b/efr manner thacwas con- 
fiftent with the operation of thofe laws^ he ha^, 
cftabliflxcd for th(& difplays.of hfe goodne& tOr 
wards this fyftem^ And this, fo far as we are* 
able to judge> he has adu;3Llly doiie j partly, By 
putting it in our power tA contrive fuitablc 
methods for our own fafety j and partly, by 
planting within us a variot(/ly i!;?^^///fe^ 'principle 
bf Jeif-prefervation^ urging us on to avoid every 
thing that we apprehend will be hurtful to us :^ 
But prinqpally, by annexing the Jenfation af 
fain to thpfe toughes uppn our bodily fnecbanijniy j 
which tend to dijlurb its orders \ hereby rouling, 
the principle o( Jelf-lovdi and putting us upon 
the moft effedjtual exertions, ia ord^r to ^ our 
own fecurity. And wherein could the VeitJ- 
have contrived Uett^r for our being guarded 
againft mifchief? I know indeed that- the very 
capacity of perceiving pain is urged as an argu- 
ment againflr the benevolence of the Deity : 1^ 

with 
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With hbthirtg; liiore than Ififi bare fhadow or 
ireafbn. F^or it is a «(?/? u/eful capacity. Even 
the principle o( Jelf-prejsrbationi with all its ap-^ 
pendages fVom the bodji and aiTillances front 
the mindy would have been effentially defeSiite^ 
Vasit hotforthisadditional^/;9i/^/iirj: Nor is it con^ 
ceivable,hoW we coilld have been^in any .tolerable 
nteafiirei fecUred it from danger^ without (bmd 
iuch expediini as this. Some warning feems to 
have been abfolutely neceflary, efpecially to 
creatiit*es,Whdfe knowledge o( the material worlds 
and its capacity to do them hurt as Well as good^ 
IS not intuiiiiie, biit gf^adual and expertmental ; as it 
. |i^ befl: it Ihould be for many reafons : Some of 
' twhich we riri^y have occafioii to mention here- 
' after : I fey, loihe warning of the mifchiefs we 
kre expofed to, * in fuch a world as this, was 
heceflary : And what more proper one than 
ibaty which makes (very thing hurtful at the fame 
hme painful? What Warning Ihort of this would 
have bcenefFe6kual to have anfwered the purpofed 
fcnd ? Notwithftartding the new force otfiimulusy 
herefrom awakening the principle oi felf-prefer- 
Vaiion, we are carelefs enough in guarding our- 
felves againft even thofe things which we kno\v* 
to be hurtful, by feeling tliat they are painfuh 
And was it not for the fenfation bf pain^ which 
We are fo ready to complain of as inconfiftent 
Ivith goodnefs, in the Creator, we fiioiild not 
enjoy any happinefs in comparifon wiih w{iat 
we do now. It is this that roufes our ^ittention 
^6 guard ourfelves againft thofe external objefts 

that 
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. that may caufc Wounds and bruifes, or iii ahy 
other way dpmifchiefto our bodies: It is this 
' Ithat irinds usofiire neceffity.of food and raibienti 
iand pat$ trs upon the ufe of wc propferry to 
c',fopply natuire in thcfe J-efpefts: And it is this, ill 
one word, more th^n any thing in our cohftitu- 
on, that tends, to mak^ us cautious and pru- 
' dent, looking about, anid;cjtiploying our thoughts 
and pains diat We may enjoy life with as little 
.. inconvenience as may be* So that tht Jenjatim 
[ cf pain is a noble contrivance for good^ and 
, ibrpngly argues benevokttte in the 'Creator^ rather 
than the contrary. It is indeed xht grMd ex- 
•pedient to prevent thofe inttmventencesy Which^ljad 
it not been fpr this contrivance, muft havfet^icii 
inevitable^ ,And as to thofe that aiip ft), hbtwltli- 
ftanding this provlfion of nat'uie,' fuch as the £]- 
pojition of our animal frafney and thbfe dijcrders to^ 
tire naturally fubjeSled to, we Iball particularly 
take notice of them, hereafter> in a more prb- 
per place; 

in the mean time, let us go to the loiberfari 
of our conftitution, whereby we are allied to 
the high^ order of beings in the iiniverfe, and 
rendered capable of intelieSlunl and moral flea- 
JureSy the higheft in kind that are communicable 
from the Deity. And here it will be Worth 
while to be a little particular in illuftrating the 
Creator's benevolencey froni the frovifton he hal 
made for our enjoyment of both thefe forts of hap- 
pinefsn 
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^, . . To begin ^ ith the care Re has taken; to pnv- 
Vide fur our enioymieht of intelleSual happinefs ; 
\^hicb \^e ihall IhaW to be* fuch as is fumcienc 
to lead us into an idea of him as prfeSlly and 
HihJoluUly bineoolenU 

The «>^»/tf /.capacities we areendowed with Here 
:0roperly come into conuderation* Audthefc wc 
fliall find, upon inquiry, to , be wonderfully 
iuiaptedr to qualify us for intelleSual acquire- 
ments ; it is not indeed conceivable how an order- 
beings fituated as. v^e are, -^ ftiould have been 
better furnifhed for this noble purpofe. 

Our mental capacities are of -two. forts. .The, 

j^rft furnifhes^Us with the w^<?r/4f/f of knowledge;; 

the other qualifies iis fpr the proper, ufe ofthexp.: 

/the powers furnifhing ,4is with the w^/^rwi^ 
T^f knowledge zrc /en/ation rmi refleiiioH i both 
which are admirably fitted to anfwer the end 
Jfbr which- they were implanted in us. 

Sen/ation, the firft of thefe,.is that capacity by 
nieans of which impreffions . from .witbmt become 
perceptions withiny variouity aJBTefting the mind, 
and giving rife to what we CdXi^fible ideas. And , 
\n vain had our bodies been fo curioufly fitted 
With organs^ and external objcas fitted, by their 
mediation, to make impreffions on our ininds. 
Was it not for this capacity. JBarely a iufcep- . 
tibility of impreffions, from materialnatureyVirouldi . 
not have been fufftcientfor the purpofes of /;/- 
ielUgence^ Befides this, a \percetving power in the 
mind was necefTary. And it is in confequence 
of this, that fi^rporw/ objeas, by the medium 
' N gf 
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of bodily' orgaiis, are the occ^fion of vaqouS 
diftinft fenfatio'nsy prcfentirig to the vit^ of thtl . 
underftanding fo many ideas, as objefts to em-* 
ploy its exei*cile. The inferior creatures^ it is 
true, arc f#rmed with this capacityi in comm on 
with us men ; but with this difference. It was 
planted in them for the fake of anifnal lifty as 
ah ej^pedient to render that comfortable and 
happy; wheteas tbe zxt endowed With it, not for 
thi3 end only y nor yet frincijalfyy h\it that we 
might bcf fumilhcd with the proper materials fof, 
the acquffefticht of knotl^ledge, and the enjoyment 
of that ^/^^rtf which refults therefrom.- And a 
noble capacity it is to this end. It is from 
hence that We derive all otiT fenjtbte ideas ; that 
n to fay, all our ideas of color ^ tdfiey/gundy ligbii 
heaty coldy arid, in a word, whatever ideas we 
have of exterrial objefts, of ahy of the model 
or properties that belong to therti. 

The other power, furnifhtng us wnh tht fna-^ 
/mWj of knowledge, \% refle^iofty oh the mind's 
ability to look withinj and take notice of it$ 
own operations. And thefe, thus obfcrvcd, give 
rife to another fet of ideas, different in kind frotn 
thofe we received from feirfation. Ne%x> ob-* 
jefts, by the excrcife of this faculty, are pre- 
iented to the view of the mind, which have no 
apinity with external nature ; ftich as thinkings - ' 
^ 'Willing^ knowingy believing^ coultingy Icvingy ho-' 
pingy fearingy and the like : Fcnifhing the ma^. 
terials for a new fort of knowledge, fuperior in 
ks nature to that wliich rcfults from Jenfthli 

idca^ 
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ideas, and fuited to yield ws far more exalted 
plcafure. It is from this fet of ideas that we rife • 
above the matprial world, and are enabled to 
turn our view to moral objqfts, in the mental 
iurvey €if which we may entertain ourfelves 
Vith the higheft fatisfadion, 

Thefe now are the inUtSy and the only ones, to 
all Qur ideas : Infoanuch that we have no noti- 
on inour nundsjUor can fornri anyjDut from the 
ideajs we receive in tbo/evf^y^^ * Bwtyet, we have 
no realbm to coniplain for want o(intelfe£fual 
ptateriak. It is true, the J&»p/^- /^<^i originally 
jet into the niind, whether hy Jgnjation^ or.ra- 
fieilhfisy are but fewi^ : Yet, .they are. capable 
of being put together with fuc;h variety as to 
rnake «tf :y» complex $nei almoft ta irtfinityv Sorcai 
conception we n>ay franf)eof this,^.fitomthc com- 

gofition of ze;(?r^4 out of the fe/A?r^ of the alpha- 
et. Xhe/e^i though few ii\ number, are yet 
fufficiei\t for die- formatioa o£^^ords withottt 
ffid : Whi^h Words are agairi; Qzp^q of being 
placed in fuch, pofitionsx with* |elj).e<9: tp. each 
other, as to b^ proper figr\s fQr-^^e conveyance 
of all manrxer of tiruthstoth^cninid, Inlike man- 
ner, o,\}r.Jl^le'UeaSyXhi:mg)\not vecy numerous,^ 
^re yet capable of being co/npoun(^ediba»toe»- 
\kihhnew images b^eyond account : And thefe com- 
plex form^ arc again capable of bciin^ puf tpgethor^ 

with, 






T am not coavhiced, by any thing I have ffe^n -wrote upoht 
the fubje($, th^ we have any ideas* but what take rjfe firoib 
fenfation and rejUSUm^ or that we can have any, upon the 
pr<4cnt rflablifliment of nature, any other way* They are aJl 
4^riY^d from this fource, and may be traced up to it* 
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with almoft an infinite variety. So extenfive is 
'^^t ground tvoft laid by thofe powers -of j&ij/Z?/i- 
in and refleilioni for aeqilirem^rits in knowkdgl^^ 
^ndinenfal pleafure tht confequerice therefrom; 

The other Jofi of facukies, er thoft which 
qualify us for the wfe of thefe materiials of know^ 
ledge, are foch as thefe* 

The firft is, tJie mind's ability to lay up the 
ideas it has received,ih either of the above waysj^ 
•as if were, in ttore for ufe afterwards, with a: 
•readincis to revive them> without th© prefence- 
■ of external objefts, or the help of thofe inwani 
reflciftions, by which they were at firft occafion- 
<d. This is done by the memory; which is ar 
neceffary faculty. .For, the mind not being ca- 
pable of attending -to many ideas at once, we 
ihould have been but poorly qualified for pro- 
-ficicncy in knowledge, had we not been en- 
dowed wi:h a power to recall ideas into view, as 
we might have occafion for them, after they had 
lain out of fight. And this ability we are ac- 
cordingly furniftied H^ith : Nor is it a m*eer* paf- 
Jive one ; but dependant, in a good meafufe,. 
on the wiil. • It is true formerly in printed ideas 
will Ibnietimes obtrude themfelves upon the 
mind, and com.e uhdefired to the view of un- 
derftanding : But this notwithftanding, th,e 
mind can of choice lay up ideas ; and is able to 
a good degree, as it pleafes, to recall them. It 
can, on purpofe, e n* ploy itfelf this way : And 
the read inefs, with which it often revives the 
perception of pall ideas, is really aftoniihing.—i- 

I 
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I need not fay any thing to point out the uje^ 
'/^ifi^/s of this faculty, and the nnighty hdp it 
!S fitted to afford us in inlelleStual acquireniients. 
Were we not thus furniflied, we Ihoujd neccf- 
faiily be confined to /^rg/g;?/ ideas> as they might 
happen,- in ' a ^ajjive way, to be excited in our 
•rninds : Whereas now we have it in our power 
to employ our thousrhts on any ofthofe ideas 
^hich have, ^t any time, been irnprinted on oiir 
iTiincis, as we are f leafed to call for them, in 
the purfjit o( int^lteSfual happinefs. And what 
an iJnlpeakable advantage is this ? It Hot only 
makes the w^y to knowledge much eafier and 
qiiicker than it could otherwife have been; but 
greatly .enlarges the capacity for it, by laying 
*a proper "foundation in our natore for very con- 
fiderabl'e attainments in this kind. 

Another power is difcernment ; by which I un- 
derdid an ability to difiinguifb ideas from one 
another, according to the real difference there 
i? between them. And a very important ' fa- 
culty this is. Without it the former faculties 
would be, in a manner, uftlefs. It is not meerly 
the power of receiving ideas, or the power of 
' recalling them into view after their difappear- 
^ncty thit would have been fufficie;nt for attain- 
'imcnts in' knowledge. A faculty to dijcrttninate 
fhenA fr^m one another was further neceffary : 
'Not* otherwife would our thoughts have been 
any other than 'fo many confufed ideas. What 
we call judgment is chiefly dependant on this 
•i&culty. . It confifts in the mind's readinefs to 
^ . . . , difcern ' 
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difccrn the difference there is between ideas ^ 
And the mt.re nicely ^nd accurately it i$ abl^ 
to diftingui(h thenij^ the better acid ianore pcrfeft 
is the jud^ent. It is owing to this faculty 
that ideas he clear and determinate, in the mind j 
fincl by the help pf it we are not only prcfcrvc^ 
from perplexity in our notions, but from mifr 
takes alfo;^ arifing fron\ a fcepning likenefs m . 
ideas when they really differ. Itis^^.in {tart^ 
in c? nfequence of this faculty, that wc are able 
t-"» reaf »a clearly and f>lidly, fetting beff>re out 
own yiewj^ ^nd th? view of others^i^ the evidence 
C'f truth in a ftrong and ftti$fa6tpiy pfiint of 
light. The ujefulnefs of this faculty may b^ 
learned ft ^m thofe '^er(;eftionf of trutki whicJi 
have taken rife fn^nci u, to the increafe of know«i 
ledge, in.fo many inflance^, redounding fa 
greatly to the benefit of i;nankind.. 

Another power the mind is fiirnifh^d with^ 
is that (>f (ompoundingy ^nUrgivgy apd diifiinijhing^ 
the ideas that have been let into it : By means 
w'^ereof it is capable, in ^fenfe* of making nenh 
0bje^5 of perception^ by prefenting to the view 
< f the nnderllanding the originaiidtzSy received 
hjjenfatkn rrefle^ioti, in tfew complex forms with* 
out end. In o»nfequence of this compounding 
p «wer, 'vye hecome^ a§ it were. Creators \ being 
able t) frarne images at our pleafure, hereby mulr 
fiplyingxht obje<tl&, of thought, and giving ccca-. 
fion f r infinitely various f{ew perceptions y accr.mn 
panied with pleafure, we muft otherwife hav^o 
ieen ftrangersi to, The imagination is" chiefly 

employed 
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tmployM in this work o^ making ite^ complex 
ideas. It is able indeedi with quickhcfs and vi- 
Vacity, to revive former inlages ; but its powef 
lies principally in framing new forms or Jpeciei^ 
Which exill only iri ConCeptiuil. And a i^.nder- 
ful faculty it is to this purpofc; HcjW admirably 
quick is it iil its operations ? How fuddenl/ 
dan it unite and blend togethet the m ft diftant 
i.dea3i varying them from their fimple origin 
ialSi ind fctting them before the mind with in- 
finite diVetfity ? This power, it is true, is pecu-» 
Harly liable to dbufe. It may be proftituted to 
irain and bafe pitrpofes. It may be debafed 
with mean images, ot polluted with vicirus 
ones* But yet, it is in itfelf a noble capacity i 
And had we hot been endowed with it, th<^fc 
excellent produ6tions of art and genius Would 
ilever have had a being, which are lb varioufly 
fitted, bnth for the fefvice of life, and the enter-* 
taininent of the miild. 

A ftill moi*e ufeful power. iS that wheteby we 
afe enabled to affenlble ideas in various fojitioni 
affd atrangementSj in order to compart them toge-* 
ther, and view them in the rgfpeSis and relations 
tftcy beaf to each other. , Jt is owing to this fa- 
culty that' We perceive new truths. For every 
difitfent juxta-pojttion of ideas exhibits to thel 
niind lome agreement- or difagreement it was 
not befoi:e acquainted With j and opens to its vieW 
fome new dt/covery. This faculty, as eniployed 
\A finding out new truths, by placing ideas irt 
various po/iticns or orders with refpeft to each 

oth^fj 
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Other, is what is principally meant by inventhm. 
But as it is employed in placing invented truibs^ 
or propcjfitions afrea;dy perceived to be. truth^^ 
ip Uke^^/i(?»j, in order to deducie ftiU other 
truths^ it is called reqfontng i Which is the nohleft 
and nroft iifeful operation of the mind, airf 
that, indeed for which all ics faculties were prih- 
t:ipaUy deilgned. , ^ 

The laft power of the mm^ which I Jhall 
nientiofl, and indeed I have Ldly ^n:enticned 
the foregoing ones ; f</r it would require a 
volume to enlarge teverally on them, as might 
eafily be done : I fey, the laft power the mind 
is furnilhed with ijs that of a^railion ; by ivhich 
it m^e^ particular idea general onttk And this 
it does by withdrawing or feparatingfrom. them 
thefe and tJiofe circumftanCes Vrhich accompia^r 
hied. them, as excited by f articular objciEfe, and 
confidering them in that general vieW onfy> 
wherein many other objefts do agree with them. 
As for example :— -The fame idea, fignified by 
the term rednefsy being perceived to day upofl 
the fight of a cherry y which was peirceived ycf* 
terday upon the fight of a hricky and the day 
)before upon* the fight of bloody the mind ccn;* 
Tiders this idea a0railed frcm thefe. farticulot 
vbjeiJSy or at lead thofc c«. hcomitam ideas whicH 
acc(;mpanied its percepti(in from each of thciHi 
making it a general idea c.mprehending all 
exigences that agree in being red. And to this 
faculty we are behvJden for the benefit of lan- 
guage, Fartiiukr mm^i fc^r ;^artHuIar ideas wculcj, 



^ 



' t>1? trtE DEITY. 105 

.|Si a great mtafure^ have deftroyed the ufe of 
ipeeqh, by rendering it infinitely tedious. 
Jlbftra^ion is the remedy againft this. It is the 
mind's capacity to make general ideas that has 

ffiveri rife to general nsLvnts i by nrieans whereof 
anguaae is made eafy, and we are qualified witli 
convenient fpeed, by the intervention of words, 
Ipoken or written, to convey our thoughts to 
one another. Befides, it is of V-aft ufe, in ac- 
quiring knoMedge^ to have this power of con- 
lidering ideas in an abJlraSfed view ; as, with- 
out it, the making progrefs in underftanding 
yould have been an infinitely lengthy bnfinefs. 
And further, we have it in our power, by the 
help of this faculty, more fully and thoroughly 
to exaiTiine ideas then we could otherwife have 
done ; confidering them Jingly., and a-^art from 
all others, and fo as to have the compleateft 
conception of them, in their feveral properties 
and relations. 

Thofe now are the powers, qualifying us 
for inielleSiual acquirements. And how admi- 
rably fitted are they to this end ? MrJerial na- 
ture is, by this means, in a great mealure, fub- 
jected to our command. We can view external 
objedlsj even in their abfence, by their images 
retained in the mind ; examine their relations 
and dependencies j enquire into their properties 
and powers ; and inveftigatc numbcriefs truths 
concerning them : Applying them to the ufes 
of life^ or the entertainment cf the minJ injpecu^ 
lation. And this intelleSiual pleajure is always 

Q ready 
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ready at hand : And it will notj like ammal di^ 
lights pall the define, and bring on fatie y and 
difguft; but the oftner we repeat it, UiC mort 
we Ihall be delighted : For it is, in itfelf, a no- 
ble exercife, and fitted to yield continually 
growing fatisfaftion to the mind.*— Nor arc ^% 
confined to material nature only j bur, beiAg 
furnifhed by refeSioriy with another fet of ideas^ 
have it in our power to bring even the moratl 
world alfo under e:^amination ; enquiring into 
Its qualities, relations, and dependencies, and 
herefrom difcovering the moft important truths^ 
not only applicable to the purpofe of governing 
our own conduft, but of giving our minds the 
higheft pU :fure it is capable of from contefnfla% 
tion. It . from hence that we perceive^ a dif- 
ference of powers in our own coriftitution, fomc 
fupcricr^others inferior, and become, acquainted 
wich that government of them wherein confifti 
that moral oeconomy^ which is our greateft glory 
as men : It is from hence that we argue, with 
fo much probability, the exiftence of number-* 
lefs orders of beings, of like mental powers with 
ourfclves, though poflfefling them in far more 
exalted degrees : And, in fine, it is from hence 
that we are capable of rifingin our thoughts to 
the exigence of fome uncreated original being, 
at the head of all, endowed with the hightft 
pofnble perfeftions, in .the contemplation of 
whom the mind may take the greateft compla- 
cency. The forming us with faculties whereby 
we are qualified for fuch noble intelleBual at- 
tainments 
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teinments, evidently carries with it the marks 
of b^nevoUnae. Nodiing indeed but /uprem^ and 
ferfi^ goodnefsi, could have fo woinderfully 
adotned and endowed our nature* 

It is really acknowledged^ theje. €apa(itiesy aa 
planted in u$^ are but low and/maU, in com^ 
parifon with what we may fuppofe them to be 
ta many other beings above us. And this may 
ieem to fbme at> objedion, if not againft the 
ietmolence of the Deity in general, ye t againft 
that akfolutt perffffioM of it which we are plead- 
ing- for. But it is an objection of no great 
weight. For if thefe capacities in us, however 
low and imperfeft, in compa^ifoix with wliat 
ihey are in other beings, are well adjufted to* 
line ftate and circumftances of an. order of crea- 
tures bearingjfe^^ a part- in the general fcbem^, 
fin^ goody it is all that can be required of rear- 
Jmabk benevinknce^ though heightened to '^finity. 
Rad no 6ther beings, been brought into exif^^ 
tcnce bcfides us meny the objeftion, in this cafe>. 
it i$ owned, would have held good: But as we 
arc only one of the numerous orders that; con-* 
Itituce a general JyfienUy this quite alters the cafej 
makilg thofe capacities only an evidence of 
Vfife %siA reafonable benevolemei which are fitted 
fbr z particular party f\x&2L\n\n^fu!cb. a* pliteey in- 
the conftitution of this, whoU:. In this. view ot 
the matter, it is eafy to fee how benevolence 
may be infinitely perfeSty while yet the creatures 
that are produced by it arc varioujly endowed 
with capajcities, fQme^?wr> others infirior"^ 

Nor. 
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Nor CO' Id they otherwife have been fitted to 
fill the place affigned them in the chain of being ;^ 
Neither co^ld they have anfvered thofe good ; 
ends, they were farHcuhrly formed for. Had* 
the brute creatures, for inftance, been endowed 
with the capacities that belong to us meity they 
would have been utjfiP for the place they now 
take up in the creation : Neither could they 
have been the means of that goody they ar^. now- 
properly the occafion of. And the fame may. 
be laid of us men* Had we been endowed with 
the capacities of angels y we fhould not have been 
formed for Jucb a world as this, and for ai\|wer-- 
ing thofe ends, in it, which we arc now fitted 
,to anfwer, and it niight be neccflary (hould be 
anfwered in order to a full manifeftation Ct 
Diving good^efs. The truth is, tYit perfeSion oiP 
benevolence confifts, not limply in the largertejx^, 
of the capacities it beftows upon any beings, but. 
m ^ttin7 them to the ^^/e and cWcumfiances of 
beings m Jucb a fituatioriy and bearing Juch a- 
flacey in the general plan of operation for good ^ 
And if our capacities are thus adjufted, which 
cannot be difprcvedjit is all that gan renjcnablyh^ 
expefted. Itisnoargun.entofthe^^»/ot benevo- 
lence in the Creator, that they are not greater: Nay, 
had they been greater, the lenevQ}eiice difcoveredl 
would have been, in the fapie proportion, lef^ 
wife 2indperfe£l. 

It is confefTed likewife, that mankind are not 

endowed with tho/e mental po\7crSyin equal degrees. 

So far is this frorn the truth of faft, that the car 

pacitits of fcarce any twooDcn are exadly alike.^ 

Sopic 
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pome excel in one turn of mind, others in ar^o^^ 
0xer } fome have no gr-^at genius for any thing, 
others are diftmguilhed with a very extenfive 
one, fitting them for ahuoft every thing : And 
perhaps fome individuals in^the human fpecies 
differ as widely from others, in their rational 
powers, as thofp others d > from the next Ipcciesf 
below them. And this may polfibly be cfteem-r 
cdby fome another objcftion againft the plea wc 
are niaking for ^n ahJoluteVf ferfeSl principle of 
benevolence in the Deity. But neither dpes this 
appear to be an obje<5tion, carrying with it any 
confiderable forcfe. It may l^e, fome fuch di- 
verfityy as that which is vifible in men's mentaf 
powers, could n^t have been prevented, in con^ 
fiftency with th^ofe general lawsy according to 
which mankind wer^ intended to be made hap- 
py. One of thefe laws (which we have had 
occafion already to mention) puts it very much 
into men^s own power, by indullry and proper 
application, to enlarge their capacities, and 
inak^ progrefs in intelle6tual attainments : And 
in confequence of this law, a difference in men*s 
powers will be unayoidabia ; though yre Ihould 
even fuppofe, what perhaps is not true, that they 
were alike in their <7ri^f»^/implantation. Belides^ 
$he exercife of mental, powers, being, according 
to another law of nature, in fo great a mea^ 
iure, dependant on the mechanijm of the hody^ 
this alfo renders it impoffible but that they Ihould , 
t>e different j for a-difFerence in bodily cr^aniza- 
fion cannot but take place, in fuch a world ^• 
fhiSi, unlefs the laws of nature ihould be inter-* 

rujpted 
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r-ipted in their couHe, So th^t to ob}e6b againU^ 
% dijparity of mental p^wer^ is^ in true confe^ 
quence^ to objeA againit tbe gmerak pld^ ac«i 
carding to which this fyftem is niade, upheld^, 
and governed : Which, in fuch Ihort-fighted 
creatures asi we are, can be no other than ob^ 
felling in die dark, by urging that which finaUy^ 
terminates in our owp ignorance. 

But to come moredire^ly.to the point.«M 
This difference in oien^s capacities, whatever 
It i» owing to, whether a difference in their 
eriginal impl^nhitfvn, or a difference in the^-« 
dj^'s »^f/&i?//^,either of which amounts tet prc-^ 
cifely the fariic thing, in the prefent argun^cnt :, 
I fay,this inequality of powers isfo far from ^rgu«^ 
ing "UMnt of goodhefs in the Deity ^ that it ftrong** 
) iy illuftrates the glory and perfeSfion of it. 

Poffibly, the gradation in beings, by meani 
of which all Ipaccs are filled up, could not 
have been fo accurately compleat, unlefs there 
had been ^ difference between the individual^ in 
each Ipeeies as well as between the fpecies 
themfelves. Some dilparity between pten co^i- 
pared with one another, and between the 
creatures in every other clafs confidered, in t^c 
like comparative view, might be neceffary tp 
link together the fev^aljpecies^ fo as to make 
one coherent chainy without any void or chafm^ 

Or however this be, it is eafy to fee the prc^ 
f erai?lene/s of the prefentcon^iuniotito its contrary; 
as being better fitted to promote the happinef^ 
of fuch an order of creatures as, we are. Were 

our 
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our *^»/^ powers fo exaftly alike, as that one 
inan could not go beyond another, but cver^" 
man mull have within himfelf the whole fourc6 
of intelleftual fiifnitute, there would be norooni 
for that converfe between man and man, which 
is, in the prefent ftate of things, one of the 
chief plea/ures J as well as improvements of the 
ttiind : To be fure, it could not be carried ori 
with that mutual JatisfaStion it now may j nol^ 
could it turn out to fo great advantage. Bcfides^ 
if there was no fuch thing as one n-an's eyiceU 
ling another, as there could not be upon the 
prefent fuppofition, the ftrongeft JiimuluSy that 
ftow prompt* us to exert ourielves in order to 
enlarge ouf intelleftual powers, would be want-* 
ing i and by me^ins thereofour very powers them* 
ielves, fo far as we can judge, muft be in dan* 
ger of being rendered inaftive, and of decrea- 
fing in their fitnefs for exercife. And further^ 
if our capacities had been precifely the fame, 
that Juhordination in the human Ipecies, thoffe 
Juperiorities and inferiorities y could not have ta- 
ken place, without which life it(elf could not 
have been enj yed, in fuch a world as ur's, with 
tolerable comfort* And what is of yet greater 
importance, there would not have been the oc^ 
cafton for thofe interchangeable offices of huma- 
nity and focial kindnefs, which, upon the pre- 
fent fcheme, not only enlarge our fphere of mu- 
tual ferviceablenefs, but give opportunity for 
the exercife of many virtues perf eftive of our 
nature, and fitted to yield us high degrees of hap- 

piaef^ 
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?incfs we muft otherwife have been ftrangers td* 
/he plain truth is, the conveniences and plea- 
ftjres,poflible to be enjoyed by the human kind, 
do not feem to have been obtainable, in a world 
conftituted as this is, but byanunibn of counfels 
and endeaVours ; every one doing his part in 
order to prorhote the good df the whole. And 
different capacities are the requifite expedient to 
this purpofe. Thefe not only fit the fevcral in-* 
dividuals for reciprocal fervices, but fecure 
their mutual dependance «n each other ; here-* 
by properly linking them together, and nriaking 
way fr;r thofe various exertments which are ne^ 
ccuary for the common benefit. If mankind 
Could at all have enjoyed the advantage of fbci- 
ety, without this /;;^«/?/;/y of powers^ itisveiy 
evident that they could hot have enjoyed it to fo 
g >cd a purpole as with it. Their ht\n^*t}atiouf- 
ly end »wed is that which puts it in their pc^wer 
to be varioujly ujeful to each other, fo as that the 
happinefs of every individual mav heicby be 
increafed beyond what it could otherwife have 
been. And it is the infufficieney there is irt 
every man for his own happinefs by himfelf^»=* 
gly^ and alcney and his being obliged to depend 
en others for many things, with<.ut which h6 
muft be very uncomfrTtable, that is, in reality, 
the only ejje3ual bend that unites the human 
ipecies, fecuring their attachn ent to each othcr^ 
and ftimulating them to thofe mutual fervices, 
upon wh^ch the go:)d gf all the individuals' db«i 
v$:ry much depends 

ft 
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\ It \s ftiU further acknowledged, that our /»- 
''telleSlual powers, at firft, are ^eak and feeble^ 
'and it is in a flow and Uijurely way, under 
^due'cultVoatioriy and in the ule oi labor znd pains, 
that they gain ftfength, and advance to any 
tronfiderable degrees of their attainable perfec- 
tion. And this likewife may be thought an ob^ 
^jeSlion againft the plea for an alfolutely perfe£i 
rinciple of benevolence in the Betty. Bot it 
s, duly cortifidered, an argument rather enfor- 
cing this pleai than in any degree leflening its 
ireaj weight. 

■, Perhaps, ho n^ind, the infinitely comprehen- 
ifive one only excepted, can be fo perfeft as to 
be incapable q( progreffion in underftanding. For 
toAe degree of knowledge is fo connefted with 
^another; and fo naturally prepares the way for 
it, as that it may be an impoffibilititY but that 
feVery created rhtnd fliould be capable of attaining 
ftill higher degreer, of it. So that if we were at 
411 made capable of intelligence, it ihov.ld ieenfli 
fts th3ugh it miift have been, in general, in 
the Way of progrejjton. And as tp the partial - 
iar method of progrejjion that takes placL', with 
tefpedt: tothehuriran mind, it 'is the mofl na- 
tural and rational ont that could have been con- 
trivcdj f :r an order of beings conftituted in 
other refpects, and firuated, as we are ; as we 
Ihall evidently fee by going over its parts that 
ttre objected to. 

It is complained, that our faculties are weak 
t firft, and advance m SLflov; and gradual waf 

P . to 
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to their attainable maturity^ To which the rc^ 
ply IS, That, as the only ivay, accGrdijig to 
the eftablilhed order of nature^ in which the 
mind can be furnifhed with ideas, is by the 
niediiim of the b(;dily lenfes, and its owrt rc^ 
fle6lions afterwards, it was impqffibU but that the 
attainment lif knowledge, with refpcA to d$, 
fho^ld be in a Jlow and UiJ'urely tnanner^ And 
th M gh ouf faculties are feeble at firft, it is ^ 
they fhouldbef'y and an inftance of goodne(^, 
in the Creator, rather than the d ntrary. Fcr, 
It is to be remembered, they cculd be- of np 
manner of fcrvicc till fuppjied with pr* per ob-« 
jefts, and there had been time to learn the bfc 
of them. We muft have been, at firft, whatevtf 
was the ftate of our faculties, totally unacquaint-^ 
cd with ourfelves^ and with the World about 
tis : And is would have required time^ and expe-^ 
riencey and inJiruSHon^ before we ci uld have ac-s 
quired knowledge fuiRcient for the proper ap-* 
plication of any thing to the pufp*. fes of lite^ 
And as this is the c^ nditi( n cf ouf nature^ 
faculties feeble at firft, but yet capable cf gra- 
dually advancing t a mature Itate, fccm the 
lefi Jutted thereto \ f any We ct uld have bcea 
endc wed with. 1 here is evidently a ccngruiff 
and proportion between fitcli faculties, and the 
vutbod ace rding t which kn* wlcdge is attain-* 
able by fuch creatures as we are* Inftead (f 
having fac Ities in tYinx full fir engih ^,v\d 'vigor:i 
before it was p fTible, ccnf r ably to the dta- 
i^iiixcid wiucr vi AiaiLie^ thatwe cuuldnake the 
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ufe of thenn^ it fcem? much better tha* 
they (h'-'Uld gradual/ open and enlarge^ as ideas 
l>re gradually let int:) thenfi to e '^pl y their ex-* 
i^rcife^ and fit then for the offices and enjoy-^ 
ments of life. And perhaps the time of our com- 
ing to a mature ftate of fuculties;^ is, in the beft 
fanner, adjufted to the tiaie requilite f >r the 
Biindi togef fiored- with ideaSy and f irnifhed with 
^at jkillin the uje of tbenky which is proper for 
fuU grown p wers. B.efides, $s we come into 
the ^orld, and muft do fo according to the 
. ptf-efent laws of nature^ with infant^ bodieSy what 
Aorc fit than that we (h >uld have at firft in- 
Hint minds alf^^ ? Bow unfuitable woulda;»tf»^ 
^ffltur&^ ftate ofnfind'hfiy for an infant, hdy ? What;^ 
mif-matchcd compajnions would they be for 
each other ? St is moft ppoper, as the ia^ flow?*' 
ly and gradually advances to its attainable ma- 
turity, that themiWlhould do f^ likewife. There 
is, upon^ this fcheme, an apparent adjuftment 
tetweea the tvj:)grandparts <)f tKehumianframej 
^d it is all along prcfervcd in the joint pro- 
greis they gradually make tov/^d^ the maturitj^ 
they arc defigned to attain to. And, it may 
hp, th^t ftare^ of tuition and difcipline we are 
placed under, while we leifurely pafs through 
the fcyeral periods of infancy^ ckildhqody and 
youtb^ is the beft fitted- initiation^ into a ftate ct 
m^nboody or fuU grotmi faculties. It is certainly 
of eminent fervicein many refpcfts ; as.hereby 
opportunity is given, while ideas are. letting 
Intto the mind) and thp faculties are op^ning^^ 

9XA 
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and expanding, to intfcdcicc that attentivenefi^ 
teachablenejsy and mcdejl diffikencey which are the* 
grand prepsratives for confiderable attainirent^. 
in ufcfiil kntwkdge. And that exercife vhich, 
ve are new called to, and put upon, isthe mofl; 
natural and fuitable metbcd, net only lojlreng-^^ 
then and imprcve cvr faculties, but to fjcttn thiat;. 
ialit (f indujiry and diligence^ without whicl)( 
we ftall in vain think of advancing iij intelkcri 
iml pi.rfuits. And this lead.s to the other part; 
of the ccmplaint^ which is, ^ '- 

That our attainments iii knowledge are con- 
neded with care and labor j infomuch that v?. 
can never n?ake any ccn.Cderable prcgrefs . iij. 
iinderftanding, ur.lefs we apply otrlelyes, ^\xi^ 
diligertcey to cultivate and improve our minds^ 
And here it is queried. Why could not we havft 
been fornrcd, at oncq in the fatre deg'-ce of: 
v'ltelle^fual' ferfe8ky{ we are ever capable of at- 
taining to r And would not this haye difcoyered 
greater benevolence than is dilcovered in the ire- 
xliod that now takes place ? Why Ihould the, 
bentfit of inte])i<2;cnce be trufted, in fych a mea- 
furc, with ourldves, and be made to depeijcl 
vpon our own indullry ? What need of fo rnucli, 
painSj and fiich a tediou§ round-about way iiji 
orc-cr to knowledge, and the happinefs that li 
C( nfccuei^t thereupon, when ;t might haycbeeij, 
gi\cn at once, without fp n^uch ado ? To 
which the } roper anlwer is, that the commu- 
nication of knowledge, in the way here pleaded 
for, may be an inrpcffilility^ in the nature- o^ 

tilings i 



Qif THE DEITY. 

|hjings : Or, at leafl:, fuch a communkatian of^ 
K may be le/s fittedi upon the. whole, and ail 
^'hings confi^derecJ, for the produftion of fa. 
mufb'good, as is capable of heing. produced. ia 
the method that at prefent takes place. Per^ 
baps, the putting intcUcdtual attainments itita. 
the powfr of creatures themfehesy in a good mea-' 
fure, making them poffible only in the, way of 
due care and diligence ^ is the. befl adapted o£ 
any method, that could have been pitched upoa 
to produce the greatejl fum of happinefs. It it 
qertaia, that if as much knowledge, as we are 
ever capable pf attaining to, was the abfolute, 
gift of nature, and (if the fuppofiticn may not 
be thought an impoOible one) a. gift bellowed 
at oncje^ upoi> our firft coming into exiftence 5 
it is certain, I fay, that knowledge communicat- 
ed thi« way would not be an endowment that, 
had any value in it morally fpeaking :. For whicb 
rpafon it. could not be the fource of that flea-* 
f%re^ which might have refulted from it, had 
•it been an acquifition of our own. And it can- 
iiot be, denied, that pleafure is naturally con- 
- ncfted with the idea of knowledge, as the fruit 
qf our own induftry. We need only attend to 
our perception^, in order to be cpnvinced that 
y?t feel pleafure in viewing this quality under the 
rtotioh of a purchafe. of our own, in the way 
6/ diligence ; And it is indeed one of .the. 
bigheft and nobleft forts of pleafure we are ca- 
pable of enjoying. But, it is plain, thisplea- 
jkiic could not haye been perceived ; there* 
'" " ' would 
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ipiouhi haye been no fqundation laid for it a( 
nature^ if it was not in our oiyn power^^ by 
care and pains, to make intelle3ual impr^ve^ 
fKnis. It knowledge I^ad been the gift of th<f 
l^Uy^ independently of ourfelves^ we (hould 
kave had no reafon^ were we endowed with it 
in ever fo high a meafure, for the leaft fs^-ap*' 
frolra^ion on this account i Nor could we raii^ 
anally have enjoyed that pleafure which is novf 
a natural conlequence therefrom* So t^at thf: 
prefent method for the communication of «r^ 
ttlUdiual good is a better fitted one for the ptir« 
pofe, than that which is pleaded for in the cAh 
je6tion ; becaufe knowledge obJoltMly communH 
eated: is not c^pabjie of yielding /^ wnh happi« 
Acfs, as that which is attained to, by proper^ 
facalties, in the vSz oS. labor and pains : Foii 
there would be wanting' the cofaicious refledbioA 
on our own merii in the procurement of it : We' 
could not look upon it as our own acquifiiiofi, 
and confequentiy could not^ unlefs upon a falfc 
bottom, perceive that /elf-approbation^ froni 
whence alone can refult the nqblefi-khid of plea-ii 
ibr^ we are capable of. The truth is, it is re- 
ally beji that intelle^ual^ and indeed every othee 
kind of good, is made to depenc^ in fo great 
a*, meafure, upon our/elves,. For it is this that 
gives rife to the yarous exercifeof our facuK 
ties, affording, at the fame time, both proper 
fcope and reajon for their employment : Where- 
as, if good was communicated without the con-? 
currence of our own endeavours^ it is not eafil]p 

conceivaibleii 
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jjBoiiceivablcj hyt dserecotild heVe becfn^kM 
room or rea/on for thofe n ble exert iohSs whichi 
nipon the prefent plan, are properly called f rth^ 
Imd fuitably recompenfed. Beiidesi there €viuM 
be no ftich thing as any p$$ral attainment, i£ 
nothing could be acquired by the due exenii. 
cife ot our natural faculties. The capacity d£ 
making acquifitions, by our own ' endeavours^ 
fuitably employed, is the true and only bafis 
of all our moral perfedlion. It is in confequenck 
ef tJiifiy and this unlyi that we become capable 
of 'Oirtuiy and worthy uifrtnfe and commendaiim «? 
And had we not this power^ we Ihould be 
AOthing more thaii »i^^ /^^f<^/iw beings, wha 
do not aS, b it are a£leti upon : N* r, if w0 
were thus the pajive recipients only cf goo^ 
l¥<juld there ha /e lj^cii '<tii/ fiundici n laid in 
our nature, f')r the bi§^oeJi ^a J noHeJi af all plea-* 
fure I the plcafi»re 1 mean, which is confer 
45uent upon the refieftion on go d as uur own 
ditMmsni^ by a right applicati n f v^ur owil 
powers; 

So that, up n the whole, inflead ff com^ 
j^aining )f God f>r n t frniihing us witll 
powers, wonderf Uy contrived t ftt us f r in^ 
telledbual auainmentSt and the happuiefs con* 
feq^ient thereup n, we have reaiun rather t<$ 
ifcdmire the greatnefs of his benevolence. It 
dv;es not indeed appear, wherein he could havt 
dilplayed his goodnefs, as guided by wifd n\^ 
more confpicuoully than he has dune, to ait 

ftrder, q£^ bei0gs..iaifach..a world m .our's, an^ 
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tis fuftaining fuch a pkce in th^ fbale of ihtdU^ 
gent exiftences. „ 

I now go on to illuftrate thfe beneVolferice of 
the Deity^ by taking as concife a triew as I well 
can of thofe powers, he has endbwed us ^ithi 
fitting us for moral happinefs^ the higheft an^ 
being can be made capable of: And thbfej tbfc 
other mental powers, already mentioned, not 
being unattended toj are^ in general^ the fol« 
lowing on«s. . ^ 

The firft poWer iri 6tif nature [call it cdmiiioli 
fenfe, moral fenfe, moral difcernmenti or givt; 
it any .ther name that may be thought better] 
is that by which we are enabled at once; withr 
©ut the labor of a long train of feafoning, to diA 
tinguifh between mr^ral good, and moral evili 
in all inftances that are of primary importance/ 
and effentially cunnefted with the good of the 
moral world. 

There is an unalterable' difference betweeA 
virtue and vice,ur, what means thd fame things 
between moral good, and moral evil. They 
have their refpcftive natures, and are unfchange- 
able oppofitcs. Vicecannot be rnade virtue; nof 
on the contrary, can virtue be made vice. They 
are in themfelves what they are, and will remaift 
fo without variation, or the fliad(*w of turnings 
It is, on the one hand, fit and right, that We IhouW 
be pious towards God, righteous towards our 
fellow-men, and fober with refpeft to ourfelves; 
and, on the other, unfit and wrong, that wc 
4^Quld j^& impioud towards the Deitj^^ \iVk]^x% 
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te Mr t«.tme»t x>f tten, iurf iMe™p««e i« 
Ifche gratification of Our animal appetites : Nor 
IS it poffible this moral order fhouW be inverted* 
No will, na power, either of mtn, or angels, or 
Wen. the Supreme Ruler hi mfclf, can make it 
light to be irhpious, inftead of. pious towards 
(Bod 5 or linrighteousi inftead of righteous to- 
V*rds men ; or . intemperatfei inftead of fober> 
jin regard of burfelves. To fuppofe this, would 
ht to erafe the foundations of the moral fyftenii 
tp' deftroy the relation that fubfiils between the 
Creator and his creatures* and betweeil the 
features With- relpedt to one another^ and to 
hiake virtue and vice nothing rhore than arbi- 
^arjr hames> having in themfelves no certainly 
fixed nature. ^ 

'..And as virtue ahd^ vice^ moral gopdahd mo- 
J-al evil>.are thus, different from each other, fd 
is this difference obvioiifly and at Oncei per- 
ceivable by all mdrally intelligent mind$> Urtiefs 
Tth^y have been greatly corrupted; TheTe. may- 
indeed. be,inftances cC moral, condudi in rrtat- 
teiis of cdoiparitively fmall^importahcej with 
refpeft to which it niay be difficult tcl diftinguifh 
betweeri the right and wrong. . And the analog. 
*gy herci it may be worthy of notice, is very 
exadt betweeri the ftaturaly and the moral world; 
Light and darknefs may be fo .mixed, that one 
can .fcarce know which to call it. Sweet and- 
l^icter may be foi blended togecher, that it may 
l>p difficult to fay which is prevalent^ CdlorS. 
I0ay be fo dilated^ and placed gn a pioftrait;^, 

' . Q that * 
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that the eytot a fkilful painti^r may not he atsltf 
to difcem the precife point where one begihs^ 
and another ends* l^ut^ notwithftanding thdb 
ftiixtureB) light is never the fame thing widi 
darknefs, nor bitter With iWeet, nor one colof 
that of anc3ther; and chey are> unlef8'infu€hcom-« 
plicated cafes> readily and at once difl-inguiihed 
from each other* In like manner, there may 
be, and often are> in the moral worlds cafea 
wherein the boutidaries between good and evH^ 
and the fpot that divides them, may not be eafi^ 
ly, if at all, difceriied^ fo as to be able to fayr 
with precifion, here virtue runs into vlce^ and 
vice into virtue. But this hinders not but that| 
in the main and effential branches of moralityj 
the virtuous, and the vicious condudb may obvi« 
oufly be perceived, where the mind's perceptive 
power has not been, in a great degree, vitiated/ 
and hurt. And, in veiy truth> the God of nature 
lias, in his abundant goodnefs, fo formed our 
minds, and given us fuch a power of difcerti- 
ment,thatit muft be owing, unlefs we areideotSy 
or madmen, to fome heinous faultincfs, we our* 
^^Ives are jaftly chargable with, if we are not 
able, without difBculryj to difcern the difference 
right and wrong, in the more imjoj^tant points 
ofmoral obligation. Will any man, who has 
not ftrangely perverted the proper ufe of his 
perceptive powers pretend, that he cannot, or 
that he does not, fee it to be fit and rightf 
en the ne hand, that fuch a Creature as he 
ik'fg related tg Qgd| and dependant on himi 

ihoula 
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.ftould yielcj to him the lave of his heart, and 

liie obediends of hi$ life ; a^d, on the otheii, 

that it would be unfit and yrrong to withdraw 

his s(flfb<5lioa from hinl,^ and behave with difre- 

fpeSk towards htm I Will any man>in the due uie 

« hi$ difcejeAing power, calmly and deliberate- 

]kjr lay, that he cwnojt perceive it to be right* 

that he ilioul4 do to others, as he would they 

Iho ukl dn to hinrr, in like circumftances, and 

wrong, unalterably wrong, that he Ihcaild do 

otberwiie ? Will any nn^an, not having dalrki^n-^ 

4ed his heart, declare, fpeaking the truths that 

ke does, not f^e it tQ he rights tha£ he {houl<^ 

ffo^mrfK his. p.ai!k)ns^ a^nd keep hisk fenfbal ap^ 

•petites within, thio restraints q£ reafon ^ 

aadv ^^^t^ng) evidendy wrong, to give 

^ay to anger, wrath> m^ice^ and to take aa 

wibounded liberty in gratifying his ammal na* 

ture ? That man, he he who he may,^ if not 

•^oid of comrnon fenfe, is wholly inattentive tOi. 

4ts diftates, who.perceiyes na mpral difFerenccr 

between revering^ and mocking his. maker; 

between iieing honeftand knavish, in his tranf-*. 

-aAions. with, his neighbour ;< betvyeen beings 

chafte, and lewd i, betweenJUving fbberly and iiv 

the praftice of drunkcnjief& ? Qr if he does not 

perceive- the former to. be amiable virtu es^ and. 

the latter deteftable, infamous vices ? Thrmo- 

m1. difference ia thefe ways crf^ conduct is felC-. 

fsvidenf . There- needs no ai:gumentation, nci. 

feries of intermediate ideas, to point it ou(£,. 

d^c^iy a)Q.npipning then),^ ^yided it is done ic^ 
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words that arc clearly uxidcrftood, will at obc«j^ 
enforce convidiorb unlefs in ieeing men wi]\ 
not fee ; in which cafe it would be a vain thing 
to exped^ that reafoningihould have ^a eSe£tua][ 
influence on them. For illuflration, I flialL 
bring to view here a particular instance. That: 
rule ofconduft, ** do to others as. you would 
they fliowld do to you,'^ is fo ^evidently fit and; 
right, that, upon the bare prop6fal ^f it^ the 
inind at once difcernsit to bejufi: and equaL Ta, 
ufe arguments ta make it appear reafonable^^ 
would be only to darken the evidence of its hc^. 
ing fo. No medium of proof could> ia thiS; 
cafe, be introduced, which would not ^lorf^ 
need to be proved, than the thing itfelf it is; 
brought to prove. It is not indeed eafily con-r. 
ceivable, that any man, who has the undcFn. 
ftanding of a man, and is not under undue in-. 
fluence from evil affeftion, fliould hefitateone 
moment in his judgipent as to the fuitablenefe, 
of this moral rule of conduft, its equity is fo, 
obvious, and fo inftantly and glaringly ftrikes, 
the! dilierning power, we are all naturally fur-f. 
nifiied with. And, in truth, howevcE comt. 
men it may be, among men, to throw praclk 
cal contempt upon this rule in their treatment 
of oFiC another, none do it becaufe they enter-- 
tain in their minds an opinion of it as an unfair, 
unequal regulator of their behavior i but be-s 
caufc they are thoughtlefs and* inattentive, or 
•fuflfer thcmfelves to be enticed, and ledafde by 
. ungoverned pride,pairiqn an^ iuft of one kind or 
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pother- This h the true rcafon, why they aft 
^n contradiftion to the rule of right, not only in 
this, hut in ajl other great and important cafes 
inraoral Hfb^ They" indulge thefe and thofe 
vicious gijatiHcations, Bot becauiethey do, noc 
perceive th^n to be unreafonable, but becaufe 
they are excited hereto by the lufts of the. flefli> 
•If naind, or both. : It is true, thct, moral power 
ofdifcernment, a&weHasth^ other intelleftual 
faculties, may, in coramoa with the bodily or- 
gans, be fo debilitated, if not fpoiled, by men's^ 
^uxirftoming themfclyes^ to da evil^ as to be 
•unfitted for the proper ufe for. which t^ey were 
implanted in their nature. And^ perhaps, 
.there are fome, among wicked: men,' who,, by 
liaving long habituated themfelves to live and 
aft, as huixied on by the impetus of ungoverned 
paflions and afFeftions, fuch as an irregaalar love 
of themfelves, and their own fepaxate intereft f 
the love of honor j the love of riches j the love 
of fenfuality, and other lufts : I fay, there are. 
thofe, .who, by a courfe of thus condufting> 
have gradually fo weakened their mora} fight> 
as to be, in a great meafure, if not totally^ 
unable to difcern thofe aftions to be wrongs 
which are glaringly fo, and appear to be fo> 
with a meridian luftre, to all who have eyes to 
fee. But this ;is not' the common and ordirtary 
ftate even of wicked men. There are, it may 
fee, conriparatively few, but have fo much mo^ 
iral difcernment, as^^not to be able to. go on in 
vicious pr^ftice;^ in InlUnces that are great arid 
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nooas, "mthout remonftranees ftotn within^ 
They do not finfuUy gratify thck- appetites,, bc*t 
caule they ^ave no (igh€> or fenfe^. of its ^eing 
unfit, and wrong that they 0iould do fo ; but 
becauie they are tempted off their luft and oirer-i 
C09ie. The law in th^ir nnembers^ getting tho^ 
better of the law in the v minds, inftueQces theni 
ta do that they approve not ; yea, wany times^ 
tlyit they even hate, it is fo rppofite to the light: 
in them,, which ought; t;o fee th^ ^id^ of tixi^ 
cpndud. 

The account I haye thus; givenj of th^ im-* 
planted power in our nature^^ which enables u% 
et once, without labor and pains,, to difcerB; 
the difference between right and wroQg io al( 

feat smd iirtportant infbnces iq. inoi;al life, is,^ 
imagine, ft^ftly juft> ^nd veiiiflcd to fee fa 
fcy the univeriil experience of mankind. Th^ 
plain truth is, we are fo fo^Qied by the God of 
nature as that we as readily,, and with a$ mwii: 
certainty, perceive fforai quaKties as thole tha< 
are poflible. By the intervention of our bodily 
organs, we diredtly perceive the difference be-n 
tween white and black, fweet aiid bitter, and; 
know that the one is not, and cannrt be, the- 
other. By the difceming power <}f oui minds^ 
we perceive, in the like dire6l; and immediate 
^ay, thefe and thofe qualities of tenaper and 
condudV, and are at once fatisfied that they are 
either morally good, not evil j or moraHy evil^ 
not good : Nor is this moral difcernment coiv- 
fincd to fome amon^ men, in diftinftion from 
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lAhers; biit is common to ieill ; as being a pnwep 
fche whole human race come into the world en«? 
dowed with. And it is from this power that 
moral reafoning takes rife. It.fuppr^fes fuch a 
l^erception of moral qualities as is common to 
dll, and in which all^ not having corrupted theii^ 
minds^ acquiefce as primary principles ; and ia 
the(e» feafoningj with refei^ence to the moral 
World) muft finally terminate in order to its be- 
ing ftrii^ly Conclufive } and wherein it fails oSf 
doing lb, by a non-conne<5tion in the chain 6£ 
intermediate ideas brought to View, it is eflentir 
&lly defeftive ; or ftiould the cpnneftion be j uflr, 
but not difcerned by any to be fo, it muft, as 
, to the rrt, be the fame as if it was really infuffi^ 
cient arguingi Primary moral truths, fuch a^ 
are perceived, and aflented to, as fuch ; and 
this, without hefitation, by mankind iii common* 
in confequence of that power ot difcernment 
they come into being furnifhed with, are the 
only bafis on which there can be reafoning t<^ 
any puroofe a nong men, with relation to the 
moral lyllem. Reafoning powers, if there were 
too firft moral principles, in which nAankind 
could agree Without debate would ferve ratha* 
to promote jendlefs wranglings, than virtuous pur- 
fuics,in oppofition to thofe that are vicious. The 
author or our beings has therefore wifely, as well 
Iks kindly, taken care to plant in our nature a 
morally difcerning power, which is admirably 
fittei to difting'jifli without difficulty, 'between 
right and wrongs that we might chufe and ptirfuo 
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Ihc former^ arid refufe and avoid the latter. . tft 
virtue of this power^ and by the exei-cife of it) 
if we have not weakened, nor fpoilt itj wc may^ 
as it Were^ by a glance of our moral fight, in all 
important cafes, fo perceive the difference there 
is in aftions as to pronounce with certaintyj 
that tKefe afe morally good, thofe morally evil-i, 
What a h«ble implantation is this power m 6uir 
nature ? What a mighty guard againft yicCjand 
preparative for virtuous praclicie ?. Wherein 
touid better provifion have been for fuch ihn- 
perfeft bieirtgs as we are to engage Q\^t care to 
aft up to that which is right, and nbt allow our- 
ielves in doing what is wrong ? Wfe^ are cer- 
tainly laid under the ftrongeft obligations of Ibve 
and gratitude to that Glorious Being, who has 
implanted in us this excellent power, and fliall 
be inexcufably blind if we do not fee that he is 
benevolent j ^nd bafe to an high degree if we dd 
not find ourf^lves difpofed to make pur humble 
and thankful acknowledgements to him as fuch; 
Another power in our nature is that of/elf-de-; 
termination^ which gives rife to our volitions, and 
confequent aftions, and is, in true propriety^ 
the caufe of them. This power in us men^ 
whether it be called felf-determination, or by 
any other name, is the only bafis of moral ob- 
ligation. Unlefs this be firft fiippofed, tp talk 
of moral agency is a contradiftion to common 
fenfe, and in itfelf a grofs abfurdity. We might/ 
k is true, without the implantation of fuch i 
power in gur nature, in confequence of a chain 
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\cn exterior caufes> hot within the reach of our 
tbntroul, be trade inftruments iri the produfti- 
on of any effefts whiph are unavoidably con- 
nefted with their chain of fatality, ihould even 
Volition or choice bt One of its links, iftut 
agents^ free agents^ .we could not be, of Whom 
itmight) in confiftency with truth, be affirm- 
id that they were the prdducers of chefe ef- 
TcAs : The author of this chain of caufes* 
which inevitably gives exiltence to them, is 
their real, and only proper caufe. A power iri 
riian that will fubjeo: his volitions to his com- 
mand, and conftitute him the efficient of thofe 
effefts that are confequent upon them, is the 
only bottom uport which agency can, with 
the leaft rtiadow oi^ propriety, be grounded. 
There is^ in the nature of things, an efTential 
aifference between confcious voluntary machines, 
and Agents ; that is, lu other words of precifely 
the fame iniport, beings tKat are, ftriftly Ipea- 
kihg, caufes of the efTefts that are afcribed to 
them. Such agents are we men ; and we are, 
pr maybe, as certain ot it as that we poffefs ex- 
iltence. For it is as evident a truth, and as evi- 
dently perceived by the irind to be fo. We 
^ not ordinarily make ourfelves fo ridiculous 
is to endeavour, by reafoning, to prove to our- 
telves that we exift. We know that we do 
without argumentation, becaufe we feel that we 
do. It is an objedt of diredb, immediate, and 
unavoidable perception, fuperfeding the ufe of 
arguments, and indeed rendering it needlefsj 
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not tofayabfurd. The fame may be faid, and with 
equal propriety, of that power, We are nztu* 
rally endowed with, which conftitutes us agent«> 
or beings that are efficiently the caufes of their 
own voBtions and adlions. Te go about to 
prove this, by a long train of reafoning^ Would 
be very like holding a candle to the fun, in 
its meridian luftre, for light that we might be 
able to fee* It is a fird:, and fundamental 
principle in. morals, and to be evidenced, not 
by arguing, but by an appeal to common fenfe^ 
or, in other words, the perceptions of mankind 
univerfally. We all feel the exiftence, and 
operation of this power every day we live. The 
language of all the world, their projcftions, 
their purfuits, and the whole frame and order 
of their affairs, relative both to this^ and the 
ftate that is beyond it, are founded on this fup- 
pofition, and would be fo many downright in» 
confiftencies, if they were not, from their own 
perceptions, fo certainly convinced, that this 
fuppofition was the real truth, as to admit it 
into their minds as fuch without the leaft he- 
fitation. 

Many there were, I know, among the pagafl 
philofophers, in former ages, who thought, and 
fome there are among the philofophers, not to 
fay divines, of the prefent age, who agree with 
them in thinking, that all effefts take rife from 
achain of caufes, with the Deity at its head as 
the only efficient, fo unavoidably linked together, 
conncdted with, and dependant on each other^ 

thai 
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that the coming of thcfe effefts into event, in 
confequence of the unavoidable operation of 
thefe caufes, is not. only certain, but abfolutelj 
inevitable. And thqr confider mankind, witn ^ 
all their powers, 33 fo rnany links in this ad- 
i^mantine chain, no one of which can poffiWy 
f^l in the produdHon of the elFedb afligned to iu 
Thofc, among the abettors of this fcheme, 
who are capable of looking forward to confe- 
queaces not very far diftant, clearly and fully 
perceive its inconfiftency with men's being free 
agents, and that it totally deftroys the idea of 
moral good and eviL They accordingly de- 
. clare with an honcft* frank opennefs, that the 
diftinftion th^t is commonly made between mo- 
ral .gODd and evil has no foundation in nature^ 
however well adapted it may be to vulgar pre- 
judices and concepti^ons. And they are herein 
confiflient with th^mfclves^ And fuither, as 
it is fuppofed in. this fcheme of thcir's, that 
there ia no evil in the creation but what is 
natural, intended for the produftioa of good> 
and fo unalterably conneded with it as, that 
it (hall finally tewninate in it,, by efFeding the 
complete happinefs of alU without lin^ita- 
tion, or exception, itreflefts infinitely^lefs re- 
proach upon the Deity than the fcheme of thofe,. 
who would graft free agency upon the dodtrine 
of fatality, and ill-defert in men, upon the ope- 
fatioh of caules over which they have no power 5 
^nd, as the refult of ?1U fix vaft multitudes 
.of tiiem in the. place where they fhall be tor% 
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incnted day and night, without intermiilion, Ibrn 
ever and ev^r. This i,s the fcheme cmbrac^di 
by Tome ^t this day, and by ibme too who are. 
called diyines, and would be looked uppn ^. 
the only orthodox ones among their brethren. 
Bat it is fb grofsly falfe an one, fo debafing^ 
to the nature of rnan, and fo di^onorary to^ 
the perfeftly benevolent God, that it is (lran|;e 
any JhouM entertain a favorable opinion of it. 
The chief thing they fay in it^ fuppoit is,^ 
that it leaves qiankind at liberty to do as th^i 
Iball' pkafe, to conduft without reflraint con-. 
fcrmably to what they have wilkd> and ckoien. 
And what greater liberty can be defired? If' 
we may not be thought capable of afting mo- 
* rally well or iH, while we are able, wi^ouf^ 
hindrance ft", m exterior caufcs, tp do as we. 
chufe tj doj what can make us moral agents j 
What more is neceflary ? What more are we. 
confcious of, from any perception of our mtnds? 
The anfwer is at once obvious, k is not true,^ 
tha;^ <:.i)r perceptions go no further than to afr 
fere us, that we can do as we have willed^ and 
are pleafcd to dr>. Befides this, and far beyond 
It, they certify it to us, that we are at liberty 
to will OF not to will, to chufe or not to chufe, 
the doing of thefe and thofe aftions. We feef 
in ourfetves a power over our volitions, andfucf\ 
an one as enables us to direct, fpfpend, overs 
rule, or put an intire flop to them .* Nor, un- 
lefs v/e were poflelTed cf this dominion, could 
we be agents, however gre^t liberty might be 
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fillowed us in bringing Into event what wc have 
previoufly willed. It is efiential to free agency, 
4nd fuGh a ufb of it as to make us capable of 
good or ill defertSjthat our volitions, upon whicii 
puF a6bions follow^ fliould be within the reach 
of our command. The birds of the air, an4 
the beafts of the field, will and chufe what they 
do as really as we men } and it may, with as 
much truth, be faid of them, as of us, that the^r 
do as they are pleafe4 to do. Their whole courfe 
of condu^ is the effedk of previous choice and 
' pleafure. But we never caij th«m agents, nqp 
^o we efteem thena foch. And why ? The rca- 
fon is, becaufe they have no power over theii* 
volition. They are efFefts produced in theni^ 
by the operation of caufes, not within their 
governing command. The fame may be faid 
w mad-rmon. Their a&ions are voluntary. They 
do nothings but in confequence of previous will 
and pleafiire ; but we do not account them ca- 
pable cither of moral good or evil. Should 
they do ever fo much mifchief, we do not charge 
xiaem with ill defert, however loud we may be 
in complaints that they are not reftrdned from 
doing hurt, by being kept under due confine- 
inent. And what is the reafon rf our think- 
ing thus differently of diftrafted men, and 
others who have the full ufe of their mental 
powers ? The true and only reafon is, the for- 
mer are hurried on to volition by a wild im- 
petus, over which which they have no power ; 
but the Utter have it in their power, to reftrain 

and. 
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. and govern their wills and choices : Nor, on* 
Ids they were endowed with this power, would 
it confift with common fenfe to think, or fpeak, 
of them as mora) agents. Ifj^ inftead of being 
the caufes of their volitions, they were pro- 
.doced in them as unavoidable efTeds of an e& 
'tabliihed concatenation of cauies exterbr t30 
them, and over which they had na dominion,, 
not ojore than they have over the palpitation of 
their hearts,orthemotion of their lungs,they might 
be confcious machines, meer paffive inltrumentSi^ 
capable of being wrought upon in various 
ways ; but agents they could not poffilby be^ 
With refpeft to them, the application of the 
r words, virtue or vice, reward or puniflim€nt> 
-would be nothing better than fo many unmean- 
ing founds. Moft certainly, the ideas thofe 
words are made the figns of, in common Ipeech^ 
could not be applied to them with the leaft: 
degree of propriety, I might rather fay, with- 
out the greateft abfurdity * Wha? conceivable 
abfurdity can be more fhocking to the human 
mind, not corrupted with a falfe glare of vain 
fcience, than for men to commend or blame 
themfelves, or for others to do it, for what 
they are no more the caufes of, than of the beat- 
ing of their pulfe, and could no more prevent 
than the ebbing and flowing of the fta,, the ri- 
fing or fitting of the fun, or the motions of any 
the ftars they fee rolling in the heavens !• 

It may be worthy of remark here, this plan' 
of fataliiha is wholly the produdt of metaphy- 
Ileal fubtilty^ and on direft contradidlicn to the 
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Jftvariabfe confcioofnefs mankind have of ^ 

})OWer within themfelvcs to give mc tion to the , 
acuities^ both of their fouls and bodies. Nayy 
evert thofe who pretend to believe the doftrine 
of fatal caufaiity> d»reftly contifadiftj by thcif 
{>ra6Htal fentiments, and in a fteady uniform 
courfej what they profefs in words* For theif . 
Xvhole Gonduft in life is juft as their's is, wha 
t-eally think they are poffeflcd of an aftive felf-* 
tnovmg power, and ate the caufes of their owit, 
Volition8,and the effbfts confequent upon thenti j- 
Md, 1 may add, juft as it would be^ if they 
Were fully of the fame fpeculative opinion. 
Their praftice in life is a confutation of their 
faith in theory. 

It is readily allowed, liberty iii nlan> in op- ' 
J>ofitioitto neceflity, is one of the great wonders' 
of God. The power in our nature that confti- 
tutes us free agents is an amazing contrivance 
of infinite wiSom. The modus of its exift- 
cnce and operation is too great a deep for us 
to fathom. It has tried, and puzzled the 
greateft geniufles in all ages, and in all 
parts of the World. And, perhaps, we Ihalt 
never be able, at leaft on this fide mortality, to 
take in a comprehenfive idea of it. But is this* 
t good reafon why we ftiould deny, or difpute, 
the real being of fuch a power inourcortftituti- 
on ? Do any know, or can they,by metaphyfica! 
fearching, find out the ^ngxMs, between foul and 
body ? Can they tell us how they influence each 
Other ? And yet; it is cwain there is this nexus. 
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8od rputual influence between them : Nor can ifc 
bediiproved by all the fubtilty of vain reafcning. 
The lanrie tnay be iaid with itfpeft to the pow- 
er of nnTan over Kis volitions, and cbnfequent: 
a£tions* The manner of its exjftcnce goes be* 
yond pur inveftigation ; out the real, exift-* 
chce of fuch a power can never be difjproved^ 
however itmay be darkened and perplexed. W<r 
feel it to be a truths in confequence of which 
we are, in a reafonable fenfe, . inaflers of our- 
Icives. bur daily experience, if attended to, will 
indubitably afTpre us, that the exertions of our 
fiiinds and bodies are under our own dbminioiia 
.^The tolain truth is, luch a power in men as 
will make them caufes, real proper csiufes, of 
their volitions, and the effefts confequent upoii 
them, is the grand lupporting pillar of the world, 
confidered as itioraL Take this aWay, and it 
at once falls into defolation and utter riiin* If 
men's volitions, and their confequent effefts, 
are the refult of invariable heceflity, in virtue 
of exterior caufes fo inviolably connedted, as 
thit they will, and muft, come to pafs, the 
author of this coflfteftion, which, according td 
this plan, is God j is the only agent in our worlds 
fltnd the only efficient, and real author, of what- 
ever has been, or fhall hereafter be trotigfii 
into event ; not excluding any of the moflf 
complicated villanies that nave been, or may 
be perpetrated by any of the fons of Adam. 
Is this a fcheme of thoughts fit to be embrac- 
ed by intelligent creatures ? Will it not di- 

fecliyi 



OF THE DElTt^* 1^7 



deftly, i^nd cert^nly follow, from the fuppofi- 
t^bh of its triith, thiit virtue and vice are idle 
'hamcs, having ho f eality In hatiiret That mtn's 
accountaBtendfs tb God> and ligbkn'eTs to be 
.Jiuniflifed, iij^onTthefoot of ili-dcicrt, are vulgar 
notions ohly, incipable 'of any fblid fupport ? 
That the ifhafadtet o? God> as a inoral Gover- 
fior, is k vain ima^hadon ? And, in a word> 
fliat . feliglon^, whethet- natural or fevcaled, is a 
fcnfelefs p'retehcc, iuited only to fervc th6 pur* 
poks 6f pcJlidcians andpriefts ? ft iirould indeed; 
tipoA this fchenhe, be rididuloufly abfutdto fup- 
|)ofe there ever SvaEs, or cotild be an^ tuth thing. 
Havihg thiis evinced, fropfi oiif cohfcipus 
]perceptit>ns> that "^e arfe the fobjetfte of an in- 
ward, govierhin^ poveer over 6\it faculties, in 
virtue 6f which we are cohftitured free agents, 
as bein^ thfe true and proffer caufes of our vo- 
iitioh, and confequent aftionls, it will be eafy 
to point out the benevolence of the Deity in 
putting this ^ower in our nature. It is indeed 
4I1C nioft inipOrtaht one we art endowed with, 
and the only bafis of the higheft happinefs, in 
kind, #e arc made capable of ehjoying. Had 
not this power been planted in us, we fhould 
have beeh paflive inteuiients, not moral agents. 
It is this power that diftinguilhes us from all 
t;he various clafles of inferior animals,^ and ren- 
ders it poffible for vt to perceive pleafure far 
flipcrioir in its nature to any, they can be the fub* 
jifts of. 1 hey have no perception of felf-appro- 
bation,from aconfcioufnefsof having doneweH, 
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nor of the pleafure that is the natural refiilt 
therefrom. This> perhaps^ U the higheft kmd 
of pleafure communicable frorn. the Dwy; and 
it is perceivable only by moral ag<:nts. No 
beings, to whom the Deity has hot comtt)itted 
the care of governing their faculties^ can, by the 
cxercife of them> defervc the applaufe of their 
own hearts, and enjoy the fublime latisfaftion 
arifing herefrom : But it is within the reach at 
tlie capacity of all fuch to feel this felf-appro* 
bation, and confequent pleafure ; and they injiy 
go on in this enjoyment with continually in- 
creafing degrees, in proportion to the degreef 
of virtue they difcQver.in the good government 
of thefe various faculties, they are edtrufted 
with the care of. What a nobly interelling powef 
is this, that makes us free agents, a$^ by doing 
fo, it makes us the capable percipients of hap- 
pinefs more highly exalted, in kind, than it 
could otherwife have been ? It is not conceiva- 
ble, wherein the perfeftly benevolent Being' 
could have made a better, ani, at the fame time 
a wifer provifion for our enjoyment of the high- 
eft kind of happinefs : Elpecially, if it be re- 
membered, that he has conftituted fuch a con- 
nection between this happinefs he has made us 
capable of, and the aftual enjoyment of it, as 
that it cannot be enjoyed but in confequenee of 
a right exercife of that power, which ch^adter-* 
ifes us moral agents j by which meahsi out 
coming to the enjoyment of this happint^ w6 
may be the fubje^ls of, is a conftant, continuidll 
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abiding, and powerful motive to engage our 
care thus ta eiifercife this power in our nature. 
What an adfrtirible contrivance for oiirgodd is 
this ? How amazingly does it illitorate both the 
wifdom, andhenev^lence of God ! It may fur- 
ther enlargfe our idea ojf'thfe. benevolence, if it 
^e confid<ii'edi that ourCreatorhas^ in like man- 
ner, coriftituted a connc^ion'betweea earelefsnefs . 
Ih the exertion of this power, or, in exerting it 
■^an undue wrong manner; Withielf-dil^pprobation, 
^nd tbiifeq^aent uneafinefs; This^ it kpoiSble, 
Cnay kppjear to Ibnoie, at the firfl" glance, an ob- 
jferoon agairtft the Divine" benetolencci, rathet 
thia a proof of it^.: . But a little attention will 
fliew^ the contrary. * 'W^at was the defign of our 
'nfiker in thm xronnetftin^ diftpprobation and 
une.iJS'neft' with a Icarelels, inatterinye> arid wron^ 
*exertiQA.of the'powei^.diat conftitutestrs agents ? 
Was., it th.at hj^ might make us unhappy ? No;; 
%!Ut (fuice^thereveffe. it is an expedient he 
piirpofely conitrived,, a conne<5Hoa he wifely, arid 
tj.rtaly conftitutied, that he might prevent our 
inaltin^ ourfelves miferabici His view was, that 
We itirght perpetually carry in our own.bceafts a. 
:{K>^iful motive to nri^ke ourfelves happy.. Ajtid 
one 6f thccinoft cohttrainingmotiv'esjt is.to put 
us lipbn fb^uflng our determining power, as-thac 
foer may hold exiftenc^- witb lelf-approba- 
tionand* that heart-felt: pfeafure whichrefults. 
-jtherefcom.. I may properly add yet further here>, 
"tliis (Command we are entrufted with over the- 
caLexition^Qf our. faculties, and a right ufe of it,^ 
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krc the true and o|ily biiTis of that ^i^obadoi^ 
of ow Mak^E, and that cpn^ioufqefs o^ it withr. 
inourfelyes, uppavrf^icKis r^jlfed^ thaf itwjar^ 

Eeace and farisfa6tiqi; of foijj wixfirli yid^^^ tlj^. 
ighefl; rdi/h^ to. life,^ and, hay^ iu Apm, ^ fpf- 
ficiency ta fupport ^nd cojftifort us under 4U th(f. 
vajrious. vi.ciiHtudcs,. t;i;ials, and events, vc rpay 
be called, to pafs through,, wjiile in the vfQX^d .;. 
?.nd, iyha.t is, raprc, ipcohp eiyabjy tporQ* thi^ 
inward fenfe of die ^probatipij of' GcxJ', the. 
fojund^tion of which, is the right ufe of the power 
of de:errr^nj^tion we are cn49wed wit^i, is that 
only which cap ratiojialiy rcli^ve^u^ in thj? vicvr 
cf death, and. infpirc ther hope of a glodous 
invTiOrtallty beyond the graye, as the cewanl i, 
good Qpd will befto^R ujppn thofe, wjio b?^yeaftT. 
cd their pa^t well on the ftage qC life., Soro^ 
perhaps^ may be diipoljjd to^ treat thq notion or 
happinefs, a$ taking rife from the approbation, 
of God, and the pejccepcion of it in the breaft,^ 
with Cieering con^tenjpt. But they ougjlitj withr 
out fear of giying them any ]ufi occaf on of of- 
fence, to be freely tpjd^ they are fo fonped by 
the authojr of natgre,. that they could ijot be 
chargable with, this guilt, if they had ppt firft 
corrupted, and i.a a^ great mjt^fu?e. Iboijit,. their 
perceptive powers, by having >Yalli;ed according 
to the courfe of this wprld, fulfilling the defire^ 
of the fiefli and mind. Jt is, beyond^ all doubt, 
owing to this, if any can find ^yithin thernfelvcs 
a difpofednefs to prpphane this higjily important 
^nd interefcing matter with banter and ridicule. 

If 
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If thfffc is fiicK an cxifting being a$ God (^ 
there mpft certainly is) his approbation muft 
be worth nriore than all earthly good j and a 
ponfcioufnefi. that we are diq objefts of it mufi: 
yield inward delight^ greater than c^n be con- 
ceived of by thofe whole affe<5biojns are fee upon 
the infinitely lower pleafures of time and fenfe, 
pTCt agency, in oppofition to neceffity, i^ that 
pnly which can, in confiftenQy wijh resifon, pre- 
pare the way for what we ii>eai; by the ap;- 
brobation of God. And it is an argument of 
lus benpvqlence, and the greatnefs of it, that 
he has fo m^e us, as that, by a: right ufe of 
pur powers, we may attain to a confciournefs 
pf being the oojcfts of this approbation, and 
a perception pf pleafure inconneftion herewith, 
jpc confequent hereupqn, whrchexceeds all other 
"picaiurable ieniations, while yet it i§ only a fore- 
tafte of far mbre noble and exalted pleafures 
at God's right hand forever. 

Befides what has hithertb been feid, it. may be 

'ftirther worthy of notice, our being free agents 

Is. that ^hich not only maJ^es us living images 

of the Deity in that peffedioh ofhis naturewhich 

Is his greatert glory^ but capable percipients, in 

'^ degree, of that happihefs whfch is his higheft. 

pid' the exertions of the Divine Being take 

^fe from the fame npcclfity as His immerifity, 

jfyr'eternityj he would not be a free agent. In 

pVder to this, "he mfllV be pofleffed ota power 

pver his volitions, as well as a power of exe'N 

' tioh in confequence of Which he has wiHed- tm^i 
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chofcn.. Had he not this power, il iftould £m»> 
abfurd to attribute to him that liberty, "Whic^ 
is. inftparable from free agency :. Nor wotiltlt 
any dilplay^ of his. perfiftions be morally, ya- 
fijable in the leaft degree, a3 they would^ io :this, 
cafe, be the effe^its of natural neceflity,;i^'ot rf" 
free choice.. It is. their being exertioAs,,fQlIpi«^^ 
ing upon what was freely wiJIed that gives tbeih; 
the denominajtion of moral>. and claims ou^ 
love and gratitud^^ This pp^er in the Dcity,^ 
which enables him with freedom,^ in- oppofitioii) 
to neceflity, bpth to wijl, and to, do, 13 hK 
greatefl: glory. And it is, perhaps^ froni thJBs 
cxercife of this power, that hi^ bleflcdnef^ ipt 
the enjoyment of himfelf,^ principally fl6w$^ 
Now, by the implantation of ^ like poi^er'tot 
this in oivr nature^ we arc made irfter the Iplmi- 
litude of God ; and, by a right ufi; of this, 
power, we are qapabte of beiijgx m a ijoSle 
degree, happy ashq is, and with, the like kind 
of happinefs. Witliput controyerfy,. the molt 
exalted happinefs, it i$ poflible we ftoiiild eij- 
joy, is that which is conrvefted witby and depen-^ 
dant on, a free, but wife and good, ule of that 
power, in the exercife of which we may mani-. 
feft it both to ourfelves> and othcr^^^, that we are- 
benevolent, holy, juft, faithful,, and, in awor^,, 
perfeft, according to our meafure,, as God K 
perfeft. Had we not this power> we coiild be*, 
happy in no other fenfe, than that in whiph . att 
.meerly percipient beings are fo. Our happi- 
nefs could not be tiie refult gf our own choice,^yx 



^t fr€t cxfercife of otii* po*wers i but the efFeft 
*of extcfibr caules, over which ^e had no com- 
mand. We might) it is true> in this way be 
in a degpree happy ; biit our happinefs would 
not be Worthy the name, in tortiparifon with 
that Which irifes from a morally good coi\du6t> 
in coftfequence of a right ufc of that power which, 
tnakes us free agents. It may be fubjoined 
Jiere> the Supreme Being would not have been 
ib happy as he might have been, had not this free- 
tiom of will and choice been one of the glorious 
perfeftions of his natute ; and the excVcife of this 
perfedtion is invariably accompanied with de- 
light, fie is ever pleafed with his ele6tions> 
and they are a Iburce of eternal fatisfaftion to 
him* The fame may be faid of us men. all 
due allowance being made for the infinite fupe- 
ribrity of God to fuch creatures as we are. Wd 
tould not have been fo happy without freedom 
of choice, as we may now be in confequende o^ 
our being endowed with it. It is with plea-» 
fufc we view ourlelves as dignified with tht 
power of free eleftion, and the exercife of this 
power is always attended with fatisfaftion ; but 
with fatisfaftion of the higheil kind, and in 
the higheft degree within the feach of our capa-» 
cities, when exercifed in a due rnanner, and in 
Confiftency with what is right and fit. If we 
Cannot difcef n the benevolence of God, and the 
grcatnefs of it, in implanting this power in ouf 
hjiture, it fliould feem as though it muft be be-* 
Caufc we have fo blinded our eyes that we can-» 

not^ 
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iiot, or hardened our hearts that wc will not» M. 
aAd own it to thb jpraift of the ^Ibiry bf lUl 

gbodneft. 

Anotheir power ftill, reJative tb rhbi^ agch<^ 
cy, and an highly bencificial oh'e, is confiieka. 
No one Will deny, that thiis is bhe bf the pow- 
ers implanted ih our nature. It is ah objeft 
of imrinediate perception. Wc all feel, br havd 
felt. Its operation in I15. 

It would carry me too fal- oiit bf the way of 
niy prefeht defign, fhould I enlarge in afccr- 
taining with precifioh the hiore fptcid faflite of 
this power, in diftihftion frohi thfc bthfef powers 
\ve are endowed with. It may, hoWcver be heed- 
ful jiift to fay, that its office is that bf a witnefs^ 
nbt of i hw-givei'. The work kppropriatfed td 
it is, not to point out to us the virtues we ought 
to pra(3:ice, br the vices we ought to avoids 
which would be to invkde the pf-ovihte of fomfi 
other of our powers ; but to be ih our brcafi^ 
a teflifier for, or againft us, ^s tve haVe done 
that which we knew to be right, or ivrohg. The 
apoftle l^aul has givfen iis a very exaft account 
of the work of confciencc, in his epiftlc to thS 
Romans. Speaking there of thofe Gentiles, ih 
his day, who, not having the i-evealed law, yet 
praftifed, from the principles planted in theif 
nature, the duties which thi6 la'tv prefcribed, he 
fays, they herefrom tnade it evident, that they 
were hot wholly deftitute of a rule or ftandard 
for their moral conduft, for that the law q( 
God appeared from hence to be, as it wert^ 

engraven 
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%!igraven on their htiHs \ Upoh which he adds, 
** theif ccjrifcicilce alio ijiaHng witnefs, and 
their thoughts the rtiean Vhile accufihg orelfe 
'Tcxcufihg one another.'^ This great apoftle ac- 
curately diftiftguifties h^re between ^^ the law 
written 6a the heart," and " confcience j" not 
"making it the Wofk ojf cohfciehce to tell men 
\fhat the precepts 6f this lawwere> tmtto tef- 
vfy in their favoi-, or disfavor, is they had 
Been either obedietit 6f difobedient to them j in 
'conlcqOence of which dieir thoughts either ac- 
•quit or condetinn thcrA. This witnefs-bearing 
yower of confcience may, it is true, be ob- 
Itruded in its ihfluehce> and diverted in fuch a 
Vanety of ways, that the defign and tendency of 
It's impiantation In Cisriiay not beib fully anfwered, 
as might be wiflied. Virtuous meh riiay, through 
foperftitious fears, wrong notion's in religion, 
uftreafonable jealoufies and fufpicioils, lofe in a 
great meafure, thfc advantage that would other- 
Svifc aofifefrom the ttftiftiony of confcience in 
their fav^r. And vicious men by blinding their 
^ycs, arid hardening thtir heans, may fo hinder 
tnc operation of its witnefs, as that the check 
it would gi^t to their mad courfe of condudt 
It, in a manner, taken away. Biit it is capable, 
€/€n with tefpeft to Aich men as thefe, o^ being 
fd roi-fed as that its voice fhall be hearkened 
toe In fpite of all their efforts to the contrary, 
it will affurc them, and upon teilimony carrying 
with It ftronger evidence than a thoufand out- 
ward witnefTes, if God has not been in their 

T thoughts. 
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thoughts, but they have behaved with irrcircfcfc 
ence and undutifulnefs towards him^ that Aef 
arc impious wretches j if they have gone oh irt . 
a coune of fraudulent, unjuft dealings that they 
are knaves j and if they have adcuftomcd them-, 
fclves to an intemperate, unchaftej lewd way ct 
living, that they are thorough-piactd dHDauchees* 
In thefe, and fuch like cafes^ it will fay to theni> 
as Nathatl dkl to David, " Thou art the man." 
How advantageous a po^e'r then is fconfcicnce i 
How kindly, as well as wifely> is it jadaptedtoprc^ 
mote, en the one hand, the right fexctcife of our 
ino^ liberty, and, oh the otheh, to reftrain us 
from all vicious praftice ? Our Cfcator there- 
fore has manifefted benevolence in givihg this 
power a place in our conftitution. And his be- 
nevolence will fhine but with yet more Con*, 
fpic^uous luftre, if we go on, and confider thei 
afFeftions, or paflions, he has annexed to con- 
fcienccj as auxiliaries in order to anfVer the 
end of the implantation of this power in usa 
They are fuch as thcfe. 

Joy, upon Its giving teflimohy to adman's ha-» 
ving afted his part welL If there afe any, whd 
have not felt the working of this afFedli^n, it 
muft be becaufe it Vas never irt the power of 
confciencc to fet it in motion* For the plea* 
furable fenfation to which we give the name b( 
j^y is naturally connefted with iis witnefs to i 
man's having done what was rights The apof- 
tle Paul has expreffed this in very fignificant 
words. Says he, ^^ This is pur rejoicing, th^ 

leftimony 
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t^ftnony of our cpnjrcien,cc> th;at in fimplicity, . ^ 
^nd godly finc^rity-, npt by flelbly wifdom, but 
by the grace of God^ we have had our conver- 
fetion ia the world."' And what he ha3 thus faid 
pcrfeftly accords, with th<5- truth of known expe- 
dience. A converfation. otdeiied, not by the 
wifdom of this world, but by th,e rule of llridk 
virtue, will put it in the power of confcience to 
tell the.- maji^^ whofe tharafter thi§ [^, that he has 
d )ne well ; upoix which, agreeably to a Diyine 
^ftablilhraen*:, that affection^, unlefs, obftruded 
in its motion, wift h^ excited^i which, will 
yield joy much, greater,, both in kind and degree,, 
^an their's, whl>fe only pleafure is that whicli 
' tak^s rife from their bodily fenfes, A moflr 
Sjnd and powerful incentive this,^ tp virtuous 
pra6tice^ 

Af^d aa thp witnefs of c^nfciencej^ when in fa- 
vor- ofa map, is. conne(5ted with j »y ; fo is its. 
^e(linE)ony>,when,againft him, accompanied with 
fhame^ Th;s, x^jl pafRon w.e can much* bietter 
underftand the nKaning of by internal feelings.: 
than by outw^ard defcription.. And we are- 
Ijpne of us, ignorant of wjiat is intended by 
IJL, a5. we ha% c. often hadi occafnn, from our 
own pcrcepti ^ns, to know ^chat it is. Its pro- 
per objeft is. that which is,, in its nature, re*, 
proapl^ul. And as nothing is m»>re repr jach?- 
Ciil than, morqj deformity, nothing is more pow*-- 
^rfully fitted, to ^xQite the exercife of this 
MflV )n^ And the- Ghod, of nature has fo forme4 
VSi th^t we cannot eafily avoid the motion of 

ibame. 
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ihamCj upon having made ourfdves moi;alIyt~> 
deformed, cfpccially: when confcicnce fhall ipeai;^ 
to as, and tell us that this i&our jufl: chars^ei:«. 
There have all along be^n, it mui^ b€ ovnedj,^ 
and there nov are tnofe, wfeo, Ijy deb^uchii^ig^ 
their minds, and weakening, if not; d^ftroying,^ , 
their natural fenfil?ilityj^ have,, iij ^ mapnerj^ 
eradicated the innate principle of (hamCi, being? 
able, without a blufh, norv/ithftandipg the powcr^* 
of confcience, ta do thofe things. Vhich are. 
grofsly ignominious and. pcpr.oacbful.. This is., 
emphatically expreffed, by Jeremiah, iq thcfc. 
words, " Thou haft ^ whore's forehead, thoa 
refufedft to be alhamed/' And again, *^. Werq. 
they afhamed, when they had comqiittcd abor. 
xninatipgi ? Nay, they were not at all a^iamed, 
neither could they bluih."^ But this is, not, the* 
ordinary llate of yicious men^ F?w,, compara-i, 
tively> arc fo blinded, and hardened, as ngt tp, 
be filled with confufion of face, \yh?n Qonftience. 
tells them in dire^St and pofitive terms, that they^ 
have been, and know that they have beei), adul-. 
terers, fornicators, oppreflbrs, extortioners, and-. 
the like.. Such is the turpitude of thefe vices,^ 
^nd fuch the faitablenefs in their nature, to excite 
lliame, that this paflion, when they hav^ commit-' 
t<:d thefe abominations, and confcienc^ teftifie^ 
10 them that they hav?, y/ill be put into cno- 
tion, in a lefs or greater degree, even by an ef- 
t?-biifhcd conftitution of heaven, till the very 
paffion iifclf has been fo debilitated, as to have, 
n J power to raifc^ a bliifli. And it is in kindnefi^ 

to 
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|o the world, that the God of nature has im- 
planted in man this |)afiion of ihame^ It is one 
of the ftrongeft rcftraints fronFi an undue, wrong 
ule of our moral liberty. And was it not for 
this powerful reftraint, mankind would be more 
abandoned to vicious conduft than they now 
are, a§ we ma.y reafbnably conclude from the 
mad behaviour of thofe, who, by their dtbau- 
cheries, have fo fuppreffed the operation of this 
paOion, as that they are able, »otwithftanding 
^ts implantation in them, to commit abomina- 
tiona ia almoP every kind, without being aftiam- 
ed of what they have done. B ut it may be 
worth remembering here, even thefe Ihamelefs 
livers in the praftice of vice may, upon fome 
fT)lemn alarm in providence, have their con- 
fcience fo awakened, as to bear witnefs to their 
^ufe of their moral liberty in fo lively and 
powerful a manner, as to difenable them to 
J jok back upon their paft £<jlhes without the 
emotion of fliame, and to a degree that will 
UPt fufier them to live at eafe. The exa6k 
truth is. Such is the moral deformity of vice, 
fiich its. ignominious and difgraceful nature, 
that it is naturally fitted to excite fhamc ; and 
there will accordingly be the perception of it 
in the breads of wicked men, whenever they 
Jiye in the practice of it, and it is teftified to 
them by confcience that they have done {oy till 
j>y an habitual covirfe of immoral condufl:, they 
have f J blinded their 'eyes, aqd ftupified their 
jhpir hearts, as to be paft feeing and feeling. 

■ ^ There 
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There is yet anothe^paffioa. capabk of being 
excited, upon the witnef$ of crnfcience againft 
a man, and thi3 h tb^t voe^fy ienfiitioiij whic^ 
is fignified by the woi:ds, remorfc^regrctxhctroi: 
of mind*. Few there be, pcxii^l noney bot- 
haye felt, in a gFeater of lefsi degceCj^ the qgiean- 
ing of thef^ word^ aad of the psJIiQii^. Qitea* 
dfcd to be pointed: out ky them ; and? thqr- 
know alfo,/ ancjj fi^om ciwatd pcrcc^ption,, 
that it is a kind of uQ^afinef^ q[uite different ii^ 
its nature fn^m every other .^ It is Qflcntially* 
conneifted with felf-rcondemnatipn, a.coJ|fci6uf-e: 
nefs, and feeling bf^ ill-defe£t> upon* Having 
done wrong. And the pain of ix)ind capable- 
cf bemg excited herefrom is incxpreffibly great*. 
The wife Solomon ha§ faid,. ": a igian may iv&zixk 
his infirmities». but a wounded ipirit who caQs. 
bear ?" And tjhis obltrvation of bis. h^\ often, 
been yerified in experience. Such has been. 
the pr^ffure ot ^emorfc, in confequencc cf the 
teilimopy of confcience, that it has exceeded the- 
patient's art as well as ability to liyc under it 
without fcnfations of diftrefs beyond all' defcrip- 
tion. Some may difpnfed to think, that this, 
is an arguRiCntof defeft in the difplay of the 
Deity's bene volence, rather tjhan ^n illultratios oi 
its greatnefs. But fuch a miitakc in their, appre- 
henfions muft arife from not duly confidering tht: 
defign, and tendency of the ccnnefiion terwcc-ir 
this remorfe, and the witnefs of confcience againft ^ 
man, which is, that he n.ight be powerfully 
guarded againft vicious praftice, which wilt 

not 
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ftbt only deprive him of tlic happincfi that ii 
pec u Hat to morally good conduft, but expoft 
^im to ruin as the ^m\. reiblt of a licentioirs^ 
■debauehed coorie r>f life. In this view of the 
Wlatter> the bittetcft remorfej. fr«Al a fenfe oi^ 
^Liilt> is an argunicat of kindnefs iii our Maker 5 
yea, of the greatnefs of his benevolence in thus 
taking care that we might, be happy, and not 
Yniierable. 

. 1 have hov^ faid what was in rrty intention to 
tpffer, in illuftratiorl of thd I)ivirte benevolencei 
In the provifion he has niade^ by the eonftitu- 
tion of the natul*e he has given U8> that we might 
fee morally happyi 

Before I profcecd> I (hall fubjdm 1 tkoUght not 
uhwofthy of notice, though it Ihouldbe a di- 
grefliom tt is this.-riThe pafllons of lliame> 
and remarfe^ up'jn the ccnvi6tion of cohfciencei 
lire not only ah illuftratioh of the Deity's be- 
nevolence^ in ^uaf*ding us againft an ill uie of 
t)ur deftive p ower^ but a ftrong pn;of that wt 
ftre endowed with this power. Every one knows^ 
from what he has felt Within himfelfi the difFe"- 
ribnce between fhofe uneafy fenlatioiis, that are 
occa^oned by evils, which are the cfft6b of 
txterior caufes, whofe operation is nccfeffaiyi 
and over which we have h) command ; and 
tho(e that. are the produdion of our oWn folly, in 
ml^ufing the pr)wcr we have over ouf own vcm 
iitions* Uneadnefs will be excited in a man'f 
br<^, when he meets with difapp i.itmentfi^ 
lQ0k$f and misfjrtuaes, which were brought ^ 

ujtort 
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upon him by mechanical caiifes, iti a traiii 6^ 
ncccfliry operations j but he will hot ftcl re- 
jnorfe, felf-condemhatiohj and Confcious guilt; 
And why ? The true rtafiDh isi becaufc riieic 
evils, however grievous, are the cffcdh, h6t cf 
his own will, or choice^ but oft lufes extrinfick td 
himfeif^ and whofe operation it was not in his 

Eower to counteract. A man that is bord 
lind may feel the emotion of iineafincfs ©li 
this account) he may be forfy, and Ivifb he had 
not come into exiftencc with this defcft j but 
he cannot reproach himftlf for it, or feel thd 
leaft degree of guilty rcmorfe : Whereas, if htS 
loft his fight by an intemperate, debauched 
courfe of living, he will, if cchfcience isfuffered 
to do its office, be felf-condemned, and filled 
wijth bitter refentments againft himftlf; In like 
manner, if the lightning of heaven fhbuld de- 
Itroy the lif6 of his wife, or child, he would feel 
the working of grifcf, but not of Ihamei Or re- 
morfe : Whereas, if he malicioufly laid violent 
hands on them, and flew them, he would, if 
he was not a monfter, reproach and c ndemrl 
himfelf, feeling that bitter remorfe which flot^ft 
from great confcious guilt. What no\V Ihould 
be the reafon of thefe different fenfatiOnS ? It 
can be no other than this, that there is a diffe- 
rence in the caufe of their produftion. If a marf 
had no power over his volitions, but they were' 
the efFeftsof invoikble neceflTity, in virtue of 
a previous concatenation of caufes, he woiiild 
be no more to blame,> nor could be ^ny mortf 

the 
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Ine fubjert of rcrnorie, tfian fire whicfii bccafions 
inifchlef, or a ftone that breaks a man*s head by 
kccidencally; falling, frdiii fOitie fiei::?:hr. The 
'^lain truchis;the fenfati'jnsof (ham^ :-,ad 1 f rViorf<: 
are grafted on the fuppo.ritionof Jibj'rty -f C'i6ice> 
in oppoiuioh td rieccTi./i Take a'vvay this li- 
berty, and confide'r. men's volitionSi hot iri their 
power, but as e/Ttf f);s produced in therri 6y cau* 
les exterior to. tht.n) over which they have no 
icohtroul, and they are no*-; nor can Be; the 
fubiedts bf blame; . or of that {hame, aiid re- 
morfe, which flow from it And as wc arfe fo 
coniTitutedby.the author of o ir hcingsiai that we 
fhall; and iriuft, blaiiie Oiirfelvss in confequence 
of certain Volitidris; and feffefts pi-oteeding from 
thenA; ind feel flianie and f^riiorfe iipdri this ac- 
fcourit; it mould feem , aii evident as it well caii 
be; that ive have within btirfclves a power to 
ivilU or hot to Will ; to chufei or to refufe: 
We certainly think we have this power j khd we 
have, at the fame time; as much reafori for this 
fcbncejJtidnj a? we (hould have> if tfiis was the 
teal, truth. And if it is nptj, We are fo made 
ks that, by decieptidri blended with our very na- 
ture, we are inevitably infliiehced to coriaemn 
^lirfelves; ahd feel th6 inxietie^ of giiilt, and 
pittfei" renio'rfe, for what we are rib more the cau- 
Iki of; , arid ao .more worthy of blame for, 
than being laid fenfelefs by an apoplectic fit, 
6r a ftroikfe of the numb-palfy, 

I now go on, in as brief a manner as 1 well 
■ %an> farther to illiiftf ate the Divine benevolence 

U from 
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from the providential care he has taken, not 
only to perpetuate the exiftence of percipient 
beings, in all their various claffcs> but to fup- 
port them ii\ life, and to render it, agreeably 
to their refpeftive natures, comfortable and plea-* . 
fant to them. 

Exiftence in our world is perpetuated, with 
f efpedl to all the clafles of percipient beings, 
not by a continued prolongation of life in the 
fame individuals, but by a fucceffion of others of 
the fame kind, in their room, as they, in va- 
rious periods, are taken off from the ftage of 
time. And an admirably wife and benevolent 
Contrivance this is for the beftowment, and en- 
joyment, of more life and happinefs, than there 
could have been, if exillcnce had been perpetu- 
ated without death, in the fame individuals ; 
as we fliall have occafion hereafter to point out 
particularly. In the mean time, it is to be 
obferved> that this fucceflion in percipieht life 
is effefted conformably to a general eftablifhed 
law, that of propagation, \\hich extends to all 
orders of percipient beings, from the higheft 
to the loweft. Almighty God, without all 
doubt, could, if he had fo pleafed, have con- 
ftantly fupplied the place of all individuals j of eve- 
ry fpecies, as they ceafed to be here any longer, 
by bringing new ones into being, as he did the 
firft of our race, by immediate creation; but 
he chofe rather to do it, by the intervent ion 
of fecond caufes, operating under his influence 
and direction. It would have argued benevo* 

kace. 
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Ignce, and to- an- high degree^ had, he perpetu-. 
i^d life and enjoynjent in.thp former of thefe 
w^ys.; bu,t, as his benevolence is always, mani*. 
fefte4 under tije. guidance, of wifdort>, he- haSv 
' preferred the latter of thenaj. and with good, 
jpeafon* For an^azing- flcill a?id contriv^ce are 
dilplayed ia, carryiag into, QfFeft this law of 
pf op^gatioa ; and it is fo done,, in concurrence- 
with other wifely contrived laws, as to fet off 
the- gopdriefs.of God in. the moft; confpicuous . 
hiftre. This i^ a point we fliall mgre fully 
cpafider afterwards, in its. proper place-^. I: fhalL 
therefore only fay aj prefent, . if th^ giving of 
Jife, aad, a capacity of enjoying happinefs', ta, 
y^ltly various clafleSiOf beings,, with. inaicime-. 
liable indiv.idaals in. every clafsi is a- proof of' 
l3enevolence,Jt muftb^ a greatly enhanced evi-. 
4pnce of it, to perpetuate this.life,^ and capa-: 
city of enjoy nnenjt, in^ f-j many- fucceflions,, 
through, alLages, from the. beginning* oC^cime. . 
It will fupely,^ betray hlindnefs; of in<elleftual>: 
fight, or bidnefe of hearf, if we cannot difcern • 
the djlplay of riches.of goodnefs; in xhus male- 
iXLg ' proYifion for prolonging, and multiplying, . 
ll.jtlv lifi?.- ajn4 hapginpfs., to, fgch millions, of 
Cfeaturps^ 

The manifeilation of the Divme: benevolence 
is likewife marvpUoully.confpicuous in. the care 
Gpd'coftrinuaUy c§keS: fpr the - prefervatio.n and - 
comfort of life in-all the claff^s of percipient 
cjcatures,^ however, nuoieroys, when,, by pro^. 
Mgatipn^^ they are brought into exiftcnge., 
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To Ibpport Kf<?, fo. a? thit it may be er^oyed) 




^njoymgnL, in a dii^ of percipient beings, con- 
t aning a j^codVy number of- individuals : But. 
]iow iamazinnrly. niult the argument ' rife in. 
ftremrth, v/hcA' d\e clajOre3 of ~ creatures arc" nu-* 
irjcr I? Beyo.ui cone eption/ and thQindividu all 
ir uiOie cKifT<?s rnuch nrioreTo I Did we behold, 
among rn^a oT large ability, to do gobd^ ph?. 
who fe.gjid wL hin, ' hirpftflf a, heart' to jprbyidc] 
and difl:ribu<-€ lupplies to hundreds of perjfohs'^ 
confli.fting with the ftraits' and 'difficulties Vrir 
fing from p9yerty, ahd.ia fuch n^bk meafyrcjL 
as to render liff pleafant to tbem, andfawhim' 
going gn doing' this in a fteady unifprm, Qoyrfci 
accounting and feeling himfelf happy in the. 
fatisia<5iQn of 9ther3 from the corrmui^icatipni 
pf his bounty :. I fay, if we kneVi^ cf fuch a uian, 
v;hat would l?e our fentiments of him ir> regar^J 
of benevolence. ?- ^e fhould think him a mi-: 
racle. of gopiinefs. We fhoyld n^Y?r ip^ntioa 
Jiis oam^.lpLUt with hpnoi:, and eftcem him wor^ 
thy to b? held 19 high repytaticn by all "who. 
have any degree of rationaji moral dif(;gr,nmcnt. 
But what a nothing is th^ benevpl^ncc of.t^iJi; 
good n:an, in comparifon with th^ Ipe.i^^ypl^nca 
pf God, whcfe b9.unty <^ly iEuppprts tciHlons^ 
pf men, and nur9lpLei;le6 ipillij9iri3, of xijferior. 
creat\3res, has fupported them thrpugh th9u^and^^ 
of paft fucceffions in life, and will y^t ftppor^ 

ifhem, 



^em^ having fettled an eftabli^n^^t ^^r^^ 
till tim.e iHall te ho more. ^ 

The prefervirug piX)yidence of Gof^^ extends 
<yen to yegstaQeSi who, in all: their kiijds, 
^nd iiidiyid^ aisi h^V^. Uf?. though vith-. 
out pejrc^pnpii |. y(hiclv lile is ptefei;y ed. and; per*. 
pctu^atcA bjr fuj5Ceffion,' andfo as to manifeft all^ 
wife sroodnefs/ though aot'to ihc^e exiilenf^s 
themidvejb not being, capahlc of enjoymen^ 
Vjct to, others, vhQ,ipgjBthCT with life, are cn4 
cbwecl wit h ^ X perceptive , power." Qf thefc t 
am aow. mprepirticujikrfy Ipeaking, ^d they 
iirc all the * providential: ' care of a/goo4 
i&pd> ' He nniaintains life in thwi, in their, nu-: 
merous ckflTes, anjdftjjl rpore^ numerous indi- 
viduals, andjCarries it oh to its apppintejd ftatc. 
of maturity and. perfection, and;^alL along with, 
a balance of pleiifure iri their favor." Whether 
they.are men cm*. hea(bi V whethejr.they are fowls 
of the air, or ftihes of the fea > ^hether. they, 
ar^. infefts, orothcr anirha^ ^9,^?? ^P ^^^ dc- 
iceading icale of fubordipatioi)^ as nqt to be 
yifibje tp human fight, bijt by the help pf glafsi*. 
icsi the'£)enevolent God is the grand efficient 
w fupportir^g. their life, and proy icjing . for its^ 
^omtortV* Iris i^rue, they are both fupported, 
^d provjkled for,' by the intervention of fecond:. 
^aiifes ; but, far from leffening, this incrcafes 
jhe greatiiefs and glory of the Divine goodnefs. 
Did God inrimediately/prelJerve aiid happify 
Cfe in his creatures, the^ beneficehce hereby 
i^played Would be confined to a fingle a£t of 

irrr.../ ,... y..-.. . . • , ..«.- ^^ , 
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|iis power only ; bu t as he does this by J^ trails 
of intervening ipeans, and inftrumental caufes^ 
his goocjn^fs 15, as.it were, multiplied in pro*, 
portion to. the yarjety of the fe wifely adapted; , 
means^and caufts.. For they are all inftanceJ5 of 
goodnefsj as truly as one immediate aft of pow-.. 
cr woulji be., A very lenfiblq^ writer has per-.. 
tinently ^xpreffed himftlf upon this head, in^ 
thefe wordi.i " whatever God effefts. by thc^. 
intcrpofition of means, and a train of interme-. 
diate caufes, he^Qould produce by his own inri-. 
mediate ppwer.^ Hq waqts not clouds_ to^ 
diftil rain,. nor human induftry to rr>akQ: 
the earth fruitful, nor the fruitfulnefs" of'thQ: 
earth to fopply food, nor food tofuftain life,. 
He could do thi^. by hi$ own immediate power.^. 
But he. choofes to manifeflr his providence,/ 
power, wifdom, apd goodnefs, . in a variety of; 
inftances,. and difpofitiQns -, and yet, his power 
and gopdnefs are hot only as niiuch concerned,^ 
and exercifed, in this way,, as if he produced- 
the end without the intervention of means, but. 
even much more : Bqca^ufe his power, wifdom^ 
and goodnefs are as much exerted, and illuflra-. 
ted, in every fmgle intermediate ftep,. as. if hc; 
had done the thing at once,, without, any in- 
Cermediare ftep at ^11,. There is as much pow-. 
cr, wifciom, and goodnefs exerjcifed in produ-. 
cing rain, rr in making the earth fruitful, or- 
in adapting food to the nourifhment of our bo- 
dies : I fay, there is as much power, wifdom,^ 
4jftd goodnefs, exercifed in any one of the/e 

ftefs^ 
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fteps, as there would be in nourifhing our bo-» 
^les by one immediate aft, without thofe in-^ 
termediare means." In the method of" prefer* 
Varion therefore, which God has pitched i^pon, 
he has in admirable wifdom contrived lb to 
cxercife his goodnefs, as both to multiply and 
beautifully diverfify the difplays of it. Ftr this 
is the real truth, with relpect to every inter- 
mediate llep in the way of preferving provi- 
dence. It is bv vapors exhaled from the earth 
anjd (eas, by the heat of the fun, that the 
clouds are formed : it is from the clouds that 
the rain falls; it is by the rain, and other con- 
curring caufcs, that vegetables of every fpecies, 
with their individuals, are preferved in life and 
growth ; it is by means of thefe vegetables, that 
innumerable multitudes of inferior perceptive 
ireatures are fupplied with food ; and it is from 
both thefe, that we men, the highelt order of 
beings in this lower world, are nourifhed and 
lupported in life and vigor. What an afton- 
ilhing train of intermediate inftrumental cau- 
fcs are held out to view, as made ufe of in 
carrying on the great and important work of 
prefervation ! And yet, every one of thefe in- 
ftrumental caufes, as intended, eftablifhed, and 
adapted, to accomplilh the prefervation of life, 
Iftanifelt goodnefs, and to a marvellous degree, 
«s ^ truly $s if it was efKled by one almighty a£t 
cSf immediate power ; and as juftly give ccca- 
l!on for grateful acknowledgments to that in- 
finitely benevolent b^in^, who is thus good to 
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all his creatures, imd conti&u&lijr fb^ as he everj^ 
tnotnciit concurs with tich one of theft % ari« 
bus fiibofdinate caufes by whole bpefatibn^ uh« 
der his influence; they arb fo provided fcr al 
to be fupplicd with the JTuppcits of life. . 

It may with pertinency blr addfcd hierei that the! 
benevolence of God; had it hot been difplayed 
under thie guidance of pe)*feft wifdcmi wotid 
probably ha-e pJ^fervcd Hfei ih the creatures 
to whom hb had given it, ih ah immediate way 
by one Ccntiniied fihglc aft of power; But h\i 
goodnefsj as rt^ahiftlled in frch a way, would 
ha\ e been lefs^ far kfs> thah in the way c f in- 
ftrumenral n^eans and Caiifesi the way m which 
it is n^W done; In « rder to convey a clear and 
juP idea of* this5 let it be cBfervedi 

It is n(»t cirnceivable, hbW the inferior crea- 
f'-res, ihanytfthtir clafTesi. could have had 
pleafute in lift, had it been fupported without 
i7fe:ans, by a continued fjngle aft of almighty 
power. Frf it is by tne means employed in 
preferving their life, that they are che percipi- 
ents c.f nn'ft « f that enjoyment they are madb 
capable of. Was it not for the food they live 
tjpcn, and the fatisfaftion they take ih prctur- 
ing, 2nd then eating it^ of what advantage 
would life be to them ? In what way cc iild iUf 
enj y it, or be happy in its Ccntinuahcc to ihcn/ 
It is owing to tht wirdpm of &od, ih fo crhtfi^- 
ing to preferve their life, as that his gocdncis ii 
liot ^ nty manifefted, but the manffeftatiohof it 
U multiplied in proportion to the multiplicati£a 
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t)? the means tTiat are ufed to this encl^ for that 
thefc means give rife to the delight they take 
in life. Had your life been prelerved by an 
immediate aft of power, where fhould we have 
4ooked for the happinels propea* to their re- 
ipeftisre natures ? Their life, fo far, as we arc 
able to judge, muft have been preferved in vain* 
There Would have been nothing, which could 
have yielded them pleafure>. The admirable 
•contrivance difcovered in their v^ious fenfes, 
:and fuiting objefts to them, would hav-e been 
to no purpofe. Both their fenfes, and thefc 
V3bje(is^ w6uld h^ve bieen 'altogether ufdefs» 
They could not have been the means of gra- 
tification to them^ 

• And the fame may be faid bif us men^, fo far 

*s we agree with the inferior creatures, as to 

"oxit animal part. We, as truly as they, are f^ 

Made with refpeft to owt bodies, that -life, con- 

.'fidered as bodily only, would have yielded us> 

comparatively, little or no delight^ had it beea 

Supported by an immediate exertion of the pow^ 

^r of God, There Would, in this cafe, have 

feeen no roonfi for thofe inftrumental^ fecondary 

caufes,in the adminiftration of providence, which 

.are now, not only the means by which we arc 

continued in bodily life, but the means alfo by 

.which our life, in this view, of it, is ren- 

-defed plealant and happy to us. To v/hac 

lUrpofe v/as the wifdom of Gcd employed, in 
To curioufly contriving our bodily facjhics, and 
adapting fo great a variety of o^jjcTcs to giva 

W tl;cnx 
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them pleafure, if it was not, that he might diif^ 
flay liis &,oodnefs, and the riches of it, by pre 
ferving life in a way> that Ihould be cloftly 
connefted with making it, at the lame time> de- 
firably fweet and plcafant ? And this goodnefs 
of his is enlarged inprcponion to the number, 
variety^ and adaptation of thofe objects, which 
iare, at once, the means both of preferving life^ 
and rendering it more happy than it c^uld hav« 
been, in the way of power immediately exert* 
cd from above. 

But the goodnefs of G d, ia the work of 
prefervation,. with refpeft to us men, is not 
confined, as it is in regard of the inferior crea- 
tures> to the animal pleafure only> which he has 
corineded with his continuing us in life, and 
the mediate way in which he does it. For, as 
we are endowed \vith intellectual and moral 
powers, as well as bodily fenJ'es and appetites^ 
we are made capable of happinefs, and in a no- 
ble degree, by the exercife of thefe powers upon 
the very means, and inPrumental caufes, by 
which we are fupportcd in life. The amazing 
contrivance God has manifcfted, in the forma- 
tion of our bodies with fenfcs and appetites, and 
in the adaptation cf f^jch a multiplicity of ob- 
jefts to give them fatisfaftion within reaibna* 
blc limits, is a vaftly plentiful fource of plca^^ 
fure to the mind, as well as body, but in a far 
fupc^rior and more exalted kind. Is the body 
fo fitted, by its make, to be fupported, and, at 
the fame time, delighted by this variety of 

objedtsj 
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ohjefts, the mind aUb la fo framed, as to be . 
capable of being much more delighted in the 
view it may take of the riches of wifdom and 
flciU, the Deity has manifefted in (o contriving 
the method of furcentation, as that, by means 
of it, w.e may enjoy the happinels that is fuited 
to the naturetof intelligent, as well as animal 
beings. The conftitution, indeed, of the earth 
we live on is fuch> that moft of irs produfti- 
ons appear to have been intended, as they are 
well adapted, to carry into effedt the work of 
prefervacion, fo as that, we might not only be 
fupported by a vaft variety delirabJe for food,, 
raiment, and the reafonable gratificatiLon of our 
Jb >dil7 appetites, but that we might, alfo take 
occafion, even from this very way in which our 
bodily life is fupported, and with pleafure, fa 
to exercife our mental powers, as that, unlefs. 
it be owning to ourfelves, we may be even 
more happy as intelligent, than animal crea- 
tures. And we may be jftill more happy ^a 
int)ral beings. For 'among all the objefts ia 
nature, though they are inconceivably niiuki- 
plied with variety, there is not one that is fuited 
to. the prefer vation and comfort of life, ^nd made 
ufe of by the Deity to this purpofe, but what 
affords juft matter for, and a powerful excire- 
nient to, thofe religious, devotional, grateful 
acknowledgments to our daily preferyer and 
benefaftor, which conflitute no fmall part of 
that mo'^al happinels we are made capable of. 
There are, perhaps, few truly pious perfons, bu 
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haveMt more pleafiare in cGntempIatiiig,adcnrc** 
ingyznd adoring the ainazingly wife^aiid benevo*^ 
lent way, in which ihey arc fupported in life 
with fo nuich ecrrifort, than they ever did from? 
the gratification of theiF bodily fenfes. They 
certainly might ; and if they have not,, it aiufe 
be afcribcd to the diillncfs of their nrjoral. pcr-^ 
ception, or a faulty pcrverfion of it^ 

The truth is, had the prefervation of life, int 
the creatures on whom God has beftowed ex-» 
ifteRce in thisvrcrld, been afiedted by a finglc 
continued exertien of Almighty pewer> there 
would not have been that multiplied manifef- 
tation of the Divine gecdnefs, which we have 
now fo iT.r.ch reafcn to admirc> and be thank- 
ful for. The dv/ifc God, no doubt> could 
have n-.ade man, and the other percipient be-^^ 
ings on earth, and preferved them in life, by aa 
i-nr.rrictlir'te ;\£l of power ; but then their make> 
and tilt: way in which they might be fitted for 
the ci:r>yn.ent of happinefs, muft have been> 
in irany refpcds, difTcrent from what itnowis^ 
and xht whole ccnllitutirn of the world alfo 
nuift hnve been modelled upon a difFercnc 
plan. Pc^frbly, there may be fuch creatures* 
exilling in furh a world. But for fuch crea- 
tures as cxitt in fuch a world as our's,. prefer- 
vation in life, not by fecondary inltrumental 
caufcs, but an immediate exertion ( f power, 
would be fo f:\r rrom increafing, that it would 
leflen, the manifcflations of the Divine benevo- 
knee. Fer, in the latter of thefe ways, its ma- 
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nifeftation would be confined to one a<5t only, 
whereas^ in the latter, it is nianifciled in every 
intermediate ftep, and is confequently diverii- 
fied> and multiplied, in proportioato the aum-«» 
her, and variety of them, • 

There is yet,, in the adminiiiratioa of provi- 
dence, another prrtof of the Divine goodnefs, 
and a more ftriking one,, to thofe whi are belie- 
vers, in revelation, than any that have been 
mentioned. It is the redemption of aian by 
Jefus Chrift. 

This. great work of God, as we are told in- the 
fcriptures,. from whence al^^ne all our knowledge 
of this matter, muft be fetched, took rife from 
his rich love, and difmtereftedgood will towards 
the race of man. The infinitely good Godj^ 
if we may depend upon the bible,, was not exci- 
ted to purpole, or contrive, or reveal, or exe- 
cute the gofpel-plan of falvation, by any mo- 
tive extraneous to himlelf y but benevolence of 
heart was, the true fuurce, and the only one, 
from whence it all proceeded. Had not God 
been moved by the eflential, immenfe goodnefs 
of his own nature, he would not have come in- 
to it. The movement hereto was within himfelf. 
•He confulted his own bowels qF love and mercy, 
und from hence it was, that he employed his 
wifdom to Contrive it. It fprang from this 
fource antecedently to all other confiderationsj 
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Riit then it fbould be minded, the fniflioq 
cf his own fon from heaven, into our world 
ta become incarnate, that he might by being 
obedient to death, make atonement for the fins 
cf men, and by h^s exaltation, in^ confequence 
of this obedient fubmidion,^ at the right hand 
of Gtod to finifli the work, he had begun oa 
earthy are the grand means by which this (hi- 
penduoust benevolence of the Deity, in the 
bufinefs of falvation, is carried into efFe6t. Onlyj^ 
it fl> >uld be carefully obfcrved, that neither the- 
incarna»:ion of thebkfled Jefus,nor any thing he^ 
ever did, cr fuiFcred, or may be now doing 
in heaven, are to be considered as the origin?4 
motive to the plan of redemption^ For the in- 
tervening mediation of Jefiis Chriftwas poflierior 
to, and coiifeq'Jent upon, this good will of God> 
and one tf the glorious effe6b of it. Th^ 
fcripcure alw»iys views it in this point of lights 
Some may have" expreffed themfelves, Co as to 
lead one to think, that the blood of Chrift wai 
was flied to paciiy the refentments of God, and 
to prod'.'ce in him a willingnefs to become 
rec ncilable to finful man. But fuch a mode 
of c nception is hi.^hly injurious to the father 
of mercies, and utccrly fubverlive of that be- 
nevolence in God, to which even the appoint- 
ment of Chrift to be the Savior was originally 
owing. So far was the blood uf Chrift from 
being intended to work upon the heart of Godj^ 
and llir up compafliori in him^^ that i: was love^ 
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%,nd becaufe he delighted in mercy, that he" fpa* 
Ved him not, but celivered him up for es aiL** 
The incarnation, obedience, fv.iierings, and 
death of Chrift are therefore to bq confidcrcd as 
%he Way, or method, in v/hich the wifdom o^ 
God thought fit to bring int:^ event the redemp- 
tion of iran. -And a imAi wifely concerted n.c- 
thod it is. In this way, mankind are obvi* 
oufly led into juft fentiments of the vile nature^ 
and deftruftive defert of fin ; as alfo of that fa- 
cred regard, which God will forever (hew td 
the honor of his own governing authority : 
Nor ton Id they^ in any way, have been mom 
powerfully engaged to turn from their iniqui- 
ties, and fubmit to the government of heaven^ 
ias preparatives without which they can have 
ho reafonable hope of being happy. Perhaps^ 
there is nothing more powerfully fuitcd to 
"work on the hi-man rrind, imprcfling it with 
«n holy awe and reverence of the Divine Ma- 
jefty^hatredof Im and refolutions roforfakeit,thaa 
a ferious turn ofthoufi^ht to the foiiowsi^ndfuffcr- 
ings of Jefus Chrift, appointed by the wifdoni of 
an infinitely benevolent God, a^ tiie only way^ 
in which fie has judared it cxiJM,,cat to admit 
his offending creatures to. the bcixfit of a par-*- 
don. What horrible ideas mt- fi thar man en^* 
tertain of fin, what adorable <ip;:rc!icnfioi\s oi 
the authority^ the righteoufncil;, and holineis o^ 
•the great Govern cr of the world, who c nfiders^ 
in a believing, realifing, afiefting manner, what 
the bki&d Jefus .did^ and fulfered> in his itatit 
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of humiliation, as the only method coiiforma* 
bly to tvhich the alwife God, though infinite-** 
ly good, has thought fit to make the grant of 
forgiving mercy ? 

Though this method of ouf redertptioii bf 
Jefus Chrift appears to te a wifely concerted one 
for the difplay of the Divine benevolence> on 
account ot the reafons we ha\e mentioned ; yet 
vrc may, at prefent, be ignorant of other i-ea* 
fons which concur to make it fo» We muft 
indeed be acquainted with the whole affair oi 
redemption, that is, with the whole effeft that 
would have been confcquent upon fin> and the 
whole tfTedt of dcli^Trance from it> and thil 
throughout our whole exiftence ; and We muft 
alfo be acquainted with all the ways> in which 
' there may be a connexion between the liiedi* 
ating Work of Chrift> and falvatipn, before wfe 
may, with any face of propriety, pretend per* 
feftly to fee into the Vv^ildom of this method of 
God's manifefling his benevolence* It may be 
a mean moft v^^ifely connefted with its prcpcfed 
end in ways unthought of by us at prefent* 
Nor is this an objeftion of any weight againft 
its fitnefs as a mean well adapted to accom* 
plifh its end. For it is a certain truths that, 
moral means often look foi-ward to diftant fu» 
turity, and the wifdom of their connexion, with 
the end to be efFefted by them,, is not difcern* 
ed, at leaft in perfeftion, till the end and tht 
means c?n be compared with eachothec. Th<5 
ftate of things, for inftance^ under the Mofaic 
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idlfp^nfation, was, according to the new-tefta* 
rnent reprefentation, a moral mean in order to 
fome future, diftant end ; and its fitnefs^ as fuch, 
was little underftood till the difpenfation of 
the Meflias : Nor is it yet fo clearly and fully 
perceived, as perhaps it may be, even in this 
world, ia the coming days of greater light and 
knowledge^ and certainly will be in that worldy 
W|iere we ftiall "know even as we are known^'* 
And this is undoubtedly the cafe, with reference 
'to the method of our falvation by Jeftis Chrift* 
it was contrived by God, in order to his wifely 
diiplaying his benevolence towards finncrs. And 
the fcripture has faid enough to fatisfy us for 
the prefent, that it is a wife and fit method, par- 
ticularly in thofe ways wherein we have ihewn 
it to be fo : But there is no need of fuppofing^ 
that it has fully revealed the whole or what 
may be .known in another world, tending to il- 
luftrate the wifdom of it; what I mean is, that 
tevelation may not have explained in direft, and 
pofitively clear and full terms, wherein ^^ the 
t>]^dienc'e of Chrift to death" has virtue and 
tmcacy in the affair of man*s redemption, as 
^ wife, fiti and benevolent mean in order to 
this end. And, perhaps, it might not be con- 

• Venient it fliould, had it been poflibie. 

But fome mayfay> this method of falvation, 
through the mediatory doings and fuffenngs of 

. Jcfus Chrift, infteadof magnif;;ing the bencvo- 
lencp of the Deity, is rather a diminution of ir^ 

. if not. an inconfifteacy with it. And To it n.ally 
■ "^ X would 
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would be, if God had wanted pity, and the de* 
fign of the mediation of Chrift had been to 
excite it in huii j but this was no part of the 
intention of his undertciking for finners. For 
it was God who fent him upon this work i 
and he was moved to it f roni his owfi bowels of 
mercy. His own infinite benevolence of heart 
put him upon it : Nor fliould wc ever have 
heard of Chrift, or of tlie way of rcdcmptioa 
through him, if the motive hereto had not been 
within the breaft of God. This is the account 
the fcripture always gives of the matteft Saya 
our Savior himfelf, " God fo loved the worid, 
that he gave his only begotten Sen, that who-- 
foever believcth in him fliould not perifli but 
have everlafting life." Every word in this 
text is emphatically expreflive of the truth we 
arc upon." God fo loved the world," fo greatly, 
fo inconceivably ; was fo moved by the origi-* 
nal, effential, and eternal goodnefs of his na- 
ture, that " he gave," that is, of meer mercy 
and free favor ; without any thing obliging, of 
conftraining him hereto ; he gave " his only 
beroiten fon," and for this mcft benevolent 
endy that " whofoever believeth in him fhould 
not pcrilh, but have everlafting life/* You 
obfcrvc, the gift of Chrift, through which 
we have redemption, fprang originally from the 
love of God. His own merciful nature put hind 
upon the beftowment of this gift, and upon no 
lefs a defign than the faving of men from deftruc- 
tion, and opening a way for their ^dmiflion to 

life 
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life aad immortality in heaven. The fame ac- 
couat is frequently to be met with elfewhere in 
the new-teftameAt books. ' Says the apoftle 
Paul, " God qommencicth his love towards us, 
in that, while we were yet finners, Chrift died 
for us." You perceive at ooce, that God's love 
is here reprefented as that which gave rife even 
to Chrift's dying for us. To the like purpole 
is that declaration of the apoftle John , " In 
this was maaifefted the love of God towards us, 
becaufe that God fent his only begotten fon 
into the world, that we might live through 
him." And the fame thing is either exprefP- 
cd, oj* implied in many other paflages in fcrip^ 
ture, which it would be needlefs to mention. 
And wherein could the Deity have more illuftri- 
OuQy difplayed the greatnefs of his benevolence,, 
than by the conflitution of his own fon to be 
the medium through whom falvation {hould be 
communicat.ed to us ? 

It may perhaps be faid, Had God, by one An- 
gle adt of free, fovereign grace, without any in- 
tervening means,, proclaimed his readinefs to 
^ pardon fmners, and admit them to his favorable 
notice, would he not have manifefted more 
goodncfs,, have more confpicuoufly difplayed 
the riches of his grace,, than he could' have 
done in any other way ?. 

It would, no doubt, h^ve been evidential of 
goodnefs, if God had thus made an abfolute fo- 
vereign grant of pardoning, faving n:ercy to the 
fWul funs of men ; bu : there would in this v.ay^ 

have 
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PART IIL 



'^fwering the principal ohje^ions which have h^ 
urged agaittfi the benevolence of the Deity.. 



TH E traces of goodnefs are fb vifible, itk 
every part of the creation we know any ' 
thing about, particularly in this world of our*Sj^ 
and in the formation of man, his implanted fa- 
culties, and the methods by which,, accoixling 
to cftabliflied laws, under the government rf^ 
providwoe, they may be improved to his be- 
ang as perfedl and. happy as can reafoaably be 
defired,. that it is ftrange any fliould caH in 
queftionthe Creato r's benevolence : And yc^ 
no one of his attributes have been more vio-^ 
lently attacked. The great difficulty obJ€Aed„ 
is the evil there is in the world* This, worl(|.- 
ofour's, and mankind in particular, itsnoblcft. 
inhabitants, which are reprefented as monuments; ' 
cf the Deity*s goodnefs, are mentioned as prooft 
of a deficiency in this very point. 

Say thefe objeftors, if an infinitely benevo* 
lent Being is the Supreme Creator, and Ruler,, 
whence came thofe imperfeftions, and pofitivc 
evils, which abouni in the world> and which 
all ranks of creatures are fubjefted to ? How 
fliall we account. for the miferies, in innumera- 
ble kmdsj which men in particular lie grcan^ 

ins: 
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iilg under ? What fliall we fay of the many dil^ 
cafes, accompanied with torment of body, and 
Anguiih of mind, to which they are liable, and 
which finally put an end to their prefent flate 
of exiftence ? And could thefe things be ac- 
counted for, who can reconcile that moral ir-^ 
regularity^ which has been introduced into thb 
'world) and its direful effe^fls, with the fuper-in- 
fending agency and government of a being 
obfoiutely holy and good ? 

This, in general, is the dilTicuity pleaded^, 
•And a very great che it is ; but a difficulty, it 
maybe worth remarking, as we pals along, liot 
levelled againftChriftians only,X)rthe f eligicnthey 
J>rofefs, but agaihftall religion, natural as well 
a^ revealed : InfjmUch, that let men's rcligicil 
ije what it may, whether they are Jews'orHea-^ 
^ens^ Deifts or Chriftiails, they are equally em- 
'- .barratfed with it. For it being a fure faft, that 
Eh and mifery are in the world, if they believe 

Plhit ^ wife and good God made and 
governs it, they are all undef likfe obligations 
to do what they can to reconcile thefe two 
things, Svhich haVe fuch an appearance of in- 
^onfiftency with each other. And this accor- 
dingly has been the endeavor of perfcns ct 
ill different religions, in all parts of the world. 
tVbence ume evil ? has indeed, in all ages, 
been a perplexing queftion ; and no one, it 
fliay be, has more puzzled the greatcft pre- 
tenders to retfon, « well as religion. 

It ' 
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It Was this that gave rife to the fchenie of 
jjf^^ independent oppofite principles in the univerJe ; 
the one g;od, from wh.m is derived every 
thing that is good j the ether evil, from whom 
is derived every thing that isevil, whether natural 
or moralk It is obfcrvable, even this Manichean 
notion, however ndiculous,is yet founded on tjic 
fuppofiticncf fuch evidences of goodnefs in the 
creation, as are too glaring to be denied. The 
fault therefoi'c of the fyftcni is, not fo much that 
it difputes the exiftencc of a benevolent caufe, as 
that it weakly imagines the exiftence of ano- 
ther oppofite one, equally powerful and inde- 
pendent j the fuppcfiticn cf which two co-or- 
dinate Deities looks too much like an arbitrary 
contrivance, invented only for the fake bf re- 
moving away the difficulty arifing from the 
appearance of cviL To be fure, it is an opi- 
nion fo fiw from being founded on folid proof, 
that it cannot be fuppcrted by any argument 
fetched from the principles of true realon. It 
is indeed a fcheme utterly deftruftive of itfelf. 
Forthcrctwooppofireprinciples being, by fuppo* 
fition, ptrreftly equal,itisinipofiible there iliould 
have been, clch-r good or evil,unlefs by their mu- 
tual confcnt in operation ; and it is impolfibk 
alfo there fliould have been this confent, upon 
any other plan than that, of the production of 
good and evil in equal propordons. And is 
this the truth of fadt ? So far from it, that,in 
the v/hole circle of exiilence, there is no au-« 
pcarince of fuch equality. The truth is* the 

uniforn; 



^hlforrhj lAvaHkblcf t^ftdency of nature^ with 
%'cfpe6t to all the creatures Wt know any thing 
^f, is their perfeftiort and happinefs vi^ithm 
their i^toper fphere : Nor can it be tf uly faid 
t)f any fpecies of creatures that they do not ac- 
tually attain to the enjoyment x)f good, much 
T^ut- weighing the evil they are obliged to fuf- 
fer i N^hich could not have been the cafe> if 
there was exifting an evil power of opera- 
tion equal to the good one-. Some of the crea- 
tures, upon this hypo:hefis> muft have carried 
the rrtarks of the evil principles that pi-odiVcedl 
theni, in the tendency of their conilitutibn to rtiife- 
ryi balancing the tendency of it to good ': Other-^ 
wifej there would not be aii eqViality in the ex- 
ertions of theft oppofite equal powcrs.-^But I 
heed not enla5fge in the refutation of fo pal- 
pable an ablurdity. However, tlit difficulty^ 
vrhich oceafiohed ir, deferves to be ferioufly and 
thoroughly debated. And this will be more 
clearly and intelligibly done, by going over it^ 
fcveral parts, and treating them diftindly as fo 
many objeftions. 

Only, it rrtay be fit to make one previous 
general remark, which I efteerrl an impoftant 
one,' and defite maybe kept in mind through 
"the whole that may follow. It is this j that no 
objeftion ought to be elteemed fufHcient to fet 
afide the pofitive proof, that has been given of 
the Deity's benevolence, which>when thorcu,'jhi\^ 
(examined, will be found finally to terminate iit 
jpCNORANCiL. What I mean is, that n'9 af5pear- 

y ancc 
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ancc in nature, capable of being alledged, ought 
to be looked upon as conclufivcly arguing an 
inconfijlency with goodnefs, meekly or only 
becaule we may not be able particularly and ful- 
ly to point out their conmlency with each other : 
I fay, nicerly or only for this reafon, becaufe 
there is an evident difference between our not 
particularly difcerning wherein the covftjiency oi 
two things lies, and clearly perceiving that 
there is a real incofjftjlency between them. And 
could any appearance be all edged, between 
which and infinite goodnefsy the human mind- 
clearly perceives a real inconfiftency^ it ifi. rea- 
dily confelTed, it would be a fufficient reftraint, 
in true reafon, from attributing this perfeftion 
to the 'Deity. But the cafe is quite otherwife, 
where the amount of all that can be faid con- 
cerning any appearance is only this, that it 
furpaffcs our ability particularly to trace the 
ways, wherein it may tend to good. And Ihall it 
be thought ilrange that there fliould be, in na- 
ture appearances of this fort ? It is no more 
than might reafonal)ly he expeftcd, confidering 
the impcri-eclion of our faculties, and incapa- 
cicy therefrom to view the works of God as con- 
nected with, and dependant on, each other, in 
the Divine p!an of operation * No eye but 
God's can take in tlie ijohole Jchcne of creation 
and providence. And therefore it is probable, 
the highell order of created beings are inca- 
pable of feeing perfectly into the rcafcns of the 
Divine condud", Much iefs may it be thought, 

that 



OF THE DEITY. 179 

that this fh^uld be the privilege of fuch com- 
paratively low, weak creatures as we are. So 
far are we from comprehending the connexion 
of the univerfe in its yarious parts, their mu- 
tual dependence on, and fubordination to, each 
other, that our knowledge is confined to a few 
beings and things in it, and to a very fmail part 
of the fcheme of God, even with refpeft to thefe. 
And fliall it then be counted an objeftion of any 
weight againfb the goodnefs of God's works, 
that we are not able, in every inftance, to fee 
wherein they, are connefted with^W.^ Ought 
it not rather, to be concluded, as to fuch in- 
ftances,. that the defeft lies, not in the tendency 
of God's works, but in our incapacity to conne<5t 
them togej:her, and view them in the reference 
they bear to each other ? This is certain- 
ly no more than a fit expreflion of hiimility and 
modefty in fuch ftiort-fighted creatures as we 
are. And it were to be wilhed, that our- inqui- 
ries into the meafures of the Divine condu6t 
were more generally made under the habitual 
influence of thele principles. I would not be 
mifunderftood in what I now fay. I have no 
intention to reftrain mankind, imperfeft as they 
are, from reafoning with all freedom upon the 
prefen-t, or any other fubjeft, wherein the De- 
;tty is concerned : Much Icfs have I it in view 
to ftop the mouths of objetlors, only by bid- 
ding them be hucnble and modeft, becaiife God 
is above them, and his ways and thoughts high 
afooye their's as the heaveas are high above th«s 

earthy 
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earrh, I am fenriblc, tb^it hutr ill ty duly regu** 
J:;:cd by rcafi;n and religion, as it r i ght al-? 
wjys to be, is no enemy to the freelt debateai 
pot th(^fc \Vhich relate even to the proceedings^^ 
of God. /it is t he pretence of humility, not 
tliC principle ItlVlf, that mukes an out-cry againi^^ 
£l:ch inquiries. And to this falfe hupiility, atf 
leaft in part, it may b? owing, that fo many ab- 
furdities, horribly reproachful ta«hc naturq 
and governipent pf Go4y have been embraced 
in the '^orld, It has d- ubtleft too often be- 
trayed n.en into fuperftition and bigotry, giving^ 
them a mean, abjeft caft of mind,^ whcpcbjf 
their intelleftual faculties have been very mucj^ 
iin fitted for the right difcharge of their pFopci^ 
olnce. Thisv in tputh, is the rock which raul- 
tirndes have fplit upon ; not confidering tha% 
fubaiifTion eyen to the Deify ought always ta 
be exereifed under the cunduft of reafon an4 
good fcnfc*. And if thus exercifed, though it 
wiil he an cfTeftual rellraint from pride and ar- 
roo-anee, kcepinp: rren within the fphere of 
tiitir powers, ard roskir^ them nicdeft and 
cautious, (-f: rcalivin regard of the things which 
thr- -re . hie to c'-nikler not in thar intire c^»-. 
ve'^kn h»'?- fr.'ry nnd 2^^ Jeforcitt "parts of feme 
fr-dt vjhtlc\ Y.r, it will, at the fame ti r.e, put 
them upon due cr.re and pains, in the ufe of 
tltir ^'ir^iH'es, thai they know the truth 5 it 
vili difpofv* their, frrely and fliirly to hear and 
extmine whatever may be decently offered 
q;; both iideaof a cjuellionj that they may be 

rationally 
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f^tionally prepared to make a wife and impaFr* 
|ial judgqicat ii^ the cafe j in a word, it wi4 
influence th^m to form theif fentinent3, nQ? 
jiccor4ing to fh^ authoritative deciiions of men, 
or the opini.jns generally prevailing in the pla-^ 
f e5i where they live, hut according to the truth 
pf thiiTigs fo far as they are ^We, under the 
advantage?! they ar? f^vour^4 with, be they 
I flore (jr l efe.f 

It \yiil not he fuppofed after faying this, 

that the prefent remark i& macje with a view to 

tilke (helter v)nc|er the pretence of that Him^Kty 

^pd n[^>Kiefty, which become creacu^'es, cfpeci-j 

%]ly fuoh imiperfect loaies as men are,, toward^ 

the great Creator. It is freely confefled, thera 

jre niiny things* poffible to conceptions, which 

are abfolutely inconfiS;ent, ia true reafbn^ with 

^finite benevohnce. And it is. as readily oon- 

(reded, that we are endov^ed with faculties, ena?, 

bling us clearly and certainly to diftrern thi* 

incor^fiftency : Info nuch that no folid reafoii; 

pan be afljgned, why we (hould call in qucftioa 

^e truth of our perceptions in this cafe, any 

inore than \^ others. And fhould we do it, in?^ 

ftead of humility ^nd fubmiflion, I fee not but 

«pe fhould difcover downright contempt of our 

implanted powers. And, in truth, could any 

ftppearances, in all nature, be produced between 

pfbicb and infinite, goodnej^ th^ human mind 

i:Quid, clearly perceive a real^ pa^tivs inconfijlencyj 

it could^ afting rationally, affent to it as true 

(h^C there was e:s(ifting an infinitely benevolent firfl 

cawfe, 
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caufe. Here therefore is full fcopc allowed for 
the objcftors in the prefent difpute. And if 
they are able to produce, in the whole compafi 
of being, any appearajiees that will excite in the 
minds of rational agents the idea of a real^ un^ 
doubted incefifijiency with good?tefsy k is granted 
their end is anfwered, they have argued con- 
clufively. Bi>tth€n> it ought to be acknowled-- 
ged, on the other hand, that if thefe appear'* 
cvcesy in their laiV refult, center in ignorance^ 
and only prove that our capacities are fcanty, 
and not formed to take in the whole of what ij 
proper to be confidered in the cafe ; and that 
good, the greatejl goody nriay be the produftion oF 
thefe appearances J in the end, for all that we 
know, or can prove, to the contrary ; I fay, ii> 
this view of the matter, it ought to be. ingenu- 
oully confefled, that Juch appearances, in ftricSb 
reafoning, conclude nothing againft the benevo^ 
lence of the Ikiiy. For this is certainly the truth 
of the cafe. And all the reproach that is re- 
fleftedonthe Divine goodnefs by this kind of 
arguing can reafonably be looked upon as no 
other than the effect of ignorance^ ; not to fay 
pride and arrogant prefumption, in taking upon 
us to judge and determine in matters lb evi- 
dently beyond the reach of our powers. 

This general obfcrvation, which I believe 
no one will deny to be juft, I efteem fully fuf- 
ficient to anfwcr the general objeftion againft 
the benevolence of the 'Deity, which has been 
brought fron^ the appearances of evil in the cre- 
ation. 
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!litioh. However, I ftiall riot content myfelf 
Viththis general reply, but proceed to adiftmdt 
tronfiderati on of the particular objeftions con- 
tained in the general one above-mentioned. 
And they may be reduced to thefe three, the im^: 
:p€rfeil powers of fo many of the creatures wfi© are 
capable of happinels j the moral diforders which, 
have taken place in the world ; and the natural 
'evils which arc fo numerous, and turn fo much, 
to the difadvantage, efpecially of^^^w/. 

1. The ftrft objeftion againit the infinite be- 
hevolence of the Deity is taken from the imper-^. 
/feStion offo many of the creatures on this earth 
of our's. What a diminutive creature, com- 
paratively fpeaking, is even man, themoftpeix 
feft of them all ? How fmall his capacity for 
happinefs ? And how much fmaller ftill the 
capacities of the inferior perceiving beings,, 
through their feveral ranks, in the de- 
scending fcaie, of fubordination ? And 
could it be thus, if God was infinitely 
good ? Could not an infinitely benevolent Cre- 
ator have communicated nobler capacities for 
happinefs ? And if he could, how can his not 
doing it be reconciled with the idea of him as 
kn infinitely benevolent Being ? 

In anfv/er to this difficulty,- it may be faid, 
the bringing into exillence an abfolutely per- 
fed: creature is not within the reach of infi- 
nite goodneis, aided by almighty power. The 
very idea of a creature is efTcntially connefted 
with comparative imperf^i^ion ^ a$ it derive^ 

iU 
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iti biting iffom ahothcri is depfcfiafeht bh thai 
other for its cdntinuailce in beings and i^ h^- 
ceflarily finite in its natiire and powel-si To fup^ 
|)ofe a created being infinite, would bfe to flipj' 
pofc it equal With its Creator ; which is tod 
abfiird to be admittfedw Abfolute perfeftibii 
thet^forie is an incommunicable glory of thIS 
only true God; And Ihould there be a crfea- 
tion, comparative imjperfeftibn itiuft exift in itj 
totherwife it could not exift at all. Coh](cquiBntly> 
if futh impcrfeftion is an evil, it is fuch an bnt 
tts mufl: take place, or there could be hb dif- 
play of the Divine benevolence. « — But thetrbtft 
IS,, meer imperfediori is no ie'vil, to be fure no 
pbfitive one : Nor may God, with the leatt 
propriety, be confidcred as the alithbr of it; 
This matter has been fet in a clear and ftrbiig 
jpoint of light by Arch-Deacbn Law^ in his 
32d. Note on Arch-Bilhop King's "origin of 
ibviV* His words are thefe, " God iis the caiife 
of perfe(5tiori only, not of defeft, which fo faf 
forth as it is natural to created beings hath hb 
canfe at all, but is meerly a negatiofiy or ntn^ 
entity. For every created thing was a negatiori 
or non-entity, before it had a pofitive beingi 
and it had only fo rnuch of its primitive nega- 
tion taken away from it, as it had pofitivt be- 
ing conferred on it ; and therefore, fo far forth 
as it is, its being is to be attributed to the fo* 
vereign caufe that produced it : Eiit fo faf 
forth as it is not, its not being is to be attri- 
buted tQ the original non- entity out of which it 

was 
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^is pro4ucedv For that whi(?h wai once no* 
thing would ftill have bceij nothing* had il r^oC 
l?een for the >caVi^ tlmt gavt being to. it^ 
j^nd therefore, that it is fo far nothing mti^ tl^ 
^S| limitted and defe^v^* is only to be attribii^ 
ted to its own primitive nothingne(s^ As for,ia«^ 
iflrapce) if I give a poof man a hundred f^nilKlf^ 
^at he is worth fo ..much money h Vj^^olly 
ipwing to me, but th^t he is not worth an kun-r 
idre^ more is owing whoUy to his own povef % 
tys. And juft;fp> that I .luiVe fuch; aiid JiwH 
perfedtipns, of being is ,whoUyi owing ito God> 
yho produced me out of nothings but liat ^ 
h ave Aich and fiich defefe of being is only owing 
to that «(7/f-e^^//^ out qf which be pipdUdbd mc*'^ 
It will probably be fai4hei^5 we fee in, the 
£i:eation inaumerabk; brings with implanted 
^culties^ making tti6n\ the 6^pabk percipients 
i^f happinefs in indefinitely Variou? degrees* 
ifome.ijn an higher, others in a lower, till we 
|iavc got doWn to the lowef): "we <:an conceive 
tof., Can this be the work of an infinitely benevo-* 
lent Being.? ; Would he have made lb many crea* 
tures fo.imperfefl:, astp be capable ofhappinel$ 
in fuch low degrees only ? If it was his ple.aAire 
tp^bringbeingsiniio exiftence, from non-cndty^ 
Wtxuld he not if infinitely good, have endowed 
them with higher artd more npble capacities tox 
Kappin^fs ? The obvious ai^fwer is th;s, if la 
a creation, in which there are beings ihCpncei- 
tjrably vfirious. ;jn^ {heir capacUit:*t, -fpr liappinefsj 
ihcr^ may be the communicatidin of mors 
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COOD, than could otherwife have been cortl* 
mtinicated, it is fo far from being ^n obj'eftibfl 
againft the Divine behevolence, that thcfc be* 
ings'of lower capacities for the i^njoytnent ojf 
happinefs were brought into cxiftcnce, that it 
is at once an illuftration, and ft^ong proof of it^ 
it is readily owned, if the whole refult of com-^ 
municated good was nothing it»oi-e than the 
^roduftron of fbch imperfeft beings, as arc ca- 
pable -of happinefs in a low mealb^e only, it 
might bethought the Deity, if infinite in benevo- 
lence, had been wanting in the manifeftation 
of it. But, if there are other beings gradually 
rifing, in the fcale of exiftehCe, to an incon- 
ceivable height in their capacities for the en- 
joyment of happineft, and of the ttioft fuperiof 
kind too, why fliould it be thought ftrange, 
that there Ihould be imperfeft ones alfo, in the 
like gradually defcending fcale ? Efpecially, if 
they are all confidered as parts of fome greats 
WHOLE, feverally concurring to make one uni-*- 
verfal, glorioufly connefted fyftem, capable of 
yielding as much good, as the infinitely be-*- 
nevolent Being, guided in his exertions by 
unerring wifdom, has thought fit to commu- 
nicate. 

In this view of the matter, it is not necef* 
fary, that every fyftem making the univerfal 
one, or that every creature in ^ach fyftem^ 
Ihould be equally perfeft. For,' though, with 
refpeft to particular fyilems, and beings, com- 
pared with one another, th^ri? ihould be ever 
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Co great a dmerjtty \ yet this ought not, in rea- 
ion, to be efteemed an objeftion againft the 
Divine benevolence, if, upon the whole, there 
is the difplay of as much good as infinite wif- 
dom has thought proper : Nay^npon fuppofition 
there nriay-, in this way, be the communication 
of morei goody thaa in any other, it would be 
an obje£tion againft infinite benevolence, if it 
was not in this way difplayed. The creation 
is, in fafb, a diverfifiedont. It therefore lies up- 
on the objeftors, againft the benevolence of the 
Deity to make it appear,, that lefs good is capa- 
ble of being: communicated upon this plan, than * 
might have been upDa fomeothen Until this- 
is. done, which never will be, as it has never yet 
been, no complaint can reafonably be made^ 
againft the Deity,, as having been wanting in 
his benevoleace> oa account of bringing into 
cxiftence a croarion, diverftfied in the manner * 
we fee this is. in which we hold our beings. 

There are only two ways, in general, in which " 
ai^ infinitely benevolent caufe is fuppofed capa- 
ble of exerting itfelf in the- communication of 
good. One is, by difplay^s ad ultimnm- pofle,/ 
that is, to the utmoft in all inftances whatever ; 
the effedfc of wjiixrh. difplays would^ be one or- 
der only of beings, the moft perfe£b there can 
be. Bjt this fuppofition is, perhaps,, an im- 
pofEble one, as it carries. with it that which looks 
very like a contradi6tion. That which is infi- 
nite is unlimited,., and. not to be retrained with-*- 
ia any/ bounds. To fuppofe therefore a neplus 
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of exertion in an infinite being,is to fuppofe that 
this being is reftraiped within certain Iqnits^ 
which feems to conthidi6fc his beiAgiafinitc. if 
the Deity is infinitely benevolent, his cxertionii^ 
itf manifefting the glory of this attribute tan pe-^ • 
vcr he cxhaufted. To fuppofe otherwifcx would 
be to fuppofe that he wa$ not thuis^ i|ifi|iite^i 
Ibiftly and properly fpeaking, the ^ordi ^tmcjf^i 
or any other word of firhilar fignificatrorij^ can^ 
not be applied to an infinite beings with* 
rcfpcdt to any of his Gonnfmunicatioii$* Jl^"' 
ought rather |o be conceived ^as having with-/' 
•inhimfelf ^n ability to go on'^mmunicating 
to eternity. Communications to tb^uimafti ibC 
fJ|^ as we are able to conceive Qt" the oiattcri 
are incompatible with the idea of an infinke 
aWlity to communicate. Befides, fhould the' 
benevolence of the Peity (was this poffible) be 
difplayed in ell inftances to the utmoj^x this at4 
tribute of h5> would appear more like a naturak 
injiw(ii mechanically and blindly urging him on 
to the communication of happinefs, than a mth 
ral difpofttion^ immutably guided in all its ex- 
ertions by unernng wifdom, and in confiftency 
with unfpotted reditude.^^The other way of 
the Deity's communicating gocd^ may be by 
limited difplays of it, in particular inftances j 
the confequcnce of which might be the prcduc-- 
tion of creatures indefinitely ^//v^^^^ m theif 
powers ; fome capable of happinefs in one de*' 
gree, others in another, and io on, in a gra- 
dual alcention, without difccntinuity,' to tjif 

• jii^heft ' 
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lilghcft onq^ivablc perfeftiort. This^ I fajr^^ 
maf ISie the 6fF6^ 6f Unrated exertions "df bene-/ 
V'Jendfe, in Tan* inftnitdy ;{)ro4uiftl ve caufe, Mi&i 
refpcdt to the particiilar pahs of forhe gre^ ancj- 
g'Kjd wh'^le, Aiidthe i^afoh is obviooiS at filrft! 
view. F 'I* if anyone' conceivable defgree of irtipcrw* 
fefti )n Mfill arg'ie i^ dtf?A lA the exertionisi of aft 
tifirtitely 1>enev?6fcnt 'ft^ihg, another will s^rgue* 
the fame thirtg with equal* trutbi " and no ^opr 
can he inade tiir We h^vie got to the higheft' 
created perfieftion, If^alow reptile,' for inftahce,^^ 
?arin Jt be the produd^oii of* an infinitely be-« 
Iiev6lent caufej^ becaiif^ left perfcft than a man 5 ' 
^4hMi for the fame reafoh, could not have had*' 
eftiftence, bccaufe lt& ptrft6^ than an ^ligeli"* 
»nd* 'aiiahgdi for the fame reafon ftill,, c6tfl4' 
ifot halve been made, becaufi? lef^perfcft thaa** 
&rtifi bein^ of a yet fuperior order ; lind ib oA; • 
(Hi ther6 dfc no c^atiirei but of the higheft^ • 
arfdifnbil perfedfc clafs in' the crfeation*: ' So that, ' 
if "there cart be Uny limited exertions of Divine 
bencyblence> thet^'are no cri^tiifes, be theif 
cfcpacitiies^for happind& as low as any in ni^' 
ture^bfut i-f^ay have dxiftehce iii a fcale 6f beingSj; " 
which /hall' gradually af<:eiid to as hifrhpc^fcc-^ 
tk>n as itifinite henevolchcc, guided by iiifhiito 
^fdom, fh^ll think fit to create. 

*"*Theoinly inquiry thenisi, which of thcfe 
(brts'pf exOTtioh are cabbie of yielding, upoit'' 
tH'e wh6le, the mdft good.* AndTt wiu not bd 
denied, that the prefuitiption is ftroiig in faVor 
«f the kwr k ^? ^Hey ^tflfeually take place in 4 
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world, that will readily he owned to be the 
effcft of infinite benevolence^ conduced by. 
unerring wifdonij^ if it be poflible,. that tnorc:, 
^o^ftxpuld be therefultof fuch exercipos, than, 
of any other within the reach of our ability 
to point out. And tha^ this is not only po0i- 
hie, but highly probable,, if not certain, Ifl^aH 
c;ndeavour ta evince by the following reafonsj^ 
which appear to me ftrongly conclufiye, cfpc-^ . 
cially if confidered in one conjunft view. 

Thq firft, I would ofFer> may be fet in the- 
following light. We fee> in fad:, that the-: 
various fpecies of creatures, living on our earthy 
are fa condituted, as. that the exiftence of oncr 
of them is na hindrance ta the exiftence. of ano- 
ther I but they are all well enough capable of 
cxifting together, as the extent of the world . 
gives a lufBciency of raom for it. The exift-^; 
cnce of man,, the top-creature in this fyftem, 
is. no bar to the exiftence of any other clafs of 
creatures,^ in the dcfcending fcale, quite down, 
to the loweft perceiving animal i But. there is 
as real a fufficiency of fpace for their exiftence, 
as if be hai not been made j and as like a fuf- • 
ficiency for him, as \i they had not been in be- 
ing. And the fame may be faid> with equal 
truth, of all the other orders of beings, with 
reipedl: to the exiftence of one another, in this. . 
part of the creation. — And ftiould we extend 
our thoughts to other worlds, and the various. 
clafles ofbein;5s in them, there is the fame rea^ 
ion ftill to think^ that the exiiiencc of one of 

them 
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t)iefn does nof interfere With the exiflence of 
^nothcf • Angels y and any fupfefior ordef of ht^ 
ings, may as eafily be made capable of exifting, 
at the fame time^ ^s if one only of thefe orders 
had been cifeated. And as t6 all the other claflei 
bf beings, in all Worlds, they are doubtlefs fo 
'made, as to beallofthefri capable of exifling^ 
^s truly is if only one clafs of them had been 
fcroucrht into exiftence. 

Upon the tfuth now of thefe prertnifes, it 
plainly follows, that the capacity for happinefi, 
in the liniverfe, is enlarged by means of the di- 
verlity of beings that have exiftence in it. And 
if the capacity is enlarged, it is, from hence, 
demonftrably ceftain, that the quantum of good 
fnay be p-edter than it could have been, if, 
inftead of this diuerfityy fewer orders of beings, 
v>r 2L lingle one only, had been made. 
* It is» indeed, from this divcrfity of beings, 
duly fubordinated to each other, that the pleni-^ 
iude of nature* afifes* A few ordbrj of beings 
only would not have fefvcd to this pyrpofe. 
The creation \s filled upy by that admirably nicd 
land curious variety in the cJlafles of creatures^ 
Vhereby they are fitted to be proper links irl 
the chain of exiftence ; all cohc^urring. As <b 
many well adj'ifted parts, to conftitute on& 
whole without void or cbafm. Thtis We ate 
naturally led to thirik, from what falls within 
the reach of our obfervation, in this fyftem ta 
^hich we belongl For, it is evident, that, if 

til? ord^r of men only had btfcn ctcatedj the 
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jrpoffij ithat is new iRlltd with th^ inferior ranki 
of creatures^ would have been a imji tbafm 
JAen would have multiplied no fafter than th^ 
do, if .there were no inute% : Nor would/ they 
have been better accommodated. . One. of tW 
irutal fpecies does not hinder thfe exiftehce^ oi 
increafc> or fupport, of another ; but there 4» 
both room and fui table provifion fo): thtm alL 
And Ihould any other dafles of the creaturei 
be pitched upon^ they are fo conftituted as thaf 
Iherfe Would be room ftill for all the other or- 
tiers. And the fame reafoning will hold good 
if extended to all other fyftems; There ate vari- 
ous ranks of creatures in them . : . And>; perhs^ 
totherwifci they would not have bten fo fuU 
bf Imng as they might have been. i - 

The truth is. This world <)f .our*s is fo tjon-* 
triv^d, as that wfe can no where difcern in it 
wy void* It appears, on the. contrary j by piean5t 
ipf the yaripus ranks of creaturesigradiialjy fifing 
in perfeftion to tnen^ the higheft order of them> 
to be peirfeftly filled with beihe. And, if there 
is no rj&^;» in this fyftem, of which we are a 
main part, why Ihould we luppofc j^Wy in the 
other fyftems conftituting the tiniverfe ?, ,jt is 
far more reafonable, from the analogy of nature^ 
to think, that the gradation ftill goes On tifingi 
in other worlds, beyond the bounds of oi^r moft 
enlarged imagination* . .. i 

And what though, iri this vaft diyeirrity^ thcfij 
fhoiild be orders of beings formed for happineff 
(at l^ali in the firft ftages of their poffiole ex^ 

iftence) 
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mehoe) \n ah itftperfqft, Iot;^ degree only ^ Jii 
It hot fufficient tp ahilwef , Uiat nb capacity {of 
tiappinefs, hdwcver fmall^ Ihould be excludedL 
the creation, fo Iphgas it is lidt an Kitfdrarice 
to the exiilence 6f odieir gradually riling capa- 
'pities, tfli we have exceeded ill conception : 
Efpetially, if it feeaddeid, tliat the lea^irfg but 
iny capacity for liappincfs^ ho\^ever dimrhu'tTvej 
Xn .this chain of beings, will pfopoftiohably 
iubUra6l from the /ufh total of geheral happU 
Tiefs J which, Yn this cafe, wdiild not be fd 
^reat as it might have been. 

If he fhbrt of the cafe iS, the 'creaHoh of Gdd^ 
fey means of thi^ diyerfity ot* beings, gradually 
^nd regularly rifing In j5effeAioh, even to the 
fiigheft poflible degree^ becorAes i, ihoji perfect 
ana contipious idBoU ) demdnftrating thfe rich'eS 
^d glory of the Creator's gbbdheft, far beyond 
^hat it could hslve done, if the continuity had 
been broken, by the non-extjicnce of any of the 
Hnks oF creatures, which nb'rtr makfe it in S^- 
jbUitely fuirahd wetl-ionne^ed ufih&jaf. 

It may add both light and fdrce to th'^prefeht 

argument, if I jlift fubjoin. That the various 

fanks of creatures ^e fo far (torn being art bb- 

ftrudifcioii to the exiftenc'e of one another^ 

that their ciiltfence iii this mtiltifdrm bc-^ 

■ ftownriient of it, is a p-eiter btijjin^ than it woiilci 

have been, if they had dcifted finely and atone i 

This is certainly the trlith, ill f idt^ with refp(5dt' 

tb the brde'r of man. The exiftence of the* 

ilther claffes of beings belo^himisfo far from 

"bdlAg a difTcmte to hiin^ that^ if they had no; 

h% beea 
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been created, he muft have (enjoyed exiftcndj 
without many of the advantages, tending to 
the comfort of it> which he now poffcffes. And 
this is mod probably the trurii, with relpcift to 
all the other fpecies of creaturesi They are 
placed in fuch a degree of fubordination, as 
to be fitted to be ufeful to one another : In- 
fomuch that every clafs of beings, by reafon of 
this fubfervient diverfity, enjoys exiftence un* 
der more defirable circumftances than it could 
otherwife have donie. And this may be the 
real truth of the cafcj throughout the whole 
compafs of percipient exiftence. 

Another confideration, not impt-opef* to be 
mentioned, in proof of the point We are upon^ 
is, its being plainly impqffibhy that 2Xiy fingle or- 
der of beings could be formed capable oiallthi 
'.goody which triar^y orders, vsirioufly endowed 
with faculties, may be fitted for the enjoyment of. 
It is indifputable, that eVery being, of whatever 
rank, whether high or low, muft have its own 
proper nature. 1 his, We at once perceive to 
be necenary, in regard of beings that have ma- 
terial bodies. They are ijideed ranked intof 
different claffes, on account of their diflferent 
bodily make. And a difference in bodily ftruc- 
ture can no more exift in the fame bodies^ 
at once, than they can occupy different pla* 
ces, at the fame time- And, as different or^ 
ganizations of parts, in perceiving beings that, 
have bodies, are intended, among other ufes^ 
to form different capacities^ in kind ibmetimcsji 
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aS' well as dsg}'ee. ; it isi plain, that beings thus 
cJiffbrently organized can no more be capable 
of juji the fame goody than they can partake of 
the faiTie bo.lily ftru^ftare. And the fatne is 
as true of incorporeal beings* .They muft, 
in all their different clafles, have different rnm^ 
tal pvowers : Ocherwife, they could not be rank*, 
ed into different orders. And there is no rea- 
fon to think, but that different mental powers, 
as well as bodily ones, fhould form different 
capacities for bappinefSj and fuchy nruny times, as 
cannot exiflin the fa ue minds, at the fanietimc: 
The confequence from all which is obvioufl)^ 
this J— -That fhould the '.moft perfeit order of 
beings be created th^ cokid be, it muft be aa 
order of fo.T>e certain nature and conftitution, 
which nature could not be capable of' all the 
different powers of innumerably various natures, 
ipme of which, at leaft, are abfblqtely incom-^ 
patible with each othcn And if no. lingle or-* 
der of beings could be endowed with the various, 
faculties of all natures, it is impofTible they 
fliould be the fubjefts of all the various degrees, 
and kinds of happinefs^, which thefe nature^ 
xjiay be fe verally fitted for, and capaMe of. 

Perhaps, it will be dbjcfted he'"e, though no 
lingle order of beings CQuld be capable oi jufi 
i^e fame happinefs^ which various orders, might 
be capable of; yet one order poflibly' might* 
he fo formed as to be qualified for greater hapr*' 
jia^fs of anQtber and. mgre perfeEt kind. 
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In reply whereto, it ought to \?^ confidercd. 
that the firft link, in tb? chain pf diverfifieq 
beings we have fyppoftd, is the inpft perfe6^ 
order that can be. jj^nd it is certain, ifall thf 
tappinefs of ^11 the fubprdlnate ranks pf beings 
be added to the happinefi; of this Jiighefl; orderj^ 
the Jum-tofal v/l\l be ojreater,. than if the bappii- 
liefs of this higheftpfder only is taken iijtp the. 
;iccoupt. And the ftren^th of this realpning 
will ftill increafe, if it be rernernbered,, 3^ree- 
ably to what has b^en already obfery^'d,^ tha\ 
the exiilcncc of none of the fubordinate ranks 
of beings i§ any obltruftion to the exigence pf 
the high^ft, but that they may ajl cxift together^ 
and as free from interference,^ as if only o^ft 
qf them had been brought into exigence. ' 

Another ^irgument ftrll, to the purpofe we are 
upon, is this ; that the infinitely, benevolenq^ 
Being ought always tp be fupppfe<f to exift hiip- 
felf in producing good, with inteUig£ricey wife^ 
deftgHj and a(;:cording to fpiT e metbpd difcover- 
irig exquifi^^ fl^ill ^nd contrivance. A myfte- 
rious lonicthing^ capable pf happinefs without 
faculties fitted for fuch an end ( or aftyally en- 
joying it, without regard to aiiy ft^ted rnetljpd[ 
adapted to the purpofe, is a fupppfitipn if zjot. 
iiTipofTible in itfelf, yt;^ entirely "diflb|??nt from 
the idea y/e entertain of gcod wifely corr-mu- 
nicatcd. In order to this, there muft be facul- 
«;iis j^rcvioufly created and contrived for the 
j^jiccp^.ion of this good ; and more than this, 
it ruyit be the effeft pf the ?xcrcife of thefq 

^ f^-cultie^ 
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faculties upon tl\eir proper pbjcfts, according 
|o feme ^Yell-cftablifl^cd confbtution. And ii;^ 
ft diyerfified cr^ationj^ pjie filled with diffci^enti 
yanks of hcings^ all yariqi^fly; eridowcd with ca.- 
pacitics fitted to mal(c therQ happy^ according^ . 
tp ftated laws, in a ce|;taia degree ; I iay, in 
fuch a creation a$. this^^ there tj^ b^ % rpapifeC- 
^tipn of mor-e art and contrivance iij. difpenfing 
good, than ii\ a creatjon in which one ordei;^ 
only of beings ihould have ej^ift^nce, though 
fhe flcill h?r?in c\ifplaye4 fl:\')uld bjp as grea^' as^ 
it could be. For it is indeed imppflible, thaf 
fjl the methods of wif^ contrivance ftipuid be 
4Jifcovere4 in the n>akc of ai\y fing;!? order o^ 
lacings whatever. And qf this vrc have as good, . 
proof as we can ^efire -, bec^ufe it is evident Tron^ 
what we fee, in fa6t, th^t foipe of ibefi fifetbods, 
are of fi^cl^ a nature as to be incompatible witl^ 
^ny one cjafs of brings that can poifibly be 
niade. It is a co(itfadi6tion th^t any order of 
beings fhould haye a mental ftrii6lur? enlyy an4 
y?t, at the farqe time, poflTds bodies, with vari- 
ous organs admirably contrive^ for the convey- 
ance of fpnfationsi of fUch a kin^. ^A^d unlef^ 
the fame bqings coyld h^ve b^diesj^ and not 
have them, at tl^e fame time, it isi impofT^ble that 
the whole of that contrivance, which is aftually 
difcovered in jhe creatioq, could l^^ manifeil- 
pd in the mal<;e and circymftance* of ^ny onq 
prder pf beings that cpuld be created. So that, 
had the goodnefs of the Deity been, difplayed 
to\v^ds one rank of beings only, however per- 

feft. 
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fcft, anc} not to numberlefi orders of them, vt^nK 
rioully endowed and fitiia,tcd, thc^re could not: 
have been thoft aqjiazing difcover'es of exqui- 
fitely wife coptrivance and art, which are now 
viHble in all parts of the creation -,* obliging u%. 
to own the pertinency of thofe words of admi- 
ration, H9i^ manifold are thf works^ O Lozd | 
fy wijdcm baft thoii made them all. 

Should any objeft here. Though juft the fame 
traces of wifdom which ^re difcernable in the 
creation^ according to its prefent plan, could, 
not have taken place, if one order of beings 
cnly had been made i y^t this is no. rcalbn why 
an order could not have been made, that might; 
have difcovered greater fkiU and wifer contri-» 
yance,. though ojf^other Hind,, It may be fuf-^ 
ficient to return a like anlwer to one we ha(i 
occafjon to give before, viz. That thi§ very- 
order of beings may be thehigheft in the afcen- 
dingfcale of exjftence, and compleat the mani- 
feftatica of the riches of Divine wifdpim, in th^ 
manner of communicating good. 

But befides what has been hitherto faid,it may- 
|>e worth while to e:3quire, whether much of the 
mod valuabJe kind of good could have beea 
conimunicated, had not th^ creation been a di^ 
vcrftfad one, like to that which really exifts. 
It will not be denied, that intelligent' moral beings 
are the mod noble, and formed with capacities, 
for the highefl good, in ^/>^ as well as degree^ 
And perhaps, upon examination,it will be found,^ 
that a great part of the good they are capably 

t Vid, Taylor, p, 4.Sx o^ ^^^ K^y.. of 
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%f IS fo effeAtkliy edftrieAed \^ith a ^lyeffiHed 
feonflitation af beings and things, as that they 
tould not pdflefs it biit updri this plati; It is 
tcrtaioj ii\ poiilt of faft* that the jnieHigent 
Vnorai beings, in buf fvftemi do> from this di^ 
vtrCity, receive, according to eftabliflied laws> 

- thole rturrtberlefs ideasj which are the fourco 
l©f all thofe acquirements in knowledgCj ^vhich 
Snvt theiTl tb^ir whole intelle^ual pleakire; And 
It is front the fanie div^rfity that thofe various 
l-elations and dependencies arife, which are th^ 
foundation of their moral dtjpofiiionsy arid givd 
occafion for the exercife of them, in infinitely 
various fit ways, to the produdioil of all thii 

y^ Kappinefs they are capable ofi And there is 
reafon to thinkj that this is the truth of faft^ 
among all intelligent moral beings, in all worlds* 

\ \ do not mean, that their ideas, the fpring of* 
their intelleftuai delight, are conveyed into their 
minds in juft the fame way that ideas are let 
into our's ; or, that the relations fubfifting among 
them, giving occafion for moral exertrrierits, ac- 
feonlpanied ut followed with high pleafure, ard 
precifely the lame that take place among us : But 
what I intend is, that they alt come bytheii? 
Ideas, the foundation of their intelleftuai happi- 
ftefs, According to fome coriflitufi .'n, wifely con-*; 
trivcd and adapted to fuch apurpofe j and that 
they are alio fo endowed, and fit-iatedwith relpedt 
to one another, as that there may be iBt occafi ..ns 
for the exercife o{ thtir moral powers, in order ta 
tlieir perceiving the pleafure that is proper" to 
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tmoraJ agents. And it feems as though they coma 
hot otneVwifc, in a rational, wife wiy;, einjof 
the h ^ppiAefi that is Suited to Aich kind w 
beings. It is truty if the happihefs bf intetW- 
^ent moral cfeafuifes Ynight be fuppofcd to con^ 
Cft in indolent tafe, tit a ihefer inaftive thyyj^ 
ment of exiftertce, there would be n6 room for 
Uifpute upoti the matteS" : But fuch ah Epicu^ 
fean fort of happinefs l)bght not tb bie aicHbed 
to an ihfiriitcly wiife igent a3 its caxifej how^ 
ever benwoleht ; for it is not Worthy bf aciomi 
hiunication from him. Happinefs, in tefpe^ 
bf inteUfgeya mvral belrigfe, obght always tb bfc 
fconccived of as the refult bf mhlUgem moral 
powers, t-egularly exerted, atcortling to eftablifli^ 
cd laws, wifely idjufted to the hattirfe »f fucft 
beings. They bught to be confidered^ is re- 
ceiving their ideas, hbt by innmediate infufionj 
biit in conformity to fbme ftated ordet, mani^ 
Fefting wifedefign and contrivance: Th^y ought 
to be confideried, as making a regulal* uf«i 
of their inldleBual faculties in the managehmcnt 
of their ideas, in order to thfcif perception or 
intelleSual delight ; Ahd they ought afib to bd 
confidered, as fo fituated with rej^ft to other 
beings, as to havd proper occafions for the ex- 
ercife of their moral powers j in variotis fit ways; 
ib as to enjoy pleafufe herefrom. 

And now, in a diverjified cbnftitutioft, thtti 
is room for the conveyance of ^11 poffible ideal 
into all various minds, not by meer impreffi- 
#n^ but in certain waysj and according to ftat** 



%d Taws, manifefting the greateft wifdorfi and 
tfefign : Ahd thfere is likewife all iht fcope that 
tan bt defired for all pofliblfe felations and de- 
"pendericfes, from whence, accofflifig t6 the ab- 
9tra£t reafon of things, faiay aYife a fitnefs and 
"propriety in irffinitdy various exdrtmcnfs of 
^orM difpofiti5hs, riiakirig the beingS poffeited 
*of theifi wifely and rationally is happy as they 
t:an be : Whereas, in a creation of x>tit Order 
k>f beings only, be thfeif pfcrfeftion as great as 
^Offible, it is hot conceivable, ho^ th'ey (hould 
be capable of that happinefs which may naturally 
ind wiftly refolt ftom the contrary plan. 

There is certainly one fort of happinefs^ which 
? efle^riri i confideratioh fufiicient of itfelf to 
•'b6ar the whole Weight of the pfefent caufe : I 
Tay, therd it one fort of happinefs (pelrhaps the 
^noblefl:, and moft God-like) which could not 
have place in the creation, but Upon fuppofiti- 
bn of its being, in fome tneafure, a diverjfified 
one. What I mean is, that if thefe had been 
6ne order only of beings, ejual in perfection and 
happinefs, there could not have been the plea- 
Jure that is i\\t refult of the communication of 
^ood. For it is only lipm the ^\zn o{ diverjtty 
in beings, that one creature can be the objedl 
of an:)ther's beneficence. Reduce the crCai'i >n 
to a perfeSi equality y and all participation of that 
parr of the Creator's happinefs, the communication 
of goody is, at once, neceflarily deltroyed. For 
where the fame perfeftlon and happinefs, both 
in kini aiid d^g^se, is> at all times, equallv pof- 

^ B b fefre4 
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feflVd by all beings, it is evidehtj that good caft* 
not poflibly be communicated from pne to ano-» 
ther* And can it be imagined that the Deity 
"Would pitch upon a plan for the ccmltiunicaticn 
of good, which would render it imprafticablc for* 
any of his creatures, either to refemble him iii 
that which is his greateft glory y or to partake, in 
any mealure^of that which is Ki^ greateft pleajure} 
There is no truly benevolent mind, but tvull 
readily be reconciled to a diver/tiy in beings, ra- 
ther than the pleafure ofcommunUatir.g goodS[iov\A 
be excluded the creation : And excluded it muft 
be, if there is not feme diverftty. Upon any 
other fuppofiticn, not one beirig, in the Creatioil 
could be the objeft of another's beneficence j 
and confequently, the ncbleft and mod truly 
divine plcafure, that which arifes from dcing 
goody could not have place iri the whole circle' 
of exifling creatures* So that it is evident, a 
diverfity of beings is fo far from being an ob- 
jeBion againft infinite benevolencey that it really 
flows from it as its proper caufe. There could 
not have been the manifeftation of fo much 
goodnefs, if there had not been fome difference 
between the creatures brought into exiftence* 
And the leaft attention will obvioufly lead any 
one to determine, that if goodnefs may be the 
c aufe of any diverfity at all, no (lop can be 
made, without continuing it down, through all 
variety of orders, fo long as the balance ftiall 
turn in favor of happinefs, or, in other words, 
fo long as exigence can be called a goody and 
pronounced b^ft^r than mt to h$ I 
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I Ihallonly fubjohij, upon the whole, that we 
know not but thofe being3, who arc the perci-» 
pients of happinefs, in the loweft and mqttjm- 
perfeft degrees, may be defigned for a much 
higher ftate of exiftencc. This may be pofTible 
to the power and wifdom of the infinitely^ be* 
jnevolent Creator ; and that he has not aftu- 
^Uy made provifion for it, in the flan upoa 
which he intends to operate for the gcnerai good^ 
is more than any one can pretend to determine. 
It is highly probable from reafm only> and cer- 
tain from rev^latkny that many though, at pre-* 
fent, one of the loweft intelleffual merai beings^ 
is yet defigned for exalted perfeftion and hap- 
pinefs. He is now in an infant^ ftate,. cornpared 
with what this may be introduftory to^ And^ 
for all that can be proved to the contrary, he 
may go. on in intelleStual and moral attain-^ 
ments,^ till he has reached a$ great perfeftion,. 
and is poflefled of as great happinefs, as, at 
prefent, comes to the (hare of any of the ranks: 
"of created beings : Though they alfa may be- 
fuppofed to. be gradually n.fing in perfeftioa 
and happineft, in proportion to their greater ori- 
ginal capacities ; fo that the diftance will ftill" 
be prefferved among the various orders, of 
creatures, and go on. to be fo, forever. 

II. I now proceed to the feoonJ objedtion,. 
^aken from thofe «|iW"^/; diforders, which, it is 
pleaded, could not have exiftence in the crea- 
tion, if it v/as produced and governed by an 
infiaitely holy and p,ene!Volent being. Such a^. 
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Maker and Ruler of the uaivcrfe,. it is fkid^ 
muft have taken effedtual care for the preven-t 
tion of moral evil, and the unhappinefs arifing 
therefrom. It cannot be fuppoftd,, that a be-, 
ing infinitely averfe from i^r^?/ impurity would 
have fuffercd the works of his hands- to. be de-* 
filed with it. It cannat be imagined>, that an 
infinitely hnevolent Being would have left crea-^ 
turcs of his own forming to fuch immaral condudt 
as would reflefl: diihonor on his goodoel's, by 
bringing unhappinefs.and mifery into a world 
of his contriving and making ? It is not pofli-t 
ble that fuch a being as the Deity is reprefented 
%o be, (hould place his creatures in circum-* 
Itanees,, wherein they might pervert their pow-? 
ers, and involve themlelves in ruin. Thefe-' 
things cannot be^ They are not worthy of an 
infinitely holy and gocd Ccd i Efpecially, ifi.t. 
be Gonfidered, that the exiftcnce cf mcral evij 
cannot be conceived, of without ^ermiJTiQny at 
ieaft, from the Deity : Nay, it cannot oe fup- 
pofed, but that he muft have fcrejeen^ not cnly 
the foffiMlity^ but the high proial/ilityy of it's^ 
taking place in the world j and yet he fufTered 
it to do fa : Yea, fo far was he froin prevent- . 
ing it, that it feems as though fome of the meft 
imporcant meafures of hi^ conduft were formed, 
iij on the fuppofition of its actual being in the 
univerie. 

This is the nbjeftion urged at large, and, I 
thiftk, in its full force, againft the crea^tjon and 
govcrn]Ti«nt of J|in infinitely holy and benevo* 

lent 
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Jent Being. Ami it is far from being a tnfting^ 
fine. Had it fo been, fugh minabers of philo- 
fopher?^ and divii;i^esj in all parts of the world,;' 
would not .have omptoyed fo much of their time 
^nd pa,ins in order t;o remove it. And it is^ 
perhaps^ a difEculty t;hat ca/inot be perfeftly re- 
nioved^ in the preftnt ftate of human, faculties. 
But thjis is no proof that it cannot be done:. It 
ougl\t to be remembered, that we men, are but 
^ loNv order of intelligent creatures; and what 
vronder is it^^ if that fhould be a difficulty, and 
an infuperable one, to us, which nriay be non^ 
ftt all to alupenor order of beings, tt is a cer- 
tain faft that m/^ral evU exifts in our world ; 
^nd it is as certain a truth, that God is infi-? 
pitely benevo}en?. And fhould we find our-^ 
fclve^ ynable to point out fj clearly and fully, 
as we niiight defire, the confidency betweeQ 
■thisfaft^ and this truth, we may, notwithftand- 
ing, keeping within the reach of our faculties^ 
g ) fa far as to fay^ and upon rational grounds^ 
that which may be fufficient, if not to filence, 
^1 objeftion^ yet to fatisfy ourfelves, that; mo- 
ral evil may exift, and the Deity at the ftnric 
tirhe be infinitely benevolent. Let it then be 
f)bferyed. 

Though the being of moral evil, in our world, 
1$, not denied ; it may have been exaggerated. 
/L great deal qf this kind pf difordcr, it is rea- 
dily owned, we are acquainted \^ith ; but not 
fj much as has been pretended: If we may be- 
IJeyg the reprefentations of f jme, this world, by 

reafon 
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fc^on of the viccSx of all kind§, which ar* 
jilm^fl univcrfklly committed in it, is little bet- 
ter than hell itfelf. But it is not fair, in ma- 
king an ellin>ate of the corrupt ftate of the 
world, to enumerate all the horrid immoralities 
which have been perpetrated, at the fame time 
overlooking the many fhining virtues whicl\ 
have adorned the charafter of multitudes. The 
greatcft vices cftn be matched with as great vir-? 
tucs, IffuDchave funk tht'ir vior a I pcvitrs fb 
^s to become capable of the bafeft and vileft 
^fti.ms ; others have improved them fo as to 
exhibit a truly God-like temper and conduct^ 
And, it may be, notwithftanding the out-cry 
that is made of the wickednefs of the world^ 
if a juft CQmparifoi> could be made, it would 
be found, that it is far more than balanced 
With the go$4 that is in it of the mor^l kind. 
Bur however this is^^ it is not difowned that tliere 
arc t^^ral dif rders in the world, and many cf 
them too, and of various forts : Nor is it pre- 
tended, that this has not been the cafe in all 
ages ; though it is very evident, that in fomc 
they have r\ot prevailed tofo great a degree a$ 
in ethers. 

And now, that I may^, in as clear a manner 
as I p )ffibly can, offer what may be proper in 
order to account for this ^pp(f^r/f;7r^, and recon- 
cile it with perfeft wifdom and goodnefs in the 
great Creator and Governor of the univerfe, it 
may be nceelTary to obferve, that tlie roil fpe^ 
4:ified in thq ol^edtion^ and called morale include^ 

it 



m It two things, irregularity in the beings char-* 
jgeable with it, and confequent unhafptn^s as thtt 
fruit thereof, either by the conjlitution of natwri^ 
or poftive infliction f/om the Deity.. And I Ihall^ 
accordingly, be diftinft in fpcaking to each of 
them. 

As to xh^Jirft ^-^^The Very fiippofition of mv^ 
ral irregularity y as diltinguilhed from natural^ 
and meaning the fame thing with vice or wh-^ 
kednefsy is effentially connected with free agency^ 
in the beings Upon whom this guilt is faftenedi 
Its nature indeed confifts in wrong determinations^ 
and dijorderly condiiSly which yet are "volttntarj^ 
and argue a wilful mifapplication of moral andl 
rational powers. And as this is th€ truenotionor 
moral irregularity ^ in contradiftindlioii to meei* 
"weaknefs and imperfection in caufes that are inca^ 
pable of bla77ie : I fay» this being the true idea 
of this firfl: part of moral evil, free agents them:* 
feives, and not the Deity ^ ard the fole and prb* 
j>er authors of it* It takes rife intirely front 
them, and would not have beeii but fof theii* 
corrupt choices, and voluntary perverfion of fa^ 
culties, which they might have employed to 
vv'ife and good purpofes.* And ftiall the Deitjf 
be charged with want of goodnefs, for that which 
is not the work of his hands, but a produc-* 
tion v/holly owing to the creatures ; infomuch^ 
that it couid not have cxilled, had not thc^ 
abufed the powers he was pleafed to endow 

them 
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* Yid. A thought in Hutchcfon on vicc being the dcgenaracj 
<^f powciTS dcfi^ncd fgr good, 
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them with, perverting their defign and ten* 
dency, and by this nieiris bringing uhhapp!-* 
Hefs upon themfclves, arid conmfion into thit 
World. 

But could not the t>nty^ it will be Yititt faid) 
have prevented this ^bufe of liberty, and per- 
verlion of moral powers ? And if he could \iz\t 
prevented this mifchief, how conies it to pafs 
that he did hot ? And how tan iiis not taking 
this care bfc reconciled with his chw-after as in- 
finitely holy and benevolent ? In anfwet where- 
to, I fee not, 1 cbnfefs, but the Beity^ if infi- 
nitely holy and benevolent, muft have peivehtcd 
this moral diforder, if he could havi done ii. Only^ 
let it be remembered, when I iz^ylfbe could havi 
done ity I fpeak riot fo tnuch of a fiatural^ as 
inoral ability; an ability ihvariably guided, ii 
iall its exertions, by perfeft wifdorh, and in exaft 
conformity to the abftraft 'reafori and fitneft 
of things. And it fhould feem, as though, in 
this fenie, it was riot within the power of the 
infinitely benevolent Caufc of all things, to have 
prevented moral defeftion. If it w^s, what 
imaginable reafon can be afligned, why it was 
not aftu ally done ? And, in what pofTible way, 
can the non-prevention of it be reconciled with 
that goodnefs, which is attributed to the Deit) 
as an eflential charadter ? Whereas, if he could 
Tiot prevent it, in confiftency with ce;^/^ and// 
conduft, it IS a good reafon why he did not do 
it ; and he rhay notwithftanding be fairly and 
juftly acknowledged as an infinitely benevolent 

beingi 



l>eihg. And that this is the real truth of the 
>natter> it fhall now be my bufihefs to ihoww 
in order whereto, let it be obferved. 

If the BjUf could have prevented tht abufe of 
nwlior^/ liberty, it mull have teen in one of thefe 
three ways, either by' not giving /m agenis a 
^lace ih the fc ale of beings ^ of by making 
chenfi fo perfeft as to be incapable of any 
Vrofig conduft ^ or by interpofing, at all times> 
a? occafion might require", to hinder the mi/Uf^ 
*of ^orai powers, in beings that poJSfefs them, 
^^ither in a higher or lower degree. Thefe are 
•the only conceivable ways, in which the Derp^ 
tan be fuppoledto have it in his power to prevent 
'moral diforder in the creation. And will any fay, 
that he mufi, if infinitely benevolent^ in otit or 
•other of thefe waysj have certainly prevented it ? 
$0 far is this from being capable of proof, that 
^here is good reaion, on the contrary, to think, 
"it was nafurally-j or ;^(?r^//)^ impoffiblej;, that he 
ihould, in either of them, have done iu 

As to the ^rji ;— The not giving free agents 
i- place in the fcale of bdings would . have 
been a grofs reflection upon the benevolence of 
the J^eity^ ihftead of making way for its bright- 
er difplay. For the quafitum of good, capable 
X>f being communicated, would, iHpon this, fa^.)- 
pofition, have been greatly leffeAed, and indeed 
reduced to a very pitcahce,cori'^paratively fpeak- 
mg : And the good enjoyed would have been 
of the lowed and mofk imperfedl kind too^ 
I^W there is tio ^leqJfiire like that whigh ia pttd-^ 

C C teaual 
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UBtial and moral ; none (b noble and divine 111 
its nature, none fo fatisfying to the Aibje^ 
pf it. Bcfides, if there were no moral agenii 
exifting) there could be no way for the Dei^ 
to manifeft his moral glory, which is his great* 
eft. He might, it is thie, by creating and go- 
verning an unintelligent world, or creatures in \% 
endowed with intelligence in fo low fH degree as 
(o be incapable of moral coi^du(5tj difplay> . i/;, 
a mealurc, both power, and contrivance, at 
well as goodnefs j but he could make no nia- 
nifeilation of holinefs or j||tice, ^or thofe mo»- 
difications even of goodnefs, m-ercy, forbear- 
ance, long-fufFering, forgivencfs* If there was 
no ^ee agency y there could be t{0 virtue> nof 
any of that fublime happinefs, which may bi 
the refult of it. There could not, in one word^ 
be any fuch thing as moral govetnmenty with-» 
out which the richeft difplays of the moft ami* 
able perfedlion could have no place in the 
creation. And would it now have been for the 
honor of the Deity to have withheld the blef* 
ling of moral liberty, by not giving exiftencf 
to free agents ? Can it be thought//, that fuch 
an intelligent moral agent, as God is, fhould 
create beings, but with fuch conftituted pow-* 
crs, as that in the whole circle of exiftence, 
there Ihouldbe no living images of himfclf, no 
creatures made capable of that intelligent moral 
conduft, or of that rational moral happinefs, 
which coHipleat his charafter as a moft glori-« 
ous and bicfied Being ? Is it reafonable that 

the 
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tiic high privrlcge of moral inteHigence fhould 
be excluded the creation ? That no being Ihould 
be made capable of virtue^ and that trueft kind 
of happineis which is the refuit of it ? Will 
any fay, it is better there (Kould be no fne 
^^ify^than that beings (fiould be liable to abufe 
it ? This cannot juftly be pleaded ; for lifree 
agents are liable to abufe their libertyj^ they arc 
aifo capable of making a good ufc of it, to 
their confequentj^ unfpeakable happinefl. And 
can it be thought rights that fo glorious a ca- 
pacity for happineis as free ageniy^ fhould be 
totally withheld from all beings,, becaufc it 
might poflibly have been perverted in its tenr 
dency ? What though fon^e fKould abufe it, 
might not others make a wife improvement of 
it ? And why fhould this be prevented ? Why 
put out of their power> hythe nmrbe/iowment 
0f freedom, of cbow i 

It is true, if the gift of liberty was likely^ 
vpon the whole, ta produce more moral evil 
than gooc^ it would be a. fufficient reafon why 
it fhould be withheld. Rut there is no folii 
ground oa w4iich ta build fuch a fuppofition.. 
It may be juftly qqeftioned^ whether this is. 
die cafe, even* in this world of" our-s,, where 
HV>ral ffeedomj is^ enjoyed but in a low and im- 
perfeft degree ^ Mucfe fefi may it be thought: 
to.be fd, ia other-words^ among fuperior orders. 
of intelligent m0ralhting$^. Perhaps,, taking in- 
to^ confideration all the ranks of this kind oC 
heiAgs^. ia all parts, of the creation, but a few^, 

comparatively^ 
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comparatively, have mifuled their moral free Jam^ 
To be fure, it is not known to be otherwife ^ 
ind therefore^ for all the proof that can^be giveik 
to the contrary^ the efFeft of moral and tnteK 
leftirai endowment. ;/?^j have been the happinefs 
of the creation, inconceivably beyond what ir 
could have been, if thefe endowments ha.d not 
been bellowed. And fiiould this be the truth 
of faft, as it may be, can it be thought fify, 
that fo much happinefs fliould never have been„ 
by not giving exifVcnce to free agents at aU, be-* 
caufe fome have foolifhly mifimproved their 
moral liberty to their own difadvantage 5 It 
cannot, with any reafon, be pretended. 
' But, it will befaid, could not the P^'r/J^.hav(^ 
made all free agents fo perfect as to be inca^a^ 
bie cf ijorong conduct ? This is the fecond way, in 
which it is imagined, that he might have pre- 
vented 7KGrr.l evily and would have done it, if 
he had been infinitely benevolent^ To which 
it may be replyed as follows. 

That, if all free agents had been made with 
fuch prfccl moral powers, as is here fuppofed^ 
it mult have been an unavoidable bar to that 
diverfity in the creation, which, as has been 
already proved/ is fo far from leflening thequan- 
tiiy of communicable good, that it really makes 
way for a richer and fuller communication of 
it, upon the whole, than would otherwife have 
been pofilble, And, was there no other rea- 
fon, this mufl have been efFedual to reftrain 
the infinitely benevolent Deitj^ from making 
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all beings ib nearly equal in their ^atlGnal^and 
' moral powers, . . 

' But, letting this paft for nothing, it may be 
jiiftly queftioned, whether the creation of intel- 
ligent beings Jo ferfeSf as to be incapabk of mif- 
conduSiy i$ not an imfoffibility in the nature of 
things. For, fhould we fuppofe creaturies as 
perfect as they can be, they would yet be 
finite : And how intelligent mor^l \>€\Xi^% that are 
finite fhould be wholly incapable of becoming 
faulty, in any kind, or degree^ is beyond all 
conception. It is certainly more reafbnable to 
think, that the infinitely perffeft Being is the 
only one that eian be ahjoluteiy impeccable. For he 
. only can fee, at once, all the pofTible connexi- 
ons of ideas> and unerringly know wha^is righc 
and fit ill all cafes whatever : And he orfly'ia 
immutably and everlaftingly difpofed to chufe 
and adb according to the truth and re afon of 
things. 

But, fliould it be fuppofcd naturally pof- 
fible ior free argents to be at once- created fo per-' 
fe6t ais that? it could not be that they fhould 
err in choice or behaviour, it will Hill renriairi a 
queftion, ' whether it be mofdlly pofliblcj i.- e.- 
poflible in cbnfiflehcy with wife and fit condudt* 
in the Deity ? And, perhaps, thus morally fpeakv 
ing, it is not poffible. ' This, it is probable^i^j 
may feem a paradox to fonrie ; bur there are 
reafons for its fupporty which are jtiflly con- " 
clufive i though they ihoiild not amount to 

ftri^ demonfti^arion. , 

So 
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So far as Qur knowledge extends^ it i% cef» 
tain, in point of fad^ that intelligent moral be« 
iiig^ BX€ not when thcyj^ come into exifteuccji 
either fb fer/eSt or baMf as they may be, and 
indeed cannot but be, u th^ tendciicy o£ thcii^ 
faculaes is not obftrufted^ They are fo formec^ 
f^m^ of them at lead, aa to be capable of pro* 
grefsjL both in^ perfe^iotv and happinefs>^ to ^ 
▼ery high degt^ ; Which progrefs is, vcrjr 
much dependant on themfelv€S3^ the uft they 
make of their implanted powers^, and the pains^ 
they are at to cultivate and improve thciT^^ Thoa 
kis with maHi the higheft mtelligent moral ageitt 
we are particularly acq^aanted with^ His facuU 
tiesj^ at firfti are feeble, and not ta be exercifed 
but in a low degree : Yet they are fo made aa 
to be gradually enable of enlargement,, even 
beyond what could have been ixnagiaed, if ic 
had not been for experience^ And this enlarge-^ 
ment is, in a great meafure, though not whollyi 
dependent on himfelf : inf. >much, that he will 
be m re or lefs perfeft and happy^^ both as aa 
intelligent and nwal being, in prop^ rtion to the^ 
ufe he makes of his faculties^ Neither the per-*, 
fectionj, nor happinefs, he is capable of, is com- 
municated to him independisn^ of his own choice 
and cmdnSfy but in conneSlim thercwhth> or ivk 
confequence thereof, and as a, reward therefor^ 
IF he makes a wife and good iaiprovemcnt of th^ 
powers he is endowed with,, he- will reap the; 
advantage of his pains in corr^fponding attaifl- 
ments in perfedioa and hapnin€& ; Whereas, if 

hQ 
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%St takes no tare m cultivate his faculties^ di# 
tSe& will be, their remaining in a low, imper* 
Fcft ftate X Nay, fuch is the cpnftttution of hit 
nature, as \^e may fee afterwards^ that> by miA 
improving them^ he may not only check theiif 
growth, but bring them into a declining con« 
dition, fo as that they may become gradually 
iuifit to yield him any fruit but that of unhappi* 
liefs and mifeiyi 

This is die truth o^ faft, tefpefting th« hieh* 
eft, if not the onfy^ order o( innlii^eni moral he^ 
ings, in this worlds And the faft, fo far as w# 
Are able to j udge, is perfedly agreeable to what 
\% ^ife and // in the reafon of things* As tht 
beings, we are fpeakin^ of, are mad^ capable 
of happiilefs, in c^oniequende of their owil 
€boue and ^onduSiy and in proportion to the r^ 
jwrAfni^y therein difcovered, whatnfM)f€ juftthan 
|ts dependence therwn ? In what more propef 
,liray could wifi^ though infinite, benevolence 
tommimicate happiaefs to them ? What un* 
fuitablene^ is there in making happinefs thei# 
own acquifitiort, the fruit of their own induftry f 
What reafonable beings Would not Chufe cxili« 
met upon thefe terms T And who will fay, that 

" they Would make an unwife choice ? It 
is certain, this method of communicating hap» 
pinefs imy be the wifeft and b$ft j and thal^ 
morious intelligent Being, who perfeftly feei 
TOe fitnefs q£ things, in all poifible connefti^i^ 
•n, m^ know it to be fo : And (hould thiA 

. hi the ^^h ^. Caonot be difproved^ it wa^Aofl 
" H ' ^ poffibk 

% 
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pOflible for him, aclihg morally^ or, in othi*f 
Vrords, ,as an intelligent wife agenti to have cotn^ 
municated it any other way. 

And this reafoning, if ex:tended to the othe'f 
Tanks of free agents, in otlier worlds^ will equaU 
ly hold good. It is^ and right-, in true rea- 
fpn, that they alio Ihould be fo conftituted, as 
riiat their perfe<5ki()n and happinefs ihould not be 
communicated with their beings, but made to 
depend, in fome fuitable meafijre^ on the wife 
and regular exercife of their powers : ^hd 
confequence of which muft be their liaiiene/s, 
in common with mankind, though in various ' 
degrees, according to their various capacities 
and eircumftances, to a voluntary ferverjion ot 
their faculties fc This, I fay, appears to an xat-. 
tentive mind the ///^method of commuhi-. 
eating good to reajonable moral beings : An4 
the Deity perceiving it to be fo, may have all 
along obferved this rule, in the beftowment of 
it. Nor is there a known fa5l to the contraryj 
in the whole creation : Though, if we may 
give credit to the writings called facred, there 
is a fa^y relating to fome of the intelligent be- 
ings, in other worlds^ which perfectly <x)incide8 
with this method of difpenfmg Jhappinels. For 
\ft there read of the ^ angels which finned,' and 
of the * angels Which kepi not their firft eftate / 
which account of thefe fncral intelligences does 
not confift with their being created happy, in- 
dependent of their own virtuous conduft, but 
fuppofts the contrary ; ObviQufly leading to the 

thought^ 
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^5tight,that they. were itiade, as fw^ are, capable 
Safhappineis, but yet liable to d. voluntary felf-cor^ 
''tuptton. And all the Tanks of ;«t?ra/ beings might be 
created in like cirtiimftances : And,I will zA^^muft 
3iave been fo created, if this wastwo/? *ie;i/^j andjfir, 
as we haVe fecn there is reafon to think it was, 
'^nd fio proof tan be given to the contrary. 

Not but that there ate free ngerits^ who may, 

ibefore this time, have got beyond any froiaHi 

'iianger of tnoral defection. And this may be 

the cafe, even of meny in fome of her flatc ; 

•tho'ugh fo inferio'r an order oiintelligent beings. 

Bat then, this freedom from danger ought to be 

'confidefed, as^owihg, not to the perfeftion of 

theit faculties, as> at firft, communicated to 

them ; but partly to the fifongy hnhitticA turn 

that has been given thetn, by wife and regular 

•■cxetcife ; and partly, though principally, to 

^the pLp'erintending mflu'ena of the Hetty ^ who may 

■ think it fit and wifiy after fuitable trial and irn- 

^prtiveinen'ty to preferve them from all faulty con- 

•du£t, fo far, at lead, as that thev fliall never 

fall from the perfeftion and happinefs of their 

prefeht ftate. 

But, before intelligent mordlht\ng% have gone 
through fome ftate of trial, wherein they have 
tnade the happinefs proper to their natures, their 
'4)-dD;ixhoic'e 'y and have fo condufted themfelves 
'as to be worthy of it, and to have fitted thenrv- 
ielves, by a courfe of fuitable exercife, . for the 
enjoyment ofir: I fay, before this, it does not 
feem msct and j?i, that it fhould' be ecu- 
* D 4- fcrrei' 
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ferred on them ; much lefs in fuch a way as that 
it could not h£ but they mujl be happy. It is ccr* 
tainly confonant to the notions we moft readily 
and naturally form of right and //, that fuch 
kind of beings Ihould come to the enjoyment 
of happinefs, in conformity to fome method 
wifely adjuftcd to their proper natures : And 
what more fuitable one can be imagined thaa 
this, which makes happinefs, not the unavoida^ 
hit privilege of their creation, but the effeSl of 
their own moral freedom ? Which beftows it, 
not abjolutelyy but in confequence of their own wr- 
tuous conduhy or, in other words, as the rejult 
herefrom, according to fettled laws, under the 
notion of a motive hereto, or a fuitable reward 
therefor ? This, to be fure, as has been obfer- 
ved, may he the fitteji way of communicating 
happinefs to ^// moral beings, without diftinfti- 
on j and might appear to be fo to the infinite 
and fupreme Mind : And, if this was the real 
truth, as we cannot fay it was not, it could not 
be within the moral power of the Deity, to 
have created free agents^ and put them at cnce, 
witliout previous trial or improvement', in a ftatc 
oi full perfe5liony and confirmed happinefs. And 
if fo, they could not have been made impecca- 
hie, as it is pleaded they might have been, and 
muit have been, if their Maker had been an 
ififiiutely benevolent Being. 

There is yet another way, iri which it \% 
thought the Deity might have prevented rroral 
^yj^\% ' and this is, by interpofing, at all timeS| 
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as occafion Ihould require, to keep fret agents 
from mijufing their liberty. If by this interpojition 
be meant (and it muft mean, if to the purpofe 
for which it is introduced) fuch a frefidency of . 
the Deity over free agents as is accompanied, at 
all times With fuch exertions as (hall be certainly 
effe^ual toreftrain them from perverting their 
faculties, it may be anfwered, as under the for- 
mer head, that it looks like a moral impofJibiRtyy 
or, in other words, a method of conducing to- 
wa^'ds free agents which is unfits in the reafon of , 
things ; as not being fuited to the nature of fuch 
kind of beings. The exertions of the Deity 
ought always to be conceived of as directed 
by perfeSf wifdom : And if, as the effedt of fuch 
exertions, free agents are brought into exiftence, 
the fame wifdom that created them, requires 
fuch a method of condu6b towards them, as is 
ccnfiftent with the powers bellowed on them* 
And can it be juftly faid, that fuch a method 
would be taken, if, by any extrinfic power, their 
faculties were unavoidably put inta cxercife iri 
cne certain way only ? If all cnnjun6hires of cir- 
cumftances fhould conftantly be prevented, in 
which thdv moral freedom, could poflTibly be abu.- 
Jed \ or, if motives fhould, in all cafes,, be fet 
in fuch a Jirong and powerful light, as that na 
xvrong choife could he. made ; or ify by immediate 
imprelSon from the. Deity ^ free agents fhould 
be kept, in all times of temptation, from all 
hazard of being drawn ajide-: I fay, if, in any of 
thefe ways^ the Deitj, Ihould exert himfelf to. the 

prevention 
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prevention of moral irregularity, how would fuclk 
a method of operation confiji with the proper 
powers of free agents ! It does not appear to the 
human mind a thing//, that they fhould bje thus. 
irreftjlibly guided, by any extrinfic power, thoughi 
it were even Divine. This method of govern- 
ment is well liiited to the unintelligent part cT 
the creation, which, being poffeffed of no Jelf- 
directing principle, muft be abfolutely conduct- 
ed by the power of the Supreme Will. But 
the influence of the Deity on fr^ agents muft 
needs be of a different kind : Others ife,. it would 
not harmonize with the ejfential powers of their 
nature. And why indeed Jhonld there be any 
beings at all endowed with moral libertyy if they 
are not left to the free ufe of their faculties J- 
What room would there be, upc n fuppofition 
of feme foreign over-ruling influence^ either fcr 
their chufing or afting virtuoufly ? What foun- 
datirn for the »7d?r^/'goverriment of them ? And,, 
in a word, what dillinftion would there be, id 
reality of confequenccy between them and meer />/- 
animate beings, as to the Deity*s exercifing rule 
over them ? It is true, being endowed with the 
faculty of perception, they would be capable of 
happinejs I but this could have no conneftion 
with, or dependance on, zx\^ proper choke of their 
CiVn, , It would be 2Ln unavoidable cctnmunicatioa 
of good; good difpenfed, not as the effeS oi ih^ 
• regular exercife of a felf-direEling princjple, not 
in conjequence r.:f any real determimng power of their 
C'ivnj but by the irrefjiible will or the Deity y in 

his. 
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his government of thenn. And will any call thiS 
^fit method of dealing with free agents ? It can- 
not be fo pronounced, unlefs by thofe, who 
have no idea ofgeody but as communicated to the 
utmoft^ without regard to the natures ci ejfentially 
different beings, and that wife conduft which 
ought always to be ufed with reference to them. 

But, after all that has been offered, fome will 
fay, Ihould it be allowed to be fit, that an order 
of moral agents,fuch as menare,might be brought 
into exiftence, and that it would confifl with the 
benevolence we attribute to the Deity, to place 
them in a ftate, wherein their virtue fhould be 
put to a trial ; why need this trial have been 
{6 dangerous an one ? Why fhould there have 
been the implantation of thefe appetites, pro- 
penficies, affections, and paffions, in their nature, 
with a variety of external objefts fb fuited to 
give them pleafure, as almoft unavoidably to 
entice them to will, and to aft, in contradicStion 
to the rules of virtue, and fo as to make them- 
felvcs unhappy ? Would a kind and good Crea- 
tor have put them to a trial fo difficult and hazard- 
ous ? Yea rather could he have done it, if he 
had been infinitely benevolent ? 

In anfwer to this, which, perhaps, is an ob- 
jecftion to the Divine benevolence, the mofl 
difficult of any intirely to remove, it may be 
Dbferved as follows. 

In a creation Inconceivably diverfified, it may 
be proper there fhould be as great a variety 
of moral beings, as of meerly animal ones ; and 

that 
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that there fhould be a. jQmilar gradadon from 
the highcft to the lowcft order of them : The 
confequence from which is^ that the capacities: 
of thefe moral beings muft be various^ and their 
attainment to a confirmed, virtuous temper pro- 
portionably more or lefs difficulty The clafi. 
of men^^ I fuppofe,, may juftly be reckoned thj^ 
lowed of the moral kind i for which reafon^ 
their conducing in life lb as to deferve the 
charadter of virtuous naay be moft difficult. But 
this notwithftandingj, it may be fit there fhould ^1 
be fuch a clafs of moral intelligences^ in order 
to compleat that variety in exiflence* which the j 
infinitely wife Deity might judge expedient for 
a full manifeflation of his benevolence^ A& 
iDfUiy orders of beings^ aS: might be thought 
proper, not united to matter of any kind, may 
have been brought into exiftence, the lo weft. of 
which may furpafs in glory the higheft of thofe 
who are embodied j among whom alfo there 
niay be as great a variety in the mode and degree 
of their perfeftion : In which view of the mat- 
ter, it is no other than might be expedted,. that 
there fhould be, fuch a creature as man> what- 
ever comparative imperfeftion may attend hi& 
make, and whatever difficulties mav lie in the 
way of his attaining to that virtue and happinefs> 
he is formed capable of : Efpecially,. if it fhould 
be found, that, for a being compounded as he 
is, there is nothing in his. conftitution but what 
is wifely and kindly adapted to> promote his good^ 
with reipcft to both parts of his compofition. 

Ha* 
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Mas he Inimal appetites and propenfities ? 
Thefe, is planted in him by his Maker, Were 
intended, and are wifely adapted, to guard him 
iagainft inconveniences j and not only fo^ but tb 
give him pleafure. And he is, accordingly, fur- 
bunded with objeds putpofely fuited, by the 
benevolent Crejltor,to yield him this pleafure: Nof 
can he f eafonably be charged With afting bdoW 
his chafaftef , as a man, if, wi diin proper limits^ 
he gratifies thefe natural appetites* They are 
therefore a wife contrivance to increafe, not to 
diminifh, his happiilefs* 

Has he implanted in him a variety of affec* 
lions and pafiions ? They are all defigned to 
Jjfomote his good, not his hurt. Was he deP* 
titute of felf-love, how feeble and languid would 
be his endeavors, if he endeavored at all, to pre-- 
lerve life^ or render it fo comfortable as it might 
be ? Had he no fear, how often would he run 
into danger, and expole himfelf to numberleft 
difafters ? Had he no refentment, how would 
Alt invite injuries, and fufferabufes of every kind 
m fuch a world as this ? Had he no ambitioni 
what a powerful ftimulus would be Wanting in 
his conftitution to excitehis endeavors to excel rri 
this or the other art and fcience, or in any thing 
laudable and praife- worthy ? And the fame may 
"be faid of every other affecSlion andpaflion. They 
all tend to good,and we fliould enjoy lefs of it with- 
out them than with them. It is true, they are capabte 
of abufe ; and fo mull have been, or we could tiOt 
hayc bcca fr^eagentS; placed in^ a ftatc of trial* 

Aii4 
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And (hould we abufe that to our hurt, which ouf 
Maker defigncd, and wifely adapted, to promote 
our good, would it not be hignly unreafonablis 
to bring fuch an abufe, as a complaint againft his 
benevolence ? And yetj this is the real purport of 
the objeAed difficulty, put into plain Englifh t 
tJnlefs it (hould be faid, that the Deity Would 
have manifefted more kindnefs to us meiij if he 
had not planted thefe appetites and paffibns iii 
Qur nature, than he has done by planting therh ; 
as the danger of ouf falling froni virtue ahd be- 
coming miierable, by means of them^ is fo great 
as fcarcely to be avoided. But will any one of 
ibund underftanding calmly and deliberately fay, 
(to Ipeakin the words of a very fenfible and ju- 
dicious writer) " That the Ci*eator, if he would 
have approved himfelf wifely benevolent to man- 
kind, fhould have precluded all from the ple^- 
fure they tafte in eating and drinking> bc^aufe 
otherwife feme will prove intemperate ; That 
he fhould have appointed marriage, and the care 
of children, to be unattended with any fcnfible 
pleafure, becaufe otherwife foine perfons would 
be lewd and unjufl ; that we fhould receive no 
pleafure from beauty of any kind but moral, 
left fome fhould foolifhly and wickedly prefef 
the beauties and pleafures of fenfe and imagina- 
tion, before the beauty of virtue : That none 
ihould naturally love themfelveS, ahd be fbrorig-* 
ly excited to take care of their own welfare, lelt 
fome fhould be tempted to gratify this pafTioA 
with the injury Qf gth^r§ ; That we fhould 

have 
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iiave beca formed indifferent to oppreflion, in-t 
juflice, and wickednefs, and have felt no re- 
fentment at tlie view of xhofe, to prevent any 
perfon's being angry, even, when they arc not 
injured : That tliere Ihould have been naturally 
lio fatisfa^tion attending a juft felf-approbatlon, 
that naen might not be inclined to value them-* 
felves without reafon ; and no defire to r-ecom- 
rtaend ourfelves to the efteem of others, by ex- 
<:eltent Qualities and benevolent aftions, left 
jfo^ie fhould endeavor to gam the favorable 
opinion of others by foorifh, or wicked aftion^ : 
Xhat men fliould have been witlniut the paf- 
fion of flianrie, to reftrdn them from what i$^ 
bafe, and deferving. iriFamy, left lome be aftiam^- 
Hcd of what is vktuous'.and honorable ; . That 
there Ihould h^ve been np ittr^ion. in liberty,, 
l.eft ibmc ftiould be tempted to llccntioufnefs ; 
and nothing appestf dkifirable in a power to 
do great good, tKat.none might .ftriv:e- for a! 
power of doing gieat mifchief : And that no 
neble emulation ihould haVe been felt in the 
liumari bofoni, left envy fhould creep in, and 
riiake fclf- tormentors, and mifchievous to their 
lieighbotrrs^. Would • this have been a better 
ronftitutioh, than the prefent ? What wife 
^nd confideratqperion can tjiinTc it ?" The plain 
truth is, there is no appetite, affeftion, or pafli- 
oh, as planted in our niture'by the God who 
rnade us, but what was intended, and wifely 
adapted, to anfwer fome yal.ualplc purpofeo;- 
other ; info much, jthat it^ would' h^ve beea' 
gjreatly difadvantigebus to us^ had we nor hr^.^n 

Ee furnilhed 
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fumirtied with them. And fliould they, by hot 
being kept under due government, prove the 
occafion of fin^ and tonfequent miferjr, could 
the Cr^tor, in confiftericy with feafon, be charg* 
cd with not having been benevolent ? Elpe-* 
cially, if it be confidered^ that thefe very appe- 
tites and paflions, might have been a mcans^ 
wifely improved, of promoting that virtufe in US| 
which would yield the full happinefs propcf 
to fuch beings as we ire* 

Some will ftill plead, if appetites and pafli- 
ons, in luch a coiiftitution as our's, fliould be 
fuppofed to be pf ober, why need they have 
been heightened to fuch a degrei^ of ftrength? 
Or if even this ftiould'Kave been' fexpedient; why 
were not our intelleftual and ' m6ral ' powers 
proportionably exalted^ that thp tfhdue influ- 
ence of appetite and. paffiofi might the" rnore 
eafily be controuled ? Would it not have been 
more kind in our Creator, and have argued 
greater benevolence, if he had given us ftronger 
rational abilities, and weaker animal propenfi- 
ties ? Efpecially, as it is principally owing 
to the ftrong impetus of ouf bodily inclinations^ 
that we are fo generally led dide into the path 
of vice and folly, to our own great difadvan- 
tage. The anfwer I would return to this ob- 
eftion, which, far from being a trifling one, 
deferves a ferious confideration, is as follows* 

If our appetites and paflions, in their na- 
tural ft:ate, and as implanted in us by our Crea- 
tor, had been lowered in their ftrength, they 
^ might - 
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might have been infufficieni: to anfwer the good 
ends of their original implantation* In like 
inanner,hadour intelleAual powers been height- 
ened, they might have unfitted us to live in 
fuch a world as this is. The contrivance of the 
Peity in. man's conftitutipn, and the adjuft- 
ment of its various, parts., both animal and 
nientajy isperfe<5l, and will admit, other things 
remaining as they were, of no amendment. 
One power isib clofely conncfted with,,and near- 
ly related to another, and that other to another 
ftiU, and the whole to flich a world as we arc 
placed; in, that no. alteration could be made iti 
one part, but what would afFe6t another^ and 
that other (till ajiother, and ih on, . till there 
muft be a c$tf al . alteration, not only in man, 
but the worl4 he lives in ; the abfurdity of 
which will be explained, and the pertinency 
of this whole paragraph juftified, in its proper 
place hereafter. 

It may alfabe worthy of notice, that a^ vari'e-^ 
ty in the trial, of various clafles of Kitelligenc^ 
rnor^l beings^ in point of difficulty and hazard 
may be a wife contrivance of the Creator for. 
the more illuftrious difplay of his goodnefs, iai 
harmoay with his other moral attributes. It is, 
certain, with refpeft to us men, that our trial, 
as individ:uals,.is, for wife and good ends, ad- 
lanirably various in point ofdifficulty and dan- 
ger i and why might it not, for like good ends,, 
be a more difficult one, fliould we be confi- 
dered as. a, clafs of beings, thaii.has been allotted: 

to. 
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to other claffes of a fviperior order ? * There i% 
rn analogy in this with the "whole condiiQ: of 
(jcd, which has been various, both in making 
nnd governing all ^, the creatures he has givea 
cxiftence to. And, it may be, his benevolence,^ 
by means of this variety, is more wifely, and 
fully 'difplayed, than it would have been by 
sny other. And one clafs of beings would 
have no more reafon to complain, fhould the 
difficulty of their trial, in confequence of this 
expedient variety,, be greater, and attended with 
more hazard, than the trial of another clafs i 
I f^jy they would have no more reafon for com- 
plaint, than they have becaule they were not 
made that other clafs of creatures. 

It ought to be^ conRdered flill further, that 
men's appetites ai\d pafnons, by being indulged 
beyond what is 0t>and right, may be heighten- 
ed in their impetts, and quite altered from their 
natur.'il il.ate. •n.nd when iliis is the cafe, as 
v.c all kiiow it too ccmmonly is, by not keep- 
ing them within thoi'e rcftraints we both might, 
and ought to have done, we ourfelves, and 
not our Creator,' are to bJamCj if diforders are 
iiitrcduccd into our frame, and our trial, by 
this iveans, is made more difficult and dange- 
rous, than iK oiherwife would have been 5 and, 
infctad of rcricdcing on the Deity for not liav- 
in.fj been :o bcncyolcnt, as v/c fondly imagine 
lie mieht liavc been, wc ikouki condemn our- 
feJves,. and tlirow the blaire wholly on our 
own wickeunefs and foUv ; for to this it ouQ-hc* 
in all rca,icn, to be aleribed. It 
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It ia acknowledged, that the natural ftate of 
the appetites and paflions nuy be altered, and 
often is fo^ and much for the worfe, even where 
the fubjefts of this alteration are not the blam- 
able caufes of it. By propagation, a difad- 
vantageous bodily temperature may be convey- 
ed, lubjefting the delcendants from parents tQ 
a greatly heightened force of animal propenfity. 
And by the negleft alfo of theft to whom 
the care of children has been commit- 
ted, in reftrainjng their inclinations and 
pallion, or hy purpofely allowing them to take 
an unbounded latitude, they may increafe in 
ftrength, fo as to be^ with great difficulty, 
kept under the government of reafon. In which 
cafes, the trial ofthefe perfons will be attended 
with much more danger, than the trial of 
others of the fame fpecies. But this is to be 
accounted for, and may juftly be fo, by duly 
confidering, that the ftate thefe perfons are in 
is the effeft of general laws, wifely contrived,, 
and powerfully adapted, to promote the good 
of the fyftem, of which they are parts ; Nor 
could the difficulties, they are fubjefted to, 
have been prevented without the extraordinary 
interpofition of the Deity, the inconveniences 
of which have already been mentioned ; or 
without an alteration in thefe lavvs, that is, 
without altering the plan iipon which thi^ 
world, and the creatures that are in it, werq 
formed, which would be to fubftitute another 
world in the room, of this, which mav be as 

fuitable 
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fuitable an one, in that variety whidi con^^ 
tqtesi the univerfe, as wi/dom ha$ thought pro^ 
per. What has been fuggefted here will bf 
ciil^g^d upon, and fet in a clear lights nvhcft 
"we come to anfwer the objection £xQP^ natural; 
evil. 

In fine, it may tend to break the fbr^e of 
the objeftion we are upon to bear in niind]^ 
that the difficulty of attaining to a virtuoui^ 
temper and conduft, however gr^at;^ is not 
unfurmountablc ; as it may be coimter-a^t^d 
by a wife improvement of that reafon, conn 
fciencej, moral difcernment, syid other powcrSjp^ 
which our Maker has implanted in our con* 
ftitution, on purpofe to check the undue in.-* 
Iluence of our appetites and paflions, and toi 
keep them within their proper fphere j elpe- 
cially, as, in addition hereto, we may, upon 
jufl: grounds, hope for the fmilesi. of heaven. 
upon our careful endeavours, in the ufe of 
the means, helps, and advantages, we are fa-» 
vored with, to get delivered from the dominion 
of fin and luft, and to hecom*je poflTeflfed of 
that nobleft of all moral powers,, a freedom^ 
without hindrance or controul^ to do that which 
is right and good. And let it be remembered, 
the greater the difficulty we are put to in ordei* 
to this, the greater our virtue will be ; laying 
a juft: foundation for a proportion ably highcF 
reward, in feif approba^tion here, and pleafure 
forevermore in the future world. Befides all 
which, it may be depended on a$ a fure trutb> 

that 
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{he good God will make all t'eafpnable allow-*! 

iances for whatever difadvantages our ftate ot 

trial may be attended with; conducing to- 

: Wards us, conformably to that eternal rule o^ 

equityt " according to what a man has, and 

iiot according to what he has not, fhall be gi- 

. ved to him. And this fame rule, adapting 

I It to all other claiTes of beings, in all worlds^ 

[ is that by which the Supreme Ruler and 

t Judge will meafure his conduft towards them 4 

In confequence of which, they Will all, in re- 

; gard ofjuftand fair treatment j be brought to 

■ Hn exaft equality. Lefe will be required of 

thofe beings, whofe powers Were fmall^ and 

their difficulties great j and proportionabl/ 

more ofthofe, whofe powers were greater, and 

.their difficulties lefs. So that, however loW 

the capacities of us men are, and whatever dif* 

iiculties our flate 6f trial may be attended with^ 

the Supreme King^nd Judge will be equally 

inipartial and jufl in his dealings towards usj^ 

ik With tefpeft to any of the beings that aref 

/above us, in thefcale of exiftence. 

The fum of what has been faid>^ in order to 
ftfconcile moral irregularity with benevolenccJ 
in the Deity is, that it ought not to be attributed' 
tb him, as its produftive caufe ; but to the 
' Creatures that were made fre^ agents : That the 
liiaking of free agents yrzs neceffary \n order to. 
the communication bf the higheft good in kindj 
becaufe, if they had not been made, this kind 

oi good would have been Winting in the crca^ 

tion; 
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tion : That, if free agents wc^c at all brought 
into cxiftence, it mufi have been with powers 
/o far mperfeii, as to import 2i poj/ibiliiy of theit 
erring, without inierpejtiions of the Deity to pre-* 
vent It : That their could not have hctn Jucb in* 
terpoJitionSi in confiftency with wife and fit con- 
duit J becaufe they would, in true conflru^tiort, 
deftroy the very notion oi free agency ^ and to- 
gether with It all foundation for any diflin^ion 
between moral right and wrong : And finally> 
that however low a clafs of moral agents we 
men are, and however difficult oUr trial, by 
means of implanted appetites an i pafjions, may 
be,, fuch an order of beings might be fit, m 
that variety of exiflcnces the wifdom of God 
might judge proper, in order to a full di^lay 
of his perfeftions in general, and his benevo- 
lence in particular ^i Frorh which premifes, if 
true, as we have feen good reafon to think them 
to be, and no proof can be given to the con- 
trary, it follows, that the aEitial defeBion of free 
agents is not to be imputed to any deficiency of 
goodnefs in the Deity \ and therefore that there 
can be no real inconfiftency between the exift- 
ence of this moral depravity and infinite benrco* 
leyicCy whatever there may be in appearance. 

I v/ould only obfcrve, before I proceed, it is 
all along fappofed, in the above reafoniiig, thaC 
the entrance of moral diforder into the creation 
would have been irreconcilable with pure and 
mhounded goodnefs y unlefs every thing had been 
done, which, in true reafon, was fie and pro^ 

per 
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|**r to be done, to have prevented it. 'And 
x:ould it be proved, in refpeft of any €la/s of in- 
telligent moral beings, or in refpeft of any in^ 
"dividual in this clafs, that the Deity had been 
wanting in what was r^afonably neceflary, on his 
|)art, that there might not have been a defec- 
^iiony 1 fee hot but it would be an invincible ob- 
jeftion againft the infinite benevolence of his na- 
ture. For it is not fuppofable, but that a being 
•fupremely and abfolutely good ihould defire 
the happinefs of his whole creation ; efpecially of 
-intelligent ;;^(;r^/creatures,inall their vdi.no\ys ranks ^ 
and numberlcfs individuals : And that he fhould 
operate, in all wife and reafonable methods, to 
promote it. And it would certainly argue a 
deficiency in his goodnels, if he could fee thenn 
•a5i wrongy and not exert KimitM Jo far as he 
might doy in confiftency with reafon and wifdoniy 
to hinder it. It is indeed impoifible, if we may 
fay any thing is fo, not only that infiriite bene- 
volence iliould put innocent moral agents into cir- 
cumftanceSi wherein their feduLlion would be 
iinavoidable ; but that it (hould withhold its co- 
operation, in any proper ways, agreeable to 
their natures, to advance the perfedtion and 
felicity they are made capable of. Tx> us fnen, 
it may poflibly feem, as though more mighc 
Jiave been done for the human fpeciesy fome of 
them at leaft, to have fccured their attachment 
to virtue : But are we fjre of this ? Are v/e 
able to exhibit clear and full proof, that the 
Deity has been wanting in any thing, proper. 
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on his part, to keep mankind from debaiRng 
their natures ? It is true, we were not placed in 
the highefl clafs of n»oral beings : But can wc 
fay, that the order of the creation, and the wife 
and good ends for which it was nnade, Woukl 
not allow, that a rank of beings, cohftituted 
and endowed as we are, fhould be in it ? Or 
will we take upon us to fliow, that the condiift 
ji( the Deity y towards us» has not been fo wifely 
and fitly adjufled to the defign of making us 
happy, as it might reafon ably have been ? Can 
it be proved, that the only good God expefts 
more from \)s, than he ought to do, in tru€ 
equity ? Or that he has neglefted any JuitahU 
n^eihod of operation to guard us againft errfXTi 
cither in choice or fraSlice ? Are We not confci- 
ous to ourfelves, when we do wrong, that wc 
do it /;*^^/)', and as furnifhed with all the fri- 
Jervatives againfc fuch conduft, v/hich wc could 
reojonahly expect, or defire, as moral agents^ and 
which might have been effeftual to our reftraint, 
if we had carefully ufed them, in the due ex- 
erciie of underftanding and attention ? And if 
this is the real truth, as we are confcious to 
ourfelves that it is, fhail we refleft upon the 
Deity y as not having exerted himfelf, in all pro- 
per ways, to prevent oxix mijcondu^l ? We can- 
not pretend, without the higheft arrogance, to 
fay, much lefs to prove that he has not done 
ail that he could ^I'i^Xy do to preferve us inno- 
cent : And more than tliis would have been 
inconfiRent with his own ahjolutc ^erfe£ltcn. So- 

that 
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that he may be infinitely goody notwithftanding 
the degeneracy of mankind, which we know moft 
abiut, and complain moft of. 

I now proceed to confider, in the fecond 
place, the unhapfinefs arifing fr^n immoral 
conduct. For by the evil complained (/, in 
the objedion, is meant, not only the irregularity 
oi free agents y hwt th.t mifery conne^ed htrcwithy 
or confequent hereupon, cither by the conjlitution 
cf nature^ or infiiJlion from the Deity. If wrong 
determinations, and onreafonable purfuirs, were 
not accompanied nor followed with unhappinefs, 
cither to the faulty agents themfelves or others 
by their means, the objeitors againfl infinite 
^oodnefs would not, it may be, be fo ftrenu jus 
in urging this difHculty : But as the fa5l is, 
they are bitter in their complaints, thinking it 
extremely hard, that creatures, for only mif- 
ufing their liberty, fhould be fubje6ted to confe^ 
quent puni%menty natural or penal ; and that 
others likewife flio.ild be made fuch greatfufferers 
by their vices and follies. How, fay they, coulcj 
the Deity y if infinitely benevolent, not only per- 
mit creatures of his < wn farming to corrupt 
themfelves, but connect miferyy^ixh their fo doing; 
conilituting things fo as to make their wrong 
doing an occafion oiunhappinefs^ in iarinitely va-r 
riouS kinds, n^t only to themfelves, but to 
others alf > ? What a wide do' r has hereby been 
opened f »r the entrance of mifery int > the crea- 
ti'>n ? Who can compite the immenfe fum of 
pain and torment, of one fort or an ther, this 

conltitution 
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confl-itution has paved the way for ? And eaft 
it be attributed to an infinitely- benevolent 
Catilc r Cotld fuch a ftate of things have ever 
bee*^j if a good God had been at the head of 
it, as its fuprcnie dircfting Caufe ? 

It is anfwcred, in the firft place^ by freely 
C)wning, that moral irregularity is unavoidably 
connected with unhappinei's ; infomiich,. that 
by fur tlije greater part of thofe evils which 
aboiMid in the creation are the natural cr ^enal 
clfect herecf : Nay, it is readily granted, that 
the ca^xllitutirvn of things is fi.-ch, that moral in-- 
ielligent beings are capable of fo cerrupting their 
iiTiplanted pov;ers, as that snifery muft be the- 
confequence, both to thcmjelves and others alfo,, 
in ccrtcin degrees, v.hile they ccntinuc in this, 
ftate of degeneracy. Nay, I deny not, but the 
conflitution of thinp;s is fich, as that iinhappi- 
nefs miifL be the fruit of abiifed moral freedom, 
in another j)eri J cfexiilence, fo h-ng, and in 
frcli pr porci'.n, as the wifdom of the Supreme 
Creator and Governor may think requifite. 

But tlien I add, in the next place, that this, 
is fo far fnrai arguing want of goodnefs in the 
T)eiiyy that it very ccnfpicuoufly illuitrates the 
benevolence of his nature. It v/ill probably 
i'v'C'.n ilr:mp,e, tu thcfe who have not exercifed 
t!.; :r tliO':[::h!:i: upon ihis fubjeft, t ^' hear it faid, 
tiia' ii::Lcf;::;::jS may he the fri it cf bcnrcdcnccy 
Tvi-.d ;\n c.rg-..ri/ciit in pro.'frfit, rather than an 
<>1>I< -li' ;i ap;ainu' it:. And yet, this is the rtai 
truth i and I doubt n-jt but that may be fnid 

upon. 
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upon the matter, which will make it clearly 
and fully appear to be fo. 

Only, let it be previoufly remembered, that 
the pqffibility of moral irregularity h^i been al- 
ready accounted f.T, and the adlual being of it, 
in, the creation, recunciled with infinite good- 
nefs : Which being fuppofed, in this part of 
the argument, I proceed to (how, 

Wherein the unhappinefs that is connefted, in 
nature^ or by pojitive infliSlion from the Deityy 
with the mi/u/e of moral powersy is fubfervient 
to the general good of the rational creation, 
which* is hereby more effeftnally promoted than 
it would have been, if free agents might 
have a£led wrong with impunity. 

And it is very obvious, in the firft place, 
that a great part of the unhappinefs following 
upon voluntary mifco)idu5i is of the medicinal 
kind, and ftrongly tends to the cure r>f its pa- 
tients. The imeafy fenfations occafioned by 
vicious praftice, together with thofe various 
other pains, which are naturally confequent 
thereupon, what are they but fo many motives 
to repentance, and a due care to make a wifer 
ufe of moral powers ? What better adapted 
means could have been contrived to roufe the 
faulty agents to attention, bring them to con- 
fideration, and put them upon endeavours to 
prevent their own ruin ? If they found no in- 
convenience in an irregular courfe, what fhould 
frop their progrefs, having entered on it ? 
What probable profpcfl: would there be, in 

this 
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this cafe, of their ever coming to tliemfelvcs, 
and recovering a right niind ? And is it not for 
their goody that their vicious condnft fnould be 
attended \^th Jufferingy^Wt this fufferifjg is con-, 
ftdered under the notion of a means pow erfuUy 
fitted, in a reafonable way of operation, to check 
their folly, and reduce them to virtue ? Docs 
not pam, in this view of it, ceafe to be an evil, 
and become a real good ? And ought not the 
Deityy who has thus conllituted things, to be 
looked upon as a phyfician and friend, dc- 
figning their intereji, and not as an enemy, 
who is doing them harm ? And the cafe is 
juft the fame in refpeft of punijhments more fofi^ 
tively inflifted. They are a means wifely adap- 
ted to promote the welfare of thofe who fuffer 
them, and are fo intended by the all-merciful 
Governor of the univerfe, fo long as they are 
capable of amendment by any means whatever. 
And if, after this, they {hould be continued in 
fuffering circumftances, even fuch a method of 
conduft would be perfectly confiftent with in- 
finite goodnefs, for feme other reafons we may 
liave occafion to mention afterwards. 

It is very evident, in the next place, that 
the evils connefted with immc^ral a£ticn, in the 
Divine government, are for the good oi btbers^ 
as well as the faulty agents rhemielves. They 
are indeed, at leafl in this lower world, with 
which we are btn acquainted, a^(f;?^^/difcou- 
rageirent to vicious pradtice, a ftandirg, per- 
petual means provided by the Deity to lecure the 

%irtuey 
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virtue, and by confequence the greateji hap-^ 
finefsy of the human JpecieSy it may be, the only 
rational moral agents here exifting* It is highly 
probable, if not certain, that mankind, confi* 
dcring their various propenfions, though all 
fuited to their conditiony and fubjedVed to the 
guidance of their reajon, would not be reftrain- 
ed within any tolerable bounds of decency, i£ 
it was/d"^;; that no difad vantage followed, whea 
any of their rank perverted the order of their 
faculties, and purfued an irregular courfe of 
action. The unhappnejsy infeparably conjoined 
with voluntary, continued mifconduft, by the 
known, eftablilhed laws of the Divine admini-* 
-ftration> is one of the grand reftraints provided 
for 'their fecurity : And were this to be taken 
off, they Would, without all doubt, notwith-. 
ftanding all the remonftrances oirea/on againft;»^ 
clinationy be foon loft to all fenfc of virtue, and 
trample upon the facred obligations to the 
pra6tice of it. And if it is for the good of man* 
kind that this fliould be prevented, fo far as 
may be, in all fuitable ways, ii is equally for 
their good, that vice Ihould be connefted with 
mt/ery ; becaufe a powerful, and yet well adap- 
ted means y to this end. And it fhould feem 
indeed as though this conns 5lion was a necejfary 
provijiofiy in the government of the whole intel- 
le£iual fyfleniy to preferve it from confufion, and 
accompli{h,by a regular and confiftent method of 
operation, the great thing intended and purfued- 
^ the Deity ^ viz. its great eji good. It may, per^ 

haps, 
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haps, be thour^ht more noble for rational crt^ 
tures, efpeciaily the higher order of them, to 
be infiuenrcd to right am^uik jolely from thd 
fitnejs of the thin:; in irfclf confidered r Biitj 
it in:iy be, there are no created intelligences 
above the need of other mntives. It is certain, 
an averjion from mifery mufl: be looked upon as 
a leading priiiLiple in ail their natures, from 
the higbcji to tlic h*xcjl of them : And if foj 
what a pov/eiful guiird muft it be to their in- 
nocence, to fee the lofs of it, in other beingi 
like themlelves, attended, in fatly with vexa- 
tion and forrow ? How ftrongly miift it tend 
to fecure their adherence to the rule of right, 
to behold a deviation from it, in this and the 
other inftance, accompanied with mifery^ by the 
Divine conftitution ? It is reafonable to think, 
it mav be owing, in part, to this ccnne^ioriy that 
the v^holc nioral creation is preferved, under the 
fuperintendcncy of the Supreme Governor, in 
a regular, orderly Rate. It n uii be conftiTed, 
it is true, that fome ranks oi rational beings have 
probably never afted below tlie dignity of their 
charafter, and confequently that they knownot, 
from whai have fccn amonp- thciiiiclves, whatun- 
happiiiefs micans : Bu t v/ho can fiiy^that x\\^/ad€feLls 
of immoral conduft, in one 1^, iiLm of intelligent 
beings, may not, in the Divine adminiflrarion, 
be fo related to others, as to be ufeful to them 
alfo ? What is there unreafonabie in fuppofing, 
that the evils fiiiiered, by means of abufcd fa- 
culties, in this world of our's, niay, in ways^ 

iurpaffing 
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f^tpkiting our comprehenfion, be Capable of 
jprornoting, in a meafiirc> the good of moral 
beings, in other parts of the creation ? It is 
certain, in t\it fyfterf^ of material naturey that other 
globes, and fome of them vaftly diftant too, 
are ufeful to this eaf th, as that alfo in return 
rtay be, in fonle degree, ufeful to them : And 
it is by this mutual ufefulnefs, to each other, . 

*that they become one harmonious good whole. 
The like may be faid of the inUlkSluai general 

Jyjiem ;-*--It may be cbrtftitUted the bell whole, 
by the mutual ' fubferviency of the rarious 
ranks of rational beings to each other, and 
their jointly confpiring, according to fome fet- 
tfed order, to advance the generld good. And, 
ymons: the ways, wherein the wifdom of the 
infinitely benevolent firft Caufc may have fnade 
the fe\^eral clafles of ifttellijgcnt agents capable 
of being thus ufeful, this we are confidering 
ittay be one. The miferyi which the indivi- 
duals of one order, of mortal beings, may, by 
their diforderly purfuits, bring upon themfelves, 
may be defigned, in the divine plan, and 
adapted, to promote the good^ not only of that 
particular order, but of othtr orders likewife, by 
exhibiting a moljt powerful motive to difcou- 
rag-e the like mifcondudt, and fecure- an at* 
tschment to the law of reafon and right. 

But, if any (hould think this is carrying the 
matter too far, and upon conjefture only, it 
cannot however be denied, that the unhappi^ 
pe/i accruing to £>me of the individuals of au^ 

Cg i(peciQ& 
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fpecies of fnorai beings, in tohfeqlitnte of thtif 
having chofen and afted pcrverlely, may be ot 
Jervice to the reft of the fame fpecies, by mini*- 
ibring to them feafonable and proper warningk 
And it may, upon the whole^ be a kindnels to 
ibis ^td^ of beings, and an argument of th^ 
J^eitfs benevolence towards them, that he has ' 
thus connected vkt and ^ unbnfpm^^ together* 
For it is one of the moft powerful reltraints 
from irregular a£fmy and lis ftrong an induce- 
ment to the choice and practice of virtue* And 
fo far as they are prelerved in due order^ tbis^ 
Vrithoiit all doubt, is one of the great means 'by 
which it is acconipliihed. 

And fhouid we purfue this reasoning, and 
txamirte its force as applied to a future ftate^ 
and the punijhments there is reafon to think will 
be there inflided on wicked men. We fhall find 
it a Ibfficient vindication of them* For if they 
are confideredi as che prefent argument requires 
they fliould be, under the notion of a needful 
moral mean intended and calculated to promote, 
upon the whole, more good m the intelligent 
creation, than might otherwife be reafon ably 
cxpefted, they are fo far from being the effedt 
of ill'ivill, that they really fpnng from benevo- 
lence, and are a proof of it. It carries the ap-^ 
pearciHcej I own, of hardfhip and feverity, for 
creatures to exift in Juffering circumftances : 
But if their fufferings, whether in this or ano- 
ther ftate, are the fruit of their own mif-do- 

ings, and ic i% for the r^al benefit of the moral 

freation^ 
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ireaiiofti upon the wtipte^. (as we have fcen that 
-ft. is) th^it fuch fiifferings fhould be the coole- 
*qiient effeft of fuch conduflu why fhould the 
goodnefs of the Dsity be called in (^uc(lk>n ? 
It is true, t\^fufferers in a figure fiatty if iiip^ 
poled to be paft amendnient,. can reap na ad)- 
nmntage thewfelves from their fufferings v But 
then,, it is to be confidered?, theft fufferings. were 
m'igmally intended for their goddi bjr being 
prefentedi in. the forebodkigs^ of their owa 
nnndsx as a powerful motivej not* only to- re- 
ftraia thena. from thofe courfes which: would 
end in thefe fufferings, but to urge thena oa 
to thofe virtuous puifuits. which would be fol-. 
^wed with all the happinefs they were made 
capable of. And if, notwithftanding^ fa pow- 
erful a> means ufed with thena for their goodi 
tKcy have gone on debafing their natures, till 
they have rendered them incurable by any of 
riie means the wifdom;of God haa feen fit.to ufe. 
with them> why fli.')jld it be thought a. dif-- 
honor to infinite goodnefs to fiibjeft: them to* 
that mfery] they have thus expofed thcmfelves, 
to., by their own wickednefs, that they might 
be a warning p others j andferve z:$ fuhlic excm- 
fles for general goody fo long as the wifdom of' 
God fhall know it to^ be beft : Is it not better thzx,: 
Jbme individuals (hould be in faffering circa m- 
ftances, if they will not, by any of the methods. 
ofGod's dealing with them, be brought back 
to the choice and .pra^lce of virtue i I.layi is 

j£ not better,, thkt /pmg individuals Aould'^b/c 
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made miferable, in confequencc of an eftal)^ 
lilhcd cofineftion between vi^e and mifery^ than 
that the virtue of the moral creation^ together 
with all the happineft dependant thereon^ 
iliould he endangered, through Y^ant qf fuch a 
provifion for their fecurity ? The pl^iiii truU^ 
IS, the benevolence of the I>eity^ is not confined 
to particular beings, or orders of beings^ bgt 
is abfolutely u^iver/al -^ and ought therefore ta 
be conceived of as exerting itfelf in thofe ways 
which are beft adapted to advance the generi^l: 
good of the creation. And if, by connefting 
mjejry. with mora/ irregularity^ this e^id is, in thp 
ii^ofl effeftual manner, prbmo.tedi as we haye 
feen reafoh to. think it is, the eftabliftment of 
fuch a co;inc(5Vion, potwithftanding Y^hat may 
eventually happeo to particular individual?,^ 
.rnuft be an arg^uiDent of goodn^fs^ rather thaa 
cf vjconfiJieiKy with it. 

There is >et another way wherein it may bQ 
for the good of the intelligent creationx that wic-r 
kednefs fhould be connecled, in the manner i% 
isjj with mifery. What I intend is, that by 
this connecflioa occafion is given for fuch tiiani-r 
feftations of the Divide glory, as are ratimr 
ally and powerfully fuited to promote the vir^ 
tue, and conjequent h^ppincl5, of moral beings i 
wjiich manitcltaciocs Uiere wpuld have been no 
room for, or, at lead, not in fo great a degree^ 
had it not been for this connexion. It is evi- 
dently from hence, that moft of the moral ztr 
tributes of the Deity become capa^ble of a mor^ 

illuftrious 
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illuftrious difplay, tha^n wQuld otherwifc . haicc 
^pteen poJTibJe ; And it noay be, Jm^ of them 
€ouli^ not have beci; manifeftcd a,t aU^^ fcjui hot 
^his given the opportunity therefor^ The hnr 
linejs of the Divine ?ein^ would not have ap- 
peared fo qonfpicuous, if rnoral agenjt^ roight 
Bave b^ehay^d ill, ^oo. not found it ta their 
^ifad vantage : Neither ^you^d bi%k0w haxe 
jpiooe M/:ith fuch a diftingui&ing Kmre i as he 
could not, fo fully ^njJ impartially* have rea- 
dered ta tben^ according t;p their; defcrts. And^ 
.9s to the various mQdifiQatioj[i3 of gwdnef5>. 

^ fuch a^s m^rcy, forbearaacc,, patience, long-fuf-. 
Bering, forgiyenefs, it docs not^ appear^/ how 
thefc perfections of the JP^/Vy qould have beect 
■,^t all dilplay^d>had it not been for thefe evils that 
sure the wnfequent fruit of volun^ar^ mifcoa- 
$u6i. Th^ idea of pity, and mercy^ and par- 
don, as. D4yi(ie attributes, exercifed. towards mo- 

■ fai agents, is eflentially connefted with thejr- 
^ual fnferingi or, at lead, liablenefs to. it, oa 
accouat of their ill-dpjngs : infomuch, thati, 
were if upt fqr the Dnh^ppinefs wc beco)fK)^e ol>- 
fioxious tQ, uppn being faulty in their behar 

. Yior, they could have had no notion of thefe 
^miablcj Divine glories. And it is from hence 
?hat thofe nriary^Ilous difplays of goodnefs,in thefe 

- ^piodes pf excr^ifCj^ have taken rife, yrhich tend, 
not only to the eternal honor of the ZV/Vy, but 
^e beft and greateft good likewife of nppral 
gnd intelligent beings. Nor is it difficult tp 
CQUceive hqw the dilplay of thefe attributes of 

• the 



proverbs as old as Solomony a fdoltjb Jon is ibi 
ieavineft of bis mother ; and again a foolijh Jon ij 
a grief to his father. And the confequences of' 
Cppireflion^ rapine and violence, whether public 
or private, muft be felt and groaned under, in 
a world, where creatures are fo nearly allied to, 
^and dependant on, each other. Nay> the penal 
evils, which the Deity may, in kindnefs, inflift 
to ftop the progrefs of wickednefs, muft, many 
times, touch the innocent as well as guilty, while 
they live mixed together, as in the pfefent 
ftate : Nor could it be otherwife without an 
inverfion of the courfe of nature. So that, if 
this objeftion proves any thing, it is that fuch 
an order of beings ought not to have been crea* 
ted. But we have already feen, that the . I)eitf 
was not obliged to make only the moft perfeft 
beings ; yea, that the communication of the 
greatejl good required the creation of all rank^ 
of beings, in the defcending line, {o long aS 
the enjoyment of exiftence could be called an 
happinefs. Nor may fuch creatures as We are, 
who have fo narrow a view of the works of 
God, and the whole fyftem of the Univerfc, 
take upon us to f^jy ^^^at an order of beingS 
conftituted as we are, could not, in confiftency 
with wifdom and goodnefs, have a place in tht 
creation ; or that fuch creatures, with all the 
evils to which they are fubjefted, would not 
make a beautiful, neceffary part, in the DivinC 
plan, contrived to form a fcene wherein th€ 
perfections of the Deitj might be moft adnnirt* 

Wjr 
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fely difplayed in producing, upon the whole^ 
the greatejt pojjible good. 

. Befides, it ought to be fcoftfidef ed, that ihefe 
'-ivilsy which wicked men bring upon others by 
fheirviCes, are fuppofed Co bear hard upon the 
*ienevolence of the Creator afid Governor of the 
ijniverfe, chiefly oil the prefumpHony that the 
'jprefent is an tntire independent ftate, liot having 
relation to, or connexion with, Ktij future ex-* 
4ftence ': Upon which' fuppofition, it is 
f)wned, the difficulty objefted would be ^n un- 
^uritioiint^ble One. But will any pretend to 
^emonjirate^ that there is no future ftate> that 
^eath piits 1 total end to the being of man, and 
•all farther capacity of enjoyment ? And if this 
Cannot be deffionjiratedy Which muft be confefled 
'to be the truth of tlie matter, it is poffibfe, that 
'the evils which any fuffe^ in this may be made 
Ibp t6 them in another ftate : Nay, it is pofli- 
tie, that thefe evils which they fufFer may be 
"intended as a means to prepare and qualify theni 
ibr greater happin'cfsy in fame future period of 
V&5ciftence, than they could otherwife have en- 
Joyed. And this leads to another remark oic 
^reat importance in the prefent argument^ 
Vhieh is. 

That the evils fufifered hy fonrie, through the 
faulty eoiiduft of others, are fo over-ruledj in 
the all-wife^ gracious government of th« Deityy 
■As to give occafion for the exercife and improve- 
, feent of fuch virtues as tetid to promote their 
i^r^alir happinefs. Vice, it is true> has intro- 

• Hh aucc4 
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duced into the world a great many trials, griet* 
ous to bear : But it is as true, that they ar^ 
capable of being improved to advantage. And 
what though any fliould fu£fer through tht 
caprice> the pride> the hatred, tlie malice, and 
other ungoverned paffions and lulls of wicked 
men, if they may hereby be gainers in the end ? 
And this is made poflible as the Deity has con* 
ftituted things. For thefe very diftreffes, which 
iare Caufcd by the prevalence of fin iand follyj 
are io many opportunities offered^ in provi-^ 
dence, for the exercife of meeknefsj, patience* 
forgivenefs, and the like virtues 5 which^ being 
often^ by this means> thrown out into action^ be- 
come fettled moral di/pq/itionSy ^ot bnly fornriing 
a moft beautiful chara6ber, but together with 
it a capacity for happinefsj which could not 
otherwife have been enjoyed. It is Certain* 
that the exertment of the mind, in one par- 
ticular way, is the method, according to the 
eftabliflied laws of nature, by which it con- 
tracts a faculty in this way of exertion, and 
becomes poffefled of what we call habits, in 
any kind. And it is as certain, that cpportw-^ 
nities offered, in the courfe of providence, for 
the frequent repetition of thefe exertments, are 
the cccafion by which the mind receives that 
correfponding benty or turtiy to which we give 
the name, habit or dijpcfiticn. From whence it 
follows, that the evils fuffered through the 
fault of others, as they give opportunity for 

-Rccs of meeknefs^ and forbearance, and for- 

giveaefsi 
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jjiyenefs,. are property adapted to form the vir- 
tuous difpofitions anfwering to. thefe afts. And 
accordingly it is feen, infadty that none among 
©riea are pofTeiTed of tlv^fe excellent virtues^ in 
Ib.'confirnfved a^ degree, a3 thofe who have takea 
occafion> from the evils they have fufEered, ta 
be much ia the exercife of a6ts of patience^, 
contentment, and refignation. They have, by 
this means, got formed in thern^. and greatly 
ftrengthened, the difpofitipns to thefe virtues.. 
Nor is this all : But their capacity for moral 
rational happinefs is. thereby proportionably 
lenlarged, Thefe virtues, when called forth in- 
to exercife, are> at prefent,. r-ewarded witK 
^ieajurcy and fuch pleafure as none know the 
value of bjt thofe who have felt what it is, 
teefides. which, there is no reafon to think but 
that, in. {<^\nt other and future Itate, they fliaU; 
further reap the fruit of their moral improvements^ 
in anfwerable meafures of rational fatisfadlioa, 
and delight. To be fiire,. it canAot be prov-^ 
cd, that this may not ; yea,, that it wili not,, 
be tKe cafe. And upon this fuppofition^. it is 
cafy to conceive, how the evils which good' 
JEnen have fuffered, through the wickednefs . of^ 
their fellow -creatures, may finally turn out to 
their benefit. What fpecial ufe there may be» 
in another ftate> for thofe difpofitions, which 
have been formed in /i?i>, and particularly fuited, 
to trials fi^om the perverfe behaviour of others, 
we know not : But thus much we may.be iure of^ 
th^t virtuous., b^bits^^ by what means, foever thej. 

haye 
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luvc been formed, improved, and ftrengthert-. 
eci, c3'> enlarge the general capacity for ration^ 
al in . ral happinefs i infomuch, that, if tberc^ 
is anothere is another Hate, the fubjefrs cf theni> 
en this account,, muft be the more happy ia 
proportionable returns of true and folid plea-, 
lure. 

The fum of the whole argument is this, that 
the ccn7ie£Iic7i of imhappincfs with morel irregula- 
rity is a means wifely adapted to operate pcw- 
trfuUy upon rational moral agents, to reduce 
them to a right conduft, if they have been 
faulty, and to preferve them inviolable ia theij- 
attachment to virtue, if they have been inno- 
cent : Infomuch, that it may be owing to thia 
^omieSion^ there is fb much order and hafpinefi 
in the intelligent creation y of both which, had 
not this ccnnecfcion been ccnftituted; there 
would undoubtedly have been much lefs than 
there now is, and has all along been. Tho 
confequence whcrefrcm is, that this provificn,. 
fitted for the produftion of fo much go cd, \% 
fo far from being inccf^f.ficnt 'with benevQlevce^ 
that it is a ftrong indicaticn of it.. And w^hereas 
the Juffcrings cf the virtuous, by the wickednefs. 
cf the vicious, are great and trying, thefe a.lfo, 
upon fuppofiticn of another ^.'!iX^{y^)\\Q\i cannot; 
be proved to be an unreafcnalkymuch lefs an imf(Jfi'^ 
hie one) may be, in the end, for their adi'attcge \ 
iis they are capable of being improved fo as 
that the fruit, \;pon the whcle, fhall be mor^ 
jhappinefs, than if thefe fufferings hcd nor been 

endured ; 
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rnd'jred : And if they may poflibly be a means 
to produce greater good^ they cannot prove a 
deficiency in the benevolence of the Deity ^ but 
are rather a.n argument in proof that he ia 
endowed with this attribute. 

I have now oiFered what I had to lay in il- 
Juftration of the confiflcncy between infinite be^ 
vevolence^ and moral irregnlarityy together with 
all Its cor^equent tmhappinsfs^ And I fee not, 
vp.">r^ the review, but the reafoning employed 
to this purpole is ftriftly conclufive. God ha- 
ving created f7'ee agents^ it appears, from what 
has been difcourfed, that they are the proper and 
fole caufes of ail the moral diforder that is com- 
plained of, and not the Deity ; who has done 
every thing that he couldy in confiftency with 
yeafon and wiiHom^ not only to prevent their 
abufe of their facokies, but to promote their 
improvement of them (o as to attain to the 
Jiigheft perfedlion and happinefi : And further^ 
that the very evilsy he has connefted with their 
voluntary mif conduct ^ are kindly intended, and 
•Rifely adapted, to bring about their bejl goody 
^nd will certainly do it, if it is not their ov/n 
fault. So that, upon the whole, it cannot be 
ponceiyed, what the Deity could have done 
fnore;, in a wife and rational method of opera^ 
tion, to have made intelligent moral beings, in 
fill their various orders^ as happy as their origi- 
nal capacities would allow of : Which is as 
^nuch as can be expeded, even from benevo- 
ffficf that is infinite^ 

• It 
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It now remains to confider the thir<I ajkt. fe(t 
et^eftion to the iivfinite benevolence of th.o 
Deity. And this is taken, from the mfur.ai 
evils, common to all perceiving beings, iri this, 
world of our's> in all their clafles,^ from ths 
iighcfl to the lowcft ; fuch as pains, difeafcs,^ 
and difafters, in various kinds, and degrees f 
and, at lafl"> death, moftly accompanied with^ 
difirefs, and fbmetimes with aggravated cir- 
cumftances ofmiferyand torment.. And thq 
complaint upon thi$ head is, that theft evils arc 
FiOt only permitted by the Deity, but were^ iiir 
a iitnik^ appointed ; as being the effeft of that 
conftituiion of things^ -which he contrived,^ 
SLTii eftablilhed, and has aU along upheld:. 
Nay, it is urged, with refpe£t to fome of thefe 
evils, as to their kind, if not degree, that the- 
Deity intended they fhould take place,, and 
originally endowed the creatures with fuch na-. 
tures, as that a liablenefs to them- was abfo-- 
lutely neceffary. And v/ould an infinitely be- 
nevolent Being, fay the movers of this objec- 
tion, have brought creatures into exiitencc 
vnder fuch circumftances, fubjefted, by the 
very laws of tlieir nature, to pain andmifery ? 
Does this look like the doing of fupremely 
porurft goodnefs ? Can it he fuppofed,. that 
fuch a iiate of things could have been, if ori- 
ginally planned, and all along condu6ted by A 
Being eirenririjly, and infinitely kind and good? 
I anAver by acknowledging, that the percei-* 
ving beings of ail orders^ in this lower worlds 

arci 
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ite liabk to paih^ and (ieath • and that thtf 
Vere madfe thus liable by the God> who gav^ 
%hem exiftehce iindei' fuch circi!nifl"ancesi as 
that thefe evils could not be avoided. Only^ 
let it be remenibered> and coHfidered, before I 
*come CO a particular relblutioh of this difii^ 
tiulty^ 

That tvtti tht(t, natural evik, fo far as man- 
kind are concerned in them, are all of theni 
increafed in their maiignity> by means of that 
^ordl diforder, which they have introduced 
into the world. And to this fame caufe> and 
not to the Author of our beings it is owing 
alfo* that the kinds of natural evils are 
become more numerous^ Had it not b^en fof 
the lulls of men, we (hould never have heard 
of m,any tormenting difeafcs, which multitude^ 
now lie groaning under. And as to thofe 
which were unavoidable, in confequence of tht* 
cftabliflied laws of nature, they would havb 
been comparatively few, and attended with 
only tolerable degrees of pain. An intempe- 
rate, luxurious, debauched courfe of livings 
through the prevalence of ungoverned appetite^ 
And fenfual inclination, in oppofition to the 
diftates of reafon, and the remonftrances of 
cohfcience, is that which has aggravated, asi 
\vell as multiplied, the evils of the world. \t 
is therefore very unfair to take occafion, from 
the vexations and forrbws of human life, in 
its prefenc degenerate ftate, to refltfft diflioncf 

•a the gogdacS of the Deitj% The onlyjua: 
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>Xray of forming art impartial judgment, in thfi 
cafe, is, to confider thefe evils, not as miilti- 
plied and aggravated^ through men's pervert- 
ing their powers, and ailing counter to the 
rules prefcribed for the government of them ; 
but as it may reafonably be fuppofed^ they 
would have taken place, according to the courle 
of nature, not hindered in its regular opera- 
tion. The miferies that infeft the human fpe- 
cies, in the former view, are the folc fruit of 
their own folly, rot an eJFcft of God's produ- 
cing, for which men themfelves, and not God> 
are ahfwerable : Though I may add here, his 
goodnefs is fuch, that he has done every thing 
fit and proper, that even thefe evils of rtien's 
own bringing upon themfelves may turn out^ 
In the end, to their final good, as we have al- 
I'eadyfeen. In the latter view only of the evils 
of life is difcovered the proper effeift of thofe 
laws of nature, which the Deity has eftablilh- 
lifliedi and which we are, at prefent, called to 
confider, in order to vindicate his fuprem6 
benevolencci 

And here it may be again properj before I 
proceed to the particular evils complained of 
as inconfifl;ences with the Divine goodnefs, to 
obfervc in geveral^ that they are the efFefts of 
eftabli{hed laws, the dcfign and tendency of 
which are greatly beneficial. And though 
they may be, in fome inilances, more efpecial- 
Jy at certain times, the occafion of evil, they 
%x% notwithftanding eventually produSivG 
^ 9f 



. OF. THE DEITY. . fi^j 

*? k vaft overbalance of good. The air wp 
treath in may, in cOnieqoefice of the laws of 
Mature, be fome times fubjefted to thofe hetero- 
Igeneoiis mixttires, 'Cvhich will, uAtillt is purifiedj 
>jiake it of fuch an ill temperatlire, as to oc- 
cafion hurt both to mart and beafli but yet> 
5iife itfelfin all afiimah, \<rithout which therfc 
coCild be ho enjoyment, is abrolutely depen- 
iflant on it, and preferred by means of it,. 
i?ire, conformably to the la\^s of nature, may 
'tinhappily be the occafiori of extenfively ruin- 
'Ous defolation ; while yet, it is one of the molt 
\ifeful creatures of God. Storms and tempefts; 
thunder and lightning, may fometirfics be the 
.traufes of no frfiall hurt, by deftroying the lives^ 
t)r fubftanCe, of nunfibefs of individuals ; but^* 
Ijy clearing the air, and difengaging it front 
thofe noxious exhalations that were blended 
Vith it, it fits it fof refpiration, and in this 
way does good, beyond all comparifon foir 
iurpalling the evil it evef brings into event,. 
'The fame may be faid of earthquakes, inun- 
tlations, famines, and peftilences, they are the 
"tffefts of laws, which are not only, in that ge- 
neral tendency, good, but actually produce^ 
more and greater good, than they ever do eviU 
In iliort, the laWs of nature are all of the h,e- 
neficial kind, and We feel that they are fo, by 
the enjoyment of innumerable good thiao-^ 
which are the cfFefts of their operation ; ^q^ 
the evils they may, at any time, be the occa- 
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their tporal ftaw,. and fcrvc for warning, or 
correftion>. or ruin, as he Ihould judge rrioft ex-- 
pedient* It is from thefe laws of nature,^ that 
tenQj)efts» fanzines, peftUenees> earthquakes,, and 
flie like evils, take theijf rife. And they may 
reafbnably be viewed as the great injlrtments of 
providence. It is by thefe, ajt leafl in part,, 
tthat God keeps this degenerate world within, 
rcftraint. Were it not for the dilplays. he makes,, 
at proper time$, and in proper places, of his. 
being,, perfeftions,. and governing providence^^ 
in thefe ways of terror, mankind might, at lengthy 
forget there was a God, or live aa though tber^ 
yi^s none. 

But it will, perhaps, be faid here, why fhould 
beings be made fo imperfett as to need a con- 
ilitution of things, in confequence cf whicK 
there would unavoidably be thefe evils I Could 
jiot the Deity have make mankind, in particu^ 
jar, more perfedl, and placed them in a world^^ 
in which, conformably to eftablifhed laws, they 
might have enjoyed good without any mixture 
of evil ? And if he could, would he not have 
done it, if infinitely benevolent ? Thefe quef- 
tions, and all other of a fim.ilar kind, are only 
fo many vague, unfupported fuggeitions, im^ 
porting, that a world, fo conftituted as our's is, 
could not, upon the fuppofitjon of infinite bene- 
volence, have been brought into exiilence. But 
this is fo far from being a truth, that, had 
not the Deity created fuch a world as this ir\ 
•which we live/ he would not have' manifefted fg 

much 
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much benevolence, as he mighthave done, and ac-^ 
tually has done.. It has been already iaid,and large- 
ly proved, that there may be the communicati- 
on of more good by the creation of a diverfity 
of beings, varioufly capable of happinefs, fron\ 
t.he greateft conceivable height, quitedown to the 
loweft. It is therefore no objeftion againft in-t 
finite benevolence, that a.!! beings, are not a- 
like perfe6t, but rather a proof of iti becaufe 
the lefs perfe(5l;;, in all their gradations, fo long 
as they are at all capable of enjoyment, inftead 
of diminifhing, increafe the fom total of good. 
Why then (hould they be excluded the creation ? 
Why fh^uld not our world, imperfeft as it is in 
cornparifon with other worlds, have been brought 
ipto exiftence, with all its inhabitants, animal 
^nd rational, h )wever low fome of them may be 
in their capacities for the perception of happi- 
nefs ? They are all, according to their feveral 
r^nks, capable of pleafure, and aftually enjoy itj^ 
jand an over-balance of it, notwithftanding all 
t|>e evils th^y are liable to. If therefore they 
h^dnot been nnade, nor the world in which they 
Jive, becaufe fq conllituted as fpmetimes to be 
t|ie occafion of evil;, thp place they now fuf- 
tain in the crej^tion would have a vaft void, 
i^nd what a niighty chafm in nature would 
this have been the means of ? How much 
l.eflened muft have been that good, which might 
have been communicated ? None of that hap- 
pinefs would have been poflible, which is now 
'^pJQyed^ ha$ been, and may hereafter be en- 
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pyed, by innumerable beings which h^^e exift^ 
Vd, and may in future time exift, on this earth, 
Ancl is it not more for the honor of the bene- 
volent Deity, that this happinefs fhouldhave 
been communicated, than that he Ihould have 
withheld it ? In a diverfified creation, ther^ 
muft be a diverfity in the difplays of goodhefs, 
(hould they proceed even from an infinitely be- 
nevolent being, If the difplays of goodnefs, 
therefore, in the conftitution of our world, and 
the innunierably various creatures in it, are 
le/s than in the conftitntion of other worlds, and 
the creatures in them, it is po other than might 
feafonably be looked for. There is, beyond 
^11 controverfy, more benevolence difcoverecl 
\n making ftich a world as our's, than if the 
place it occupies in the creation had been a 
blank ? And what is more, for aught any man 
living can prove to the contrary^ or pretend 
without arrogance to prove, it may be a fit link 
in that chain of exiftence, which God may have 
intended for as full a manifcftation of his be- 
nevolence, as, in his infinite wifdom, he has? 
judged proper.-— But, inftead of enlarging any 
further here, I ftiall rather proceed 

To a more dircft anfwer to the objeftioii 
againft the infinite benevolence of the Deity, as 
fetched from thofe natural evils, which all the 
percipient beings in our world, and iinankind 
in fpecial, are, from their very make, and the 
laws of nature, fubjefted to. And he/e I fhall 
h^: particular in enum*erating the -principal of 

thcfe 
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t^efe evils, ^ild endeavot tb accouilt ^oi* thfeitli 
in confiftency with goodncfs, (hotild it be fup- 
jpofed to be infinitei but guided^ at the fanid 
time^j by unerring wildom; - " 

The firft evil complained of h paim Thia 
indeed is nearly [connected with moft of the 
other evils> and conftitiites fo gi'eat a part 6f 
them, that it mi^ht be eonlldered in general^ 
and the anfwer to it, if jtifl:^ efteemed a full 
i-eply to them all* But I chufe rather to Ipeak 
to it diftinitly, and particularly, as one ot th6 
evils objected to^ It is fuppofed in the objec-. 
tion, that it is in itfelf an evil, stnd fuch aA 
one as there was no occafion fbi*, and could • 
not have had exiftence from an infinitely bene- 
volent Beingi But this may be a gfeat mis- 
take. Pain^ in a relative view, and as intro- 
duced into fuch a world as our's, mdy lofe its 
nature as an abfolute evilj and be rather wor- 
thy of being called a real good; 

Some have endeavoured to account fof pain^ 

fo as to make it confift with goodnefs, by 

fayingj that it gives a quicker and ftronger 

relilh for pleafure ^ and that pleafure could 

not have been felt, at leaft in rnany cafes, and 

-with {6 high a guft, hadit not bten for pt€- 

4^eeding experience of the thing meant by thd 

ienfation of pain. But it is evident^ beyond 

all re^fonable difpute, that there may be thd 

' perception of pleafure without any previdtis 

' perception of pain i becaufe this is the rerf 

' truth with refpe(^to him^ wht^is God over alU 
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blefled forever more. It will not be pretend- 
fed> that the perfeftly and infihitiely happy Bid- 
ing ever knew what pain was, from any ex^ 
J)enehce he tvet had, oi' coilld have, of It 
within himfelf* And it is poffible, 1 fnight 
i-ather lay highly probable, that thdre/are crea- 
ted beings of a lupcrior ofdet to thfe hobleft 
m our wprldi who never felt jpain ; having 
hever had occafion, or reafon for fu'ch percep- 
tion. \ 

Others, in vindication of thfe Divinfe ben^-* 
volence, have fuppofed, that the Conftitutiori) 
|)articularly, of man, is fo exqiiifitely ]|;iice> 
that a touch ujpofi his hervoUs fyftem will oc- 
cafion pleafiire, or pairi, according to the de- 
gree and manner in which it is dohe ; and 
that the bodily mechaiiilm is fuch, that it 
could riot have been otherwife. But this, pef- 
haps, is going too far beyond the ken of 
human underftanding. We kriow not, nor is 
it poflible we fhould know, the height, 6r 
depth, of that contriving (kill Which is a glory 
peculiar to the Infinite Mind* 

The true arid proper anfwer to the objefted 
difficulty we are confidering is this, that dl 
the perceiving beings in our world. Whether 
rational or irrational, of an higher of lower of- 
der, were fubjedted to the fenfation of pain, not 
for its own fake, but in wifdoiri and kindnef^, 
that it might be an excitement to their Care iii 
providing for the fupport and comfort of life, 
snd that it might alft keep them tipon theif 

guard 



^ard agaihA whatever might be hurtful td. 
khem. We men^ though the firfl: order 6f be- 
ings bii this carthi are, corhparatiVdy fpeakingv 
t)ut low creatures^ perhaps the lowefl: arttong; 
mil the moral cxiftences in the creitroft of God j 
and as we are fuch irApcrfeflt ctekuf6s> and 
live in a world wherein Wd are furrouhded 
>ri^ith dahgefSi and liable td ihnurtieribie difaC* 
Jtersi and attacks upoti Our' health and lifej pairl^ 
appears td be ^ wife arid beheVolerii: pr6\rifioa 
tof the Gbd ;6f nature for 6\ir holditi^ exift- 
fence with ihy tolerable degree of fafety; Thii 
iias been already illuftratedj Part 11. to whicl^ 
1 fhall only add, the fphere of bur uhderftihd- 
in^ is fo liitiitedi ahd fuch thfe danger of our 
feeing expofed, in thoufaiids of cafesi toth^lofk 
bf health, limbsi and life itfelf, that Cur gfcateft 
ieciirity i^ this fenfatioii of pain; It fiipplie^ 
the deficiencies ill olir niike; and dflifts bur fee- 
ble powers, by beihg a conftahr, alarniing mo-^ 
hitor, calling lipon us \A time to provide for 
feur well-being, and td ^li^rd oiirfclvds ag:^inlfc 
wounds, bruiles, difteririperg, ^nid whatever might, 
be. difad^intigeou^i dr dcltruftite to us, 

it may be Taid here, what, need df fd ti^ou- 
blefonfie , a fenfktiori aS this of pain to guard lii 
agaiiift dangers, and difdrdel-s r Might not this 
have , been don^ in a mpfe edfy way, and yet 
&s fefFc6tual ari oilc ? Arid if it^ might, how cdrhes 
it to piifs th^t It ^as not ? Wdiild not an irifi- 
hitely benevolent Being Havtt bdw thu« kinil 
b hit cri^atiif «i ) . 
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The anfwcr is obvious. The making fucJi 
an order of inivtrfcft ttinps as we are, has been 
alrcai^iy ;tcrou:'«Kci Tor, and ftewn to be confi- 
ficnc Willi ir.vnltcly wife benevolence. Thi« 
bcinjy to, a iruie kind expedient could not 
have been contrived, for fuch creatures as we are, 
fo far ;:3 we are able to jucir;e, than the ftnfa- 
tion of pain, for our fecurity from danger, and 
hiirr, end to promote our real welfare. Moft 
certainly, no one is able to point out a better, 
cr t'v make it evident there could have been a 
bc:ti-r. Was it not for this exj)cdient, mankind, 
notwitli (landing the utmoft efforts of their rea- 
fon, wifdom, and forefight, would, in innume- 
TsiAis inftances, run into danger, and cxpofc 
tivmfdves to thouftnds of difficulties, and in- 
co->ven!?/.'*cr.» they are, by this contrivance of 
the Div'.:?e Ikill and gccdncfs, in a great mea- 
fure f; jcd from. Ic is ir.dccd fo ufc fuj, I mig'ht 
I^Of^ • .illv fiy {o n<-rri:'i»rv an ia-^^^redicnt in the 
hv'-^ . r. (\>t.!ii-urior^ rf -c i: would be fcarcc 
Y- / ': ' :. r.-'t fiicuid. b- ] r; •< rvtc* without it. To 
bv^ i\:!'*, it cculd not with that comfort and 
fcf It n ay now be. 

r .' ':; \\ V liich, ic cnrfit to be con/rdered, 
t' r Av .V. •^- .rf I.. '^r::\ r. :! rot meerly animal, 
!'• ... i ; r. .: i- !; " .: b.: v. :Le view of cur be- 
r< V . : ' . . or. ' t.. . : cf this finf-.tlcnof 

V / / .. V'.L cf, to re pL^in us 
jn:» .;.;.••. •..., .^wciHcfs, iind de- 
l. ".'•-; ; ' i \\.''\\. \ v:-: .:> which vvould be 
Aumui \^ vur fgult ^$ wcU ^ bodies^ debaling 

our 
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#ur nature, and bringing us down to a level 
with the very brutes; than which nothing would 
be more dilhonorar/ to the God who made us, 
or greater reproach to ourfelves as moral and 
intelligent agents. By this expedient alio, fo 
ufeful in fo many other refpecls, occafion is of- 
fered, efpecially in certain cafes, and at certain 
times, for the formation and improvement of 
the virtues, patience, meeknels, contentmenV> 
and refignation to the all-wife, righteous, and 
holy Governor of dip world, which may be 
greatly ferviceable to us here, and abundantly- 
more fo in fome future ftate of exiftcnce.— — - 
To go on to other evils complained of. 

Such are hunger and third, toil and labor, 
to all which we are fubjefted. But thefe, if 
confidered as they ought to be> are fo far from 
being dcfiigned evils, that they were purpofely 
contrived for good, tend to goc^l, nor could 
fuch imperfcft creatures as we arc have polTcirccl 
txiflence fo well without, as with them.. 

The way in which the wifJom of God haj^ 
thought fit to manifcft his goodne s in prelerv- 
ing the livcjs he lias bellowed on us^ is by the;- 
life of fooJ. Our bodies are {o conilicuted ag. 
that, even, their f jlids are daily upon the wafle^ 
and their fluids in a perpetual flux -y infomuch 
that new accefTions of matter are nec^ffary ta 
fupply what falls oft^ and weaj:s away^ Death, 
tnuii ocherwife foon, and unavoidably, be the 
cffeft. Now this fupply is made by eating and 
4r;nking j and. to this we aro, urged, pardy by 
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the fatisfa^ion wc natupaHy. tak^ ki what iDf 
eat and drink, but principally by. diat hungcf 
and third, which, ^pugh,] fometinics. heighten* 
cd tQ, a dcgi:ce that niay be greatly tFOubl^foinc,k^ 
ajre yet npceflary, and bring fa? 'more plea&ref^ • 
than pain along with them'. \Vaa it rjpt- for- 
the implantation- pf this <;xpedici>t in our nature,^* 
wc. fhould be ia danger; of dying- Iji^forc otir- 
time, throygh. negligence in proyiding, or tbrow-. 
ing in, the recruits^ that are cpptinually. necefr. 
fary for;- the fupport- of ouij. l^o^Uy fyftem. 
Hunger and thirfb are vhat nature- has made< 
tad intended to give us warning of this danger, 
and to,pufli us on tp^a doe- care," to prevent, iit 
time,^ thofq incpnyeniences, that would befall; 
^ur bodies, if not Supplied with fpo^. ^n4 4^^^ 
to <ti;engthen andiipholdthcm. 

But it will be faid, what need of labor in or- 
der to.procure the things needful for the bodyJ^ 
Could not the earth, without the toil of man, 
hay^ yielded a fofficiency for his bodily IjLipr. 
port ? And would not this have be^n the con-_ 
Aitution, of nature, if an infinitely benevolent^ 
Caufe had* been at its. head> as its Supreme Di-. 
renter ? I anfwer, Had the conftitution, of na- 
turc been thus altered^ there muft have, been afi, 
analogous alteration in the make pf man 5 other ••. 
wife greater inconveniences would have takca 
place, than thofe that are now complained of, 
that is, die Deity would not have manifeftedibi, 
much benevolence, as he has now done. Had, 
the earth been fo made as that it fhould fpon«» 
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^aneoudy have yielded its |>roducc> and maa'i^ 
labour by thisoieans, have bjeen renderedneedjefsj^ 
what would have been the confequencebut indoin 
lent inaftivity ? And what the confeqiienceof thatj^ 
biitthe loft of health, the want of vigor andfpirit>^ 
and agejjeraltedioufnefs accoaripanying.lif<j ?- And 
what is more, the bringing oa death muck foo^ 
ner, and with more diftreffing anxiety and pain> 
than woyld othecwife. have been the cafe. Inac* 
tion, and na exercife, naturally and powerfully 
tend ta relax the folid parts of the- body, to^ wea^* 
ken the. circulation ofthc fluids, andfo. to diC- 
order, the focretions intended' for the fmaller- 
veffels, as that, inftead of affording, them a.proi» 
per fupply, they, would fill them with obftrufti^ 
pns, which, if- not removed-, would effeft a diC- 
fblutipn of the bodily machine, either [fuddenly^ 
or in a more flow and lingering way* With 
jjefpedk, therefore, to beings conftituted as w# 
are, labor is. highly expedient j and: it is, a 
proof of IpenevoTence, rather than an objeftioii* 
againjft it, thjat we are fubjefted to it* Mr*. 
Addiibn. has fet this in a beautiful, as well at 
clear and ftrong. point of light. His words, 
which none will think unworthy of tranfcribing> 
are thefe.— *r i confider the body as a fyfl:en;i. 
of tubes and glands, or to ufe a more ruftick 
phrafe, a bundle of pipes, and: drainers, fitted 
to one another, after fo wonderful a manner, a#, 
^s to make a proper engine to work with* 
This defcription does not only comprehend tht 
J^owelsj bonesj tendons^ vcins^ nerve3^ sni.d ^m 

teriei 
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f cries, but cvc»7 mcfclc, and every ligator^^ 
which is a compofition of fibres diat are 1q 
inany imperceptible tubes or pipes, interwoven 
on all fides with invifibic glandsor (trainers. Thi| 
general jdea of a human body, without confi-? 
dering it in rhe niceties of anatomy, lets us 
fee how abfolutely neccflary labor is for the 
light prefervation of it. There muft be frc^ 
quent motions and agitations fb mix, digeft^ 
wd feparate the jucies contained in it,, as well 
Bs to clear and cleanfe that infinitude of pip^ 
luid (trainers of which it is compofed, and to 
give their folid parts a more firm and lafKng 
tone^ Labor, or exccrcife fcmients the humors^ 
calls them into their proper channels, throwt 
f>fF redundances, and helps nature in thofe fe- 
rret diftributions, without which the body can- 
not fubfift in its vigor, nor the foul aft widi 
chearfulnefs, I mi^ht here mention the efFeft 
which this ha.i upon all the faculties of themind, 
by keeping the undcrilanding clear, the ima- 
gination unrroubled, and refining thofe fpiriti. 
that vire ncc^ffarv for the proper exertion of our 
jntciicftuai facilities, during the prefent laws tf 
union between fuwl and body* It is to a nc- 
gV-6t in this particular that wf muft afcribe tht 
iplecn, which is fo frequent in meo of ftudioui 
and feclentary tc.ripcrs, as well as" the vapors to 
Vrliich thofe of the other fex are fo often fubjeft. 
Had not excrcife been abfolutely net efikry for 
Our well-being, nature would not have made 
the body fo proper for itj by giving flich a$ 

. aflivity 
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tftivity to the limbs, and fuch a pliancy to 
every part as nccelldrily produces thofe com^ 
preflions, exteniioas, contortions, dilatations^ 
Mndall other kinds of motions that areneceflary 
for the prcfervatiun of fuch a fy^ftem of tubes 
and glands as has been bef(ue nr entioned. And 
that we might not want inducetrjcnts to engage 
us in fach an exercife of the body as is proper 
for its welfare ; it is fo ordered that nochingf 
yaluable can be procured Without it. Not to 
mention riches and honor, even food and rai- 
ment are not to be come at without the toil of 
the hands, and fweat of the brows. Provld'r^nce fur** 
nifhesmaterialsjbut expeftsthat we fhould work 
them up ourfclves. The earth muft be labored 
before it gives its increafe, and when it is for* 
ced into its feveral produfts, how many handi 
jnuttthey pafs through before they are fit fof ■ 
ufc ? Mannfaftures, trade, and agricultureji 
naturally employ more than nineteen parts 0% 
the fpccies in twentv i and as for thofe who 
arc not obliged to labor, by the condition in 
which they are born, they are more miferablo 
than the reft: of mankind, unlcfs they indulge 
themfelves in that voluntary labor, which goci 
by the name of exercife. "*— -I fhall addhere^ 
if it was fit fuch an order of creatures as we 
men fhould have had a place in a fcalc of being* 
indefinitely diverfe from each other, which no 
one, without High arrogance, will pretend to 
lay, no reafonable complaint can be made on 

account of iksLt labor wc lire called tov i$ 



ffft rut BEN£r6L£:iieifr 

• 

iprts inde6d» for a fpacies bf beings copftitutift 
Ms we dtc, nearly and neceflarily conne&ed with 
the welfare both of our foxils and bodies; it 
mc may pay any regard t6 the facred books .dt 
Kvelationj Adam> even in paradife %as obli^ 
ced to labor i for he was put into the ^ ^* gar^ 
«len of Eden to drefs itJ\ Thecxercife hi 
Iv^as called to tnight be different^ in kind and 
de^e, from that which falls to our fhare^ at 
4t is our lot to live on the earth lince it was 
4oomed td <^ bring forth thorns and thiftlesi'^ 
that it might be an occafion of that toil and 
^ fweat otfacei'* without which we tannbt earri 
the bread we eati And^ as the moral ^ate of 
the world has been^ from the time of thi 
lapie of thefirftof our race^ it may be beft it 
Should be thus, more conducive to the honor 
|>f God| and our own good> than o^erwiie li 
^uld have been. 

It may properly be fubjoined ftill further,* 
liad it not been for the contrivance of lahori 
this earth would have been a rude ^ildernefsi 
i^ot fhould we have feen thofe curious produc- 
tio»s of'arti which are fo beautiful, and^ at thfc' 
^Tanae time beneficial, and delightfome. How 
^uld we, without labor, have hadhoufes accom^. 
modated to the convenience and comfoirt of 
life, and other ftru6tures both ornamental and 
ferviceable ? The world indeed is filled with i 
Tariety of works, innumerable in their kindsy 
adapted to gratify the fenfes, and anfwer ma- 

SH ^ti^iys B^S^^h which could not havt' 
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fefech brought ittto effifft without labor of body 
br mind, or both. And in vain^ comparative- 
ly fpeakingi ^ere we fornred with haAds> and 
tyes, and variotis.nAechtoical turns> had not the 
"Creator intended we Ihould labor* : Nor would 
Jte have intended this-, if a variety of wife and 
benevolent ends might not have beeA anfwercd 
hereby ; fome of which we have pointcfd out> 
and might eafily have mentioned niany mofej. 
• There aire yet other evils complained of 5 
kmong which are bodily difofders in inniime- 
Table kinds, efpecially thofe in confequence of* 
Nvhich fome are idiots, and others difl:raftefd> 
and by this nleans not Only objefts of pity\ biic 
the occafioji of rto fiiiall trouble to their rela* 
fcions, and fonietimes to the communities in 
which they live as .individuals. 
, The exiftence of thefe evihi ih bur 'worlds 
in its prcfent ftate-, is not denied. But it may 
be juftly queftioned, whether they would havts 
been either fo multiplied, br heightened in their 
malignity, had it not been for the prevdence 
of foUy and vice^ Which is chargeable on us 
as its author^ and not on. God. Such indeed 
is oiir cortftitutiort^ and fuch the eftablilhed 
laws of natiirej thit, afide from the wrong con-* 
duift of niailkind, , there might have been fome 
of thefe evils ; bur^ without all doubt, they 
would have been far lefs in number, and far 
lighter in degree, in companfon with what they 
how are. But be this as it may j as they are 
lh« eSedts of eftabliihed natural laws, intended 

Li for 
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for go<kjlf And produAivt of it in innuin^ 
infttncca, they ought not to be complained of; 
e^peciallft if it be itmembered^ that pre-efta<> 
bliflied gtnenil lawi> for fueh a World as oor*s» 
Mre preferable: to immediate^ unrelated ekeitionii 
p{ ^ Di'nne agfncy i and inconveniences m^f 
hkvt been lefli^cd^ rather than increafed there^ 
bfk Wfcre thcct* na genend laws^ but everj 
thing Was effeded by immediate^ uhttLsteid ads. 
of Divine powers die bad cohfequences an6ng 
herefrom Would bn at once obviouk. *^ ^herfe 
would be no aru' and fciences^ no fldll or io^^ 
doftry I no regular methods of providmg fof 
our bodies^ or ^ improving our minds in the 
knowledge olf things i all Which evidendy pre«> 
fuppofe, and are. entirely fbuiided on fome fet>- 
tled^ certain laws of die uniVeffe difcoverabte 
by us.'' The r^der^ if he pleaies> may turn 
to Part lU where he will find this point large^^ 
ly confidered. ' 

it may be further faid Kete» as mankind ard 
brought into exiftehce, not by immediate 
exertion! of Divine power^ but in confequencd 
of the genef al laW of propagation^ they are, ift 
virtue of this law> fubjtfted to evils^ which 
would not have been prevented, but by an extra- 
ordinary interpolltion of heaven. Which, if com^ 
mon, might be followed With more inconvei 
hiences, for aught we can fay to the contrary> 
than it Would guard againft. By a variety o^ 
Ways, and means, this law of nature may be fo 

obftru^cdia its operatiooi or fuch a. turn given 
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to it, as that children n^ay camp into the worl4 
yfith a bodily niachinc, unfitted for the foul 
to work by ; in confequenice of which fbme 
might he idiots, ^nd fbme naturally turn wild, 
Thefe cafcs^ indeed, are conmparativcly rare^ 
|t is niore common for children to derive frond 
prcdeccflbr^ and as the efFeft of their vices too, 
p;)dily conftitutions fuhjeding them to infirmi-? 
ties, and difeafes, various in kindi. and fdmc- 
times greatly afi^idtive in degree. And, per^ 
haps^ moft of the diforders. mankind groan un- 
der, efpecially as to th? malignant degree of 
themj are owing to this caufe. But thefe in-^ 
conveniences notwithftandingj^ it is better^ 
beyond all c<in>parifon better, this law fhouH 
have been eftahlifhed, than otherwife. For iti 
is by fuccefllon, and not a continued exiftence 
of the fame individuals,^ that the human l^ecies 
is preferved in being, J\nd as this, is not done' ^ 
by a conftantly created fupply of individuals^^ 
how could it have been better eflffefted, than bfr 
this law of propagation ? Efpecially, if it bct 
confidered, that it has nr^de way for the mani- 
feftation of riches of wifdom, as well as good-i. 
i^efs, in the ft)rmati©n of difftrent ftxes, in the 
adjuftft^ent of a different bodily organi;zation,an(t 
the contrivance of natural propenfions, allwhich^ 
^re adinirahly fi,tted to bring- into event the 
intention of this law^ And it is ft clofely con^ 
oefted with other hws, good* in themfelves, 
a^d produ£tive of good ; fcich as the law of 
t^YCa particularly,^ b^ctwccn thg fexes, which 

gives 
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. gives occafioo fbt irany sc^ipsoc^E fcndce^ 
gready bcmcfici^lj of wj^icb vc could otherwUf. 
iiavclui4 ooi^cat; wdt^^ lav o^ gQo Vth fronai 
infancy and childlioodi to a ^c of maturiqr^ 
witk rc^c^to both mind and body^vhichipakc^ 
way foi; thoufands of l^wd o^<^^ in parents to* 
y^ardst children^ as aUb (oc the tij^l and im^. 
pioycQient of Qiany ipipoitant yirtucs : Sucl), \ 
iiyx is the ccQne&on betweeo the h(v. of pron. 
p9gat;^0Qj, and othes Uws of n«^uirc» tjiat; tha 
frcfeot fy&etn inuft» in ipaqy ncfpe^ havcf> 
been altered, if this, had not beeo eftablilhed f, 
th^t isi in othrr wordsx this vorld ipuil havo^' 
been another wprld^ and oot the w>iAd it no^ 
is : While yet» fuch a world. a% this is Qiuft havQ. 
Ib^een brought into exiftence» oi; the Pivine be?, 
nevolen^e would not have beg^ to aqiply ipa- 
i^ifefted) as, by tl^is meao^ ijt ipight be^ and^ 
Really b^ becn>.. 

There are two othec evik ftill particjukrl]i^ 
coi^plained of ; the fhortnefb, of lif<?i, ^d the^ 
Vnavoida^le neceflityof de^th*. 

As. to the firft, the brevity of life ;. it migh^ 
be enough to fay^ ^^ genei;al> it was orderedb 
by unerring wifdoiPx ai^4 at the faijie timCj^ 
?irgues benevolence h as life, jfcort as; it is, ii 
much preferable to noo-exiftencc.'cr-But we flialt 
be more particular in conCWering this cornplaint.. 

Iff is readily allowed^ the gener^llioiitation of: 
life, with refpeft ei^^hci^ to tlje humap fpeci^S;^ 
cy any of the claffes of inferior creatures, can^. 
W^; b$ accpjunt^ fpr UDOA philoipphical prjinji 
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flplcs > hue muft finally be pefolved by repairs 
\ng to the all- wife pleafare of Him,, ^ho i% 
^nfijiite m uiuleFftanding,^ ^^ well as goodfiefs*^ 
^11 the fpecies, of percipient beings, in oupworldj^ 
^re fobjefted to the la;me general laws of na-. 
t ure ; and yet, the tima of the^ djiiFation of theirs 
exiftence is, notwithftanding, greatly various. 
Some of the brutal kind are confined within 
the period of twenty or thirty years ;. others^ 
feldom reach beyond fifteen or twenty j. o(her^ 
ftill are quite old at about ten or twelve. The 
like difference, there is between the continuance 
of being in the aninfials of more inferior clafles. 
A fingle year completes the tinie of exiftence 
as to feme of them j a few months as toothers 5. 
and life may be much £horter> with refpcft- to^ 
many of t-hofe fpecies which are vrlrble to. us,^^ 
only by the help of ghfles. This variety ia 
the duration of life is, no doubtji efFedbed by 
the operation of general laws, but then it mufb 
be by . the operation of thofe laws, conformably 
to a peculiar d^erence of conftituiion in thefc dif- 
ferent fpecies of creatures 5 and this, asalotted 
to them by God, and not to be accounted for^ 
but by recurring to his all-wife good pleafurew 
This is eminsently trqc, with refpeft to man^ 
Notwithftanding the general laws of nature,; 
and their tendency to bring on a diffolution 
of our bodily ftrufture, no good philofophical 
rcafon can be given, why this diflfolution fliould 
he efFefted within fucjl? a general, Httiited time^ 
j[f we may give credit Jto the Mof^ic hiftory^ 
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llie Ami-II!dhiVfn {ntrwcKai livedo fonoe qf 
d^ a( )eai^^ till thejr i^eje fix, kytn^ eighty 
mm huQdmdi yean, old ; apd it ^3 particularfy 
fuiarkcd of Mctbjiifelali» t|tat ^^ hi^ dtys were 
iitiie\huiKl|t4 u»A fixty mne yean >/^ Whereasj| 
^fifeof cnan^ fiom th? titmc of the floods hai^ 
hccn . coxifipfid within mueh narroif^ limits^ 
/Lbpu^ ^^. jTeveoty years^'^ accoidiiig to th^ com^ 
pvtAtioa of king David, was the general pcrio^ 
rf. life w iu^ 4ay? 3 an4 ib it I»% fee?© eve* 
wee, . 

;./SoiDe haye attempted to affi^ tl^e phHofin 
tiiicat Teafox\ of this dijEEereiicc m. the jperiod of 
Bomaq lifco ^<^% in order beretOat they haye 
fecurred to the nateral^ ^^nefi suid v^gor of^ 
the fiomap Gonftitutiof^ which, at firft; waf^^ 
propagated without thofe co^tiraAedi weakndQTe^ 
9nd decays^ which have been gradu^y increa^. 
fing ever* fince^, and defcending from parents. 
10 child];ei\^ ^d% togethcj;^ with the original 
length of the human ^bu£ture> they hav^ ta^ 
ken into confideration the peculiar aptitude 
6f the ^rodufbion^ of nature to af¥brd nutri-. 
ipent; which^ they fuppofc, were in their great-? 
^ft perfedHon at firft, hut have been conti- 
nually upon the decline. And^^ adding to thefe 
jeafons, the iinJ affoodi the firft gcneratipns of 
men lived upon, which, they imagine, wats not 
Jfe/hi but A&^ /r/^/ af the earth, ; they think it not 
ftrangc, that their liv^s Ihould be protrafled to 
9 period fo much longer^ than the commoQ 

Iwm of lift w pr^ftnt, 
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But however plaufiblc this ietfccDVjftt fnicy apa. 
ptzr to any^ it is far from being fat&fa£tory % 
and infuperable objieftionB might tafily be madi 
to it, if it Would not occafion top great, and> 
what fom6 may think, a netdlefs degreffionv 
The truth is> after all that has been faid hf 
iearried mfen to folve this difficulty^ it ftill re* 
mains a myftery in reafon and philofophy^ Nor 
tan any thing b^ offeircd, with reference to its 
iblution> that may more reafonably be acquiefc^* 
td in than thk),So it pteafed the fov^reign good 
iGrod i Who> as he is tne Creator of man, and of 
eXl the orders of inferior beings in our worldi, 
may affign to him, and to them^ What time of 
ifcxiftenCe he (li^l judge fit. And the j^riods 
of li^e, hoWever various in the various orders* 
tof (Creatures, were doubtlefs ordered in good^ 
hefs, as well as wifdoin. Thtre i« cvidentif 
tan analogy between this diverfity, and the di=- 
verfity that takes place in the fcveral ciaflfes op 
beings ; and it might be as fit there Ihould ht 
both thtfe diver(ities> as either of them^ in or* 
'der to a wife and benevolent conflitution d 
the links ill the chain of exiftence. ^^or roa^ 
iny onej unlefs endowed With a larger Iharift 
of underftanding thiah belongs to the order ot. 
men, prefumt, without vanity^ toalTertj much 
lels to prove, that it was not better tJiih]^ 
fliould have been thus> than otherwife. 

There are^ moft certainly, good reafons> 
With relpeft to us men, why our years ihould^* 
HOC be kngtheaed beyoad the geoer^ period^ 
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of fcvcnty or eighty. Our prefent life, as S^4 
krc intelligent moral beings, ought, in agree- 
Inent with philofophy as well as divinity, to be 
looked upon, not as intended for the enjoy- 
ment of thegrcateft happinefs^ we are made 
capable of> but rather as a probation-fealon that 
l¥ill finally iflue in it^ in confequence of an ac^ 
quired meethefs for it* This is the light, in 
^hich it is reafonable w^ fhould view our life 
here on earth ; and if the period^ afligned fo^ 
its continuance^ ii^ a duratioh lufficient]y long 
for the attainment of that perfeftion. and hap- 
|>inefs^ which is the grand defignofGodi itisj 
in true reafon long enough : Not* Would it be 
defirable it fhould be prbtraiflcd to a greater 
Icngthi In fhortj our exiftence^ and eontinii- 
*nce in itj in this worldj were defigned by 
our all- wife benevolent Creator for a quite dif- 
ferent purpofe from what we are too cominonly 
dpt to imagine* H« intended both^ not fo 
much for the enjoyment of out* highefl happi- 
hefs here^ as to prepare ns for it in a better 
ilate. Thife is the true and proper idea of life; 
And the limitation of its continuance is ad- 
mirably well adjufted to this notion of it^ 
Thofe who are formed to a preparednefs^ by 
ft wife: and right improvement of their time/ 
^d talents, for an admifiion to the joys of 
God's prcfeneei will not complain of the fhort- 
liefs ot life. And as to others, who chiefly 
tmploy themfelves to the purpofes of this, arid 
j)Q( th« coaling world i who make-tio provi-i 



f ■. I I . .4 » ■ . . : . > ». . . 

ftbh , for another ftate, but walk ia tKd way. of 
|heif hfe^tsv arid in th6 liglit df Iheif eycSt 
fulfilling ithe; defires of" the deih and 'mind; 
the pefioia of liffc h fiill l6ng triough JTof* dieir 
irontinuahce hefe 1 Isl'or Vbijld it aAlwefknjf 
Valuibld ena„if it^ere df i.ttill''gWater: Itrtgth^ 
in all probability, they wcjuld jgrbw ntore \?o\d 
arid darirt^.iri iftiqiiit/, rijofe h^rdertfed In Vfcie, 
knd mott iipc tor Inhahced xlegl'ces , of the 
Divine rtngearice. . Befidts, th'e.pfcfent terni 
6f life ij, brie ^oiald thiAki i ' ffjatfe full ;lgiig 
ftnotigh for fiichpci'fons to ht c6ritioued' hmk^ 
fees to thfe. vferld. And it h ftkllf a; kij»dhc{5 
to mankind iri ^rfcril, that they dr6. liiiiitefii^ 
fey the lav^ bf th&it hatOre, td thittftore 6J 
Tburfcone \^tfaVs. '•' ^ "^ 

' The other ci^il, 1 m6hd6ndd as (idmplaincd 
ofi and the laft I (hall mtrition, is the unayotd- 
able hcdei&ty e( death. And this |s .trommoii 
to all thi percipient beirigs in our wofld/ frqnfi 
the higheft tb the loWcft'clafs of them. ' Aiift 
Ihei? fubjeAiOn to d^ath^r in donfecjtreh'jjfe 
bf thb Operation of thfe^ liwi bf naturfc,^^ n'i 
wifer arid better contfivarice fot the prodU(9fi6n 
bf ^6od^ arid a ftrdriger prodf of the berityr 
lerice df the, Deity^ than ani t^ablilhmeni * 
reveffe of this;^ 

As to the - creatures inferior* id tai^in, in 4l 
thdi" degrees of fubordinatioti, it is' obvibu^ 
uj^bri the flighteft attention, thkt more beflev^ 
Icnce mSy be nclariifefted by thti'r fucceeding 
QM ariothw i« liftj than by, i^tir continuance 
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in being without death. In the former <^ 
theic ways of coiQmunicating life^^ theire iray 
be inconceivably more of it» an^ confeauentr 
\j more enjoyment of ^ood» fo fv as life ia 
at all a balls for fuch enjoyment^ than in the 
latter. There can be no reafonable room fof 
doubt as to this« . Should as many fpecies of 
|>ercipient beincsj and as many. indiyiduaU in 
^ch of thefe , i]>ecies^ be brought , into exift* 
ence^ as this world of bur^s could containj^ 
yrithoiit unavoidable inconvenience ^ if there 
was no death to niake way for a fucceflion la 
life, there would be but a very fmall pittance 
j)f 1^ in companion with what there might 
l>e) conformably to the method In which hea^ 
iren has contrived to communicsite it. Upon 
the fuppofition of jio death, in .the cafe pro- 
ofed, there coutd be no multipjiqation of life, 
^t would always continue prccifely the fame 
(with rcfpcft to the numbers that enjoyed it : 
.Whereas, upon the prcfent plan, there may be 
jthe continuance of every fpecies, with a like 
jsvniber of individuals, in thoufands offuccef- 
iCons. And (hould a calculation be made of 
life multiplied in this way, it would amount 
"fdafum inconceivably gre;;tLT, than it could 
Ctherwiie have been. Millions of animals, in 
every dafs, sre capable, in this way, of being 
brbuglu* inro life, and maae percipients of en* 
Joyircru, v hich n:a-ft have remained in non-en-* 
tiry, had it not been for this contrivance (pf 

4^^ anid iia being naade an efiablifkment W 
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Mture* In fliortj by means of the prefent 
icheme of God» there has beeiij and may yet 
be> as mnqh more life^ and enjoyment^ among 
flie inferior ranks of animals, than r there would 
have been, without tljie introduftion of deaths 
as there already have been, an4 may ftill be^ 
iucceflions in their life ; for, in every fucceffiooj 
there may be as mueh life, and enjoyment^ «• 
in the firft cl^s that had exigence. 

It ought to be confidered yet further here^ 
tjt^at; had it not been for death, die lawofpm** 
pagation ftill continuing in force, there would 
not have been, long before the prefent day^ 
room in our world for a millionth partof tSe 
linimals that might be brought into exigence i 
yea, the increafe of a very few of the dafTrs of 
thffe animals would have ic> filled the canJi\| 
that the reft mult have been (hut oiK* 

ApA what has been thus i^id of the rnferiojr . 
aplmalais ecjually true,fhould it be applied to us 
men, WaSi it not for death, there mnft have 
been, beyond Conception, leis life, and ccn« 
fequeiidy er^oyment,, than these has been, and 
ftiu rriay bi^ upon the pwfem: plan of nature^! 
if we take iht6 eonfideration only thfrfk oTour- 
lape;^ whp^ in fuccefRve generations,^ Save had . 
ncifteopj^fc there would not have been room on 
tlxis earth for a thouiandth part of then), at one 
and thef^jhie tkne i much le(s \ko^ thef« have 
been a jpofTibility of this,, if all that have died,^ 
before their arri^vial to a cap^ity of ihcreafing^ 

idieir l^nd^ iliould be takea iaco th& number 

^" ' «nd 
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aod they had all ^|ic oa muhfplyijig td th£% 
day, confonT^ably tQ the la>y ot propagation^ 
Pcrbaps,^ an hujtiqred worids, as large ^y this^ 
would (not have benj fufficiently extenfive fo!i 
theii: e?iftence, and cornfortiblQ Tiippprtf . in tho. 
way they arc now provided for., Inftead there-, 
fore of bbjeding againft the b.cri<yolence oC 
the Deity Toi; the iotroduftiop of death into thC; 
worldj w^ baVe rQafoij ratfeer to. adipir* tpdl 
adore that wifdom of. his, whic^. hasL contri^^ 
vcd ^ cftabliflied this' effeftuaJi way for. the. 
ftU^if illuftratiorj of that infinite goodnefsj, 
which is fp amiabk an ^ttribyt^ of hif» mature.. 
Some, that they might feeep ^t. the. Mtrno{]^ 
^ftaACe kom r^fle^ting^diflionot;. on the Pivin?;. 
ben^vol^nccv on account of th?, l^w q£ dtatl},^ 
have fuppofcd it^ was in. iif^lf a ipafter of ne-. 
cgfficy^ and coulcj QOt have Ije^ij pcljerwife; as, 
the boiiies of ^U ^nimals^ fcom the,.loweft tq. 
the higheft clafs. pf th^ir., being cornpounded, 
of h|?t^rosenep)L]s ports, are naturajly cprriipti-, 
bic, and muft unavoidaLbly,ii} tiipe,uncjc/gp thati 
diffolutioo, which is th? tl>ing ipeant, by death,. 
Whether it be tr.ue,^or not, that animal bqd.ies: 
n^uft hav^ b^^n fubjeaed tP. $ycii corrupt ibi-^ 
lity, as that a diffolutipij could not have been, 
guarded againft,, ?nd prcyei)t^d, I Ihall not^ 
diiputQ ^t p^efent;. But thps much, is uijquef- 
tionably true, tl>at th^ time of exift^Qce^ with^ 
out the corning on of a diflColi^npi), is. different; 
in different claffe^ of the infenoi;. animals -^ 
which cannot 1?? accounted for, by the ope-. 
*^ ^aUM 
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ration of any qf the laws of nature, without 
rcqurriqg tQ tha,t wirdonrx of Qod, which fq 
(arniecl' the boclUy Qonftitutioi^ of ^1 animals, 
aiid fo diflferenced it with refpcft to. the differ 
rtnt claffe^ of them^ tha^t the laws of nature 
Ihould he un^Ue, unlefs bty accident^^l intcrfc- 
rance, to efFeft a diflblution in any of them^^ 
but in confocniity to xhzt /pedal difference, as ta 
the general time, that h^d been pFcy\oi^y alot^ 
tjcd for their continuance in beings 

And with refpefk to the race of men, in pam 
ticular, fo fay as we may recciYe for truth wh^t 
Mofes^ h^s related, the li/^ of their bodily diP* 
folutioni the fame general laws of nature ftill 
fubfiftinj;, and in op.^ratiQ,i;\, has. beei) greatly 
varied. ' Mea live now, generally fpeak;- 
ing, but feyenty, ox eighty y^ars j YThej^caSi^ 
in' the Anci-Diluvian ages, they liyecl fomp 
hunclrcds^ pf y^r? } an4 they m.tght,^ had God 
iV pleaied, have gone on living as many thou^ 
fands ; Yea;i their IJ^ecial conllitution naight 
Jiave been fuch, for aught any one can prove 
to the contrary, as that they fliould not have 
ieei^ co^uDtion,^ Jjut, in the plan of Ood, 

^ According td the newrteftament whtingS| there will be 
no 4cathy aiAongthe true fcrvants of Jefus Chrift, in the 
refurrcdlon-world, They will have hodies there, aa they 
^iav2 here. Theirhpdiesmay be there mc^re refined, an^ 
with greater Ikill orgauizedj^.fo as to be fitter machines for 
the f jul to a<ft by ; hut they will be bodies ftill, ^nd yet 
•uotfubjed to mortality. Hence that emphatically ftroi^ 
^C9Uratio9 pf the apoftk Paul, ** Thu corruptible muft pu^ 
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;t has been ordered otherwifc. He has focon* 
ftii ited our bodily ftruifturc, that it ftall, with-' 
in l\:ch a general period, naturally f5dl to pieces. 
And this general period he ba3 (btcd, not from 
any neceflTity there was for it by reafon of tho 
ccrniptibility of the niaterial^ of which it i« 
foraged i bvt by fo qoptriving rti« coniuiuanccj 

of 

. 4>n inoorrupliony and this mortal invft pot on hn|DOitaIity^ 
f - , when this corruptible fhall have put on iAcomiption,and 
%h'u mortal has put on ixnmortalityy then 0)all be brought t^' 
pals xht: faying that 18 written^ *^ deaih is fwalIowe4 vp. ii^ 
^iaory." It is fro9i htnce evident* that material bodiet 
may, by the Ikfil of the alt^wife and all-powerfiil Ai^chl« 
|e^, bL' ib fx>rmed» as thatj» under bif over-ruhng guidinco 
. ^nd prott^loiii they may cpntlnue In exiftence withou| 
death fr^cver. Accordipg to the fame writii^gs alfo it ii^ 
cvid-'iitji that mankind would not havie bees uibje^ted ta 
d«ath» had itnotbten for thcla^^fe of the firft man, Ada»^. 
Bu| it' is evident likewife^ that it could not ba?e been thc^ 
intention of God,^ that Adam, together with all that might 
proceed ^om him^ ihould have lived on this earth at one and 
the iame'time i apd for this vevj go(^ reafon, l^caufe it. 
vrzs plainly impoQible that they uiould. This world could 
yot have contained an^ fubfifled them ; unlefs their bodiesj^ 
^iid the manner of fipportingthem, had been a|uite diffe- 
rent from Vrh^t they now are. If therefore they had not diedj^ 
fome other way muft have been provided to make room for 
Jhofe who would have been brought intp ^eing*. Perhaps, 
in certain periods, numbers of thofe who had been fitted 
therefor, might have been tranflatcd to feme other place ofj 
^bode, to enjoy happinefe there, iu fome fuperior mode oi^ 
exifiiPDce, But be this as it may, this non-fubjedtion to 
death was not owing to a creatca natural incorruptibility, 
but to a fpecial promile from Almighty God, that, v. bile 
Innocent, th»^y fliould be fo protei^tcd, and preferved> asno^ 
%o fee corruption. But, innocence being loft, the promifc 
9f immortality became vacated, and death of courfe tco)i 
place : Only, it was left with God to fix the general period 
9f life ; which he has done with wifdom U)at dUcQvers {p^cat 
fOQdnef^ 
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of one generation, as that the fucceflion of 
another mould be adnilrably 'adapted to mani^ 
feft both.wifdom and goodnefsHii providing for 
the exiftcncc rf mere life, and confequcnc eh- 
joyment, . than there would otherwife . hayt 
been on this earth. 

It might: ajfo b.t. with a view to promdt^ 
morally good pyrpofes, that the law of deatj^ 
efpecisdiy ais ' to. its gener^ time, has been eflaj* 
&liflied by God. It is not eafy to conceive of 
any motive more ftrikingly adapted to, .excite 
Co confiderationi,- and fuch a behavior in life 
as may lay a jiiQ: foundation for calmnefs ami 
fcrenity * of mind,, when the time comes that 
we muft depart out of this into another ftatc- 
And it i^, nioft certainly, a very powerful rc- 
ftraint from vicious pra(5bices, efpec tally in thofc 
kinds, and degifees, which naturally tend to haften 
death, and bring it on before its proper timc^ 
It is indeed one of the wifeft and beft contri- 
yanccs for the government of men, and to keep 
j^em within the reftraints.Qf reafon and virtue* 
As Dr. Sherlock, in his excellent trcatife on 
death, exprefles'it, •' Mortality and death are 
iieccflary to the good government of the worlds 
Nothing elfe can give a check to fpme rnen*s 
Wickednef$, but either the'fc^r of death, or exe-* 
cution of it. . Some men. are fo outrageoufly 
wicked, that nothing can, put a flop to them, 
and prevent the mifchief j;aef .do in the world, 
but to cut them off. This is the reafoh of ca-^ 
pital punlOiniehcs anlong niehV to remove thofi; 
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JDut of thp world who will be a plague to mail- 
kinci while they live iri it. For this reafoh feo<i 
di^ftroyfcd thcwhble f^cebf hiankihd bV a dfelugd 
of water, excepting Noah, and hh fannily, bci- 
taufc they ^ere incurably kicked. For this 
1-eafon lie fends pla|;u'e^, arid fatnihe, land (word, 
to correft the exorbitant grbwth of wickiSdnefsj 
to leflen the number bf finritrS; ahd to lay re- 
ttraints bri therti; And if the World be fuch i 
.bedlarii is it is uiid^r all theie i-eftf aints, i^hat 
woiilci it be Were it filled with immbrtkl fin- 
hers !" 

". . Upon the ^j^hole that haS bfceh faid, in f ela-^ 
Jbibh to natural eril, it appears, dithtf- that if 
Could tibt have beeh pfevfented in fucR a WfaHd 
as duf^s i bf, thit It is mil'cditd evils bdn| 
tather the contHvahcfe df ^ifdorH irt brder to 
the prbdiiaioii of mofe gbod, thaii tlid-e other-! 
Wife would have becfri; It iS Conceded, i better 
wbfld than this, moi'e jiei-fcdt, dnd more pbwer- 
fuily adapted tb make happy, might be created 
Iby the Deity ; but then if Ought to be remem- 
bered, fuch a better World n^ay ht already ond 
of the links In the diveffiflfed chain of exillencei 
The only prbpef cjufrftion therefore is, whether 
the nicking fuch a world as'this, is hot a proof or 
more benevolence, than ^ chafm would be in 
that part of the creatibh, which It noW occu- 
pies r If fo, impeffeft as it is, cbttipardtiveiy 
Ipeakirig, it is better it fhould be, than not bA 
And, for fuch an itnperfeft world as this ougKi 
to bei ia an indefinitely variegated creation, id 
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order ta its being a prdper part in the chain of 
cxiftenice> ho alteration, it thay be, hotwithlland'^ 
ihg all the cdmplaihts that have beeh made o^ 
<icficiehcfes, rcduhdanCis, deformities, and evils> 
c6uld,be fha4e 'rtrithout damage to the ryftenii, 
if in fbixife things, abfoliitely viewed, an alter- 
atioh for the bettef might be Aippofcd, ytt 
l!his very altei'atioilj ddnfider^d, as itotight to 
be, jih its ?elatidn to bth^r parts, Which^ dii 
truly is thefe, go td the eonftitution bt the 
•whole> Itrriight turn btlt gfeatij^ to its difad- 
'*:antagc* Arch Deacon. Law, irihiS44Note> 
on Arch Sifhop l^ipg^s ^' origirt of fevil,'* hai 
-^rell cxprefled himfelf ilpoii thiS head. Says 
he, " we Aiiy lafdy conclude, that th^re coUW 
liave. beeii rib partial dltqratidn of this fyftem, 
but for thd wof fe, as far as We knb^;^, at leift riot 
^or thd betted . Th^y ;*h6 hold that there 
migilt jiaye beert d total one, thit th6 whole 
Tcljeme of things might pOQibly havfe be^n al- 
tered, or f-ev6rfed, , dnd tnat either the diredb 
contrarj^, or a qilite dideWnt ohc, wbitld have 
been Equally, or rhb'fe \^orthy of God ; the 
hien, i fay, that hold this, Bte obliged to fhoW 
the poflibilit)^ of conceiving bf it^ and to ex^ 
jplain the manner how it may be, befbre W6 afi 
6bliged to believe thenfi,^-^Ahd ^heh they have 
i^one this, and cbmpleated their fyftem, and 
inade. a tbtd alteration of things, as they imd-^ 

f' 'ne, for the bitter, they ate at laft got only tO 
e abfurdity of putting this fyftem intb aa 
Jbieher cWs ; Whereas, all the difib'f nt clafies. 
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incvei^ conceivable degree of pcrfeftion^ vtttt 
(uppofed to be ^tirel)r filled at the firft. We 
niuit thetefore tkke things as they .are> and »> 
^ue 6nly (torn the prefent nature ^ them^ col^ 
Ie£tivcly» In \fhich view> we ihaH find n* 
polTible iteration of any things but what would 
produce greater inconveniences» either in itfel^ 
orothers> to which it bears a (trift relation /' 
Iflc goes on, taking occafion to bbrroW a feAion 
from Mr. Maxwcu's general retriarks on Cutn- 
berland, in thcfe words^ ^ iThe nature of things^ 
in the natural worlds is fo exadly fitted to die 
natural (acuities tnd difpofitions of n)ankind> 
dhat were any thing in it otherwise than it is> 
even in degree^ ttiankind Would be left happy> 
than they now are> Thu« the dependence of 
all natural eiSefU upon a few finiple principles, 
is wonderfully advantageous in nniany refpeftsv 
The degrees of all the fenfible pleafures are exj 
a6Uy fuited to the ufe of each ; fo that if wt 
enjoyed any of theni in a greater degree wt 
ihould be lefs happy : !For our appetites of thoft 

J)leafures would, by that ancans, be too ftrong 
or our reafon j and, as we arc framed, tempt 
tis to an immoderate Enjoyment of them> fo al 
to prejudice our bodies* And, where we en- 
joy feme of them in lo high a degree, as that 
It is, in many cafes, very difficult for the ftrong* 
eft to regulate and moderate the appetites ot 
thofe pl'eafurcs, it is in fuch inftahces where it 
Was neceflary to counterpoize fome difadvalita- 
ftes/ which are the confecjuj^accg of the purfuit 

of 
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0r thoie ptcafures. Thus the plcafing ideaf j, 
wJiich accompany the love of the ftxes, aw. 
ftecedary to oe poflbfled ia fo high a dcgrce,^. 
CO balaiure the carea ofmatrimony, and al& the 
pains of child-bearing in the female fex^ The, 
iame nciay- be laid of our inteUe^ual pleafure^^. 
Tlxu3 did we receive a greater pleafure from be-. 
Aevolence,^ ftbth would be encouraged by aa 
immoderate- bounty^.. And were the plcafurea 
of our inquiries into the truth greater, we fhoulcl: 
be too ipeculacive». ^kI lef^ a6bive. It items 
aifo. probai>Ie, that the degree of our iiKellcc-^ 
tual capacity is very well fuited to our pbje&s,' 
of knowledge, and tl>at had we a greatcr^egree 
thereof, welhouldhe left happy. Nforeover* ; 
h is probably fb adapted to the inward framo.^ 
of our b*>dies>. that it could not be greater,^ ' 
without either an alteration in, the law^ of na- 
turc) or^in the law^ of union between the foot, 
and body. Father j were it much greater tharr . 
k iSy our thoughts and purfuits would be {6». 
fpiritual and refined, that we Ihould be t^ken.. 
too much off from fenfible pleafures^ Wck 
fliould probably be confcious of {ocat defefts; 
or wants in» our bodily organs, and would be 
fenfilDle^ that they were unequal to fo great a 
c.pacity, which would neceflarily be followed 
by uneafinefs of mind, And' this feems to hold 
in the brute-creation. Fon methinks, it would 
be f r the difad vantage of a h. rfe to be endow- 
ed with, the uodetftanding ofr a man : Sjach aa 
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unequal upton muft be attepded with continua! 
difquictudesj^ and. difcpntents. As for oui^^ 
pains, they are all either warnings againft bcH 
dily diforders, or are fuch as, ha^d v« wanted 
ihem^ the laws of nature rernainigg as they arej^ 
we fliould either have wanted fomc pleaib^es wp. 
now enjoy, or have poiTeflred them in a lefs de- 
gree, Thofe things in nature whrc^i we cannot- 
rtconcile co the foregoing opinicn, ^s beipg ig- 
^rrant of then; ufe, v[c have good'reafon, Trcrn 
»ialogy, to believe are really advantageous, anct 
adapted tQ the happinefs of intelligent beings oif' 
the Tyftem 5 though we have not fo full anc^ 
wmplcte a knowledge of the entire fyftech, as^ 
<o be able to point out; their partic'ulai:ities. 
roni thefe obfervj^tions we niay conclude, that 
aU the various p^rts of our fyftem are fo acjmi- 
rably faitedto one anotherj^ and the whole con- 
nived with {{}<;h cxquifite wifdom, that were 
a,ny thing, in any part thereof,^ in the leaft 
omcrwifc than it is, without an alteration iii 
the whole, there wcyld be a lefs funfi of hap- 
pinefs in the fyfteni than there tioyir is.'* 

I have now laid all that l- intended to fay. 
inriluftration of rHe fupren.ely perfeft benevo- 
\ej^ce of the Deity, as klfo in folving the objec- 
tipns which have been made againft this attri-, 
bute of his frora the known appearances in. 
nature. Mow far what thaye offered, may be 
v/orthy of notice, nuift be left with thofe into, 
whofe hands it may fall,.to judge. If any fhQuldr 
ihink the arguing is inconclufivc, finding them-v 
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|ek.es> at th^ feme time, unable to reconcile 
t;he manifeftatipns. of Divine goodnefs with the. 
^ara^ft^r of Goc^ a^s infinitely benevolent, let 
tlicm, nptx, on, thisi ^pcouat;> q.ueftion in their 
lieart^ wh^her- h? is enduwed with^ this moft 
amiajhjje perfciStion. For there is no way of rea- 
j^oniAg^ by which we can, prove that he poffef- 
its any, pcrfeftron, but it may kv the famf 
way be: proved, that he is fuprcmely benevo- 
lent. Noi; wouki it be apy thing ftrange 
ihouidi \ye, wto arc fo low an order in the 
fcale of intelligent beings, b^ unable. to remove 
away, t^qfe. difficoities that may q^ttendj in fome 
inftanoes, the difpjay of thia Divine attribute, 
Inft;ead therefore. oCperple^^ing-ogr.. own qiinds^ 
©r the miniis of others, with feeming inconfif- 
tcncies ip^ Qpd's manifeftations of his gopdnefs, 
let us, adore, before him as a Being infinitely 
benevolent ;. patiently waiting for the coming, 
day of TeYel^Jtidi), wjxcn it Ihall be majde to appear 
with a, ijieridlan.ljjftre, tliat nothing was ever 
cionein the conduft oi God towards our world 
\?ut in harmony, with wife goodnefs, accurate 
juftice, and" the. moft p^rfeft confiftency with. 
^11 thole mor^ qualities, which conftitute the^. 
IpIefTcd Godj an infinitely anfiiabie Being. 
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